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O record paſt events, for the 

inſtruction of man, ought to be 
the object of hiſtory. At this the 
writer of the following ſheets has 
ſteadily aimed; with what ſucceſs the 
impartial publick will determine. He 
law with regret the tranſactions of each 
ſucceeding year occupying the publick 
mind, while thoſe of the preceding 
were faſt haſtening to oblivion. He 
conceived that the revolution of the 
governments of America, from Bri- 
tiſh provinces into independent ſtates, 
exhibited many uſeful leſſons, both to 
princes and people. This view of the 
a great 


f wy) 
great event incited him to compile a 
ſuccinct account of the beginning, 
progreſs and concluſion, of the war, 
which terminated in the change of the 
government of that part of the United 
States with which he was beſt ac. 
quainted. He would have been pleaſed 


could he have extended his plan; _ 
his work, perhaps, would have be 


more acceptable: but his keowledy 
of the affairs of the middle and 
northern ſtates was not ſufficienti 
particular to warrant his attempting 
the hiſtory of the whole. He Ha 
therefore confined himſelf to 
revolution of his own ſtate, and ha 
introduced the tranſactions of th: 
neighbouring ſtates only where thei 
connection with, and influence upon 
the affairs of South-Carolina rendeyed 
it neceſſary. By limiting his ſubjed 
he has been enabled to be more par 


e 


Miene, and he preſumes more accu 
rate. 
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ate; His opportunities of ' informa- 
ion have been conſiderable, from his 
being actually a witneſs to many of 
he events recorded in the following 
iſtory. From the year of the deela- 
ation of independence, to the termi- 
ation of the war, he had the honour 
of repreſenting Charleſton, in the le- 
giſlature of the ſtate. For two years 
e had the additional honour of being 
dne of the privy- council, and for one 
eat of repreſenting the ſtate in the 
WW ontinental Congreſs. Beſides ſerving 

In theſe ei vil offices he was frequently 
In the field with the army, in the line 
of his profeſſion, attending on the ſick 
nd wounded: Where his own know- 
edge was inſufficient he has ſought for 
nformation from thoſe who were the 
mmediate a&ors. He has freely con- 
erled with the partiſans for both the 
ld and new government, He has 
examined almoſt all the fields of. bat- 


tle, 
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tle, and has had acceſs to the official 
returns, orderly-books, and deſpatchesÞ 


ſent or received by the America 
generals. The motives and de 
ſigns of particular movements he ha 
learned from the fountain-head, by 
converſing with thoſe who had tht 
direction of publick affairs, both it 
the civil and military line. During 
his attendance on Congreſs he care 
fully peruſed every official deſpatcl 
ſent to that honourable body, whic 
related to the tranſactions upon whact 
he had undertaken to write. Fro 
theſe original ſources he has compiled 
the following work. He declare 
that, embracing every opportunit] 
of obtaining genuine information, h 
has ſought for truth, and that he hay 
aſſerted nothing but what he be 
lieves to be fact. If he ſhould bt 
miſtaken he will, on conviction - dflin 
his error, willingly retra& it. During 

the 
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al he whole time of his writing he has 
5 arefully watched the workings of his 
aunind, leſt paſſion, prejudice or a par- 
leWy-ſpirit, ſhould warp his judgment. 
le has endeavoured to 1mpreſs on 
byhimſelf how much more honourable 
t was to write impartially, for the 
good of mankind, than to condeſcend 
o be the apologiſt of a party. He 
as often reflected that an hiſtorian 


re 
eciWhould neither be a panegyriſt nor ſa- 
icWiriſt, but an impartial recorder of 
icWalſt events, for the information of af- 
onler ages. Notwithſtanding this care 
leo guard againſt partiality, he ex- 


ects to be charged with it by both 
Wt the late contending parties. The 
Juffering Americans, who have ſeen 
Ind felt the ravages and oppreſſions 
df the Britiſh army, will accuſe him 
pf too great moderation, and of be- 
ng too ſparing of cenſure. Europe- 


r1nÞns who have heard much of Ameri- 
can 


the 
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can cowardice, perfidy and ingrati 
tude, and more of Britiſh hono 
clemency and moderation, will probe 
bly condemn his work as the of 
ſpring of party-zeal. The impoſlib 
lity of pleaſing both, has induced hin 
to decline the fruitleſs attempt 0 
aiming to pleaſe either; and inſtea( 
thereof to follow the attractions « 
truth, whitherſoever ſhe might lead. 


Tk author has been leſs particu 
lar in reciting the movements ani 
arrangements of the Britiſh. than 
the Americati army, becauſe he ha 
fewer opportunities of obtaining an 
formation of the former than of th 
latter. He farther informs the reade 
that the epithets Whig and Tory ar 
uſed in the following ſheets in a ſenſ 
different from what has been uſual 
By the latter he means thoſe of th 


inhabitants of America who wer 
the 


CF 
ale friends of royal government; 
uy the former, and alſo by the more 
bacncral appellation American, he in- 
oliftnds thoſe who favoured the re- 


ibMolution. 
nin 


Charleſton, Oct. 12, 1784. 
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CHAPTER FIRST. 


Hort view of the province of South-Caro- 


lina, and of events introductory to open 
hoſtilities, 


HE firſt charter of Carolina was granted 
about the year 1662, and contained a 
grant of all the lands lying between 31 
d 36 degrees of north latitude. About the 
ar 1664 a ſecond and more ample charter was 
tained, comprehending a tract of country ſeven 
d a half degrees broad, bounded by the Atlan- 
on the eaſt, the Pacific on the weſt, and on 
e north and ſouth by two parallel lines, to be- 
non the ſhores of the Atlantic, the one at 29 
B degrees 


H 


REF 


degrees north latitude, the other at 36—30, an 
from theſe points to be continued due weſt ti 
they reached the Pacific ocean. 
grant of territory ſuffered alterations from y; 
rious cauſes. By ſubſequent charters of the Kin 
of England the original extent of Carolina « 
the ſea coaſt has been divided into North-Care 
lina South-Carolina and Georgia. South-Card 
lina, is the moſt ſouthern of the thirteen Unite 
States of North-America, Georgia exceptel 
and extends along the ſea from the mouth 
Savannah river a few miles to the northward ( 
the northeaſt extremity of Long-Bay, a diſtan 
of about two hundred miles, and is ſettled be 
tween two and three hundred miles to the well 
ward. It is bounded to the northward by a li 
which ſeparates it from North-Carolina—to th 
eaſtward by the Atlantic ocean. Its boundarie 
to the ſouthward and weſtward are the ſubje 
of controverſy. For eighty or a hundred mile 
from the ſea coaſt it is an even plain. No rock 
nor ſtones nor hills of any height are to be ſeet 
From this to the weſtward the country is bez 
tifully diverſified with hills and vallies, and ex 
bits many delightful proſpects. A vaſt ridge 
mountains runs through South-Carolina in con 
mon with the other parts of North-America, fro 
the weltern ſides of which the waters flow int 
the Mithfippi, from the eaſtern into the Atlanti 
South-Carolina is watered by the rivers Sava 
nah, Ediſto, Santee and Peedee, which take the 
riſe in theſe heights, There are ſeveral oth 
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ers of a ſecondary ſize, which are either arms 
the ſea, or originate, ſome from hills in the 
art of the country, and others from ſavannahs 
ſwamps. Of theſe kinds, are Caaſaw, Comba- 
e, Waccamaw, Aſhley, Cooper and Black ri- 
rs. From the circuitous windings of ſundry 
ms of the ocean the coalt is chequered by ſea 
ands. 


Tux low lands produce rice in great abun- 
ance. The high lands proviſion, grain of all ſorts, 
digo and tobacco. Orchards and meadows are 
lvantageouſly cultivated at ſome diſtance from 


We ſea coaſt. The interior part of the ſtate is 


ttled in ſmall farms, which yield the neceſſa- 
es of life in the greateſt plenty. The canes, 
ithout fodder or grain, afford, throughout the 


ort winter, ample ſupport for numerous herds 


cattle. The foil produces every commodity 


Wat grows in any of the United States, beſides 


ce, indigo and madder, which are peculiar to 
ſelf and the adjacent ſtates. Such is the mild- 
eſs of the winter, that for eight months of the 
ear the climate is delightful. The weſtern coun- 
y is at all ſeaſons free from the extremes of 
eat and cold, and is favourable to health and 
ongevity. — 


Tre firſt ſettlement of the province was made in 
he year 1669, on the neck of land between Aſhley 


Ind Cooper rivers, by a few adventurers who em- 
Parked from England in two veſſels, The ſubſe- 


quent 


3 
quent ſettlers were a medley of different nations, 
and compoſed of the moſt contradictory characters. 
From England, the colony received both the friends 
of the parliament and the adherents to the royal 
family. The ſervants of the crown, from motives 
of policy, encouraged the emigration of the former, 
and grants of land were freely beſtowed on the 
latter, as a reward of their loyalty. A conſider. 
able number of French proteſtants, after the re- 
vocation of the edict of Nantz, found an aſylum 
in South-Carolina, and became very uſeful inha- 
bitants. Many of the Dutch coloniſts, diſſatisfied 
with their ſituation in New-York, after the ſub- 
miſſion of that colony to the crown of England, 
repaired thither, and contributed much by their 
induſtry to the cultivation of the province, The 
ſucceſs that attended them induced more of their 
countrymen to follow their example. An Iriſh 
ſettlement was planted near Santee between the 
year 1730 and 1740, to which was given the 
name of Williamſburg townſhip. In the ſame pe- 
riod ſeveral families of Switzers ſettled on the 
northeaſt ſide of Savannah river, under the au— 
ſpices of their countryman John-Peter Pury. 
From this gentleman the village of Puryſburgl 
took its name. From 1748 to 1755 great num- 
bers of Palatines were introduced—they ſettled 
Orangeburgh, Congaree and Wateree. After the 
battle of Culloden a number of the vanquiſhed 
Highlanders were tranſported to South-Carolina- 
But the moſt conſiderable ra of population was 


after the pcace of Paris in 1763. Soon afte! 
| that 


233 

that event, the aſſembly of the colony appropriated 
a large fund for bounties to foreign proteſtants 
who ſhould ſettle in the interior parts. In con- 
ſequence of this encouragement many arrived 
from Europe, particularly from Ireland. Great 
numbers alſo migrated from Virginia, Pennſylva- 
nia, and the other northern provinces. From 
| theſe various ſources of population ſettlements 
were made, in ten years after the peace of Paris, 


m one hundred and fifty miles to the weſtward, be- 
a- yond all that had taken place in the preceding 
ed hundred years. | 
1b- 
id, THE government of the country, for the firſt 
cir fifty years, was proprietary. About the year 1719 
The the inhabitants, finding that they were not ſuffi- 
nein ciently protected by that conſtitution, effected a 
riſh change of government from proprietary to regal, 
the in a manner ſomewhat ſimilar to that which their 
the poſterity, fifty years afterwards, adopted in accom- 
pe- pliſhing a revolution from royal to republican. 
the The buſineſs was conducted with great addreſs 
au- by 2 convention of the people, who acted under 
Pury. the ſanction of the firſt law of nature —ſelf. pre- 


lervation. They refuſed to do any buſineſs with 
num- Robert Johnſon the proprietary governor, but at 
<ttled I te ſame time offered to obey him if he would 
er the I bold the reins of government in the name of the 
King of Great-Britain. This being refuſed, they 
choſe James Moore for their governor. The 
people, with great unanimity, bound themſelves 
by an aſſociation to ſtand by each other in de- 

| '-- Fence 


4 } 
fence of their rights and privileges againſt the t 
ranny of the proprietors and their officers : thi 
they honourably obſerved until the revolution 
was completed. A ſtate of the whole procee( 
ings of the people, and of the cauſes of their di 
ſatisfaction with the lords proprietors, being hi 
before the regency in England, it was determine 
that the proprietary. charter was forfeited. 
conſequence of which the province was taken uM 
der the immediate protection of the crown. 


From this period the government was regal 


The crown appointed a governor, and delega'«iſh be 
to him its conſtitutional powers civil and mile ! 
tary. He had a negative on all the bills paſe he ! 
by the aſſemblies; and the power of convening ery 
proroguing and diſſolving them. He had powerWrics | 
of chancery, admiralty, of ſupreme ordinary, lance 
of appointing civil magiſtrates and militia officen care. 
To him alſo was entruſted the execution of t 763 
laws. The crown appointed a council, wih lince 
powers to adviſe the governor, and to aſſiſt Wh, 
legiſlation. The houſe of aſſembly conſiſted Mloufa 
the repreſentatives of the people, who weWouſly 
elected by them as the houſe of commons ng th. 
Great-Britain. The model of the governmenrcr, , 
as near as circumſtances would admit, was formic iq 
on the plan of the Engliſh conſtitution. The as fe 
habitants enjoyed the protection of Great-BritailWras h 
and, in return, the mother- country had a mont peac 
poly of their trade. Great-Britain received gre ranqu; 


benefit by this intercourſe, and the colony, un 
he 
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er protecting care, became great and happy. 


3 n South Carolina »n enemy to the Hanoverian 
» 3 exeflion, or to the Britiſh conſtitution, was 
Wc arccly known. The inhabitants were fond of 
4B riciſh manners even to exceſs. They for the 


WT of part ſent their children to Great-Britain for 
aucation, and ſpoke of that country under the 
WW ndcaring appellation of Home. They were en- 
Hhuſiaſts for that ſacred plan of civil and religious 
W:ppincſs under which they had grown up and 
WW ouriſhed. All ranks and orders of men gloried 
Wn their connection with the mother-country, and 
Wn being ſubjects of the ſame King. 'The laws of 
ie Britiſh parliament, confining their trade for 
Ihe benefit of the protecting parent ſtate, were 
ningWcry generally and cheerfully obeyed. Few coun- 
vcrics have at any time exhibited ſo ſtriking an in- 
, ance of publick and private proſperity as ap- 
1cerWeared in South-Carolina between the years 
763 and 1775. The inhabitants of the pro- 

vi ince were in that ſhort ſpace of time more than 
iſt oubled. Wealth poured in upon them from a 
ed Whouſand channels. Ihe fertility of the ſoil gene- 

wer ouſly repaid the labour of the huſbandman, mak- 
ons Ving the poor to ſing, and induſtry to ſmile through 
menrcry corner of the land. None were indigent, but 
ormel ne idle and unfortunate. Perſonal independence 
he as fully within the reach of every man who 
rital Was healthy and induſtrious. The inhabitants, 
mont peace with all the world, enjoyed domeſtick 
J greoWranquility, and were ſecure in their perſons and 
undeſproperty. They were alſo completely ſatisfied 
| | with 


1 


with their government, and wifhed not for th J 


ar 
ſmalleſt change in their political conſtitution. ar. 
om, 
In the midſt of theſe enjoyments, and the mo Mary 
ſincere attachment to the mother- country, to the our 
King and his government, the people of Souihage 
Carolina, without any original deſign on the nd 
part, were ſtep by ſtep drawn into an extenſii ay 
war, which involved them in every ſpecies far 
difficulty, and finally diſſevered them from . arli. 
parent - ſtate. Die 
. luce 
SoME alterations in the commercial ſyſtem no. 
the colonies for preventing a contraband tra Hcur 
with the French and Spaniards, and for enlarginWcrmi 
the powers of the courts of admiralty, had c eeir 
ated great uneaſineſs in ſome parts of the contiubli 
nent; but the South-Carolinians, whoſe commer rita! 
was carried on agreeably to the Britiſh laws My i 
trade and navigation, were very little affected Mart o 
theſe innovations, Yet the parliamentary clain H itſe 
of taxation and unlimited ſupremacy intereſte ritiſſ 
every American, and created ſuſpicions in tere: 
minds of the jealous coloniſts, that the motheii the 
country harboured deſigns unfriendly to thei ontra 
liberties. hen 
: my 
From the earlieſt period of the Britiſh colofWniits 


mes, till the acceſſion of George the Third, GreatWritith 
Britain, in time of war, had been in the habit Weoplc 
making requiſitions for ſupplies to the provincihhving 
allemblics ; ; theſe were ſo liberally granted Mich 

mal 
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any of them, and particularly by that of South. 
1rolina, that the parliament of Great-Britain had 
zmetimes reimburſed them for their extraordi- 


nod ary exertions. Till the year 1763 the mother. 
he ountry contented herſelf with the great advan- 
uu ges reſulting from a monopoly of their trade, 


nd with the ſupplies obtained from them in the 
yay of requiſition. About that period the ſcheme 
fan American revenue, to be laid by the Britiſh 
Parliament, and collected in the colonies without 
; he conſent of their local Legiſlatures, was intro- 
WW uccd. The Britiſh miniſtry were prompted to this 
m novation by the immenſe load of national debt 
tralWicurred during the war, which in that year had 
ronWErminated. They conceived that every part of 
ci eir dominions ſhould pay a proportion of the 
con hublick debt; and that the parliament of Great- 
mer ritain, as the ſupreme power, was conſtitution— 
ws Mlly inveſted with a right to lay taxes on every 


ed Hart of the empire. This doctrine, ſo plauſible 
claim it{<lt, and fo conformable to the letter of the 
reſte{ritiſh conſtitution, when the whole dominions 


ere repreſented in one aſſembly, was reprobated 
the colonies as ſubverſive of their rights, and 
ontrary to the ſpirit of the ſame government, 
hen the empire became ſo far extended as to have 
any diſtinct repreſentative aſſemblies. The co- 


in thi 
othet 
thel 


 coloWniits conceived that the chief excellence of the 
Greußhritiſn conſtitution conſiſted in the right of the 
abit Wople to grant or withhold taxes, and in their 


»V1ncl 
ted. Þ 
mau 


aving a ſhare in the enacting of the laws by 
hich they were to be governed. In Great-Bri- 
on tain 


(I 


tain a tax was defined to be a tribute exaQed bylli 
the ſupreme power of a nation. In America it wall 
ſaid to be a free gift of the people to their rule 
for protection and ſecurity. In the mother- cou 
try it was aſſerted to be effential to the unity i 
the empire, that the Britiſh parliament ſhoul 
have a right of taxation over every part of the er. 
extended dominions. In the colonies it was bon! 
lieved that taxation and repreſentation were in eeir 
parable, and that they could neither be free no hat 
happy if their property could be taken from thefnd 
without their conſent. The Britiſh miniſtry re ere 
ſoned, that all who enjoyed national proteCctiuWual: 
ſhould pay to the ſupport of government, TiMruit! 
colonial aſſemblies allowed the poſition, but co f th 
tended they were to be judges of the abilities Wot le 
their conſtituents, and had the excluſive right Mhurc 
impoſing taxes on them. They alleged farthaWrogr: 
that they had granted, and would continue ers, 
grant, aids to his Majeſty when called on in a can a 


C. 
. 
* 


1h 


ſtitutional way. The patriots in the American Myg, v 
ſemblies inſiſted that it was eſſential to liberty anWitant 
happineſs that the people ſhould be taxed by than lan 
only who were choſen by themſelves, and had rd. 
common intereſt with them.—That they, bei look 
the conſumers, ultimately paid Britiſh taxes om h 
purchaſing Britiſh manufactures.— That if Great. H 
Britain had a right to confine their trade, Mrraints 
alſo a farther right of laying on what taxes ents i. 
pleaſed, they were in a molt deplorable condibFe free 


of abje& dependence. Mr. Locke's celebrak S his 11 


. * 1 
poſition, that no man has a right to that wil depe 
| | ano 
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another has a right to take from him,* was often 
Wi uoted as a proof that Britiſh taxation virtually 
Wnnibilated American property. 


Ern thing in the colonies contributed to nou- 

iſh a ſpirit of liberty and independence. They 
ere planted under the auſpices of the Engliſh 
Wonſtitution in its purity and vigour. Many of 
Whcir inhabitants had imbibed a large portion of 
What ſpirit which brought one tyrant to the block, 
Ind cxpelled another from his dominions. They 
ere communities of ſeparate independent indivi- 
Wuals, for the moſt part employed in cultivating a 
ruitful ſoil, and under no general influence, but 
their own feelings and opinions; they were 
Wot led by powerſul families, or by great officers in 
hurch or ſtate. Luxury had made but very little 
rogreſs among their contented unaſpiring far- 
ers, The large extent of territory gave each 
an an opportunity of fiſhing, fowling and hunt- 
g, without injury to his neighbour. Every inha- 


ty Afitant was or eaſily might be a freeholder. Settled 
y tho lands of his own, he was both farmer and land- 
had Mrd. Having no ſuperior to whom he was obliged 


look up, and producing all the neceſſaries of life 
xcs Nom his own grounds, he ſoon became independ- 
t. His mind was equally free from all the re- 
Wraints of ſuperſtition. No eccleſiaſtical eſtabliſh- 
ents invaded the rights of conſcience, or fettered 


xes | 
anditeW'< free-born mind. At liberty to act and think, 
lebratÞ his inclination prompted, he diſdained the ideas 


i dependence and ſubjection. 
COLONIES 
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Cor.ox1ts planted by a free government, ae 
growing up to maturity under circumſtances (Wl co: 
favourable to liberty and independence, could fer 
conſent to an abridgment of their privileg yo. 
They conceived that the rights of Britiſh ſubje oni 
ſhould be the ſame on the weſt as on the eaſt ig M. 
of the Atlantic, and that therefore no tax ſhou Ca 
be demanded of them but what had been free ro! 
granted by themſelves or their repreſentatives, r 

= . 

Tux firſt ſtatute that rouſed the coloniſts if for 
oppoſe Britiſh taxation was the memorable ſta as 
act, paſſed in the year 1765. By this it oun 
enacted, that the inſtruments of writing, whid the 
are in daily uſe amongſt a commercial peop <00 
ſhould be null and void in law, unleſs they wer ſert 
executed on ſtamped paper or parchment, chargi the 
with a duty impoſed by the Britiſh parliamen Co! 
This was an ill-choſen precedent for eſtabliſhing} pre 
a new claim; for, if carried into effect, it wou ho 
ſoon have Stained the colonies of all their circuÞie 1 
lating ſpecie. A leſs extenſive tax might han nc n 
paſſed unobſerved by the unſuſpecting coloniſts ep 
but the ſtamp-act was ſo intimately connec out! 
with all publick and private buſineſs, that Many 
united vigorous oppoſition to its taking effect vr The 
judged indiſpenſably neceſſary. To concert Minflue 
uniform line of conduct to be adopted by the diho 
ferent colonies on this trying occaſion, a Col colon 


greſs of deputies from each province was reconſſ''tion 
mended. When this meaſure was propoſed Wporti 
the aſſembly of South-Carolina, it was ridicule 


by an humorous member in words to the follovÞQuat ! 
in 
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g effe&: If you agree to the propoſition of 
compoſing a Congreſs of deputies from the dit- 
ferent Britiſh colonies, what ſort of a diſh will 
you make. New-England will throw in fiſh and 


onions. The middle ſtates flax-ſeed and flour. 
Maryland and Virginia will add tobacco. North- 


Carolina, pitch, tar and turpentine. South-Ca- 
rolina, rice and indigo, and Georgia will ſprinkle 
the whole compoſition with ſaw-duſt. Such an 
abſurd Jumble will you make if you attempt to 


form an union among ſuch diſcordant materials 


as the thirteen Britiſh provinces.“ A ſhrewd 
ountry member replied, © he would not chooſe 
the gentleman who made the objeQion for his 


cook, but nevertheleſs he would venture to aſ- 
ſert, that if the colonies proceeded judiciouſly in 


the appointment of deputies to a continental 


Congreſs, they would prepare a diſh fit ro be 
preſented to any crowned head in Europe.” 
hough many members of the aſſembly thought 
he ſcheme chimerical, a ſmall majority adopted 
ne meaſure, and appointed delegates. This firſt 
ſtep towards continental union was adopted in 
Pouth-Carolina before it had been agreed to by 
any colony to the ſouthward of New-England. 
The example of this province had a conſiderable 
nfluence in recommending the meaſure to others 
vho were more tardy in their concurrence. The 


colonies, on this occaſion, not only preſented pe- 


litions, but entered into aſſociations againſt im- 
porting Britiſh manufactures till the ſtamp-act 
ſnould be repealed. On the 18th of March 1766 
tat favourite point was obtained. This conceſſion 


had 
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taxed at the diſcretion of a parliament in whic 
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had the effect of inſpiring the Americans will 
high ideas of the neceſſity of their trade to Greif 
Britain. Nothing could have been more impolitif 


than this repeal, provided the miniſtry of Engla{Wni: 
ſeriouſly intended to reſume the ſcheme of iſ, 

American revenue; and nothing more wiſe h me 
that idea been for-ever dropped. The experime F col 
of taxation was renewed in the year 1767, butifſnlir 
a more artful manner. Small duties were impoſ:Wuty 
on glaſs, paper, tea and painters colours. Th a 8. 
colonies again petitioned and affociated to imp enu 
no more Britiſh manufactures. In conſequence Jie n 
which all the duties were taken off exceptiii me 
three-pence a pound on tea. This ſecond repei w. 


increaſed the confidence of the coloniſts, and ei nie: 
couraged them to continue their oppoſition to par 
hamentary taxation. 


Trax diſputes occaſioned by theſe abortive at 
tempts to raiſe a revenue, cauſed a fermentatio 
in the minds of the people, and gave birth . 
many enquiries reſpecting their natural rights an 
their connexion with Great-Britain. The forme 
produced a high ſenſe of liberty: the latter a g 
neral conviction that there could be no ſecurtt 
for American property if the colonies were to b 


ered 
an r. 
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they were unrepreſented, and over which the) eſolu 
had no control. A determination to oppoſe thi 
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new claim of taxation, however diſguiſed, veWeifon 
generally took poſſeſſion of the minds of ti. p 
coloniſts. lende 


SEVEN 


1 

SEVERAL incidents about this time concurred 
excite the ſuſpicions and jealouſies of the Ame. 
cans, The repeal of the ſtamp- act was accom- 
anied by the act commonly called the declaratory 
t, in which it was enaQted, That the parlia- 
ment of Great-Britain had a right to bind the 
Wl colonics in all caſes whatſoever.“ This claim of 
Wn limited ſupremacy, and the reſervation of the 
Wuty on tea, were conſidered, on the weſt fide of 
Wc Atlantic, as evidences that an American re- 
Wcnue was intended. Unwilling to contend with 
Wc mother-country about paper claims, and at the 
in me time determined to pay no taxes but ſuch 
Ws were impoſed by their own legiſlatures, the co- 
pnics aſſociated to import no more tea, but re- 
axed in all their other reſolutions, and renewed 
ieir commercial intercourſe with Great-Britain. 


THE tax on tea was in a great meaſure ren- 
ered a barren branch of revenue by the Ameri- 
an refolution of importing none, on which the 
ts anWarliamentary duty was charged. In the year 
orm 773 a ſcheme was adopted by the Eaſt-India 
ompany to export large quantities of that com- 
nodity, to be ſold on their account, in the ſeveral 
apitals of the Britiſh colonies. This meaſure 
nded ſo directly to contravene the American 
clolutions, that it excited great commotions 
rom New-Hampſhire to Georgia. The coloniſts 
eaſoned with themſelves that, as the duty and 
he price of the commodity were inſeparably 


ended, if the tea was fold, every purchaſcr 
would 


poſing it to ſale. In other provinces, the landin 


3 


would pay a tax impoſed by the Britiſh parl 
ment as part of the purchaſe-money. . Jealous « 
the deſigns of the mother-country, and determine 
never to ſubmit to Britiſh taxation, they even 
where entered into combinations to obſtruct th 
ſales of the tea ſent out by the Eaſt- India con 
pany. The cargo ſent to South-Carolina w 
ſtored, the conſignees being reſtrained from el 


of it being forbidden, the captains were oblige 
to return without diſcharging their cargoes. | 


Boſton a few men in diſguiſe threw into the rive 25 
340 cheſts of it, which was the proportion ex 1 
ported to that province by the Eaſt-India con mw: 
pany. This treſpaſs on private property provoke 4 
the Britiſh parliament to take legiflative ven Ay 
geance on that devoted town. An act therefor 
was immediately paſſed, by which the port there ru 
of was virtually blocked up, by being legally pref; 
cluded from ſhipping or landing any goods, war, + 
or merchandize. Other aQs, directed by WWeetit 
ſame policy, ſpeedily followed. One of the hte o 
was intitled an act for the better regulating tha ay 1 
government of Maſſachuſetts. The object of thi 
was eſſentially to alter the charter of the province TI 
By it the whole executive government was takeſfthe o 
out of the hands of the people, and the nominato ſt; 
tion of all officers veſted in the King or his Goffe<por 
vernor. Soon after followed an act in which cies, 
was provided, that if any perſon were indicted toWcpea 
murder ort] 
Hand 


2 See note 1. b See note 11. © See note 111. 
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urder, or for any other capital offence, commit- 
d in aiding magiſtracy, that the governor might 
nd the perſon ſo indicted to another colony, or 
Great-Britain, to be tried. Theſe proceedings, 
> leſs contrary to the Britiſh conſtitution than to 
e chartered rights of the colonies, were an 
arming comment on the aſſumed parliamentary 
aim of unlimited ſupremacy. They were con- 
dered, from one end of the continent to the 
her, as the beginning of a new ſyſtem of colo- 
al government, by which the provinces were to 
> reduced to a much greater degree of depend- 
ce on the mother-country than they had ever 
xperienced. A general confederacy, to aid the 
ovince of Maſſachuſetts in oppoſing the execu- 
on of theſe unconſtitutional aòs, very ſoon took 
ace. | 


rl! 
18 ( 
Une 
ven 
t ti 
COM 
1 
n ex 
\din 
lige 
4 
rive 
n Ex 
con 
7Okel 
vel 
re fol 
there 
y pre 
ware 
V thi 
 thelt 
18 th 
of thi 


vince 


Tut proceedings of parliament were no ſooner 
nown in Boſton than the inhabitants were thrown 
to the greateſt conſternation. Sundry town- 
ectings were called to deliberate on the alarming 
te of publick affairs. At one of them, viz. on 
lay 13th, 1774, the following vote was paſled : 


© THAT it. is the opinion of this town, that if 
he other colonies come into a joint reſolution 
to ſtop all importation from Great-Britain, and 
exportation to Great-Britain and the Weſt-In- 
ies, till the act for blocking up this harbour be 
epealed, the ſame will prove the ſalvation of 
\orth-America and her liberties. On the other 
and, if they continue their exports and im- 
D ports, 


WE. 


* ports, there is high reaſon to fear that frand 3 
* power, and the moſt odious oppreſſion, will r 
© triumphant over juſtice, right, ſocial happinel 
and freedom. And moreover, that this vote H 
© tranſmitted by the moderator to all our fiſt 
© colonies, in the name and behalf of this town. 


A cory of their vote was immediately forward 
to the other provinces. Upon its arrival in South 
Carolina, it was preſented to a number of t 
principal gentlemen in Charleſton. They wer 
of opinion that the principles of policy and ſci 
preſervation made it neceſſary to ſupport t 
people of Boſton ; but the mode pointed out v 
a matter of too much conſequence to be adopt 
without the univerſal conſent of the people. I 
was therefore determined to requeſt a meeting oi 
the inhabitants. That this might be as genera 
as poſſible, circular letters were ſent by expreſs u 
every pariſh and diſtri within the province. It 
conſequence of this invitation, on July 6, 1774, 
very great number from almoſt every part d 
South-Carolina met at ' Charleſton. The pro 
ceedings of the parliament againſt the town 0 
Boſton and province of Maſſachuſetts were di 
tinctly related to this convention of the peopls 
On which, without one diflenting voice, the) 
came into the following reſolutions : 


REsol xd, that his Majeſty's ſubjects in Nortl 
America owe the ſame allegiance to the crow! mon 
« of Great-Britain that is due from his ſubjedſ will 
porn in Great-Britain. * RESOLVED 


1 


© RESOLVED, that his Majeſty's ſubjects in Month 
America are entitled to all the inherent rights 
and liberties of his natural born ſubjects within 
the kingdom of Great-Britain. 


= < RESOLVED, that it is repugnant to the rights of 
me people, that any taxes ſhould be impoſed on 
chem, unleſs with their own conſent given per- 
| ſonally or by their repreſentatives. 


WW < RisoLveD, that it is a fundamental right, 
WT which his Majeſty's liege ſubjeQs are entitled 
WT unto, that no man ſhould ſuffer in his perſon or 
property without a fair trial, and judgment 
Lien by his peers or by the law of the 8 


BRxsolvxp, that all trials of treaſon, or for any 
ll fclony or crime whatever, committed and done 
in this his Majeſty's colony by any perſon -or 
perſons reſiding therein, ought of right to be 
had and conducted in and before his Majeſty's 
courts held within the ſaid colony according 
to the fixed and known courſe of proceedings ; 


pur and that the ſeizing any perſon or perſons re- 
n di ſiding in this colony, ſuſpected of any crime 
di whatever committed therein, and ſending ſuch 


perſon or perſons.to places beyond the ſea to be 
tried, is oppreſſive and illegal, and highly dero- 
gatory to the rights of Britiſh ſubjects, as thereby 
the ineſtimable privilege of being tried by a jury 


moning and procuring witneſſes on ſuch trial, 
will be taken away from the party accuſed. 


from the vicinage, as well as the benefit of ſum- 


© RESOLVED, 


1 


Rxsolv Eb, that the ſtatute made in the 35 
* year of Henry virt, chap. 2. intitled, An af 
for the trial of treaſons committed out of thi 
King's dominions, does not extend, and canned 
but by an orbitrary and cruel conſtruction Wl 


| 1 

* conſtrued to extend, to treaſon, miſpriſion i zoſt 
* treaſon, or concealment of treaſon, committed ſpe 
* any of his Majeſty's American colonies, whe p 
© there is ſufficient proviſion, by the law of H tie 
© land, for the impartial trial of all ſuch as Mn 
charged with, and for the due puniſhment ene 
© theſe offences. rab 
* RESOLVED, that the late act for ſhutting u L R. 

* the port of Boſton, and the two bills relati age 
to Boſton, which, by the laſt accounts from av: 
< Great-Britain, had been brought into parliament eret 
were there read and committed, are of the moalf 
« alarming nature to all his Majeſty's ſubjects Meer: 
© America—are calculated to deprive many thour«; 
«* ſand Americans of their rights, properties andiihi!:; 
privileges, in a moſt cruel, oppreſſive and unco ay! 
* ſtitutional manner—are moſt dangerous prece e ac 
* dents ; and, though levelled immediately at time; 
© people of Boſton, very manifeſtly and glaringi oui 
© ſhew, if the inhabitants of that town are intim e pr 
dated into a mean ſubmiſſion to ſaid acts, that the˖ntin 
© like are deſigned for all the colonies, when no mer. 
even the ſhadow of liberty to his perſon, or of {ci pur 
curity to his property, will be left to any of hg a 
« Majeſty's ſubjects reſiding on the American con- d b. 
© tinent, amen 


© RESOLVED; 


1 


RESOLVED, therefore, that not only the dictates 
f humanity, but the ſoundeſt principles of true 
olicy and ſelf- pre ſervation, make it abſolutely 
ecefſary for the inhabitants of all the colonies 
America to aſſiſt and ſupport the people of 
oon, by all lawful ways in their power, and 
Wpccially to leave no juſtifiable means untried 
WS procure a repeal of thoſe acts immediately re- 
tive to them, and alſo all others affecting the 
Wonſtitutional rights and liberties of America in 
evperal. As the beſt means to effect this de- 
Wrable end, 


RESOLVED, that Henry Middleton, John Rut- 
ge, Chriſtopher Gadſden, Thomas Lynch, and 
Wdward Rutledge, Eſquires, be, and they are 
ereby appointed deputies, on the part and be- 
alf of this colony, to meet the deputies of the 
veral colonies in North-America in general Con- 
reſs, on the firſt Monday in September next, in 
hiladelphia, or at any other time and place that 
day be generally agreed on there, to conſider 
e act lately paſſed, and bills depending in par- 
ament, with regard to the port of Boſton and 
ovince of Maſſachuſetts; which aQ and bills, in 
c precedent and conſequence, affect the whole 
dntinent—alſo the grievances under which 
merica labours, by reaſon of the ſeveral acts 


| parliament that impoſe taxes or duties for raiſ- 
of Ws a revenue, and lay unneceſſary reſtrictions 
id burdens on trade; and of the ſtatutes, par- 
amentary acts, and royal inſtructions, which 
© make 


— — 
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7 
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© make an invidious diſtinction between his 
© jeſty's ſubjects in Great-Britain and Ameri 
c with full power and authority, in behalf off 
© and our conſtituents, to concert, agree to, alli 
c effeQually to proſecute ſuch legal meaſures 
© which we for ourſelves and them moſt ſolcn 


© ly engage to abide) as in the opinion of the 
© deputics, and of the deputies ſo to be aſſem 
© ſhall be moſt likely to obtain a repeal of the iſto 
acts, and a redreſs of theſe grievances. 
ac 
* RESOLVED, that while the oppreſſive acts Mrta 
© tive to Boſton are enforced, we will cheerfu an 
© from time to time, contribute towards the rl ta: 
© of ſuch poor perſons there—whoſe unfortulity 
* circumſtances may be thought to ſtand in Miev. 
© of moſt aſſiſtance. pa 
| Int, 
© RESOLVED, that a committee of ninety i aſi 
© perſons be now appointed, to act as a gene ods 
© committee, to correſpond with the commit th 
© of the other colonies, and to do all matters M cdret 
© things neceſſary to carry theſe reſolutions i abi 
execution; and that any twenty-one of th lan 
© met together, may proceed on huſineſs, tit, 
© power to continue till the next general mectinon a 
| e Ia 
Turs convention of the people, and theſe ro gi; 
lutions, laid the foundation of all the ſublequW-u:i, 
proceedings, which ultimately terminated in a 
volution. The deputies appointed on this occalic 
in a little time, failed for Philadelphia; and, FF. 80, 


their arrival, were ſoon joined by others inveſt 
vl 


E 


th ſimilar powers by the ſeveral provinces, and 
pointed for the ſame purpoſes. 


Ix this manner, by the general conſent of the 
ople, and the univerſal alarm for their liberties, 
new repreſentative body, with powers to bind all 


he American provinces, was ſpeedily conſtituted; 
mie continental Congreſs having, on the 26th of 
he tober 1774, finiſhed their deliberations, the 


WSuth-Carolina members returned home, and gave 
account of their proceedings. The moſt im- 
rtant of which were as follows: A ſtate of Ame- 
an claims, particularly of their excluſive right 
W tax themſelves, and to regulate their internal 
lity : © A petition to the King, ſtating their 
icvances, and praying a repeal of thirteen Acts 
parliament which impoſed taxes on them, 
interfered in their internal government ; * and 


ty-u aſſociation to ſuſpend importations of Britiſh 
genWods, and the exportation of American produce, 
1 mitt] theſe grievances were redreſſed. ? They alſo 


ers 2 
ns Il 


f thel 
ſs, tt 
1cctil! 


Idrefled the people of Great-Britain,“ and the 
habitants of the colonies. With great energy 
language they juſtified their proceedings to 
th, and egdeavoured to diſſuade the former 
om aiding any attempt on their liberties, and 
e latter from a tame relinquiſhment of them, 
o give efficacy to the meaſures adopted by the 
putics at Philadelphia, it was determined, by 

the 


eſe rel 
bſeque 
in 2 
occaſi 
and, ( 
invell 
vil 


"See note IV. © See note v. See note vr. 
© See note VII, * See note vIII. 


— — * — ——— 


1 


the general committee in Charleſton, to con) 
a provincial Congreſs, by electing repreſentatin 
from every pariſh and diſtrict in South-Carolu 
and to ſubmit the proceedings of the contineuiiſ 
Congreſs to their judgment. As the , mealug 
about to be adopted depended entirely on the 
ſent of the people, a very large repreſentation 
thought adviſeable. The conſtitutional Aﬀemb 
conſiſted only of forty-nine, but this new. xe 
ſentative body conſiſted of more than two b 
dred. The members of the conſtitutional AM 
Tembly were univerſally members of the Cong 
but with this difference, that in the latter c 
city they could neither be prorogued nor difloh 
by the royal governor. This firſt provincial C 
greſs met on the 11th of January 1775, ande 
under conſideration the proceedings of the cou 
nental Congreſs at Philadelphia in the cloſe,off 
preceding year. Without one diſſenting vol 
they gave publick thanks to their late deputies! 
the continental Congreſs, approved their ju 
ceedings, and reſolved to carry them into e 
cution. Domeſtick manufactures were end 
raged. Donations were liberally made and 
warded to the ſuffering inhabitants of Boſte 
the greateſt zeal was diſcovered, by large 
jority of the people, to comply with the detrrn | 
nation of theſe new made repreſentative: boi 
Leſt the ſelfiſhneſs of individuals might bie 
through the publick reſolutions, committees oft 
ſpection and obſervation were appointed, we 
buſineſs it was to ſce that they were un! de 

obe yet 


1 

deyed. Peter Timothy, Eſq. the chairman of 
e of theſe committees, was indefatigable in the 
recution of his duty, and, from time to time, 
ithfully reported to the general committee or 
ovrincial Congreſs every tranſaction that was in- 
aaſtent with the meaſures adopted by the 


bl 1 , untry. 


Tax firſt of February 1775 was the day fixed 
the continental Congreſs, after which no Bri- 
goods ſhould be imported. Notwithſtanding 

e ſolemnity with which the reſolutions had been 
WW opted, ſeveral veſſels loaded with Britiſh goods 
tried in the harbour after that period. It was 
pubtleſs preſumed by many that an aſſociation, 
contrary to the immediate intereſt and conve- 
ence of ſuch great numbers, would be either 
olated or evaded. But, to their great ſurprize, 
cy found the reſolutions ſo well obſerved, that 
ſingle article could not be landed, and chat they 
uſt either throw overboard or ſend back their 
rgoes. A veſſel arrived in March 1775 with 
few articles of houſehold furniture, and two 
dries, not defigned for ſale. A vote of the ge- 
ral committee, by a ſmall majority, determined 
at the landing of theſe articles, not being in- 
nded for trade, was not contrary to the conti- 
ntal aſſociation. The people, if poſſible, more 
alous than their leaders, reſpectſully petitioned 
e general committee to reconſider their vote on 
is ſubjet. Two hundred and fifty-ſix citizens 
wing concurred in this application, it was re- 
E confidered— 


— —, 
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conſidered the former vote reſcinded, and t 
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| horſes and houſhold furniture ſent back to Grey | t 
if | Britain. r1 
"1 3 wr 
19 In this manner, while the form of the or 
$i government fubſiſted, a new and independent uc 


thority was virtually eſtabliſhed. It was ſo u 
verſally the ſenſe of the people, that the pubiq 
; good required a compliance with the reſolution 
9 of Congreſs; that any man, who diſcovered 
4 | anxiety about the continuance of trade and H 
is ſineſs, was conſidered as a ſelfiſh individual, pr 
ferring private intereſt to the good of his count 
Under the influence of theſe principles, the lf 
temperate zeal of the populace tranſported the 

"i frequently fo far beyond the limits of moderation 
[ | as to apply ſingular puniſhments to particular pai 
14 ſons who contravened the general ſenſe of tif 
| community. 


Tuls was the third time that a ſcheme of na! 
importation had been adopted. From its ſuccel 
on two former occaſions, and an apprehenſion tli 
| the trade of America was neceſſary to the inh 
bitants of Great-Britain, it was generally hof 
the obnoxious acts would ſoon be repealed. Th 
non-exportation of produce was not to take pla 
till the 10th of September following, and wi 
only adopted as a proviſional expedient in cal 
the other ſhould fail. An appeal to arms, ind 
i! pendence, and an alliance with France, wel 
events at this period neither intended nor e- 

pectt 


© 


Qed. A bloodleſs ſelf-denying oppoſition was 
| that South-Carolina deſigned, and was all the 
rifice, which, as ſhe ſuppoſed, would be re- 
jired- at her hands. The ſubſequent events 
oved that much more was to be done, and 
uch heavier ſufferings to be undergone, before 
Wc prize, for which ſhe contended, could be 
trained. 
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CHAPTER SECOND. 
Of the taking of arms. 


URING the firſt three months of the yl 
1775, hopes were entertained that, Great 
Britain would follow the ſame line of policy which 
before had led her to repeal the ſtamp- act. wo 
ſanguine friends of America preſumed, that a fig 3 
adherence to their reſolutions of non- -\mportatiq 4 
and non-exportation would induce the moth 
country to recede from her demands. Win 4 
with theſe expectations, they looked for the i 
veſſels from Great-Britain, after the winter ſefh | 
of parliament, with an ardour not known befa : 
On the 19th of April 1775, à packet from; Lolli 
don reached Charleſton; but with intelligence fu 
verſive of the pleafing hopes of a ſpeedy accag 
modation, On that fame day hoſtilities wel 
commenced at Lexington, in the Maſſachuſet 
by. a detachment from the royal army at Bolta 
againſt the inhabitants of that province. With 
a —_ days after a particular account of that blog 
ſcene was brought to the general committee! 


Charleſton. No event during the war ſeemed thi 
univerſally to intereſt the minds of the people, Mille 
were ſtruck with the new face of things, and han- 
vicwed the conteſt in a much more ſerious lig rms 
From every appearance Great- Britain, inſtead Cong 
redrefling American grievances, was detertninWoſti] 
to agg, the, coloniſts into ſubmiſſion. e 


ſpit 
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irit of freedom, beating high in every breaſt, 
ald not brook the idea; while reaſon, more 
WS mpcrate in her deciſions, ſuggeſted to the people 
eir inſufficiency to make efteQual oppoſition. 
Hey were fully apprized of the power of Britain 
They knew that her fleets covered the ocean, 
d that her flag had waved in triumph through 
Wc four quarters of the globe—They knew that 
ey were expoſed on their weſtern frontiers to 
e irruptions of ſavage tribes, whoſe common 
Die of warfare is promiſcuous carnage—and they 


ot not ignorant that their ſlaves might be worked 

Wan 3 pon, by the inſidious offer of freedom, to fla) 

15 . Peir maſters in the peaceful hour of domeſtick ſe- 
glu 


. The province, through its whole extent on 
eden coaſt, which is nearly two hundred miles, was 
cceſſible to the fleets and armies of Great-Britain. 
ce ui or defence, it poſſeſſed but a few fortifications, 
accomdo inconfiderable for particular notice, and even 
S va eſe were held by the officers of the King. The 
pyal governor was commander in chief of the 
Bolta ilitia ; and all the officers, being of his appoint- 
Witch gent, held their commiſſions during his pleaſure. 
be inhabitants were quite defenceleſs - without 
utter rms — without ammunition—without clothing 

ithout ſhips without money without officers 
alled in the art of war. The ſtores of the mer- 
and nahhants afforded no ſupplies, as the importation of 
us ligems had been reſtrained by the reſolutions of 
nſteadongreſs. That Great-Britain would commence 
termnWoltilities, was not imagined—that America ſhould 
n. ne recourſe to arms, was not originally in- 
tended; 


C2 


tended; of courſe no exception was made to the 
general ſcheme of non- importation. Twelve hun- 
dred ſtand of muſquets were in the royal maga- 
zine, but they could not be obtained without the 
commiſſion of an overt act of treaſon. However, 
this alarming criſis of publick affairs ſtripped 
treaſon of its wonted terrors— All ſtatutes: of alle. 
giance were conſidered as repealed on the plaing 
of Lexington, and the laws of ſelt-preſervation 
left to operate in full force — Accordingly, on the 


night after intelligence of actual hoſtilities was re. 


ceived, a number of the principal gentlemen, in 
Charleſton concerted a plan to take poſſeſſion of 
the arms and accoutrements in the royal arſenal, 
which they inſtantly carried into execution. They 
removed them that night from the arſenal, and 
afterwards diſtributed them among the men en- 
liſted in the publick ſervice. Lieutenant governor 

Bull immediately offered a reward of one hundred 


pounds ſterling to any perſon who ſhould, diſcover 


the perſons concerned in this buſineſs ; but ſuch, 
as had the power had not the inclination, while 
the few who had the inclination were afraid to 


incur the riſk of informing. 0 if 
JG 


HirnERro the oppoſition to Great-Britain had 
been entirely conducted on commercial principles; 
but the, difregarding the lofles conſequent en the 


ſuſpenſion of her. American trade, and turning a 


deaf ear to the petitions and remonſtranees ofthe 
coloniſts, had ſeriouſly reſolved. to. enforce. their 


obedience. The Americans, therefore, now found 
themſelves 


(32 ) 


themſelves with no alternative left, but a mean 
ſubmiſſion, or a manly and virtuous reſiſtance. 
Though the coloniſts to the ſouthward of Boſton 
were not immediate ſufferers, yet they were ſen- 
fible that a foundation was laid for every ſpecies 
of future oppreſſion. The news- papers and other 
publications, through all the colonies, were filled 
with arguments and declamations to the following 
effect: If a Britifh parliament, in which we are 
© unrepreſented, has a right to ſhut up our ports, 
to tax us at pleaſure, to aboliſh our charters, and 
to bind us in all caſes whatſoever, we are tenants 
Fat will, depending on the good humour of our 
{ fellow-ſubjeQts for all our poſſeſſions L 


Is this new ſtate of matters, the provincial 


Congreſs was immediately ſummoned by the ge- 
neral committee, to meet in twenty-three days at 
Charleſton. The reaſons ſtated for this unexpect- 
ed call were aſſigned by themſelves in the follow- 
ing words: 
I. Breavst the Britiſh troops, in the pro- 
*vince of Maſſachuſetts, did, on the 19th of April 
* laſt, commence a civil war in America, with force 
* of arms, ſeizing and deſtroying the property of the 
" people of that colony, and making hoſtile aſſaults 
don their perſons, whereby many of them fell in 
battle in defence of the property and liderty of 
America. A conduct in the Britiſh troops a- 
eee in effect to a direct and Nil attack 
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upon the whole people of this continent, threat © re 
© ening them with all the calamities of flavery, «dr 
2 
II. BECAUskE this colony cannot diſcharge her f 5 
* duty in defence of American freedom, unleſ 6 we 
© we are put into a ſtate of ſecurity againſt any Le 
© immediate attack by the Britiſh arms. This un 
colony being in a manner ſo totally defenceleſs, 1 
© that if only a ſmall Britiſh military force ſhould 8. 
© arrive, while things are in ſo deplorable a ſitua. lo ge 
© tion, they might eaſily take poſt in Charleſton, one 
© where the continuance of the provincial” Com Wh prov 
« preſs, and general committee, would thereby the ; 
become not only dangerous, but impraQicable; WW 311d 
and there not being any body of men to enforce Wl tant 
the execution of the American aſſociation, there Grea 
< is every probability that, in ſuch a ſituation of aiſem 


< affairs, it would be immediately violated; A 
© circumſtance that might be of the __ — 
© conſequence to America. = 


III. BEcAuUsE there are juſt grounds to ap- 


prchend an inſurrection of the ſlaves, and hoſtili- | 
| ties from the Indians, inſtigated by has nimoy 
| a a wicked adminiſtration. | aA 
| £2 SGF © 57 Y th. 
© IV. Becavss the formidable nal na» dhe m. 
val forces, lately ſent from Great-Britain to nally b 
inforce the army in Boſton, manifeſt the ac b * 
curſed deſign of the Britiſh miniſtry to endea - 
vour to quell the American troubles ; by the lav 11 
| © of arms, and not to quiet them by the laws of WW gain 


6 reaſon 


5 


© reaſon and juſtice. Hence, deſpairing of a re- 
« dreſs of grievances by dutiful and peaceable 
c applications, long unavailingly preſented to his 
« Britannic Majeſty, we ſee no alternative but that 
« we ſubmit to abje& flavery, or appeal to the 
Lord of Hoſts in defence of the common and 
© unalienable rights peculiar to Engliſhmen.” 


— 


8ö great was the zeal of the inhabitants, and 
ſo general the alarm throughout the province, that 
one hundred and ſeventy-two members of the 
provincial Congreſs met on the day appointed, 
the firſt of June 1775, and proceeded with ſuch 
aſſiduity, that they finiſhed a great deal of impor- 
tant buſineſs in a ſhort ſeſſion of twenty-two days. 
Great were the objects which came before this 
aſſembly. - Hitherto the only ſacrifices demanded 
at the ſhrine of liberty, were a ſuſpenſion of trade 
and buſineſs; but now the important queſtion 
was agitated, whether it was better to live ſlaves 
© or die freemen.“ 


| 

| 
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O the ſecond day of their meeting it was una- 
mmouſly reſolved, that an aſſociation was neceſ- 
ary. The following one was drawn up and ſigned 
by their preſident Henry Laurens, eſq. and all 
the members preſent, and afterwards very gene- 
nlly by the inhabitants. 


++$SOUTH-CAROLINA.. 
Tun , aQtual,, commencement of . hoſtilities 
'gainſt this continent by the Britiſh troops, in 
I the 


2 * 
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© the bloody ſcene on the 19th of April laſt, nex mat 
© Boſton—the increaſe of arbitrary impoſition Cor 
from a wicked and deſpotick miniſtry—and the ado 
« dread of inſurrections in the colonies—arc hun 
© cauſes ſufficient to drive an oppreſſed people to lang 
© the uſe of arms. We, therefore, the ſubſcri. * up 
© bers, inhabitants of South-Carolina, holding * the 
< ourſelves bound by that moſt ſacred of all obli. expe 
© pations—the duty of good citizens towards an out 
© injured country, and thoroughly convinced that, noth 
© under our preſent diſtreſſed circumſtances, we peop 
c ſhall be juſtified before God and man in refit. eight. 
ing force by force—do umte ourſelves under cirei 

every tie of religion and honour, and aſſociate 
as a band in her defence againſt every foe— 80 
hereby ſolemnly engaging that, whenever our gent] 
continental or provincial councils ſhall deeree i comt 
neceſſary, we will go forth, and be ready to fa times 
© erifice our lives and fortunes to ſecure her free- their 
* dom and ſafety. This obligation to continue in fortu 
© full force until a reconciliation ſhall take place unt 
© between Great-Britain and America, upon con- obtai! 
« ſtitutional principles—an event which we moſt I grets, 

© ardently defire. And we will hold all thoſe pet. 
« ſons inimical to the liberty of the colonies who Chrif 
* ſhall retuſe to ſubſcribe this aſſociation.“ E 
| Wen 
W1THIN three days aſter, it was reſolved to raile 

two regiments of foot, and a regiment of rangers, Willis 
and to put the town and province in a reſpectabee age ] 
poſture of defence. Thele reſolutions were de- Alexa 


liberately agreed to, aſter counting the coſt. Eſti 
mates 


1 


mates of expences were laid before the provincial 
Congreſs, by which it appeared that the meaſures 
adopted would coſt the province, the firſt year, one 
hundred and forty thouſand pounds ſterling. The 
language of the times was, we will freely give 
© up half, or even the whole of our «ſtates for 


expences bills of credit were {truck, which, with- 
out being a tender in law, and though funded on 
nothing but the conſent and enthuſiaſm of the 
people, retained their credit undiminiſhed for 
cighteen months, and anſwered every purpoſe of a 
circulating medium. 


So great was the military ardour among the 
gentlemen of the province, that the candidates for 
commiſlions in the propoſed regiments were four 
times as numerous as could be employed, and in 
their number were many of the firſt families and 
fortune. They who were appointed by their 
country, for the command of its regular forces, 
obtained rank by the vote of the provincial Con- 
greſs, in the following order: 


Chriſtopher Gadſden, col. 
Iſac Huger, lieut. col. 


Owen Roberts, major, 


of the firſt regi- 
meut of foot. 


aile 
ers, William Moultrie, col. cc re. 
able WI lac Motte, licur, col. 


| iment of foot, 
Alcxander M*Intoth, major, F 


William 


« the ſecurity of our libertics.” To defray theſe 
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William Thomſon, lieut. col. 
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James Mayſon, major, 


10 


Cha. Coteſworth Pinckney, 


Bernard Elliot, 
Francis Marion, 
William Cattell, 
Peter Horry, 
Daniel Horry, 
Adam M Donald, 
Thomas Lynch, junior, 
William Scott, 
John Barnwell, 
Nicholas Eveleigh, 
James M<Donald, 
Iſaac Harleſton, 
Thomas Pinckney, 
Francis Huger, 
William Maſon, 
Edmund Hyrne, 
Roger-P. Sanders, 
Benjamin Cattell, 
Charles Motte, 


Samuel Wile, 
Ezekiel Polk, 
John Caidwell, 

Eli Kerſhaw, 
Robert Goodwyn, 
Moſes Kirkland 
Edward Richardſon, 
Thomas Woodward, 
John Purves, 


of the regiment 
of rangers. 


Captains m 
8 the iſt and 20 
| regiments 0! 
| foot. 


Captains in 
„ the regimen! 
| of rangers- 
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1 
i Anthony Aſhby, 


2 James Ladſon, 

3 John Vanderhorſt, 

4 John Mouatt, 

5 Thomas Elliott, 

6 William Oliphant, 

- Glen Drayton, 

8 Joſeph Joor, 

o Robert Armſtrong, 
10 John Blake, 

11 Alexander M Queen, 
12 James Peronneau, 

13 Richard Shubrick, 
14 Richard Fuller, 

15 Richard Singelton, 
16 John-Allen Walter, 
17 Benjamin Dickinſon, 
18 William Charnock, 
19 Thomas Leſeſne, 

20 Thomas Moultrie, 


1 John-Lewis-Peyer Imhoff, 
Charles Heatley, 

3 Allen Cameron, 

4 Richard Winn, 

5 John Donaldſon, 

6 Hugh Middleton, 

7 Lewis Dutarque, 

5 Francis Boyakin, 

) Samuel Watſon, 


N 
— 
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| Firſt lieute- 
nants in the 
> iſt and 2d 
regiments of 
foot. 


— 


A 


Firſt lieute- 
nants of the 
regiment of 
rangers. 


IN 


C2 
In this manner, in a few weeks after the Lex. 
ington battle, the popular leaders became paſſeſſed 


of an army and treaſury at their command, 
The militia officers alſo having reſigned their com. 


miſſions under the royal governor, were, by their 0 5 
own conſent, ſubjected to the orders of the pro. Fa 
vincial Congreſs, The following gentlemen were 10 
choſen a council of ſafety: col. Henry Laurens, 
col. Charles Pinckney, the hon. Rawlins Lawndes, c 
Thomas Ferguſon, Miles Brewton, Arthur Middle. « dr 
ton, Thomas Heyward, junior, Thomas Bee, and © ag 
John Huger, eſqrs. col. James Parſons, hon. Wil Tk 
liam-Henry Drayton, Benjamin Elliatt, and Wil- 6 ohe 
liam Williamſon, eſquires. To this council the tal 
provincial Congreſs delegated authority to certify e tio 
commiſſions, to ſuſpend officers, and to order his 
courts-martial for their trial; to have the direc- © the 
tion, regulation, maintenance and ordering of the TS 
army, and of all military eſtabliſmments and ar- © it + 
rangements, and to draw on the treaſury tor the © Ma 
demands of the publick ſervice. © pre 
c N | 
Dokixs the fitting of this Congreſs, which had 2: 
in ſo many inſtances invaded the royal prerogative, den 
lord William Campbell, governor of the province, « {els 
arrived, and was received with all the demonſtra- © fron 
tions of joy uſual on ſimilar occaſions. The oy: 6 ſtrat 
vincial Congreſs waited on him with the following on 
addreſs : ed | 
Brit 
May it pleaſe your exccllency, "the | 
* We, his Majeſty's loyal ſubjects, the rep'e- Ml bert 


6 ſentativcs 


pre- 
ves 


= 


« ſentatives of the people of this colony, in Con- 
« oreſs aſſembled, beg leave to diſcibſe to your ex- 
© cellency the true cauſes of our preſent proceed- 


© ings, not only that upon your arrival 4tnotig us 
you may receive no unfavourable impreſſion of 
© our conduct, but that we may ſtand juſtified 


«© to the world. 


ne the ordinary modes of application fot fe- 

« dreſs of grievances, and the uſual means of defence 
© againſt arbitrary impoſitions, have failed, man- 
kind generally have had recburſe to thoſe that are 
extraordinary: hence the otigin of the continen- 
tal Congreſs ; and hence the preſent repreſenta- 
© tion of the people in this colony. It is unneceſ- 
© ſary to enumerate the grievances of America: 
they have been ſo often repreſented, that your 
{ excellency cannot be a ſtrariger to them. Let 
© it therefore ſuffice to ſay, that the hands of his 
© Majeſty's miniſters, having long lain heavy, now 
© preſs us with intolerable weight. We declare that 
no love of innovation, no deſire of altering the 
* conſtitution of government, no luſt of indepen- 
* dence, has had the leaſt influence upon out coun- 
*iels; but, alarmed and rouſed by a long ſucceſ- 
* fion of arbitrary proceedings by wicked admini- 
f trations, impreſſed with the greateſt apprehen- 
ſion of inſtigated inſurrections, and deeply affect- 
ed by the commencement of hoſtilities by the 
* Britiſh troops apainſt this continent, ſolely for 
"the preſervation and in defence of our lives, li- 
* derties and properties, we have been impelled 
to allociate, and to take up arms. WE 
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Wx ſincerely deplore thoſe flanderous infor. 
© mations, and wicked counſels, by which his Ma. 
jeſty has been led into meaſures, which, if per. 


© ſiſted in, muſt inevitably involve America in al 1 
the calamities of civil war, and rend the Britiſh 177 
© empire. We only delire the ſecure enjoyment tatic 
© of our invaluable rights, and we wiſh for nothing liam 
more ardently than a ſpeedy reconciliation with 
© our mother-country, upon conſtitutional prin. 
© ciples. 0 
© thi 
* Consciovs of the juſtice of our cauſe, and ci 
© the integrity oi our views, we readily profeſs our * ten 
© loyal attachment to our Sovereign, his crown and har 
« dignity ; and, truſting the event to Providence, * An 
ve prefer death to ſlavery. 
6 I 
© Txzss things we have thought it our duty to my 
declare, that your excellency, and, through you, Ml © &uc 
our auguſt Sovereign, our fellow. ſubjects, and *at | 
the whole world, may clearly underitand that * UPO 
* our taking up arms is the reſult of dire nece!- no 
« fity, and in compliance with the firſt law of WW © vita 
© nature. * with 
| ap; 
We intreat and truſt, that your excellency | 
© will make ſuch a repreſentation of the Rate ©: Or 
© this colony, and of our true motives, as to afſurc by ch. 
his Maje ſity that, in the midſt of all our comp! ms of 
© cated di ſtreſſes, he has no ſubjedts in his wide N 
« extended dominions, who more ſincerely deſire = 
iC\ 


© to teſtify their loyalty and affection, or you 
vou 
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© would be more willing to devote their lives and 
© {ortunces in his real ſervice,” 


To this addreſs, preſented on the 21ſt of June 
1775, in behalf of the Congrels, by a large depu- 
tation of their number, his excellency lord Wil- 
liam Campbell made the following anſwer: 


© GENTLEMEN, 
©] xxow of no repreſentatives of the people of 
« this province, except thoſe conſtitutionally con- 
* xcned in the general aſſembly; and am incompe- 
tent to judge of the diſputes which at preſent un- 
© happily ſubſiſt between Great-Britain and the 
American colonics. 


Ir is impoſſible, during the ſhort interval ſince 
* my arrival, that I ſhould have acquired iuch a 
* knowledge of the {tate of the province, as to be 
* at preſent able to make any repreſentation there- 
upon to his Majeſty ; but, you may be atlured, 
no repreſentation ſhall ever be made by me, but 
* what ſhall be ſtrictly conſiſtent with truth, and 
with an carneſt endeavour to promote the real 
happineſs and proſperity of the province.” 


Orros1TION having been carricd much further 
by this Congreſs than was originally intended at 
tue time of their cle&ion, they rclolved to give 
the pcople a freſh opportunity to exprels their un— 
bualled judgment on the ſtate of publick affairs. 
They therctore determined, that their own cxiit- 


(; 


Chee 
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ence as a body ſhould expire in about ſix weeks, 
viz. on the ſixth of Augult next following; and 
that a new election ſhould be held on the two ſuc. 
ceeding days for a new provincial Congreſs. On 
the 22d of June 1775 they adjourned, having firſ 
delegated a great part of their authority to the 
council of fatety and the general committee, the 
former of which was in the nature of an executive, 
and the latter of a legiſlative authority. It was pat. 
ticularly recommended to the general committee, 
to take effectual methods to have the affociation 
ſigned throughout the province, and to demand 
from the non-ſubſcribers the reaſons of their re. 
fuſal. Excepting in that part of the country in- 
cluded between the Broad and Saluda rivers 
the non- ſubſcribers were comparatively few. In 
Charleſton, where the general committee ſat, their 

number amounted to about forty. The greateli 
part of theſe were officers living on ſalaries paid 
by his Britannick majeſty. They and others in 
the ſame predicament were advertiſed as inimical 
to the libertics of America, and all intercourſe be- 
tween them and the Aﬀociators was interdicted. 
An oath of neutrality was required of all, to which 
ſome agreed. Thoſe who refuſed were difarmed, 
and a few, ws would not enter into any engage- 

ents for the pa ſecurity, were confined to 
their houſes and plantations. 


Tur people having concurred with the view 
of Congreſs in a military oppoſition, various plans 


were ſuggeſted for the 3 of the province. 
Some 
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Some thought it neceſſary to obſtruct the bar, 
by ſinking veſlels ſo as to exclude the approach 
of Hips of war. Others propoled abandoning the 
town, and making their ſtand in the country. 
Many meaſurements were made, and much ex- 
pence incurred, to accompliſh the firſt, but it was 
at laſt abandoned as impracticable. Nevertheleſs 
a ſpirited reſolution was adopted to defend the 
town to the laſt extremity. 


Ar the time all theſe military preparations 
were making, the whole quantity of powder in 
the province did not exceed three thouſand 
pounds. The people not originally deſigning a 
military oppoſition, no care was taken to provide 
ſtores ; but now, reduced to the alternative of 
lighting or ſubmitting, extraordinary methods 
were taken to obtain a ſupply. The inhabitants 
of Eaſt- Florida having never joined in meaſures 
of oppoſition to Great-Britain, the ports of that 
province were open for the purpoſes of trade. 


TWELVE perſons, in which number were cap- 
tins Tempirere, Cochran, Hatter, Tufts, Joyner; 
vleflrs, Tebant, Williamſon and Jenkins, authoriz- 
ed by the council of ſafety, ſailed from Charleſton 
wr that conſt; and, by {urprize, boarded a veſſel 
car the bar of St. Auguſtine, though twelve Bri- 
ll grenadicrs, of the 14th regiment, were on 
board. they took out fifteen thouſand pounds of 
Powder, for which they gave a bill of exchange to 
le captain, and having ſecured a ſafe retreat to 

themiclves, 
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themſelves, by iptking the guns of the powder fron 
veſiel, they ſet fail for Carolina. Apprehending « G1 
that they ſhould be purſued, they ſteered for eint 
Beaufort. From that place they came by the in. « thi 
land navigation, and delivercd their prize to the ou 
council of ſafety, whilſt their purſuers were look. It wi 
ing for them at the bar of Charleſton. This ſea. © be 
ſonable ſupply enabled the people of South-Caro. bei 
lina to oblige their ſuffering brethren in Maſſachu- WW © ny. 
ſetts, who, though im nediately expoled to the the 
Britiſh army, were in a great meaſure deſtitute orde. 
of that neceſſary article of defence. Part of this Mott 
powder, which was taken near the bar at St. Au- was : 
guſtine, was alſo furniſhed to the troops who went prize 
in the year 1775 on the expedition into Canada. On t 
Though the popular leaders had determined on 2 lande 
military oppoſition, yet Fort Johnſon on James- guns 
Iſland, which commanded the harbour of Charlef retire 
ton, eines in poſſeſſion of the King's ſervants of wa 
for more than three months after theſe reſolutions with 
were adopted. The Tamar floop of war, and Che. Nat the 
rokee armed veſſel of eiohteen guns, lay in rebel: they 
hlon road oppoſite to Sulliva an's and; This force dawn 
vas at that time fully ſufficient to have deſtroyed Wl then 
the town ; but the roval officers, either from an ton t 
apprehenſion that indiſcriminate violence could reſo; 
not be juſtificd, or from a contempt of the po- | 
pular party, attempted nothing vigorous .. uh 
deciſive. | tne K 
with 
BOUT the middle of Septem ber 177 5 the 3 Wl to 
nc 5 committee became poſſeſſed of intelligencs bad Da 
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ſrom lord William Campbell That the King of 
© Great-Britain was reſolved to carry his ſcheme 
© into execution from one end of the continent to 
«the other, and that troops would ſoon be ſent 
© out to all the colonies.” On the next evening 
it was reſolved, That proper meaſures ought to 
be immediately taken, to prevent Fort Johnſon 
being made uſe of to the prejudice of the colo- 
ny,” This reſolution being communicated to 
E the council of ſafery, they iſſued the neceſſary 
orders for ſecuring that important poſt. Colonel 
Motte, with a party of the new raiſed provincials, 
was appointed to execute this firſt military enter- 
prize, under the authority of the council of ſafety. 
On the night on which he embarked, before he 
landed on the iſland, the fort was diſmantled, the 
guns diſmounted, and the people belonging to it 
retired on board the Cherokee and Tamar veſſels 
of war. On the following night captain Hey ward, 
with thirty-five of the Charleſton artillery, landed 
at tne fort; and notwithſtanding an inceflant rain, 
they had three guns ready for action before the 
dawning of day. The officers of the men of war, 
tuen in the harbour, diſcovered a ſtrong inclina- 
tion to fire upon the fort; but, for very prudent 
rcaſons, deſiſted from the attempt. 


I popular leaders iſſued orders, forbidding 
! * 5 

ne King's victuallers to ſupply the men of war 
2 N MX * hs 

wt proviſtons and water, otherwiſe than from 
Wy to day. After ſundry letters and meflages 
had paſted on this lubjcct, captain 'Thornborough, 
el 
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of the ſloop Tamar, gave publick notice, That 
© if his Majeſty's agents in Charleſton were not 
permitted regularly, and without moleſtation, to 
«* ſupply the King's ſhips Tamar and Cherokee 
© with ſuch proviſions as he thought neceſlary to 
demand, he would not from that day, fo far as it 
© was in his power, ſufter any veſſel to enter the 
c harbour of Charleſton or depart from it.” Much 
was expected from this well-timed threat. The 
royal ſervants had flattered themſelves that the 
oppoſition was entirely owing to a few ambitious 
demagogues in Charleſton, 


Tut new provincial Congreſs met, agreeabiy 
to their original appointment, on the iſt of No- 
vember 1775. On that day capt. 'Lhornborough 
ſent this menacing letter to the chairman of the 
general committee. This Congreis had been 
choſen ſubſequent to the late reſolution for rail: 
ing troops, and reſiſting Great-Britain. The royal 
ſervants preſumed that the people at large would 
not juſtify theſe invaſions of their maſter's prero- 
gative ; and, as they had lately had an opportunity 
given by a general and free election to exprel 
their real opinions on the ſtate of the province, 
that the new Congreſs would reverſe the determi- 
nations of the former, They were encouraged in 


| theſe ill- founded hopes by a petition of three hun- 


dred and ſixty-eight inhabitants of Charleſton, 


who had requeited the council of fatety to defilt, 


till the mecting of the new Congreſs, from the 
execution of a plan which was patronized b) 4 
number 


num 

W ſhips 

bar. 

W the 1 
from 


to W. 


exec 


They 


cruiſe 
tined 


Tr 
the c 
of ho 
and f 
debat 
gth o 
office 
© mult 
* pal; 
* ate; 
the pe 
mont! 
from 

Wher 
nicate 


capt, 


loop 


ao 0 


number of leading men, for driving the king's 
W ſhips out of the harbour, and for obſtructing the 
W bac. To the great ſurpriſe of the king's officers, 
me new provincial Congreſs, inſtead of receding 
from the reſolution of the former, took methods 
to ward off the injuries that might ariſe from the 
execution of the menaces of capt. 'Thornborough. 
They ſent out two armed pilot boats with orders to 
cruiſe near the bar, and to caution all veſſels deſ- 
tined for Charleſton to ſteer for ſome other port. 


Tux late Congreſs in June had agreed to arm 
the colony; but many {till ſhuddered at the idea 
of hoſtile operations againſt their former friends 
and fellow. ſubjects. It was at length, after much 
debating, refolved by the new Congreſs, on the 
gth of November 1775, to direct the American 
officer commanding at Fort Johnſon, by every 
military operation, to endeavour to oppoſe the 
* paſſage of any Britiſh naval armament that might 
attempt to paſs.“ Though the fort had been in 
the poſſeſſion of the council of ſafety for near two 
months, yet a variety of motives reſtrained them 
from iſſuing orders to fire on the King's ſhips. 
When this reſolution was adopted, they commu- 
nicated it by the following letter, addreſſed to 
capt, Thornborough, commander of the Tamar 
loop of war. 
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BY ORDER OF CONGRESS, 
* Charlciton, Nov. 9, 1775, 


© SIR, 
Tur late cruel cannonade of Briſtol, by th 


« Britiſh ſhips of war, to enforce an arbitrary de c \ 
mand ot ſheep; the general depredations on the WW © app 
© American coaſt by miniſterial authority; hof 
* advices from England of large military arm Wi © wot 
ments by land and fea, for the hoſtile invaſion d 

the colonies upon this continent; and the pro 

« clamation of the 23d of Auguit laſt, at the cour A) 
© of St. James, by which the good people of Ame. ing þ 
rica are unjultly deſcribed as in avowed rebellion, royal 
© ſuperadded to the former American grievances Will there 
and to your late unjuſtly ſeizing the perſons, ve: the p: 
« ſels and property of the inhabitants of this cou: Tufts 
© try, together with lord Wm. Campbell's threats of a r 
of botliry againſt us; have funk deep in tit he w: 
minds of the © peopic; * ha, ſccing themſclves, vj ing ſe 
the roya al ot in effect put out of the regal pte: the tc 
© tection, are at length driven to the diſagreeabl and ( 
8 neceſſty . ordering 2 military oppolition $91 1776, 
© arms of the Britiſh miniſtry: but the people on Fenn 
« South-Carolinz, remembering that thoſe vis pectin 
* point the Britiſh arms at their brealts, and againk Would 
their invaluable liberties, are their dear COUutr)- ll {els qr 
men, and once were their — unvilliag, Toad, 
6 yet determi cd, to oppoſe any approach ol threat. ciner 
ening danger to their ſafety; have directed e % chor 
intimate to you, Sir, as commander in chief of eve 
Britiſm armament on this ſtation, that orders ae Wl 1.11; 


iſſued to the commanding oſſicer at by ort Johnion, 
0 bY 


= 


« by every military operation, to endeavour to 
« prevent any miniſterial armament from paſſing 
that poſt. 


Wer thus think it proper to warn you of an 
approach that muſt be productive of the ſhedding 
© of blood, which, in other circumſtances, we 
would endeavour to prevent. 


« WiLLiam-HtngyYy DRAYTON, Preſident.” 


Ax open paſſage to the town, without approach- 
ing Fort Johnſon, was ſtill practicable for the ſmall 
royal armed veſſels Tamar and Cherokee, It was 
therefore at the ſame time reſolved, to obſtruct 
the paſlage through Hog-lfland channel. Captain 
Tufts was ordered to cover and protect the ſinking 
of a number of hulks in that narrow ſtrait. While 
he was engaged in this buſineſs on board a coait- 
ing ſchooner, which was armed for the ſecurity ot 
the town, and called the Defence, the Tamar 
and Cherokee warped in the night of Nov. 12, 
1775, within gun ſhot of him, and began a heavy 
cannonade. The inhabitants were alarmed, ex- 
pecting that the town, in its defenceleſs ſtate, 
woutd be fired upon; but about funriſe both vel— 
(cls dropped down to their moorings in rebellion— 
load, without having done any 3 injury 
ether to the "OPS. or to any of her crew. The 
ſchooner Defence returned a few ſhot, but they 
Wie equally ineflectual. This was the commence- 
006 open ho{lilitics in South-Carolina, 


T6 i 


*v] 11 On 


1 


Ox the evening of the ſame day on which thi 
attack was made, the provincial Congreſs impreſled, 
tor the publick ſervice, the ſhip Proſper, and ap. 
pointed a committee to fit and arm her as a frigate 
of war. On the day following they voted that 
regiment of artillery ſhould be raiſed, to conſiſt 
three companies with one hundred men in each, 
Owen Roberts was appointed heutenant colonel; 
Bernard Elliott, major; Bernard Beekman, Charles 
Drayton and Sims White, captains of this body, 
Bills of credit, to the amount of ſeventeen thouſand 
pounds ſterling, were {truck tor their ſupport, 4 
vote was taken about the ſame time for a ner 
council of ſafety. Ten of the former thirteen wer 
re-clected, and the hon. Henry Middleton, Dani 
Oliphant and Thomas Savage, eſqrs. added in th 
room of three others. Their powers were en 
larged ſo far as to authorize them, * to do all fuct 
matters and things relative to the ſtrengthening, 
« lecuring and defending the colony as ſhould by 
them be judged expedient and neceſlary.” 
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AGREFABLY to the menaces of captain Thom. front 
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arty of riflemen, landed on the iſland, burnt the 
ö Nabouse. and broke up that aſylum of fugitive 
res. By order of the council of ſafety, whoſe 
hole plan was defence, he was reſtrained from 
fring on the King's ſervants, though his marks- 
men had fome of them fully in their power, 


ArTER theſe unauthorized ſeizures of pri- 
rate property had been continued about fix 
weeks, the council of ſafety took meaſures to 
drive the royal armed veſſels out of the road of 
Charleſton. To effect this col. Moultrie, with a 
party of new-raiſed provincials, and Charleſton- 
artillery, took poſſeſſion of Haddrell's point, and 
mounted a few pieces of heavy artillery on ſome 
light works. A few well directed ſhot from this 
poſt induced the commanders of the Cherokee 
and Tamar to put out to ſea. The harbour and 
road being clear, the council of ſafety proceeded 
in their plans of defence. They completed the 
fortifications at Haddrell's point, and at Fort 
johnſon continued a chain of fortifications in 
front of the town, both to the eaſtward and ſouth- 
vard and ereQed a new fort on James-Ifland to 
Wi: weſtward of Fort Johnſon, and a very ſtrong 
one on Hullivan's-Ifland. The militia were dili- 
gently trained—the provincial troops were aug- 
mented and diſciplined with care, and every pol- 
ble preparation made to defend the daten. 


addition to the four regiments ordered to be 
aucd in the Year 1775, two regiments of rifle- 
men 
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men were voted in February 1776, in which the 
tollowing appointments were made. 


liaac Huger, col. 


Alexander M<Intoſh, licut. col. of the iſt rift 


Benjamin Huger, major, * 
Thomas Sumpter, lieut. col. of the 2d reg. 
commandant, ment of rife. 

William Henderſon, major, men. 
Hezekiah Maham, ? 
Benjamin Tort, Captains of 
George Cogdell, the 1ſt regi. 
William Richardſon, > ment of rifle. 
Richard Richardion, jun. | men. 
William Henderſon, 
John Bowie, | J 

Samuei Taylor, 

ames Dub, | n of 
George Wade, 2d reg! 
Richard Richardſon, jun. [nem ent of ritic- 
William Brown, m 


NOTWITHSTAN DING Oppoſition had aſſume! 
a bolder face, yet the original plan of diſtreſſing 
the Britiſh trade and Weſt-India iſlands continucd 
to be obſerved: tho ugh the hopes entertained 0! 
a rearels of American grievances, from the juſtice, 
generoſity and my ©: the Britiſh nation, wert 
every Cay icls Janguine ; yet they were far fro 
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being entirely abandoned. It was preſumed in 
America that their military preparations would 
add weight to their commercial oppoſition, and 
operate more forcibly to induce the government 
of Great-Britain to redreſs their grievances. In 
the mother-country it was taken for granted, that 
reſolute exertions on her part, to enforce the ſub- 
miſſion of America, would effeCtually intimidate 
the colonies from perſevering in oppoſition. But 
on experiment it was found that vigorous mea- 
ſures, inſtead of inducing either party to recede, 
cucouraged both to perſevere. 


Is the midſt of their military preparations, 
the people of America adhered ſteadfaſtly to their 
original plan of non-importation and non-exporta- 
tion. Had independence been their firſt object, 
theſe reſtrictions would never have been adopted; 
had 1t been intended even when they firſt took 
up arms, they would have reſcinded their reſolu— 
tions, and imported more largely than ever. Com- 
mon tenſe revolts at the idea of a large body of 
p>cople, unable to ſupply their own wants, intend- 
ng a ferious war to emancipate their country 
from dependence on the parent-ſtate, and at the 
lame time, by a voluntary agreement, depriving 
temſelves ot all the means necetl: ary to procure 
torcign ſupplics. The people of South-Carolina 
not only oblcrved the continental reſolutions with- 
i their own limits, but co- operated with the 
ends of freedom in Ge orgia, to Prevent an in- 

gement of them in that colony. 
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ur party for royal government was ſo (trong 
in that infant colony, that they formed a hold 
attempt to contravene the publick reſolutions, 
They loaded eleven veſſels carly in 1776 with a 
view to trade contrary to the orders of Congreſs, 
To favour this deſign, four royal armed veſſels 
took their ſtation at Coxpur. One hundred and 
fifty volunteers from Charleſton, and three hun. 
dred and fifty from the ſouthern parts of South. 
Carolina, commanded by col. Bull, marched to 
Georgia to prevent the ſailing of theſe veſſels. 
They unrigged fix of them. Three were burnt 
0 the Britiſh—of the whole only two got off 
ſafe. 


CHAPTER 


C8 3 
CHAPTER THIRD 


Of the extindion of royal authority, and of 
the royali i/ts. 


HE legal repreſentatives met twice in the 
conſtitutional aflembly after the general 
meeting of the inhabitants on July 6, 1774. In 
their firſt {eihon after that event, it was privately 
determined to give the ſanction of their branch 
of the legiſlature to the reſolutions adopted by 
the inhabitants at their late convention, though 
they were well aware that any vote for that pur- 
poſe would induce the royal governor to exert 
his prerogative for their diſſolution. After finith- 
ing the neceſſary publick buſineſs, the ſpeaker of 
the houſe ſummoned a meeting of the members 
at a very early hour. The following motion, pre- 
viouſly prepared, was read and agreed to without 
any debate. 


JJ. 


Is the commons houſe of aflembly, Am 2, 
1774: Colonel Powell acquainted the houſe, that, 
during the receſs of this houſe, viz. on the 6th, 
th, and Sth da ys ok July laft, at a gcneral 
; meeting oi the inhabitants of this co! ony, they, 
having under conſiderati ION the acts OF P r lia- | 


ment tatcly paſled with regard to the port ot 


Bolton and colony of Natfachulctts, appointed 

tlic honourable Henry Middleton, john Rut- 

*kdge, Thomas Eaned⸗ Chriſtopher Gadiden 
c 
and 


= 


and Edward Rutledge, eſquires, deputies on the 
part and in behalf of this colony to meet the 
© deputies of the other colonies of North- Ame. 
© rica in general Congreſs the firit Monday of 
September next at Philadelphia, or at any other 
time or place that may be generally agreed on, 
© there to conſider the acts lately pafled and bills 


depending in parliament with regard to the port ple 
© of Boſton and colony of Maſſachuſetts-Bay; too 
* which acts and bills, in the precedent and con- con 
ſequences, affect the whole continent of Ameri. vin 
© ca: alſo the grievances under which America roy 
© labours by reaſon of the ſeveral acts of Parlia ſull 
ment that impoſe taxes or duties for raiſing a in] 
© revenue, and lay unneceflary reſtraints and bur. ona 
dens on trade, and of the ſtatutes, parliamentary yea! 
acts, and royal inſtitutions, which make an in- mei 
« vidious diſtinction between his Majeſty's ſubjects for 
in Great-Britain and America; with full power kno 
and authority to concert, agree to, and effectu- that 
« ally proſecute ſuch legal meaſures as, in the opi- 
nion of the ſaid deputies, and of the deputici E 
< ſo to be aſſembled, ſhall be moſt likely to obram the 
a repeal of thoſe acts and a redreſs of tholt Wil 
grievances: and thereupon moved, that this and 
© houſe do reſolve to recognize, ratify and con- his 
« firm the ſaid appointment of the deputies for the ſenti 
« purpoles aforeſaid. | lead 
the 
© RESOLVED nemine contradicente, that this abili 
* houſe do recognize, ratify and confirm the ap- Wi ci 
* pointment of the ſaid deputics, for the purpoics I the 1 


mentioned 


B 


© mentioned in the ſaid motion.“ The ſame words 
were uſed by the people in their general meeting, 
and by the legal repreſentatives in the conſtituti- 
onal aſſembly, and the ſame perſons were mem 
bers of both bodies. Lieutenant-governor Bull 
endcavoured to diſſolve them while they were ra- 
tifying this reſolution, but the buſineſs was com- 
pleted before a council could be convened. When 
too late, the ſentence was pronounced, with the 
concurrence of one counſellor, the hon. mr. Ir- 
vine, This proceeding leſſened the reſpect for 
royal government, and convinced the people more 
ſully of the propriety of tranſacting publick buſineſs 
in provincial congreſſes, rather than in conſtituti- 
onal aſſemblies. His Majeſty's council for ſeveral 
years had been loſing their weight in the govern- 
ment. 'Their number was ſmall, and they were 
for the moſt part perſons of little influence, un- 
known to the inhabitants in any other character 
than that of needy and depending crown officers. 


His Majeſty's juſtices made their laſt circuit in 
tne ſpring of 1775. On this occaſion the hon. 
William-Henry Drayton, one of the aſſiſtant judges, 
and the only one who was born in America, in 
his charge to the grand-jury inculcated the ſame 
ſentiments which were patronized by the popular 
leaders. Soon aſter, he was elected preſident of 
tae provincial Congreſs, and devoted his great 
abilities with uncommon zeal to the ſupport of the 
mcatures adopted by his native country. Before 
tie next circuit his colleagues, having refuſed to 
I lien 
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ſign the aſſociation, were diſarmed, and advertiſed 
as inimical to the liberties of America. Not long 


after he was appointed chief-juſtice by the voice 
of his country. 


TrrouGHnouT the year 1775, and the firſt 
months of the year 1776, the popular aflemblics 
by words avowed their allegiance to the King of 
Great-Britain. Even while they were arming 
themſelves they endeavoured to reconcile this con. 
duct with their allegiance, alleging it was only 
in ſelf- defence againſt miniſterial tyranny, and not 
for-purpoſes hoſtile to the King of Great-Britain, 
After the provincial Congreſs had raiſed regular 
troops, lord William Campbell gave commitſhons 
to the officers of volunteer companies of militia, 
which were formed and trained on the recom- 
mendation of the popular leaders. His lordſhip 
alſo convened an aſſembly, and tranſacted publick 
buſineſs with othcers in the provincial regiments 
who were alſo members of the conſtitutional legif 
lature ; but finding them inflexibly averſe from 
his ſchemes, he diſſolved them on the 15th of 
September 1775, and never afterwards iſſued 
writs for a new clection. For three months after 
his arrival he was unmoleſted, though indefatiga- 
ble in ſecretly fomenting oppoſition to the popu- 
lar meaſures. About the middle of September 
capt. Adam M' Donald, of the new raiſed pro- 
vincials, had the addreſs to get himſelf introduced 
to his Lordſhip under the feigned name of Dick 


Williams, a ſuppoſed confidential meſſenger from 
the 


55 


the back country royaliſts to the governor. In 
this aſſumed character he was informed that his 
lordſhip had, on the day before, received a letter 
from the King of Great-Britain, ſetting forth, 
that his Majeſty was determined ſpeedily to ſend 


1 © out troops to execute his ſchemes from one end 
(a) * of the continent to the other.“ With a view of 
of encouraging the royaliſts, the governor gave an 
ng exaggerated account of the power of Britain, and 
n. of her fixed reſolution to compel the ſubmiſſion 
nly of America, He interſperſed his diſcourſe with 
not the ſevereſt reflections on the new-fangled con- 
in, greſſes and committees. This converſation being 
lar ſpeedily reported to the general committee, they 


{ent a deputation from their body, of which cap- 
tain M Donald was one, to demand a communi— 
cation of his lordſhip's late deſpatches from Eng- 


ſhip land, and a peruſal of his correſpondence with 
lick the back country. All theſe requiſitions being 
ents peremptorily refuſed, it was moved in the com- 
gil. mittee to take the governor into immediate cuſ- 


tody, but the propoſition was rejected by a con- 
ſiderable majority. His Lordſhip, mortified at 
the deception which had been paſſed upon him, 
and diſtruſtful of his perſonal ſafety in Charleſton, 
took the province ſeal with him, and retired on 
board the Tamar ſloop of war. In about a fort- 
night after, the general committee ſent a deputati- 
on from their body with an addreſs, inviting his 
return to Charleſton; in which they aſſured him, 
that while, agreeably to his own repeated de- 
' clarations, he ſhould take no active part againſt 
* thg 
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© the good people of the colony, in the preſent 
* arduous ſtruggle for the preſervation of thei 
© liberties, they ſhould, to the utmoſt of their 
power, ſecure to his excellency that ſafety and 
* reipect for his perſon and character which the in. 


* habitants of Carolina had ever wiſhed to ſhey the 
© to the repreſentative of their Sovereign.“ Bu tol 
notwithſtanding theſe fair promiſes his lordſhip 
thought it moſt prudent to continue on board, 
| 
LEGISsLATIVE, executive and judicial power ti 
were inſenſibly transferred from their uſual chan- te 
nels to a provincial congreſs, council of ſafety, * 11 
and ſubordinate committees. The inhabitants, t! 
generally alarmed. for their liberties, took ſun- &' 
dry ſteps for their preſervation. From their g. 
own impulſe they met and choſe their repreſenta- © tc 
tives in committees and congreſſes. The power * 
of theſe bodies was undefined; but by common le 
conſent it was comprized in the old Roman max. de 
im: *©* To take care that the commonwealth af 
« ſhould receive no damage.“ The ardour of the * th 
people, and their jealouſy of the deſigns of Great- II 
Britain, gave the force of laws to their determi- 
nations. The voice of an approving count!) \ 
gave efficacy to the proceedings of the commit das 
tees. They ſupported the provincial Congrels, * (ie 
which, in its turn, gave an active energy to the "an 
reſolutions of the continental Congreſs. | ch 
. | oy 
EARLY in 3776 the hon. Henry Middleton, BI be 
| Chriſtophe! vel. 
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Chriſtopher Gadſden and John Rutledge, returned 
from the continental Congreſs while the provincial 
Congrels was fitting. The preſident William- 
Henry Drayton, being defired to return thanks 
to them and their colleagues for their ſervices in 
the American Congreſs, addreſſed them in the 
following words : 


* GENTLEMEN, 

Wurm the hand of tyranny, armed in hoſ- 
© tile manner, was extended from Great-Britain, 
* to ſpoil America of whatever ſhe held moſt va- 
£ luable, it was for the molt important purpoſes 
that the good people of this colony delegated 
you to repreſent them in the continental Con- 
* greſs at Philadelphia. It became your buſineſs 
to aſcertain the rights of America; to point out 
* her violated franchiſes; to make humble repre- 
ſentation to the King for redreſs; and, he being 
* deaf to the cries of his American ſubjects, to 
* appeal to the King of kings for the recovery of 
the rights of an infant people, by the Majeſty of 
* Heaven, formed for future empire. 


* In this moſt important buſineſs you engaged, 
das became good citizens, and ſtep by ſtep you 
 celiberately advanced through it with a regret 
and forrow, and with a reſolution and conduct, 
Achat bear all the characters of ancient magnani— 
mity. Your conſtituents, with a ſteady eye, 
bcheld your progreſs they ſaw the American 
* Claim of rights the aſſociation for the recovery 

© of 
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© of the American franchiſes—and the humble ye. 
« tition to the King for the redreſs of grievance, 
They ſaw the American appeal to the King 0 
kings, and a ſecond humble petition to the 
© Britiſh Monarch—alas! as unavailing as the 


_ © firſt. They have alſo ſcen the eſtabliſhment o 


an American naval force—a treaſury and gene. 
© ral poſt-office—and the laying on a continental 
* embargo. In ſhort, they have ſeen permiſſion 
granted to colonies to erect forms of govern. 
ment independent of, and in oppoſition to, 
the regal authority. 


© Your country ſaw all theſe proceedings, the 
work of a body of which you were and are mem. 
ders Proceedings ariſing from dire neceſſity, and 
© not from choice Proceedings that are the natu- 
ral conſequence of the preſent inauſpicious reign 
Proceedings juſt in themlelves, and which, not. 
* withitanding the late declarations of the corrupt 
© houſes of parhament—the proclamation of thc 
court of St. James's on the 23d of Auguli— 
and the ſubſequent royal ſpecch in parliament— 
* are exactly as far diſtant from treaſon and rebel- 
© lion, as ſtands the glorious revolution which 
« deprived a tyrant of his kingdoms, and elevates 
the houſc of Brunſwick to royalty. 


* WorTHY delegates | it 38 the judgment of 
your country that your conduct, of which | 
* have juſt marked the grand lines, in the Amc- 
* rican Congrels, is juſlifiable before Gob and 

6 mal), 
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«man, and that whatever may be the iſſue of 
« this unlooked for defenſive civil war, in which 
« unfortunately, though gloriouſly, we are en- 
gaged, whether independence or ſlavery, all the 
blood and all the guilt muſt be imputed to Bri- 
© tiſh and not to American counſels. Hence your 


« conſtituents, ſenſible of the propriety of your 
conduct, have conſtituted me their inſtrument, 


© ag well to ſignify to you their approbation, as 
© to preſent to you their thanks. I do there- 
© fore molt reſpectfully, in the name of the Con- 
« oreſs, preſent to you and each of you the thanks 
« of your country for your important fervices in 
the American Congreſs at Philadelphia. 


Is this manner, without annihilating the forms 
of the ancient regal conſtitution, a new govern- 
ment was in a ſhort time introduced by the con- 
ſent of the grand body of the people. 


TwouGn this new eſtabliſhment was effected 
by the voice of a great majority—great in num- 
ber, and in weight and influence greater {till ; 
yet, from the circulating of the affociation to be 
publiſhed, it was not wholly without oppoſition. 
Among the inhabitants of the back country ſeveral 
cvents, untavourable to any revolution, had lately 
taken place. About the year 1770, the extreme 
alculty ot bringing criminals from the remote 
ſettlements ta a legal condemnation had induced 
number of men, who called themſelves regula- 
vis, to take the law into their hands. They, by 
their 
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their own authority, inflicted corporal puniſhmer 
on ſundry perſons without any regular condemm. 
tion. To remedy abuſes of this kind, lord Charles 


Greville Montague, then governor of the province, 
advanced to the rank of colonel a man of loy 


character, of the name of Scovil, and employet 
him to enforce regular law among theſe ſelf.con. 
ſtituted regulators. In execution of his commiſion 
he adopted ſevere meaſures, which involved mul. 
titudes in great diſtreſs. Theſe unfortunate miſled 
regulators, having ſuffered for oppoſing regular 
government, could not be perſuaded to co-operate 
with their countrymen in the ſupport of congreſſet 
and committees. They conceived theſe new bo. 
dies to be ſimilar to their own regulating atlem- 


blies. 


Ix the ſame part of the country was a conſider. 
able number of Dutch inhabitants, who had ſettled 
on lands granted by the bounty of government. 
Theſe people had brought from Europe the mo- 
narchical ideas of their holding their poſſeſſions at 
the King's pleaſure. They were therefore eaiily 
made to believe, that the immediate loſs of their 
frecholds would be the probable conſequence of 
their acceding to the American meaſures. After 
the peace of Paris 1763, grants of land, five pound 
ſterling bounty, an exemption from taxes for tel 
vears, and payment ot their paſſages, were offered 
to induce foreign proteſtants to exchange theilt 
native country for a ſettlement in South Carolina. 
The Iriſh, who accepted theſe offers, were 2 

rai) 
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rally royaliſts. They conceived that they owed all 
thcſe indulgences to the bounty of the King, and 
therefore took part with his friends. The people 
of the ſame nation, who had migrated from the 
northern provinces, generally entered with zeal 
into the new meaſures. | 


Axton a people who had ſo many reaſons to 
love and fear their King, and who were happy un- 
der his government, it was no difficult matter for 
lord William Campbell to gain votaries to ſupport 
the royal intereſt, I-46 


His lordſhip was unremitting in his endea- 
vours to perſuade theſe uninformed back-ſettlers, 
that the power of Britain could never be effectu- 
ally reſiſted by the feeble American colonies— 
That the whole diſpute was about a trifling tax 
on tea, which, as they were not in the habit of 
vſing it, could nat to them be intereſting. It was 


mo- Wl frequently inſinuated that the gentlemen on the 
ns at Wl fea coaſt, in order to obtain their tea free from 
ah tax, were adopting meafures which would in- 
their Wi volve the back country in the want of ſalt, oſna- 
1 0: Wi burgs and imported neceſſaries; and that the ex- 
Altef 


pences of the new raiſed regiments would be in- 


und finitely more than the trifling taxes impoſed by 
jr ten ¶ the Britiſh parliament. i 7. i 
Fered WW 23 

their Tyr violence of ſome over-zealous friends, 


who inſiſted on their neighbours ſigning the aſ- 
Heintion, and who would not bear with the ſcru- 
Rs ples 
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ples and objections of their doubting brethren, 


produced in ſeveral a determined fpirit of op. 


polition. 


AT an election for repreſentatives in the firſ 
popular aflemblies, Moles Kirkland was an un. 
In great wrath he ex- 


ſucceſsful candidate. 
claimed, If this diſpute becomes ſerious, the 
people of South-Carolina ſhall feel the weight 
© of my influence.” When the officers for the 
provincial regiments were appointed, Congreſs, 
willing to gain him to their intereſt, gave him the 
rank of captain; but he was diſguſted that his 
neighbour and rival was promoted to the higher 
rank of major. At firſt he accepted his commil- 
ſion, and enliſted men; but he very ſoon reſigned 
it, and, to the utmoſt of his power, encouraged 
oppoſition to the meafures of Congreſs. 


Taz people generally felt themſelves ſecure 
in their perfons and property. It was therefore 
eaſy to offer arguments againſt renouncing pre- 
ſent comforts, to ward off future evils. The po- 
pular leaders could not urge the inhabitants to 
the dangers and expences of war, otherwiſe than 
on ſpeculation, to prevent the more alarming con- 
ſequences which would probably take place at 
a future time, if the proceedings of the Britiſh 
parliament, againſt Boſton and the province of 
Maſſachuſetts, were ſuffercd to paſs intoprecedent 
Diſtant evils weigh ſo little in the eſtimation of 


the multitude, that great ſcope was given to en 
W1il0 
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Joho withed to head a party for ſubmitting to the 
aemands of Great-Britain. 


Txoucn there were ſome royaliſts in every 

part of the province, the only ſettlement in which 
they out-numbered the friends of Congreſs, was 
in the country between the Broad and Saluda 
rivers. When it was determined to raife troops, 
the inhabitants of that part of the province could 
not be perſuaded that the meaſure was neceſſary. 
Feeling themſelves happy and free from preſent 
opprefſion, they were averſe from believing that 
any deſigns, inimical to American liberty, had 
deen adopted by the Britiſh government. Inſtead 
of ſigning the aſſociation, they ſigned papers at 
their general muſters, declaring their unwillingneſs 
0 concur in the meaſures recommended by Con- 
greſs. The council of ſafety ſent the hon. William- 
Henry Drayton, and the rev. . William Tennent, 
nto their ſettlement, to explain to them the nature 


cure 
fore ef the diſpute, and to bring them over to a co- 
pte. peration with the other inhabitants. They had 
po- ſereral publick meetings, and much eloquence 
ts to s exerted to induce them to ſign the affocia- 
than on. Some were convinced and ſubſcribed that 


ond of union; but the greater number could 
bot be perſuaded that there was any neceſſity for 
mgreſles, committees, or a military eſtabliſh- 
nent. Suſpicion, that bane of ſociety, began to 
fxert her miſchievous influence. The friends of 
be old government doubted the authenticity of all 
hamphlets and newſpapers, which aſcribed to the 
| Britiſh 
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Britiſh troops in Boſton, or to the Britiſh goverj; 


ment, any deſigns injurious to the rights of the Re 
coloniſts. They believed the whole to be an in leq 
poſition by arttul men, who wiſhed to excite ſtormy, oP 
that they might ſhew their {kill in pilotage. The WM th: 
friends of Congreſs ſuſpected the leading men d tre 
the royaliſts to be in the pay of governor Camp. Ih 
bell. Reports were circulated by one party, that: af 
plan was laid to ſeize the commiſſioners ſent by the ¶ inf 
council of ſafety; by the other, that the third pro. WF thi 
vincial regiment was brought up to compel the in. to 
habitants to ſign the aſſociation. Motives and de. nin 
ſigns were reciprocally attributed to each other « WM and 
the moit ungenerous nature and miſchievous ten. bro 
dency. The royaliſts embodied for reaſons fimila ſeiz 
to thoſe which had induced the other mhabitant Mat t 
to arm themſelves againſt Great-Britain. Ther WM Thi 
ſuſpected their adverſaries of an intention to di- the 
goon them into a compliance with the meaſures d indi 
Congreſs ; and they, in their turn, were ſuſpectel defi 
of a defign to commence hoſtilities againſt the aio-W repe 
ciators for diiturbing the eſtabliſned royal goveri-W com 
ment. Camps were formed in oppoſition to can man 
ocher, and great pains were taken to increaſe ther This 
cipectiv e numbers. Moderate men employed lieve 
tacir good offices to prevent bloodſhed, Air neve 
ſome days, the leaders on both ſides met in confer Ml mo 
ence. Several explications having taken place, Wi con! 
1 treaty was c -ciprocally agreed to, by which it v been 
tipulated, that the royaliſts ſhould remain in chic! 

* ſtate of neutrality.” Both parties retired to then ande 
home at 


* See note x. See note KI. 


1 


homes, and a temporary calm ſucceeded. Mr, 


ET Robert Cunningham, who had been a principal 
m. ( cader among the royaliſts, continued to encourage 
mz oppoſition to the popular meaſures, and declared 
The that he did not conſider himſelf as bound by the 
of WT treaty, Suſpicion again began to ſpread her poiſon. 
mY RAE declaration was conſtrued as an evidence of 
at; a fixed intention to diſturb the peace, by another 
the WT inſurrection. To prevent his attempting any 
pro. thing of that kind, he was apprehended, brought 
in. to town, and committed to gaol. Patrick Cun- 
de. ningham inſtantly armed a party of his friends, 
er d and purſued, with the expectation of reſcuing his 
ten: brother. The party collected on this occaſion 


ſeized a thouſand pounds of powder, which was 
tant at that juncture paſſing through their ſettlement. 
This was publick property, and had been ſent by 
the council of ſafety as a preſent to the Cherokee 
Indians. To inflame the minds of the people, ſome 
deſigning men among the royaliſts propagated a 
report, that the powder was ſent to the Indians, ac- 
companied with inſtructions to them, to kill every 
man who ſhould refuſe to ſign the affociation. 
This charge, entirely falſe in itſelf, was not be- 
licved by any of the well-informed inhabitants; 
nevertheleſs it anſwered the purpoſes of party 
among ſome of the ignorant multitude. It was 
confidently afſerted that ſome private marks had 
been agreed on by the popular leaders and Indian 
chiefs, to diſtinguiſh the aſſociators from the non- 
wiociators;z the former of whom were to be ſpared, 
ad the latter ſacrificed, Great pains were alſo takeu 

to 
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to exaſperate the inhabitants againſt the council d 
ſafety, for furniſhing the Indians with powder x 
a time when the white people could not be ſup. 
plied with that neceflary article. 


Major Williamſon, who commanded the mi. 
litia in favour of Congreſs, went in queſt of the 
party which had taken the publick powder, but 
was ſoon obliged to retreat before their ſuperior 
numbers. The royaliſts, irritated by the capture 
of Cunningham, and fluſhed with ſuccets in ſeizing 
the powder, were at this time more numerous than 
at any other period. Major Williamſon was re. 
duced to the neceſſity of retreating into a ſtockad: 
fort, in which he and his party were confined 
without any water, till, after three days, by digging 
they obtained a ſcanty ſupply. The royaliſts pol- 
ſefſed themſelves of the gaol ar Ninety-Six, and 


from that ſtation fired into the fort. Monſieur 


St. Pierre, an ingenious French gentleman who 
had ſettled there ſome years beſore, and had made 
conſiderable progreſs in the cultivation of vine- 
vards, was killed by the fire of the royaliſts, and 
ſome others were wounded ; but on the whole, 
very little execution was done. After ſome day: 
the aſſailants hoiſted a flag, and propoſed a truct. 
Reciprocal permiſſion was given to forward ex- 
prefies from the royaliſts to the governor, and 
from major Williamſon to the council of fatety: 
Both parties once more diſperſed, and retired te 
their homes. 


DoMESTICE 


1 

 DowrsTrick diviſion at this time was particu- 
ny to be dreaded. An invaſion from Great- 
W Britain was ſoon expected. A Britiſh fleet and 
army in front, and diſaffected inhabitants in rear, 
mreatened deſtruQtion to the friends of Congreſs. 
Lord William Campbell had uniformly recom- 
mended to the royaliſts to remain quiet till the 
arrival of a Britiſh force. This advice, ſo well 
calculated to diſtrat the views of the popular 
leaders, had been providentially fruſtrated. Simi- 
lar reaſons of policy to thoſe which induced the 
royal governor to recommend inaction to the ro- 
aliſts, operated with the council of ſafety to cruſh. 
their inteſtine foes before that force ſhould ar- 
rive, Their late inſurrection, in violation of the 
treaty of Ninety- Six, gave ground to doubt of the 
ſincerity of their engagements to continue in a 
ſtate of neutrality. From their paſt conduct it 
was feared, that, as ſoon as a proper opportunity 
ſhould offer itſelf, they would throw their weight 
into the royal ſcale. It was therefore judged neceſ- 
fary, for the publick ſafety, to march an army in- 
to their ſettlements before that event ſhould take 
place. To remove prejudices, the following de- 


claration was Circulated throughout their ſettle- 
ments, 


OUTRCAROEMSs Ss 


© Br AuTHogtITY or ConGREss. 


has ever been the policy of America in ge- 
neral, and of this colony in particular, to endea- 
| © vour 


TIC 


1 


* your to cultivate a good correſpondence with the 
neighbouring Indians, and eſpecially ſo ſince the 
* commencement of the preſent unhappy diſpute, 
with the Britiſh adminiſtration. This policy ori. 
© ginated from a view of preſerving, at the cheapel 
© rate, our borders from ſavage inroads. Of late 
© this policy has been perſevered in, and our en- 
* deavours have been redoubled, in order to op. 
© poſe and to fruſtrate the deſign of the Britiſh ad. 
© miniſtration, by the hands of Indians, to deluge 
© our frontiers with the blood of our fellow. cit. 
* zens. Experience has taught us that occaſional 
© preſents to the Indians have been the great 
© means of acquiring their friendſhip. In this ne. 
* ceflary ſervice government every year expended 
© large ſums of money. The late council of ſafety 
© ſpared no pains to confirm them in their pacifick 
< inclination; but, from repeated, conſtant and uni 
form accounts, it clearly appeared that a generi 
© Indian war was inevitable, unleſs the Indians 
were furniſhed with ſome ſmall ſupplies of am- 
munition, to enable them to procure deer-{kin 
© for their ſupport and maintenance. Rather than 
draw on an Indian war, by an ill-timed frugality 
in withholding ammunition, the late council, in 
October, iſſued a ſupply of ammunition, conſil- 
© ing of one thouſand weight of powder, and two 
* thouſand weight of lead, for the uſe of the Cbe- 
* rokees, as the only probable means of preſerving 
* the frontiers from the inroads of the Indians 
The council the more readily agreed to this 


* meaſure, becauſe, as they almoſt daily expo 
| « that 


| 
| 


1 


« that the Britiſh arms would attack the colony in 
front on the ſea coaſt, they thought they would 
« he inexcuſable if they did not, as much as in 
© them lay, remove every cauſe to apprehend an 
«© attack at the ſame time from the Indians upon 
the back ſettlements. 


Bur this meaſure, entered into by the coun- 
cil upon principles of the ſoundeſt policy of 
chriſtianity - breathing equal benevolence to the 
aſſociators and non: aſſociators, and ariſing only 
from neceſſity, unfortunately, has been by ſome 
non. aſſociators made an inſtrument for the moſt 


diabolical purpoſes. 


Tursz wicked men, to the aſtoniſhment of 
common ſenſe, have made many of their deluded 
followers believe, that this ammunition was ſent 
© to the Indians, with orders for them to fall upon 
the non-· aſſociators, and, taking advantage from 
the ſcarcity of ammunition among individuals, 
ariſing from the neceſſity of filling the public k 
magazines, they have invidiouſly repreſented 
* that this ammunition ought not to have been 
f ſent to the Indians, while the inhabitants of the 


colony, individually, are in a great meaſure de- 
' ſtitute of that article. 


* WHEREFORE, in compaſſion to thoſe who are 
deluded by ſuch repreſentations, the. Congreſs 
have taken theſe things into their conſideration, 
'and they deſire their deceived fellow-coloniſts 
L to 
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to reflect, that the ſtory of the ammunition being 
© ſent to the Indians, with orders for them to mai. 
* ſacre the non, aſſociators, is abſurd in its ver 
© nature. 


FIRST, Becauſe the whole tenor of the con. 
duct of the council of ſafety demonſtrates tha 
they were incapable of ſuch inhumanity as: 
© body, and the character of each individual ſhield 
© him againſt a charge of ſo cruel a nature. 


© SECOND, Becauſe alſo, if men will but al 
© reaſon to their aid, they muſt plainly ſee, that, 
© if the Indians were let looſe upon the frontier, 
they muſt indiſcriminately maſſacre aſſociaton 
© and non-afſociators, ſince there is no mark to 
« diſtinguiſh either to the Indians. However, i 
© order to clear up all difficulties on this head, and 
© for the eaſe of the minds of our deceived friend, 
the Congreſs in a body, and alſo individual), 
declare, in the moſt ſolemn manner, before Affe 
« MIGHTY Gop, that they do not believe any WW rer 
© order was ever iſſued, or any idea was ever en- 700 
* tertained by the late council of ſafety, or an) hep 
© member of it, or by any perſon under authority - 
of Congreſs, to cauſe the Indians to commenc 
* hoſtilities upon the frontiers or any part thereof. 
On the contrary, they do believe that they, and 
each of them, have uſed every endeavour to 1. 


f c 
« culcate in Indians, ſentiments friendly to the iu. * 
© habitants without any diſtinction. 2 ſr 


6. 


Ir is greatly to be regretted, that our fellow- 
Sc coloniſts, individually, are not ſo well ſupplied 
with ammunition as would be adequate to their 
private convenience. But does not the unhappy 
« ſituation of publick affairs juſtify the filling the 
« publick magazines; thereby ſecuring the wel- 
fare and forming the defence of the ſtate, at the 
© riſk of the convenience or ſafety of individuals. 
And if out of the publick ſtock a quantity of am- 
munition 1s given to the Indians, which may be 
* ſufficient to keep them quiet, by in ſome degree 
* ſupplying their urgent occaſions, yet not ſuffici- 
*ent to enable them to make war; ought our 
© people, nay they cannot have any reaſonable 
* ground to arraign the policy by which they are 
and may be preſerved from ſavage hoſtility, or 


er, u to complain that becauſe the whole colony, the 
g, an publick and individuals, cannot be ſupplied with 
iends, WJ © ammunition, therefore a ſmall quantity ought 
\wally, not to be ſent to the Indians. Men ought to re- 
re A1- flect that this ſmall quantity is given in order to 
e a render it unneceſſary to ſupply the publick indivi- 
er en: dually on the ſcore of a defence againſt Indians. 
or zu Men thould alſo reflect that, while the publick 
thoritj magazines are well ſtored, ſupplies can be in- 


.menceMl ſtantly, plentifully and regularly poured upon 


hereof 2 parts where the publick ſervice may require 
them. 


| Common ſenſe and common honeſty dictate, 
hat if there is a probability that, by a preſent of 
a mall quantity of ammunition, the Indians can 

be 


C. 0 I 


© be kept in peace, that preſent ought not to h 
© withheld, at the hazard of inducing an India 
© war—involving the colony in immenſe expen 
© —breaking up whole ſettlements and unnece 
« farily ſacrificing a number of lives. 

* Charleſton, Nov. 19, 1775. 


Tux provincial congreſs did not reſt their eaut 


on reaſoning alone, but enforced their meaſure 
with an army ſufficiently numerous to intimidate 
oppoſition. They lent a large body of militia and 
new raiſed regulars, under the command of cole 
nels Richardſon and Thomſon. They were alb 
joined by ſeven hundred militia of North-Carolim 
commanded by colonels Polk and Rutherford, 
and two hundred and twenty regulars commanded 
by colonel Martin. In a little time Congreſs hal 
an army of ſeveral thouſand men under their direc- 
tion, with inſtructions © to apprehend the leader 
of the party which had ſeized the powder, and to 
do all other things neceſſary to ſuppreſs the pre- 
« ſent and prevent future inſurrections.“ Colon 
Richardſon proceeded in the execution of thel 
orders with great moderation and propriety. 4 
demand was made that the perſons who had ſeized 
the powder ſhould be delivered up to the juſtice 
of their country. Aſſurances were publickly 
given that no injury ſhould be done to inoffentive 
perfons, who would remain quietly on their plan- 
tations: The leaders of the royaliſts found great 
difficulty in perſuading their followers to embod)- 


They were cut of from all communication wit 
governor 


juſtice 
blick 
fenſive 
x plan- 
J great 
nbody- 
n with 


vernot 
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governor Campbell. Unconnected with their 


drethren in other parts, there was no union in their 
mcaſures. 


They were „a rope of ſand' without 
order and ſubordination, and without that enthu- 


naſm which inſpired the friends of Congreſs. 


Their leaders were deſtitute of political know- 


| ledge and without military experience. The una- 
W nimity 
W which, from all ſides, invaded the ſettlements of 


of the whigs, and the great numbers 


the royaliſts, diſheartened them from facing their 
adverſaries in the field of battle. They ſaw refiſt- 
ance to be vain, and that the new government, had 
much greater energy than they had ſuppoſed. 
The whigs acted by ſyſtem, and in concert with 
their brethren in the adjacent ſtates, and were di- 
rected by a council of ſafety compoſed of the 
greateſt and wiſeſt men in the province. They 
eaſily carried every point ſeized the leaders of 
the royaliſts—and diſperſed their followers. In 
effecting this buſineſs they did not loſe a ſingle 
man, and only one of their number, major Polk, 
was wounded. This decided ſuperiority gave con- 
hdence to the popular leaders, and greatly ſtrength- 
encd their hands. The vanquiſhed royaliſts re- 
tired to their plantations ; but on all occaſions dif. 
covered as much obſtinacy in oppoſing their coun- 
trymen, as their countrymen did firmneſs in op- 
poling Great-Britain. Several of them, and of 
"hers who were averſe from fighting, retired over 
the mountains, where, remote from the noiſe and 
bultle of war, they enjoyed that independence for 
Wiich ſo many were contending, In the year 1778, 
when 
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when every mhabitant was called on to take an 
oath of allegiance to the ſtate, many of them vo. 
luntarily abandoned their country for the barren 
ſands of Eaſt-Florida, In the ſame year, when 
the alliance between France and the United States 
of America was publiſhed, others of them nomi. 
nally joined the Congreſs. Mr. Robert Cunning. 
ham and two or three more of their leading men, 
were eleced members of the legiſlature. Atter 
the reduction of Savannah, a conſiderable party 
roſe a ſecond time in favour of royal government; 
but they were completely routed on their way to 
the Britiſh encampments in Georgia. They after. 
wards remained quiet till the Britiſh obtained 
poſſeſſion of Charleſton. 


ExcrrTinG theſe ill-concerted inſurrections, 
no publick body in the province, prior to tht 
Britiſh conqueſts in the year 1780, gave avoved 
evidence of their diſapprobation of the popular 
meaſures. Scveral in private, no doubt, com- 
plained ; but they contented themſelves with fe. 
cret murmurings. The number of flaves within 
the province, and of Indians on its weſtern fron. 
tier, together with the large extent of unprotected 
ſea-coaſt, were, in the opinion of ſome worth 
men, inſuperable obſtacles to ſucceſs in contending 


with Great-Britain. Several, influenced by reaſon- 
ing of this ſort, would rather have tamely ſub- 


mitted to the encroachments of the mother-cour- 
try than riſked the vengeance of her arms. 


Tuk 


(993) 

Tux felfiſh among the merchants and planters, 
whoſe gains were leſſened by the ceſſation of 
trade, wiſhed for the return of buſineſs ; but the 


main body of both claſſes moſt heartily concurred 
with the popular meaſures. A great majority of 


the people determined to facrifice eaſe, pleaſure 


and fortune, and to riſk life itſelf, to obtain per- 
manent ſecurity for American rights. They be- 
lieved their liberties to be in danger. Rouſed 
with this apprehenſion, they were animated to 
the moſt ſelf-denying exertions. Beſide their ſu- 
periority in numbers, there was an ardour and 
enthuſiaſm in the friends of Congreſs which was 
generally wanting in the advocates for royal go- 
vernment. The fiery warm ſpirits, for the moſt 
part, ſided with the former; but the latter were 
chiefly compoſed of the ignorant, the ſelfiſh, and 
the timid. Vigorous deciſive meaſures character- 
ized the popular party; while their oppoſers ei- 
ther ated without ſyſtem, or from timid coun- 
ſels which were feebly executed. 


No revolution was ever effected with greater 
unanimity, or with more order and regularity. 
The leading men in every part of the province, 
vith very few exceptions, from the firſt moments 
of the conteſt, exerted themſelves in the cauſe of 
their country, Their abilities and influence gave 
union and ſyſtem to the proceedings of the people. 
A few perſons in the colony hated republican go- 
vernments, and ſome ignorant people in the back 
country were induced to believe that the whole 
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was an artful deception, impoſed upon them f 
intereſted purpoſes, by the gentlemen of fortune Ml 
and ambition on the fea coalt. But among the 
independent enlightened freemen of the province, 
who loved liberty, and had fpirit to riſk life and 
fortune in its ſupport, there were very few to be 
found who took part with the royaliſts. 


CHAPTE] 


EI 


1 
CHAPTER FOURTH. 


Of the formation of a regular conſtitution. 


ILL the year 1776, the oppoſition to Great- 

Britain was conducted on ſuch temporary 
principles, that the repeal of a few acts of parlia- 
ment would have immediately produced a rein- 
ſtatement of Britiſh government—a diſſolution of 
the American army—and a recommencement of 
the mercantile intercourſe between the two coun- 
tries. The refuſal of Great-Britain to redreſs the 
grievances of the colonies, ſuggeſted to ſome bold 
ſpirits early in 1776, the neceflity of going much 
greater lengths than was originally intended. 


A FEw penetrating minds foreſaw that the love 
of dominion in the parent ſtate, and the uncon- 
querable love of liberty in America, would for- 
ever obſtruct a cordial reconciliation; but the 
bulk of the people {till flattered themſelves with 
the fond hopes of a re- union. 


PuBLick affairs were in confuſion for want of 
a regular conſtitution. The impropriety of hold- 
ing courts of juſtice under the authority of a ſo- 


truck every thinking perſon. The impolbbility 
of governing a large community by the ties of ho- 
nour, without the authority of law, was equally 
apparent. But notwithſtanding the preſſing weight 
of all theſe conſiderations, the formation of an in- 
M dependent 


vereign againſt whom all the colony was in arms, 
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dependent conſtitution had ſo much the appear. 
ance of an eternal ſeparation from a country, by x 
reconciliation with which many yet hoped for a 
return of ancient happineſs, that a great part of 
the provincial Congreſs oppoſed the neceſſary 
meaſure. At the very time when they were ſu. 
ſpended on this important debate, an expreſs ar. 
rived from Savannah, with an act of parliament, 
paſſed December 21, 1775, confiſcating American 
property, and throwing all the coloniſts out of his 
Majeſty's protection. ® This turned the ſeale— 
ſilenced all the moderate men who were advocates 
for a reconciliation—and produced a majority for 
an independent conſtitution. In leſs than an hour 
after that act was read in the provincial Congrelz, 
an order was iſſued to ſeize, for the publick, the 
Port-Henderſon, a Jamaica veſſel, loaded with 
ſugar, which had put into Charleſton, on her way 
to London, though ſhe had the day before ob- 
tained leave to paſs the forts, and would hate 
failed the ſame afternoon on her intended voyage. 


Pxtvious to this Governor Tonyn, of Taf. 
Florida, had commiſſioned a privateer to plunder 
the unarmed inhabitants of Georgia and Carolina, 
and the royal ſervants had repeatedly ſeized private 

Property. The Carolinians, ſtill partial to Great 
Britain, conſidered theſe proceedings as the raſh 
acts of individuals; but a law of the national pat- 
liament, which had thrown them out of his Ma 


zelty's protection, convinced the moſt lukewarm 
1 705 tha 


n See note XII. 


11 
that America, legally diſcharged from her alle- 


giance to the King of Great-Britain, muſt now 
take care of herſelf. 


So ſtrong was the attachment of many to Greats 
Britain, which they fondly called the mother- coun- 
try, that though they aſſented to the eſtabliſhment 
of an independent conſtitution, yet it was carried, 
after a long debate, that it was only to exiſt till 
© a reconciliation between Great-Britain and the 
© colonies ſhould take place.“ The friends of re- 
conciliation believed that it was the diQate of 
ſound policy, and in no reſpe& incompatible with 
the true honour and dignity of the parent-ſtate, to 
redreſs the grievances of the American colonies. 
The great body of the people would have rejoiced 
at ſuch an event, and would with cheerfulneſs 
have returned to the claſs of peaceable citizens in 
the ancient line of ſubordination. They therefore 
only framed a temporary conſtitution, conſiſting 
of three branches, on the model of the Britiſh go- 
vernment. This was nothing more than reducing 


galt into form and order, their ſyſtem of government 
nder by congreſſes and committees, and could have 
lina, deen relinquiſhed, in caſe of a reconciliation with 
ate I Grcat-Britain, as eaſily as the late undefined mode 
rest · ¶ of conducting publick buſineſs. The determina- 


tions of the provincial Congreſs on this occaſion 
vere introduced with the following preamble : 


Ma- | 
arm WN EREAs the Britiſh parliament, claiming 
that of late years à right to bind the North-Ameria 


gan 
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can colonies by law, in all caſes whatſoever, hare 
© enacted ſtatutes for raiſing a revenue in thoſe 
* colonies, and diſpoſing of ſuch revenue as they 
© thought proper, without the conſent, and again 
the will of the coloniſts. And whereas, it ap. 
© pearing to them, that (they not being repreſented 
in parliament) ſuch claim was altogether: uncon. 
« {titutional ; and, if admitted, would at once re. 
© duce them from the rank of freemen to a ſtate 
© of the moſt abject flavery ; the ſaid colonies, 
therefore, ſeverally remonſtrated againſt the paſl. 
ing, and petitioned for the repeal of thoſe ad 
© but in vain. And whereas the ſaid claim being 
« perſiſted in, other unconſtitutional and oppre(- 
« five ſtatutes have been ſince enacted, by which 
the powers of the admiralty-courts in the colo- 
* nies are extended beyond their ancient limits, 
and juriſdiction is given to fuch courts in caſes 
« ſimilar to thoſe which in Great- Britain are trable 
by jury perſons are liable to be ſent to, and 
« tried in, Great- Britain, for an offence created 
and made capital by one of thoſe ſtatutes, though 
committed in the colonies the harbour of Bo- 
« ſton was blocked up people indicted for mur. 
« der in the Maſſachuſetts-Bay, may, at the will of 
the governor, be ſent for trial to any other co- 
lony, or even to Great-Britain—the chartered 
conſtitution of government in that colony is m- 
« terially altered the Engliſh laws and a free go- 
« vernment, to which the inhabitants of Quebec 
6 were entitled by the King's royal proclamation, 


« are aboliſhed; and French laws are rr ; 
« the 


9 

the Roman Catholick religion (although before 
« tolerated and freely exerciſed there) and an ab- 
« ſolute government, are eſtabliſhed in that pro- 
© yince, and its limits extended through a vaſt 
tract of country, ſo as to border on the free pro- 
« teſtant Engliſh ſettlements, with deſign of uſing 
da whole people, differing in religious principles 
from the neighbouring colonies, and ſubject to 
arbitrary power, as fit inſtruments to over- awe 
« and ſubdue the colonies. And whereas the de- 
© legates of all the colonies on this continent, 
from Nova-Scotia to Georgia, aſſembled in a Ge- 
« neral Congreſs at Philadelphia, in the moſt duti- 
© ful manner, laid their complaints at the foot of 
© the throne, and humbly implored their ſovereign, 
* that his royal authority and interpoſition might 
be uſed for their relief from the grievances occa- 
© fioned by thoſe ſtatutes, and aſſured his Majeſty, 
that harmony between Great-Britain and Ame- 
© rica, ardently deſired by the latter, would be 
© thereby immediately reſtored, and that the co- 
* lonifſts confided in the magnanimity and juſtice 
of the King and parliament for redreſs of the 
many other grievances under which they la- 
* boured. And whereas, theſe complaints being 
© wholly diſregarded, ſtatutes, ſtill more cruel than 
* thoſe above mentioned, have been enacted, pro- 
* ibiting the intercourſe of the colonies with each 
other, reſtricting their trade, and depriving many 
* thouſands of people of the means of ſubſiſtence, 
by reſtraining them from fiſhing on the American 
*coaſt, And whereas large fleets' and armies 
having 
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© having been ſent to America, in order to enforce 


« 

* the execution of thoſe laws, and to compel ay 2 
© abſolute and implicit ſubmiſhon to the will of 2 g 
* corrupt and deſpotick adminiſtration, and in con. n 
* ſequence thereof, hoſtilities having been com. 5 
* menced in the Maſſachuſetts- Bay, by the troops e in 
* under command of general Gage, whereby a « to 
number of peaceable, helpleſs, and unarmed © @ 

© people, were wantonly robbed and murdered; 6 ti 
© and there being juſt reaſon to apprehend that s — 
© like hoſtilities would be committed in all the c ay 
© other colonies, the coloniſts were therefore « th 
driven to the neceſſity of taking up arms to repel «4 
© force by force, and to defend themſelves and * ty 
© their properties againſt lawleſs invaſions and de- « of 
© predations.—Nevertheleſs the delegates of the « th 
* ſaid colonies, aſſembled in another Congreſs at ve 
Philadelphia, anxious to procure a reconciliation car 
© with Great-Britain, upon juſt and conſtitutional © to 
principles, ſupplicated his Majeſty to direct ſome «A 
© mode by which the united applications of his 0 
faithful coloniſts might be improved into a happy car 
© and permanent reconciliation ; that in the mean 0 ww] 
© time meaſures might be taken for preventing the © lo 
© further deſtruction of their lives; and that ſuch fre 
« ſtatutes as immediately diſtreſſed any of the co: fee 
© loniſts might be repealed. And whereas, inſtead can 
© of obtaining that juſtice to which the coloniſts e ſul 
« were and are of right entitled, the unnatural civi * ſhi 
© war, into which they were thus precipitated, and * an 
© are involved, hath been proſecuted with unre* * thi 
* mitted violence; and the governors and others WM ha 
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« hearing the royal commiſſion in the colonies, hav- 
ing broken the molt ſolemn promiſes and en- 
« oagements, and violated every obligation of ho- 
« nour, juſtice and humanity, have cauſed the 
« perſons of divers good people to be ſeized and 
« impriſoned, and their properties to be forceably 
taken and detained or deſtroyed, without any 


« crime or forfeiture—excited domeſtick inſurrec- 


tions - proclaĩmed freedom to ſervants and flaves 
s —enticed or ſtolen them from, and armed them 
* againſt their maſters—inſtigared and encouraged 
the Indian nations to war againſt the colonies— 
+ diſpenſed with the law of the land, and ſubſti- 
* tuted the law-martial in its ſtead—killed many 
of the coloniſts—burned ſeveral towns, and 
© threatened to burn the reſt; and daily endea- 
* your, by a conduct which has ſullied the Britiſh 
* arms, and would diſgrace even ſavage nations, 
to effect the ruin and deſtruction of the colonies. 
And whereas a ſtatute hath been lately paſſed, 
* whereby, under pretence that the ſaid colonies 
are in open rebellion, all trade and commerce 


* whatſoever with them is prohibited—veſflels be- 


* longing to their inhabitants trading in, to or 
from the ſaid colonies, with the cargoes and ef- 
fects on board ſuch veſſels, are made lawful prize, 
and the maſters and crews of ſuch veſſels are 
ſubjected, by force, to act on board the King's 
* ſhips, againſt their country and deareſt friends; 
*and all ſeizures and detention, or deſtruQion of 
* the perſons and properties of the coloniſts, which 
* have at any time been made, or committed, for 

« withltanding 
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© withſtanding or ſuppreſling the ſaid pretende{ 
© rebellion, and which ſhall be made in purſuance 
© of the ſaid act, or for the ſervice of the publick, 
are juſtified ; and perſons ſuing for damages in 
© ſuch caſes are, on failing in their ſuits, ſubjeQed 
© to payment of very heavy expences. And where. 
© as large reinforcements of troops and ſhips have 
been ordered, and are daily expected in Ame. 
© rica, for carrying on war againſt each of the 
* United Colonies, by the moſt vigorous exer. 

© tions. And whereas, in conſequence of a plan 
recommended by the | governors, and which 
© ſeems to have been concerted between them and 
© their miniſterial maſters, to withdraw the uſual 
* officers, and thereby looſen the bands of govern- 
ment, and create anarchy and confuſion in the 
* colonies, lord William Campbell, late governor, 
© on the 15th day of September laſt, diſſolved the 
general aſſembly of this colony, and no other 
* hath fince been called, although by law the fit- 
ting and holding of general aſſemblies cannot 
© be intermitted above ſix months ; and having 
* uſed his utmoſt efforts to deſtroy the lives, li- 


© berties and properties of the good people here, 


© whom, by the duty of his ſtation, he was bound 
© to prote&, withdrew himſelf from the colony, 
and carried off the great ſeal and the royal in- 
ſtructions to governors. And whereas the judges 
of the gourts of law here have refuſed to exerciſe 
their reſpective functions, ſo that it is become in- 
« diſpenſably neceſſary, that during the preſent 


« ſituation of American affairs, and until an 2c: 


commodation 
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« commodation of the unhappy differences be- 
« tween Great-Britain and America can be ob- 
« tained, (an event, which though traduced and 
treated as rebels, we {till earneſtly defire) ſome 
mode ſhould be eſtabliſhed by common conſent, 
and for the good of the people, the origin and 
«end of all government, for regulating the inter- 
© nal polity of this colony; the Congreſs, being 
© veſted with powers competent for the purpoſe, 
and having fully deliberated touching the pre- 
miſes, do therefore reſolve 


Tux moſt eſſential parts of this temporary con- 
ſtitution are contained in the following reſolu- 
tions: 


J. Tua this Congreſs, being a full and free 
* repreſentation of the people of this colony, ſhall 


* Afſembly of South-Carolina, and as ſuch ſhall 
continue until the 2 1ſt of October next, and no 
longer. 


II. THaT the general aſſembly mall, dut of 
their own body, elect, by ballot, a legiſlative- 
council, to conſiſt of thirteen members, (ſeven 
of whom ſhall be a quorum) and to continue for 
the ame time as the general aſſembly. 


III. Tuar the general aſſembly, and legifla- 
tive. council, ſhall jointly chooſe, by ballot, from 
among themſelves, or from the people at large, 


© henceforth. be deemed and called the General 
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© a preſident and commander in chief, and a vice. 


« preſident of the colony. 


V. TrarT there be a privy-council, where 
© the vice-preſident of the colony ſhall of cout 
be a member and preſident of the privy-council, 
and that ſix other members be choſen by ballot, 
three by the general aſſembly, and three by the 
© legiſlative-council ; provided always, that no of. 
« ficer of the army or navy, in the ſervice of the 
© continent, or of this colony, ſhall be eligible, 


VII. Tha the legiſlative authority be veſted 
in the preſident and commander in chief, the 
general aſſembly, and legiſlative- council. 


© XI. TyaT on the laſt Monday in Oc&ober 
© next, and the day following, and on the fame 
days of every ſecond year thereafter, members 
© of the general aſſembly ſhall be choſen, to meet 
© on the firſt Monday in December then next, and 
© continue for two years from the ſaid laſt Monday 
© in October. The general aſſembly to conſiſt of 
© the ſame number of members as this congrel 
does, each pariſh and diſtrict having the ſame 
© repreſentation as at preſent. And the election 
© of the ſaid members ſhall be conducted, as neat 
as may be, agreeably to the directions of the 
election. act. The qualification of electors {hal 
© be the ſame as required by law. 


XVI. 


e- 


„ 


XVI. THAT the vice-preſident of the colony, 
and the privy-council, for the time being, ſhall 
« exerciſe the powers of a court of chancery. And 
there ſhall be an ordinary, who ſhall exerciſe 
the powers heretofore exerciſed by that officer 
© in this colony. 


XIX. THAT Juſtices of the peace ſhall be no- 
© minated by the general aſſembly, and commiſſi- 
© oned by the preſident during pleaſure, 


XX. Tua all other judicial officers ſhall be 


© choſen, by ballot, jointly by the general aſſem- 
© bly and legiſlative-council. | 


XXI. Tyar the ſheriffs, qualified as by law 
directed, ſhall be choſen in like manner by the 
general aſſembly and legiſlative- council, and com- 
miſſioned by the preſident for two years only. 


XXII. Tux commiſſioners of the treaſury, 
* the ſecretary of the colony, the regiſter of meſne 
* conveyances, attorney- general, and powder-re- 
* ceiver, ſhall be choſen by the general aſſembly 
*and legiſlative-council jointly, by ballot, and 
*commiſtoned by the preſident during good be- 
* haviour ; but ſhall be removed on the addreſs of 
*the general aſſembly and legiſlative- council. 


XXIII. Trar all field-officers in the army, 
and all captains in the navy, ſhall be, by the fe. 
'neral aſſembly and legiſlative- council, cho 

jointly 
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* jointly, by ballot, and commiſſioned by the pre. 
ſident; and that all other officers in the army 
© and navy ſhall be commiſſioned * the PO 
© and commander in chief. 


<XXVI. Tur the preſident ſhall have ng 

* power to make war or peace, or enter into any 
final treaty, without the conſent of the gener 
* aſſembly and the legiſlative- council. 


XXVIII. THAT the reſolutions of the conti. 
* nental Congreſs, now in force in this colony, 
* ſhall ſo continue until altered or revoked by 


© them, 


XXIX. Tua the reſolutions of this or any 
former congrels of this colony, and all laws nov 
of force here, and not hereby altered, ſhall 6 
continue until altered or repealed by the legiſa- 
© ture of this colony, unleſs where they are tem- 
«© porary, in which caſe they ſhall expire at the 
* times reſpectively limited for their duration. 


© XXX. THA the executive authority be veſted 


in the preſident, limited and reſtrained as afore- 
6 ſaid.” 


Is conſequence of this temporary conſtitution 
the following appointments took place. 


Ihe 


The honourable 


The honourable 
SP 5 


ly, Thomas Shubrick, 
by | William Moultrie, 

J 

His excellency John Rutledge, eſq. preſident. 
ons! His honour Henry Laurens, eſq. vice-preſi- 
on dent. 
0 Hon. William-Henry Drayton, eſq. chief. juſtice. 
lla. Hon. Thomas Bee, John Mathews and Henry 
em. Pendleton, eſqrs. aſſiſtant judges. 
the Alexander Moultrie, eſq. attorney-general. 


John Huger, eſq. ſecretary. 
William Burrows, eſq. ordinary. 


a 
Charles Pinckney, 


Henry Middleton, 


Richard Richardſon, 
Rawlins Lowndes, 
Le-Roy Hammond, 


| David Olyphant, 


Thomas Ferguſon, 
Stephen Bull, 
George-Gabriel Powell, 


Thomas Bee, 


Joſeph Kerſhaw, 


RI 


Members of 


> the legiſlative- 


council. 


ſted Hugh Rutledge, eſq. judge of the admiralty. 


tion 


2 
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The 


George Sheed, eſq. 
veyances. 


James Parſons, 


| | William-Henry Drayton, 


John Edwards, 

Charles Pinckney, 
Thomas Ferguſon, 
Rawlins Lowndes. 


regiſter of meſne con- 


Members of 


8 the privy- 


council, 


1 


Tuz honourable John Rutledge, eſq. being 
preſent as a member of the provincial congrej 
when he was elected preſident and commander in 
chief of the colony, addrefled himſelf to his forme 
colleagues in words to the following effect: 


© GENTLEMEN, 

< THE very great, unſolicited and ana 

© honour, which you have been pleaſed to confe 
on me, has overwhelmed me with gratitude 
© and concern. — Permit me to return you ay 
© moſt ſincere thanks, for ſo diſtinguiſhing and 
* unmerited a mark of your confidence and 
© eſteem. I have the deepeſt ſenſe of this honour 
Ehe being called, by the free ſuffrages ot 
brave and generous people, to preſide over ther 
* welfare, is, in my opinion, the higheſt any man 
can receive: But, dreading the weighty and a. 
duous duties of this ſtation, I really with that 
your choice had fallen upon one, better qualificd 
© to diſcharge them; for though in zeal and in. 
* tegrity I will yield to no man, in abilities to 
* ſerve you I know my inferiority to many: Since 


* however, this, gentlemen, is your pleaſure, al 


though I foreſee that by ſubmitting to it I hal 
© be aca by our enemies amongſt ambitiou: 
© and deſigning men, by whom, they fay, the 

people have been deceived and miſled; yet, # 


J have always thought every man's beſt ſer— 
vices due to his country, no ſear of ſlander, 0. 
of difliculty or danger, ſhall deter me from yield. 
ſeaſon as the 1 


ing mine—In fo perilous a 


1 


. J will not withhold them; but, in her cauſe, 


© every moment of my time ſhall be employed: 
Happy, indeed, ſhall I be, if thoſe ſervices anſwer 
© your expectations, or my own wiſhes—On the 
candour of my worthy countrymen I rely to 
put the moſt favourable conſtruction, as they 
© hitherto have done, upon my actions aſſure 

© myſelf of receiving, in the faithful diſcharge of 
*my duty, the ſupport and aſſiſtance of every 
good man in the colony; and my moſt fervent 
prayer, to the omnipotent ruler of the univerſe, 
is, that, under his gracious providence, the li- 
tberties of America may be for- ever preſerved.” 


IMMEDIATELY after his election, the preſident, 
in the preſence of both houſes, took the following 
oath: * I, John Rutledge, do ſolemnly promiſe and 
* \wear, upon the Holy Evangeliſts of Almighty 
(God, that I will preſide over the people of this 
* colany, according to the conſtitution or form of 
government agreed to and reſolved upon by the 
' repreſentatives of South-Carolina, on the 26th 
of March, 1776; that I will cauſe law and juſtice, 
in mercy, to be executed, and to the utmoſt of 
emy power maintain and defend the laws of 


* Gop, the proteſtant religion, and the liberties 
of America. 


Ix a few days after the legiſlative- council and 
general aſſembly addreſſed their preſident in the 
lollowing words: 


WX, 


Sx 
Wx, the legiſlative-council and general z. 
ſembly of South- Carolina, convened under the 


authority of the equitable conſtitution of go. 
vernment eſtabliſhed by a free people in Con. 


« greſs, on the 26th-ult. beg leave, moſt relpet. c ] 
fully, to addreſs your excellency. chax 
me 
0 Name 18 dee knovn to your ne © bex 
© cy, than the unavoidable neceſſity which in- yo. 
duced us as members of Congreſs on the p yo 
of the people to reſume the powers of govem- ( ner 
* ment, and to eſtabliſh ſome mode for regulating Wl « dif 
the internal polity of this colony; and, as men- « wh 
© bers of the legiſlative-council and general aflem- Wi Gr 
© bly, to veſt you, for a time limited, with the c. « anc 
© cutiye authority. Such conſtitutional proceed- ¶ © we 
© ings on our part, we make no doubt, will be mil 
* conſtrued into acts of the greateſt cruninalityiby B 
© that deſpotiſm, which, loſt to all ſenſe;jof juſtiat WI muc 
and humanity, has already pretended. that varie 
< are in actual rebellion. But, ſir, when went chie. 
flect upon the unprovoked, cruel; and accu reſpe 
* lated oppreſſions under which America in gene- 
© ral, and this country in particular, has long con- F. 
© tinued ; oppreſſions which, gradually ancxeaing N vos 
in injuſtice and violence, are now by the inene. Bil temp 
* rable tyranny perpetrated againſt the United Bl the « 
© Colonics, under the various forms of xobber), in ai 
* conllagration, maſſacre, breach of publick fan; Wl tive. 
and open war—Conlcious of our naturalandane Wl by e 
* Henable rights, and determined to make ee bout 


ecſſort in our power to kctain chem, we ſce 
6 you! 


1 


« your excellency's elevation, from the midſt of 
© us, to govern this country, as the natural con- 
« ſequence of ſuch outrages. | 


By the ſuffrages of a free people you, Sir, 
© have been choſen to hold the reins of govern- 
© ment—an event as honourable to yourſelf, as 
© beneficial to the publick. We firmly truſt 
you will make the conſtitution the great rule of 
your conduct; and, in the moſt ſolemn man- 
ner, we do aſſure your excellency, that, in the 
« diſcharge of your duties under that conſtitution 
© which looks forward to an accommodation with 
© Great-Britain, (an event which, though traduced 
© and treated as rebels, we {till earneſtly deſire) 
© we will ſupport you with our lives and fortunes.” 


By the preſident's oath, and this addreſs, the 
much talked of ſocial compact was realized. A 
variety of new obligations were created. The 
chief magiſtrate and the people had each their 
reſpeQtive ſtations aſſigned them. 


FroM this time forward the publick buſineſs 
was conducted agreeably to the fixed rules of the 
temporary conſtitution. Inſtead of reſolutions of 
the congreſſes and committees, bills were brought 
in and debated both in the aſſembly and legiſla- 
tive-council, deliberating apart and uninfluenced 
by each other. On their being agreed to by both 
houſes, they were preſented to the preſident for 
is aſſent, When duly enacted by the three 

0 branches 
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branches of legiflature, they were carried into 
execution by the preſident and privy- council. An 
act of aſlembly was paſſed in this ſeſſion, for © pre. 
« venting ſedition, and puniſhing inſurgents and 
£ diſturbers of the pPyonck peace. 


By this law treaſon and rebellion affprag a ney 
form, and the penalties of theſe. crimes were le 
gally denounced againſt the aiders and deen 
of Britiſh government. 


AFTER paſſing a few neceflary laws, the repis 
ſentatives of the people cloſed their ſeſſion on tit 
11th of April, 1776. On this occaſion. his er 


cellency preſident Rutledge addreſſed both t 
in the 3 words: 


Honourable gentlemen af the ED 
« cil, Mr. Speaker, and gentlemen of the general 
+ aflembly, ui ln 


Ir has afforded me much ſatisfattion to obe 
5 ſerve, that, though the ſeaſon of the year rendered 


your ſitting very inconvenient, your privat 


concerns, which muſt have ſuffered greatiy 
© your long and cloſe application in the late cl. 
6 oreſs to the affairs of this colony, requiring ou 
s preſence in the country; yet, continuing (0 
c prefer the publick weal to eaſe and retiremen) 


os you have been buſily engaged in framing ſuch 


5 laws as our peculiar circumſtances rendered ab- 


F folutely neceſſary to be paſſed, before yout al 
journment 


16 
˖ journment.—Having given my aſſent to them, I 
preſume you are now deſirous of a receſs. 


« On my part, a moſt ſolemn oath has been 
© taken, for the faithful diſcharge of my duty 
© On yours, a ſolemn aſſurance has been given, 
© to ſupport me therein.—Thus, a publick com- 
© pat between us ſtands recorded —You may reſt 
«aſſured, that I ſhall keep this oath ever in mind 
the conſtitution ſhall be the invariable rule of 
my conduct my ears ſhall be always open to 
© the complaints of the injured—Juſtice, in mer- 
bcy, ſhall neither be denied or delayed—Qur 
© laws and religion, and the liberties of America, 
© ſhall be maintained and defended to the utmoſt 
© of my power.—l repoſe the moſt perfect confi- 
* dence in your engagement. 


* AND now, gentlemen, let me intreat that » you 
* will, in your ſeveral pariſhes and diſtricts, uſe 
* your influence and authority to keep peace and 
good order, and procure ſtrict obſervance of, 
and ready obedience to, the law.—If any per- 
© ſons therein are till ſtrangers to the nature and 
* merits of the diſpute between Great-Britain and 
the colonies, you will explain it to them fully, 
*and teach them, if they are fo unfortunate as 
not to know, their inherent rights. —Prove to 
mem, that the privileges of being tried by a 
jury of the vicinage, acquainted with the parties 
and witneſſes; of being taxed only with their 
own conſent, given by their repreſentatives, 
freely 


( 166) 


freely choſen by, and ſharing the burden equal. 
ly with, themſelves, not for the aggrandizing 2 
© rapacious miniſter, and his dependant favourites, 
© and for corrupting the people, and ſubverting 
* their liberties, but for ſuch wiſe and faltitary 
putpoſes, as they themſelves approve z and of 
© having their internal polity regulated, only by 
< Jaws-conſented to by competent judges of what 
is beſt adapted to their ſituation and circum.- 
ſtances, equally bound too by thoſe -laws—are 
< ineſtimable, and derived from that conſtituti- 
* on, which is the birth- right of the pooreſt man, 
and the beſt inheritance of the moſt wealthy 
Relate to them the various unjuſt and eruel ſta- 
<tutes which the Britiſh parliament, claiming) 4 
right to make laws for binding the colonies in 
* all caſes whatſoever, have enacted, and the 
many ſanguinary meaſures which have been, 
and are daily purſued and threatened, to wrelt 
from them thoſe invaluable benefits, and to en- 
force ſuch an unlimited and deſtructive claim. 
To the molt illiterate it muſt appear, that no 
power on carth can, of right, deprive them of 
« the hardly- earned fruits of their honeſt induſtry, 
© toil and labour—even to them the impious at- 
* tempt to prevent many thouſands. from [uſing 
the means of ſubſiſtence, provided for man by 
the bounty of his Creator, and to compel them, 
© by famine, to ſurrender their rights, will deem 
© to call for Divine vengeance.— The endeavours, 
£'by deceit and bribery, to engage barbarous na. 
tions to imbrus their hands in the innocent ue 
175 0 
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© of helpleſs women and children, and the at- 
« tempts, by fair but falſe promiſes, to make igno- 
rant domeſticks ſubſervient to the moſt wicked 
© purpoſes, are acts at which humanity muſt re- 
«© volt. | | ry oil 169i 

SE your conſtituents, then, the indiſpen- 
© fable neceſſity which there was for 'eftabliſhing 
«ſome mode of government in this colony the 
© benefits of that, which a full and free repreſen- 
© tation has eſtabliſhed ; and that the conſent of 
the people is the origin, and their happineſs the 
© end of government. Remove the apprehenſions 
with which honeſt and well-meaning, but weak 
and credulous minds, may be alarmed; and 
* prevent ill impreſſions by artful and deſigning 
enemies. Let it be known, that this conſtitu- 
* tion is but temporary—till an accommodation 
of the unhappy differences between Great«Bri- 
* tain and America can be obtained; and that 
ſuch an event is ſtill defired, by men who yet 
remember former friendſhips and intimate con- 
*nections, though, for defending their perſons 
and properties, they are ſtigmatized and treated 
as rebels, 57 


Turn, being known, vill prevail over artifice 


Kits diſcovery.—In ſuch a caſe, no man who is 
* worthy of life, liberty or property, will or/ can 
*retuſe to join you in defending them to the laſt 
' extremity—dHdaining every ſordid view, and 
the mean paltry conſiderations ef ptivptacante- 
« reſt, 


and miſrepreſentation—Convition muſt follow 


empires, and truſting that his Almighty Arm; 
which has been fo ſignally ſtretched out for 


ſtrife amongſt brethren will be, who ſhall do 
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e reſt, and preſent emolument, when placed in 
© competition with the liberties of millions ; and 
« ſeeing that there is no alternative, but abſolute 
© unconditional ſubmiſſion, and the moſt. abje 
« ſlavery, or a defence becoming men born to 
freedom, he will not heſitate about the choice. 

AAlthough ſuperior force may, by the permiſ. 
* fion of Heaven, lay waſte our towns, and ra- 
© yage our country, it can never eradicate, from 
© the breaſts of freemen, thoſe principles which 
© are ingrafted in their very nature - ſuch men 
will do their duty, neither knowing or regard. 
© ing conſequences; but ſubmitting them with 
humble confidence to the Omniſcient and Om: 
0 nipotent Arbiter and Director of the fate of 


* our defence, will deliver them in a righteous 
© cauſe. 


Tux eyes of Europe, nay of the whole world, 
are on America.—The eyes of every other co- 
* lony are on this—a colony, whoſe reputation 
for generoſity and magnanimity, is univerſally 
© acknowledged. I truſt, therefore, it will not 
be diminiſhed by our future conduct; that there 
* will be no civil diſcord here; and that the'only 


© molt to ſerve and to ſave an oppreſſed and in- 
jured country. | 1413314106 


Tat courts of juſtice, which had been ys 
or 


for 
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for twelve months, were, with great ſolemnity, 
opened on the 23d of April, 1776, under the 
ſanction of this temporary conſtitution. On that 
occaſion: the honourable William-Henry Drayton, 
eſquire, chief-juſtice, under the appointment of 
the provincial Congreſs, gave the following ange 
to the grand jury: 


© GENTLEMEN OF THE GRAN D-Ju RT, 


Wu by evil machinations, tending to no- 
* thing leſs than abſolute tyranny, trials by jury 
© have been diſcontinued ; and juries in diſcharge 
* of their duty have aſſembled, and as ſoon as met 
|; ſilently and arbitrarily diſmiſſed without be- 


ing impannelled, whereby, in contempt of Mag- 


* na Charta, juſtice has been delayed and denied : 
tit cannot but afford to every good citizen, the 
* moſt ſincere ſatisfaction, once more to ſee juries, 
© as they now are, legally impannelled, to the end 
* that the laws may be duly adminiſtered. —I do 
* moſt heartily congratulate you upon fo impor- 
tant an event. 


*In this court, where filence has but too long 
* preſided, with a direct purpoſe to looſen the 
bands of government, that this country might 
be involved in anarchy and confuſion; you are 
now met to regulate your verdicts, under a new 
conſtitution of government, independent of royal 
* authority—a conſtitution which aroſe according 
to the great law of nature and of nations; and 
which 
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© which was eſtabliſhed in the late Congreſs on 
© the 26th day of March laſt—A day that will 
© be ever memorable in this country—a month, 
remarkable in our hiſtory, for having given birth 
© to the original conſtitution of our government in 
© the year 1669; for being the æra of the Ame- 
© rican calamities by the ſtamp- act in the year 
* 1765; for being the date of the repeal of that 


act in the following year. — But I proceed to lay 


before you, the principal cauſes leading to the 
© late revolution of our government the law 
© upon the point—and the benefits reſulting from 


© that happy and neceſſary eſtabliſhment.—The 
importance of the tranſaction deſerves ſuch' a 


© ſtate—the occaſion demands, —and our future 
welfare requires it: to do this may take up ſome 
© little time; but the ſubject is of the higheſt 
* moment ; and worthy of your particular atten- 
© tion: I will therefore confine my diſcourſe to 
that great point; and after charging you to at. 
tend to the due obſervance of the jury. law, and 
the patrol and negro acts, forbearing to mention 
the other common duties of a grand-jury, I vill 
© expound to you, THE CONSTITUTION OF YOUR 
© COUNTRY. MIN 


* Tyr houſe of Brunſwick was yet ſcarcely 
© ſettled in the Britiſh throne, to which it had been 
called by a free people, when in the year 1719, 
© our anceſtors in this country, finding that the 
* government of the lords proprietors operated 


* to their ruin, exerciſed the rights tranſmitted 
6 to 


ill 


ell 


the 
ted 
ted 


(' 20g 9 
to them by their forefathers of England; and 
« caſting off the proprietary authority, called upon 
the houſe of Brunſwick to rule over them—a 
© houſe elevated to royal, dominion, for no other 
© purpoſe than to preſerve; to à people their una- 
« lienable rights. The King accepted the invita- 
tion; and thereby indiſputably admitted the 
«legality of that revolution. And in ſo doing, 
« by his own act, he veſted in thoſe our foreta- 
« thers, and in us their poſterity, a, clear right to 
effect another revolution, if ever the govern- 
ment of the -houſe of Brunſwick ſhould operate 
to the ruin of the people.—So the excellent 
Roman Emperor Trajan, delivered a {word to 
Saburanus his captain of the Prætorian guard, 
with this admired ſentence ; * Receive this 
# ſword, and uſe it to defend me if 1 govern well, 
* but againſt me if I behave ill. 55 
b Wits joyful acolamations, our anceſtors, by 
{at of aſſembly, paſſed on the 18th day of Au- 
guſt 1721, RECOGNIZED the Britiſh monarch : 
the virtues, of the ſecond George are {till revered 
wong us— nk was the father of his people: 
and it was with extacy we ſaw his grandſon 
* George the Third mount the throne poſſeſſed gt 


the hearts of his ſubjects. "1 


& 8 Age. * with \ pl commencemeut 
of his reign, his ſubjccts felt cauſes to complain 


of government. The reign advanced the griey- 
* ances became more, numerous and intolerable— 


P _ the 
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© the complaints more general and loud—the 
© whole empire reſounded with the cries of in. 
jured ſubjects : At length, grievances being un. 
© redrefled and ever encreaſing; all patience being 
© borne down ; all hope deſtroyed ; all confidence 
* in royal government blaſted \—Bchold! the em. 


* pire is rent from pole to pole * to con. 


«© tinue aſunder forever ! 


Tur catalogue of our oppreſhons, continen- 
© tal and local, is enormous. Of ſuch oppreſſions, 
© I will mention only ſome of the moſt weighty, 


< UxDEr colour of law, the King and parlia- 
© ment of Great-Britain have made the moſt ar. 
© bitrary attempts to enſlave America; 

By claiming. a right To BIND THE C0L0- 
© NIES, IN ALL CASES WHATSOEVER” 

By laying duties at their mere will and plea- 
«© ſure upon all the colonies ; 

By ſuſpending the legiſlature of New-York; 

By rendering the American charters of no 
validity, having annulled the moſt material parts 
© of the charter of the Maſſachuſetts-Bay; 

By diveſting multitudes of the coloniſts of 
their property, without legal accuſation or trial; 

* By depriving whole colonies of the bounty 


of Providence on their own proper coaſts; in 
order to coerce them by famine; 


By reſtricing the trade and commerce of 
America; 


By ſending to, and continuing in, America, 
in 


N 


in time of peace, an armed force, without, and 
« againſt, the conſent of the people ; 

By granting impunity to a ſoldiery inſtigated 
«to murder the Americans; 

By declaring, that the people of Maſſachu- 
« ſetts-Bay are liable for offences, or pretended 
offences, done in that colony, to be ſent to, and 
« tried for the ſame in ENGLAND; or in any co- 
© LoXY WHERE they cannot have the benefit of 
«a jury of the vicinage; 

By eſtabliſhing in Quebec the Roman Catho- 
© lic religion, and an arbitrary government; in- 
© ſtead of the Proteſtant religion and a free go- 
* vernment, 


bs 


IQ 

Tu proceedings which I have enumerated, 
either immediately or in their evident conſe- 
* quences, deeply alteted all the colonies : ruin 
' ſtared them in the face, They united their 
' counſels, and laid their juſt complaints before the 
* throne, praying a redreſs of grievances. But, 
to their aſtoniſhment, their dutiful petition for 
peace and ſafety, was anſwered, only by an 


* actual commencement of war and military de- 
eſtruction! 


0» 


Ix the mean-time, the Britiſh troops that had 
been peaceably received by the devoted inhabi- 
*tants of Boſton, as the troops of their ſovereign 
bound to protect them! fortified that town, to 
impriſon the inhabitants, and to hold that capi- 
dal againſt the people to whom it belonged ! 

And 


" . — — — — — 
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© And the Britiſh rulers having determined 
appeal from reaſon and juſtice, to violence and 


* arms, a fele& body of thoſe troops, being in 0 
© the night ſuddenly and 'privately marehed from 
© Boſton—at Lexington, on tlie 19th day of April 
1775, they, by ſurprize, drew the ſword of ci. 
© vil war, and plunged it into the breaſts of the 6, 
Americans! Againſt this horrid injuſtice, the * 
Almighty gave inſtant judgment: an haridful of 61 
country militia badly armed, ſuddenly collected, 6 
and unconnectedly and irregularly brought up 1 
to repel the attack, diſcomfited the regulat « 
© bands of the tyranny ; they retreated; and hight 6] 
* ſaved them from total ſlaughteerr. 6 | 
20110! ? cf 
uus forced to take up arms in our on de. 2 
* fence, America yet again moſt dutifully petit. u 
oned the King, that he would “ be pleaſed to tir 
direct ſome mode, by which the united appl. * tc 
« cations of his faithful coloniſts to the throne, © fc 

in preſence of their common councils, migit 
ebe improved into a happy and permanent re: c 
% conciliation ; and that in the mean time; mea- pa 
« ſures might be taken for preventing the further i le. 
& deſtruction of the lives of his Majeſty's ſub- 7 
ce 


jects:“ but it was in vain !—The petition of 
* the part of millions, praying that the effuſion 
* of blood might be srAVYED, was not'thougit 
* worthy of an anſwer | The nefarious war cont! 
* nucd. The ruins of Charleſton, Falmouth and 
Norfolk, towns not conſtrued for offence ot 


* defence, mark the humane progreſs of the royal 
0 arms 
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: arms : ſo the ruins of Carthage, Corinth and 
Numantium, proclaimed to the world that juſ- 
« tice was expelled the Roman ſenate On the 
other hand, the fortitude with which America 
has endured. theſe civil and military outrages ; 
the union of her people, as aſtoniſhing as un- 
« precedented, when we conſider their various 
manners and religious tenets; their diſtance 
from each other; their various and claſhing lo- 
cal intereſts 3 their ſelf-denial; and their mira- 
« culous ſucceſs in the proſecution of the war: I 
© ſay theſe things all demonſtrate that the Lord of 
Hoſts is on our fide ! So it is apparent, that the 
* Almighty Conſtructor of the univerſe, having 
formed this continent of materials to compoſe 
© a ſtate pre-eminent in the world, is now making 
* uſe of the tyranny of the Britiſh rulers, as an 
* inſtrument to faſhion and arrange thoſe materials 
for the end, for which, in his Wiſdom, he had 
formed them. 


Id this enlightened age, humanity muſt be 
particularly ſhocked at a recital of ſuch vio- 
f lences 3 and it is ſcarce to be believed, that the 
* Britiſh tyranny could entertain an idea of pro- 
* ceeding againſt America, by a train of more 
* diſhonourable machinations. But, nothing leſs 
than abſolute proof has convinced us, that in 
* the carrying on the conſpiracy againſt the rights 
* of humanity, the tyranny is capable of attempt- 
ing to perpetrate whatever is infamous. 
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* For the little purpoſe of diſarming the impri. 
* ſoned inhabitants of Boſton, the King's general, 
Gage, in the face of day, violated the publick 
„faith by himſelf plighted ; and in concert with 
* other governors, and with John Stuart, he 
* made every attempt to inſtigate the ſavage na- 
© tions to war upon the ſouthern colomes, indiſ. 


. ©* criminately to maſſacre man, woman and child: 
© the governors in general have demonſtrat- 


© ed, that truth is not in them; they have en- 
« yeigled negroes from, and have armed them 
© againſt their maſters ; they have armed brother 
* againſt brother—ſon againſt father I Oh Al- 
mighty Director of the univerſe! What confi- 
* dence can be put in a government ruling by 
* ſuch engines, and upon ſuch principles of un- 
natural deſtruQion A government, that on 
the 21ſt day of December laſt, made a law, ex 
© poſt facto, to juſtify what had been done, not 
only without law, but in its nature unjuſt !—a 
law to make prize of all veſſels trading in, to, 
* or from the United Colonies—a law to make 
* ſlaves of the crews of ſuch veſſels, and to com- 
* pe] them to bear arms againſt their conſcience, 
their fathers, their bleeding country Ihe 
* world, ſo old as it is, heretofore had never 
* heard of ſo atrocious a procedure: it has no 


parallel in the regiſters of tyranny,—But to 


proceed, 


* THE King's judges in this country refuſed to 


* adminiſter juſtice ; and the late governor lord 
William 


1 


William Campbell, acting as the King's repre- 
- {entarive for him and on his behalf, having en- 
Avoured to ſubvert the Conſtitution of this 
 coantrv, by breaking the original contract be- 
- tween Ting and people, attacking the people by 
« force of arms; having violated the fundamental 
laws; having carried off the great ſeal, and hav- 
ing withdrawn himſelf out of this colony, he 
© abdicated the government. 


© OryREsSED by ſuch a variety of enormous 
© injuries, continental and local, civil and milita- 
© tary ; and by divers other arbitrary and illegal 
© courſes ; all done and perpetrated by the aſſent, 
command or ſufferance, of the King of Great- 
Britain; the repreſentatives of South-Carolina 
in Congreſs aſſembled, found themſelves under 
an unavoidable neceſſity of eſtabliſhing a form 
* of government, with powers legiſlative, execu- 
{tive and judicial, for the good of the people; 
* the origin and great end of all juſt government, 
or this only end, the houſe of Brunſwick | 
was called to rule over us.—Oh! agonizing - ll | 


e, reflection! that houſe ruled us with ſwords, 
ie fire and bayonets ! The Britiſh government ope- 
er rated only to our deſtruction. Nature cried 
no * aloud, ſelf.preſervation is the great law—we | 
to have but obeyed. 


Ir Uturn my thoughts to recollect in hiſtory, 1 
da change of government upon more cogent rea- [| 
* ons; I fay, I know of no change upon princt- = 
© ples ll 
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e ples ſo provoking—compelling—juſtifiable. And 
in theſe reſpeQs, even the famous revolution in 


England in the year 1688, is much inferior.— 
* However, we need no better authority than 
© that illuſtrious precedent ; and I will therefore 
compare the cauſes of, and the law upon the 
© two events. 2 | 


© Ox the ſeventh of February 1688, the lords 


© and commons of England, in convention, com- 


© pleted the following reſolution : 


© RESOLVED, that King James the Second 
* having endeavoured to ſubvert the conſtitution 
„of the kingdom, by breaking the original con- 
e tract between King and people; and, by the 
advice of Jeſuits and other wicked perſons, 
& having violated the fundamental laws; and 
«© having withdrawn himſelf out of this king- 
dom; has abdicated the government, and that 
< the throne is thereby vacant.” * 


Tnar famous reſolution deprived James 0! 
his crown ; and became the foundation on which 
the throne of the preſent King of Great-Britain 
* 18 built—it alſo ſupports the edifice of govern- 
ment which we have erected. N 


© In that reſolve, there are but three fads ſtat- 
ed to have been done by James: I will point 
them out, and examine, whether thoſe facts wil 
apply to the preſent King of Great-Britain, witi 
| c regard 


K ng 3 
; regard to the operations of government, by him 


© or his repreſentative, immediately or by conſe- 
« quence affecting this _— 


Tux firſt fact is, the havieg endeavoured to 
© ſubvert the conſtitution of the kingdom, by 
© breaking the original contfact, 


« Tax, violation of the fundamental laws is the 
© ſecond fact; and in ſupport of theſe two charges, 
© the lords ſpiritual and temporal and commons, 
© aflembled at Weſtminſter on the 12th day of 
© February 1688, declared that James was guil- 
c ty j 

“By aſſuming and exerciſing a power of diſ- 
* penfing with, and ſufpending of laws, and the 
execution of laws, without conſent of parlia- 


nd ment; 
. 5 - - o 
2 « By committing and proſecuting divers wor- 


« thy prelates, for humbly petitioning to be ex- 


% cuſed from concurring to the ſaid aſſumed 
power; 


of 2 

ich ** By iſſuing and cauſing to be executed a com- 
rain * miſſion, under the great ſeal, for erecting a 
Wy * court, called The Court of Commiſſioners for 


0 Feelefaltical Cauſes ; 


“By levying money for and to the uſe of the 
ſtat crown, by pretence of prerogative, for other 
int Wl © time, and in other manner, than the ſame was 
wil WW granted by parliament ; 


By raiſing and keeping a ſtanding army with- 
gard 41 6 20 
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&« jn this kingdom in time of peace, without con- 
« ſent of parliament; and quartering ſoldiers 
& contrgry to law; 

« By cauſing ſeveral good ſubjeas, being Pro. 
cc teſtants, to be diſarmed, at the ſame time 
„ when Papiſts were both armed and employed 
„% contrary to law; 

„ By violating the freedom of election of mem. 
ce bers to ſerve in parliament; 

«© By proſecutions in the court of King's bench, 
for matters and cauſes cognizable only in par- 
„ liament; and by divers other arbitrary and 
« illegal courſes.” 


Tus declaration, thus containing two points 
© of criminality—breach of the original contract, 
© and violation of fundamental laws—1 am to dil. 
* tinguiſh one from the other. 


© In the firſt place then, it is laid down in the 

© beſt law-authorities, that proteQion and fubjec- 
© tion are reciprocal; and that theſe reciprocal 
duties form the original contract between King 
© and people. It therefore follows, that the ori- 
* ginal contract was broken by James's conduct 
© as above ſtated, which amounted to a not at- 
* fording due protection to his people. And it 1s 
* as clear that he violated the fundamental laws, 
by the ſuſpending of laws, and the execution 
© of laws; by levying money; by violating the 
© freedom of election of members to ſerve in par- 
« lament ; by keeping a ſtanding army in time ol 
peace; 


1 


peace; and by quartering ſoldiers contrary to 
law, and without conſent of parliament 3 which 
«js as much as to ſay, that he did thoſe things 
© without conſent of the legiſlative aſſembly, choſen 
© by the PERSONAL ELECTION of that people, 
© over whom ſuch doings were exerciſed. 


© TxgsE points, reaſonings and concluſions, 
being ſettled in, deduced from, and eſtabliſhed 
upon parliamentary proceedings, and the beſt 
« law-authorities, muſt ever remain unſhaken. 
am now to undertake the diſagreeable taſk of 
© examining, whether they will apply to the vio- 
© lences which have lighted up, and now feed the 
© flames of civil war in America. 


© JamEs the Second ſuſpended the operation 
' of laws George the Third cauſed the charter 
* of the Maſſachuſetts-Bay to be in effect annihi- 
lated; he ſuſpended the operation of the law 
which formed a legiſlature in New-York, velt- 
eing it with adequate powers; and thereby he 
* cauſed the very ability of making laws in that 
colony to be fuſpended. | 


KING James levied money without the con- 
* ſent of the repreſentatives of the people called 
' upon to pay it—King George has levied money 
upon America, not only without, but expreſsly 
' ainſt the conſent of the repreſentatives of the 
people in America. 


© KING 
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_ * King James violated the freedom of elec: 
tion of members to ſerve in parliament—King 


* George, by his repreſentative lord William 
Campbell acting for him and on his behalf, 
broke through a fundamental law of this country, 
* for the certain holding of general aſſemblies; and 
thereby, as far as in him lay, not only violat. 
* ed, but annihilated the very ability of holding 
© a general aſſembly. 


KING James, in time of peace, kept a ſtand. 
ing army in England, without conſent of the 
© repreſentatives of the people among whom that 
army was kept—King George hath, in time of 
© peace, invaded this continent with a large ſtand- 
© ing army without the conſent, and he hath kept 
© it within this continent, expreſsly againſt the 
* conſent of the repreſentatives of the people, 
* among whom the army is poſted, 


* ALL which doings by King George the Third, 
reſpecting America, are as much contrary to 
our intereſts and welfare; as much againſt lau, 
and tend as much, at leaſt, to ſubvert and ex. 
« tirpate the liberties of this colony, and of Ame- 
« ricaz as the ſimilar proceedings by James the 
Second operated reſpecting the people of Eng 
„land. For the ſame principle of law touching 
the premiſes, equally applies to the people ol 
England in the one caſe, and to the people ol 
America in the other. And this is the great 


principle. Certain acts done, over and affect 
ing 


1% 


ing a people, againſt and without THEIR con- 
SEN T exprefled by THEMSELVES, or by REPRE- 
© &&NTATIVES of their oWN ELECTION.—Upon 
this only principle was grounded the complaints 
© of the people of England—upon the ſame is 
grounded the complaints of the people of Ame- 
© rica, And hence it clearly follows, that if James 
© the Second violated the fundamental laws of 
England, George the Third hath alſo violated 
the fundamental laws of America. 


© AGAIN : FE. | 

«King James broke the original contract, by 

© not affording due protection to his ſubjects, al- 
though he was not charged with having ſeized 
© their towns, and with having held them againſt 
the people—or with having laid them in ruins 
aby his arms—or with having ſeized their veſlels 
* —or with having purſued the people with fire 
and ſword— or with having declared them rebels, 
for reſiſting. his arms levelled to deſtroy their 
lives, liberties and properties—But George the 
„Third hath done all thoſe things againſt Ame- 
* rica; and it is therefore undeniable, that he 
bath not afforded due protection to the people. 
* Wherefore, if James the Second broke the ori- 
* ginal contract, it is undeniable that George the 
Third has alſo broken the original contract be- 
' tween King and people; and that he made uſe 
* oi the moſt violent meaſures by which it could 
be done—Violences, of which JaMEs was 
* EVILTLEss— Meaſures, carrying conflagration, 
maſſacre 


— — — 
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© maſſacre and open war amidſt a people, whoſe 
ſubjection to the King of Great-Britain, the 


© Jaw holds to be due, only as a return for pro- 
* tection. And fo tenacious and clear is the lay 


upon this very principle, that it is laid doyn, 
ſubjection is not due even to a King de jure or 
* of right, unleſs he be alſo King de facto or in 
poſſeſſion of the executive powers diſpenſing 
protection. 


© AGAIN: The third fact charged againſt James, 

© is, that he withdrew himſelf out of the kingdom: 
And we know that the people of this country 
have declared, that lord William Campbell, the 
King of Great-Britain's repreſentative, “ hay. 
<* ing uſed his utmoſt efforts to deſtroy the lives, 
* liberties and properties of the good people here, 
* whom by the duty of his {tation he was bound 
ce to protect, withdrew himfelt out of the colc- 
© ny.” —Hence it will appear, that George the 
*.Third hath withdrawn himſelf out of this colo- 
ny, provided it be eſtabliſhed, that exactly the 
* ſame natural conſequence reſulted from the 
* withdrawing in each caſe reſpectively: King 
James perſonally out of England, and King 
* George out of Carolina, by the agency of bis 
* ſubſtitute and repreſentative lord William Camp- 
© bell. —By King James's withdrawing, the exc- 
* cutive magiſtrate was gone, thereby, in the ehe 
© of the law, the executive magiſtrate was dead, 
and of conſequence royal government actual) 
* ceaſed in England So by King George's repre” 
| « ſentatlvC > 


TO 1 © 

« ſentative's withdrawing, the executive magiſtrate: 
was gone, the death in law became apparent, 
© and of conſequence royal government actually 
« ceaſed in this colony, Lord William withdrew 
© as the King's repreſentative, carrying off the 
great ſeal and royal inſtructions to governors, 
© and acting for and on the part of his principal, 
© by every conſtruction of law, that conduct be- 
© came the conduct of his principal; and thus, 
James the Second withdrew out of England; 
and George the Third withdrew out of South- 
Carolina; and by ſuch a conduct reſpectively, 


5 © the people in each country were exactly in the 
a © ſame degree injured. 


Tu three facts againſt King James being 
© thus ſtated and compared with ſimilar proceed- 


in *ings by King George, we are now to aſcertain 
"M * the reſult of the injuries done by the firſt, and 
the the law upon that point; which, being aſcer- 
* ' tained, muſt naturally conſtitute the judgment 
the ein law, upon the reſult of the ſimilar injuries 
te done by the laſt: and I am happy that I can 
ring give you the beſt authority upon this important 
Ling * point, 

- bis 


* TREATING upon this great precedent in con- 


1mp- Bats | 

exe- ' {titutional law, the learned judge Blackſtone 
ehe declares, that the reſult of the facts amounted 
lead, to an abdication of the government, which 


abdication did not affect only the perſon of 
epre - the King himſelf, but alſo all his heirs; and 
& rendered 
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*5 rendered the throne abſolutely and completely 
£ yacant.” Thus it clearly appears, that the go. 
© vernment was not abdicated, and the throne 
* vacated, by the reſolution of the lords and com. 
* mons ; but, that the reſolution was only deela. 


© ratory of the law of nature and reafon, upon 
© the reſult of the injuries proceeding from the 
three combined facts of mal-adminiſtration.— 
© And thus, as I have on the foot of the beſt au- 
* thorities made it evident, that George the Third, 
© King of Great-Britain, has endeavoured to ſub- 
vert the conſtitution of this country, by break. 
ing the original contract between King and 
people; by the advice of wicked perſons has 
« violated the fundamental laws; and has: With. 
drawn himſelf by withdrawing the conſtitutional 
© benefits of the kingly office, and his protection 
out of this country: from ſuch a 9 
* juries, from ſuch a conjuncture of circum- 

© {tances—the law of the land authorizes me to 
« declare, and it is my duty boldly to declare the 
law, that George the Third, King of Greats 
© Britain, has abdicated the government, and that 
© the throne is thereby vacant ; that is, HH 4s 
© NO AUTHORITY OVER US, ang WE 05 N0 
* OBEDIENCE TO HM. The Britiſh miniſter 
E already have preſented a charge of mine 1d ile 
* notice of the lords and commons in parliament} 
and I am nothing loath that they take cdu 
« reſentment! againſt this charge. For; ſupported 

by the fundamental laws of the 'coriſtitutto" 


F ald engaged as T am in the cauſe of virtue 
| I fear 


1 


©] fear no conſequences from their machinations, 


Tus, having ſtated the principal cauſes of 
© our laſt revolution, it is as clear as the ſun in the 
© meridian, that George the Third has injured | 
© the Americans, at leaſt as grievouſly as James ; 
© the Second injured the people of England ; but ö 
that James did not oppreſs theſe in fo criminal 
a manner as George has oppreſſed the Ameri- 1 
cans. Having alſo ſtated the law on the caſe, I 1 
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© am naturally led to point out to you, ſome of 
the great benefits reſulting from that revolution. 


© In one word, then, you have a form of go- 
© yvernment in every reſpect preferable to the mode MM 
© under the Britiſh authority; and this will moſt ll | 
© clearly appear by contraſting the two forms of "8 
government. Þ 


* UnDER the Britiſh authority governors were 
* ſent over to us, who were utterly unacquainted 
with our local intereſts, the genius of the peo- 
* ple, and our laws; generally they were but too 
much diſpoſed to obey the mandates of an arbi- 


-N0 * trary miniſter ; and it the governor behaved ill, 
ers we could not by any peaceable means procure 
dae © redreſs. —But, under our preſent happy conſti- 
ent; * tution, our executive magiſtrate ariſes according 
qual WI © to the ſpirit and letter of Holy Writ—* their 
ted © governors ſhall proceed from the midſt of 


*them.” Thus, the people have an opportunity 
0 . * . 127 \ 
of chooſing a man intimately acquainted with 
R their 
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© their true intereſts, their genius, and their laws; 
© a man perfectly diſpoſed to defend them againſt 
© arbitrary miniſters ; and to promote the happi. 
© neſs of that people from among whom he was 
elevated; and by whom, without the leaſt diff. 
* culty, he may be removed and blended in the 
6 common mals. 


© AGAIN: Under the Britiſh authority it was 
in effect declared, that we had no property; 
© nay, that we could not poſſeſs any; and that 
© we had not any of the rights of humanity. / For 
© men who knew us not, men who gained in pro- 
portion as we loſt, arrogated to themſelves 2 
right To BIND vs 1N ALL CASES WHATS0F- 
ERA But our conſtitution is calculated to 
FREE us from foreign bondage; to ſecure to 
© us our property; to maintain to us the rights 
© of humanity ; and to defend us and our poſteri- 
© ty, againſt Britiſh . aiming to reduce 
© us to the moſt abject ſlavery ! 20 


AGAIN: The Britiſh authority dothired; that 
ve ſhould not erect ſlitting- mills—and, to this 
* unjuſt law, we implicitly and reſpectfully ſub- 
* mitted ſo long, as with ſafety to our lives We 
could yield obedience to ſuch authority butt 
* reſolution of Congreſs now grants a premium 
to encourage the conſtruction of ſuch mill. 
The Britiſh authority diſcouraged our attempt: 
ing to manufacture for our own conſumption— 


but the new conſtitution, by authorizing the 
c diſburſement 


E 


« diſburſement of large ſums of money by way 
© of loan, or premium, encourages the making 
of iron, bar-ſteel, nail-rods, gun-locks, gun- 
« barrels, ſulphur, nitre, gun- powder, lead, wool- 
lens, cottons, linens, paper and ſalt. 


« Upon the whole, it has been the policy of the 
« Britiſh authority, to oblige us to ſupply our 
«© wants at their market, which is the deareſt in 
the known world; and to cramp and confine 
our trade fo as to be ſublervient to their com- 
© merce, our real intereſt being ever out of the 
© queſtion. —On the other hand the new conſti- 
© tution is wiſely adapted to enable us to trade 
© with foreign nations, and thereby to ſupply our 
© wants at the cheapeſt markets in the univerſe ; 
to extend our trade infinitely beyond what it 
© has ever been known; to encourage manufac. 
© turers among us; and it is peculiarly formed 
to promote the happineſs of the people, from 
among whom, by virtue and merit, THE POOR- 
*EST MAN may arrive at THE HIGHEST DIGNI- 
©Ty,—Oh Carolinians! happy would you be 
under this new conſtitution, if you knew your 
* happy ſtate. | 


Poss Ess ED of a conſtitution of government, 
founded upon ſo generous, equal and natural a 


principle, —a government expreſsly calculated 
to make the people rich, powerful, virtuous and 
* happy, who can wiſh to change it, to return 
under a royal government; the vital principles 
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© of which, are the reverſe in every particular! It 
© was my duty to lay this happy conſtitution be. 
fore you, in its genuine light it is your duty 
© to underſtand to n 


end it. or bits „t Asti mmog gun 


980 -VIILGT Du nod 
. I — * 5 1 propriety, quit this truly 
Senne ſubject, but my anxiety for the -pub- 
© lick. weal, compels me yet to detain your atten» 
tion, while I make an obſervation or two, upon 
* one particular part of the conſtitution. 


> CS non 5 
« Wurv all the various attempts to enſlave 


5 America, by fraud under guiſe of law z,,hy.mw 
litary threats; by famine ; maſſacre ; breach of 
< publick faith, and open war: 1 lay, when theſe 
things are conſidered on the one PANE 
< the other, the conſtitution, expreſſing t 
mode of government ſhould be 1 
« until an accommodation of the un happy 12 
5 rences between Great-Britain and. America GP 
<< be obtained—an event which, though. radue 
and treated as rebels, we ſtill pat hr y 
* I lay, when theſe two points are cone e 
we avoid revering the magnanimity of that 905 
© council of the ſtate, who, after ſuch injuries, 
could entertain ſuch a principle But the V. 


© tuous are ever generous : we do not, vil ke. 


* venge ; we earneſtly wiſh an accommodation 
© our unhappy diſputes with Great Britain; 
we prefer peace to war.—Nay, there may be 


even ſuch an accommodation, as, excluding ee 
jdea 
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idea of revenue by taxation or duty, or of legiſ- 
lation, by act of parliament, may veſt the King 
of Great-Britain with ſuch a limited dominion 
over us, as may tend, bona fide; to promote our 
true commercial intereſts, and to ſecure our free- 
dom and ſafety the only juſt ends of any do- 
«© minion. But, while I declare thus much on the 
© one fide, on the other it is my duty alſo to de- 
« clare, that in my opinion our true commercial 
< intereſts cannot be provided for, but by ſuch a 
© material alteration of the Britiſh acts of naviga- 
© tion, as, according to the reſolve of the honoura- 
© ble the continental Congreſs, © will ſecure the 
commercial advantages of the whole empire to 
« the mother country, and the commercial benefits 
« of its reſpective members.” And that our li. 
© berties and ſafety cannot be depended upon, if 
© the King of Great-Britain ſhould be allowed to 
© hold our forts and cannon ; or to have autho- 
* rity over a lingle regiment in America; or 2 
* ſingle ſhip of war in our ports. —For if be holds 
© our forts, he may turn them againſt us, as he 
* Gid Boſton againſt her proprietors : if he ac- 

* quires our cannon, he will effectually difarm 
* the colony: if he has a command of troops 
* among us, even if we raiſe and pay them, ſhac- 
*Kles are fixed upon us—witneſs Ireland and her 
* national army. The moſt expreſs act of par- 
* lament cannot give us ſecurity; for acts of 

' parliament are as caſily repealed as made. Royal 

* proclamations are not to be depended upon; 

'vitneſs the diſappointments of the inhabitants 
of 


1 


of Quebec and St. Auguſtine. Even a change 
* of miniſtry will not avail us, becauſe, notwith. 
* ſtanding the rapid ſucceſſion of miniſters, for 
* which the Britiſh court has been famous during 
the preſent reign, yet the ſame ruinous policy 
© ever continued to prevail againſt American 
« ſhort, I think it my duty to declare in the awful 
© ſeat of juſtice, and before Almighty God, that, 
in my opinion, the Americans can have no ſaſet) 
© but by the Divine Favour, their own virtue, 
© and their being ſo prudent as Nor To LEAVE 
© IT IN THE POWER OF THE BRITISH RULERS 


© To INJURE THEM. Indeed the ruinous and 


deadly injuries received on our fide, and the 
jealouſies entertained, and which, in the nature 
© of things, mult daily encreaſe againſt us on the 
other; demonſtrate to a mind, in the leaſt given 
© to reflection upon the rife and fall of empires, 
© that true reconcilement never can exiſt between 
© Great-Britain and America, the latter being in 
«© ſubjeCtion to the former. —The Almighty cre. 
* ated America to be independent of Britain: let 
© us beware of the impiety of being backward to 
act as inſtruments in the Almighty Hand, now 
© extended to accompliſh his purpoſe z and b) 
© the completion of which alone, America, in thc 
© nature of human affairs, can be ſecure” again 
the craft and inſidious deſigns of HER ENI. 
© MIES, WHO THINK HER PROSPERITY AND 
POWER ALREADY BY FAR TOO GREAT. 
In a word, our piety and political ſafety are ſo 


plended, that to refuſe our labours in this m"_ 
| 6 Work; 


MW. 


« work, is to refuſe to be a great, a free, a pious 
„and a happy people! 


© AND now, having left the important alterna- 
« tive, political happineſs or wretchedneſs, under 
God, in a great degree in your own hands; I 
© pray the Supreme Arbiter of the affairs of men, 
© ſo to direct your judgment, as that you may act 
« apreeably to what ſeems to be his will, revealed 
in his miraculous works in behalf of America, 
bleeding at the altar of liberty! 


Tus ſentiments contained in this charge, from 


nd 

he the bench of juſtice, were -re-echoed from the 
Ire grand-juries in the different diſtricts. This firſt 
the general aſſembly, agreeably to the conſtitution 


they had framed, was diſſolved on the 21ſt of 
October of the fame year, and a general election 
for members of legiſlature was immediately held 
throughout the ſtate. Such was the union of the 


. WH people, and ſo general their acquieſcence in the 
let meaſures adopted by their repreſentatives, that 
] to the former members were almoſt univerſally re- 
a0 turned. The new aſſembly met on the 6th of 


December 1776, and, in a few days after, re- 
choſe the former preſident and vice-prefident. 
The government had energy, and was cheerfully 
obeyed. So much tranquility reigned in every 
part of South-Carolina, that, after the departurc 
of the Britiſh fleet and army in July, and the 
termination of the Cherokee expedition in Oc- 
tober 


See note xIII. 


E 


tober 1776, events which ſhall hereafter be more 
particularly explained, the bulk of the people 
were ſcarcely ſenſible of any revolution, or that 
the country was at war. 


Taz policy of the rulers in departing as little 
as. poſſible from ancient forms and names, made 
the change of ſovereignty leſs perceptible. The 
inhabitants had long been in the habit of : receiv. 
ing laws from a general aſſembly and council. 
The adminiſtration of the government in times 
paſt, on the demiſe of the governor, had been 
uniformly committed to one of the council, under 
the title of preſident. The people felt themſelves 
ſecure in their perſons and properties, and expe- 
rienced all the advantages of law and govern» 
ment. Theſe benefits were communicated: under 
old names, though derived from a new fove- 
reignty. Their ancient laws and cuſtoms: were 
generally retained. The kingly office was drop- 
ped, and the revolution took place without any 
violence or convulſion. * olqo3gq 5 


SouTn-CaROLINA was the firſt of the Umited 
Colonies that formed an independent conftitution; 
but as this was done on temporary principles, the 
declaration of independence by the contin 
Congreſs, which took place on the 4th of July 
1776, made it neceſſary to new model that tem- 
porary form of government, ſo as to accommo- 
date it to that great event. So unlimited was thc 
confidence which the inhabitants repoſed in their 

repreſentatives, 


- 
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repreſentatives, that they entruſted the ſame body 
of men with the power of reviſing the conſtitu- 
tion, as well as that of enacting laws. The'clec- 
tions in every part of the ſtate were conducted 
on the idea that the members choſen, over and 
above the ordinary powers of legiſlators, ſhould 
have the power to frame a new conſtitution ſuited 
to the declared independence of the ſtate. Au- 
thorized in this manner, the legiſlature, in January 
17%, began the important buſineſs of framing 
x permanent form of government. The gene- 
tous confidence repoſed in the elected by the 
electots, met with a ſuitable return of fidelity 
on their part. Inſtead of increaſing their own 
poyers as legiſlators, they diminithed thoſe of 
which they were in poſſeſſion by the temporary 
conſtitution, and extended the privileges of their 
conſtituents : nor did they proceed to give a 
ſmal ſanction to their deliberations on the ſubject 
of the conſtitution, till they had ſubmitted them 
lor the ſpace of a; year to the conſideration, of 
the people at large. From the general approba- 
tion of the inhabitants, the new conſtitution re- 
cived all the authority which could have been 
conferred on the proceedings of a convention 
expreſsly delegated for the excluſive purpoſe of 
framing a form of government. The temporary 
conſtitution, ratified in March 1776, differs from 
tat which was framed in 1777 and 1978 in the 
following particulars. By the lait the appellation 
of the country was changed from colony to ſtate, 
and of the eluef magiſtrate from preſident to 

8 governor, 
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governor. A rotation was alſo eſtabliſhed in the 
offices of governor, privy-councillor, theriff, trea. 
ſurer, ſecretary of the ſtate, regiſter of meſne 
conveyances, attorney-general, ſurveyor-general, 
powder-receiver, collectors and comptrollers of 


the cuſtoms, fo that in the firſt three offices no 


one perſon can ſerve more than two years out of 
fix, and in all the following ones no more than 
four years out of eight. And the legillative au- 
thority was reduced from three to two branches. 
Inſtead of the legiſlative-council, appointed by 
the conſtitution of 1776, to be choſen by the 
repreſentatives of the people out of their own 
body, a ſenate, conſiſting of twenty-eight' mem- 
bers, each upwards of thirty years of age, to be 


elected by the people in their reſpective pariſhes 


and diſtricts, was, by the conſtitution of 1778, 
conſtituted a branch of legiſlature. The oath 
preſcribed by the temporary conſtitution of 1776, 
to be taken by all perſons choſen or appointed 
to any office, or to any place of truſt, before en- 
tering on the execution of office, was in the fol. 
lowing words : © I A. B. do ſwear that I will, to 
* the utmoſt of my power, ſupport, maintain and 
defend the conſtitution of South-Carolina 2s 
* eſtabliſhed by Congreſs on the 26th of March 
© 1776, until an accommodation of the differences 
© between .Great-Britain and America ſhall take 

place, or I ſhall be releaſed from this oath by 
* the, legiſlative authority of the ſaid colony. 


But by the permanent. conſtitution, eſtabliſhes 
after 


WES. 


after the declaration of independence, it was 
made neceſſary for all publick officers, before en- 
tering on the execution of their offices, to take 
an oath in the following words: I A. B. do ac- 
knowledge the ſtate of South-Carolina to be a 
free, independent and ſovereign ſtate ; and that 
© the people thereof owe no allegiance or obe- 
« dience. to George the Third, King of Great- 
Britain. And I do renounce, refuſe and ab- 
© jure any allegiance or obedience to him; and 
©] do ſwear (or affirm) that I will, to the utmoſt 
© of my power, ſupport, maintain and defend 
«the ſaid ſtate againſt the ſaid King George the 
Third, his heirs and ſucceſſors, and his or their 
© abettors, aſſiſtants and adherents.” 


Tut conſtitution of 1776 was ſilent on the 
ſubject of religious eſtabliſhment, but that of 
1778 aboliſhed every trace of ſuperiority which 
had before elevated any one denomination above 
another, and put all ſects of Proteſtants on the 
footing of moſt perfect equality. It held forth 
toleration to all men who believed in a Deity, 
and ordained a nominal eſtabliſhment of the Pro— 
teltant religion, but left the clergy of all deno- 
minations without any publick ſupport, to be 
maintained by the voluntary contributions of 
their adherents. 


THE new conſtitution having been approved of 
by both the deliberative branches of legiſlature, 


people, 


and alſo having gained the implied conſent of the 
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people, the general aſſembly and legiſlative- council 
proceeded in March 1778 to give it a final ſanc. 
tion in the form of a law. Ie this end they pre. 
ſented it to preſident Rutledge for his aſſent. By 
virtue of the negative power delegated to him 
by the temporary conſtitution, he refuſed to pals 
it. He gave reaſons for his refuſal in the fol. 
lowing ſpeech, addreſſed to both houſes : 


; 


* Honourable gentlemen of the legiſlative- eounci, 
Mr. Speaker, and gentlemen. of the general 


* allembly, 


Vous preſenting a bill which I am under the 
* abſolute neceſſity of rejecting, gives me infinite 
concern, as I have very great deference for your 
* opinion. But I ſhould betray the important 
© truſt repoſed in me, and be utterly, unworthy of 
the publick confidence, if any conſiderationcould 
© induce me to ſubmit my own judgment upon this 
* occaſion to that of others however reſpectable. 


* HavinG thoroughly revolved the matter, | 
« think myſelf bound to refuſe aſſent to this bill; 
and, being reſponſible for the faithful diſcharge 
* of my duty, to declare the reaſons for ſuch 
* refuſal, | 

© I have taken an oath to preſide over the peo- 
ple of this ſtate, according to the conſtitution 
or form of government agreed to and refolyed 
upon by the, repreſentatives ok South-Carolin 


c jn 
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in March 1776; it is therefore impoſlible for 
© me, without breach of this ſolemn obligation, 
„to give my ſanction to the eſtabliſhment of a 
different mode of government. But if I were 
not reſtrained by an oath, I ſhould nevertheleſs 
* put a negative on the bill, becauſe it annihilates 
© one branch of the legiſlature, and transfers the 
right of electing another branch from thie ge⸗ 
* neral aſſembly to the people; and nothing is 
© clearer to me than that we have not lawful 
© power {6 to do. For, on the late diſſolution 
© of government, the people, being at liberty to 
* chooſe what form they pleaſed, agreed to one 
* veſting an authority for making the laws by 
© which they were to be bound in three branches, 
and committed it to the care of the ſeveral 
branches, not to be violated or infringed, but 
to be preſerved as a ſacred depoſite, as that ſe- 
* curity of their lives, liberties and properties, 
© which, after mature deliberation, they deemed 
eit wiſeſt to provide. The legiſlative authority, 
being fixed and limited, cannot change or de- 
* troy itſelf without ſubverting the conſtitution 
from which it is derived. The people by that 
' delegated to us a power of making laws, not of 
* creating legiſlators ; ; and there can be no doubt 
* that if we have authority to take the right of 
* eleCling a legiſlative- council from that body in 
* which the conſtitution placed it, and give it to 
* another, we may not only do the like with the 
right of electing members of aſſembly, and a 
' preſident, but veſt the election of both the aſ- 


ſembly 
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© ſembly and council in any other body inſtead of 
© the people, and the election of a preſident in 
© ſome other body than the council and affembly; 
© and that if we have power to lop one branch 
© of the legiſlature, we may cut off either of the 
© other branches, and ſuffer the legiſlative autho. 
© rity to be exerciſed by the remaining branch 
© only, or aboliſh the third alſo, and inveſt the 
whole authority in ſome other perſon or body, 
Nor is it chimerical to ſuppoſe that ſuch 'infrac. 
tions may be attempted by others, ſince vicla. 
© tions ſimilar to theſe have been committed. We 
£ know that one of the houſes of parhament yoted 
the other houſe uſeleſs and dangerous, and that 


it ought to be aboliſhed - That publick bodies, 


elected and eligible by the people, have vreſted 
the right of election from their conſtituents, 
filling up vacancies, which the deaths of mem- 
© bers occaſioned, by their own choice That 
* an Engliſh parliament enacted a law empower- 
ing the King, for the time being, with advice 
* of the major part of his council, to ſet forth 
* proclamations under ſuch pains and penalties 3 
*to him and them ſhould ſeem neceſſary, and 
* declaring that thoſe proclamations ſhould be 
* obſerved as though they were made by act of 
parliament— That offenders againſt them ſhould 
be liable to the forfeitures and 1mpriſonments 
therein expreſſed, and adjudged traitors if the) 
© ſhould quit the realm to avoid anſwering their 
« offence—That a Britiſh triennial parliamen: 


© conſtituted itſelf, and ſucceeding parliament 


ſeptennial; 
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« ſeptennial ; and though frequent elections are 
« evidently for the benefit of the people, they 


have ſtrove in vain for upwards of half a cen- 


© tury to abridge the time of their parliament's 
duration. In ſhort, we know that freedom is 
« totally extinct in many nations whoſe greateſt 
glory it was for ages, by the people's having 
© ſurrendered. every privilege, and become ſlaves 
to deſpotiſm. Experience therefore teaches, 
«© that it is the indiſpenſible duty of every lover 
© of his country to adhere inflexibly to its con- 
© ſtitution, not admitting any innovation of it, 
though ſpecious and plauſible, leſt the firſt 
© making way for others, they ruſh forward like 
© an impetuqus torrent, bearing down all before it. 


© SupposING however that we had power to 

© form a new conſtitution, I apprehend that the 
* cauſes aſſigned for it are altogether inſufficient. 
© The bill recites, “ that the preſent was tempo- 
„ rary only, and ſuited to the ſituation of publick 
affairs when it was reſolved on, looking for- 
ward to an accommodation with Great-Britain, 
* an event then deſired. But that the United 
* Colonies have ſince been conſtituted indepen- 
dent {lates by the declaration of the honourable 
continental Congreſs, and it is therefore be- 
* come abſolutely neceflary to frame a conſlitu- 
* tion ſuited to that great event.” Admitting 
* our torm of government to be temporary, it is 
to continue until that accommodation ſhall take 
place, until peace between Great-Britain and 
America 


( 136 ) 
* America ſhall be concluded, though I do no 


* 
© hold that it muſt then be altered, and think it c 
« ſhould not, unleſs a better can: be deviſed, We 
« {till look forward to ſuch accommodation, an 0 
event as deſirable now as it ever was, ſo that 6. 
the ſituation of publiek affairs is in this reſpect 7 
© the ſame as when the (conſtitution was 1eftabliſh-- 7 
ed; and though indeed, ſince the declaration 1 
*-of! independence, the ſtyle of this country i 61 
fſomewhat altered, having been heretofore; one & 
©of the United Colonies, and being nowene of 6 { 
the United States of America; yet it exerciſad, 0 
and conſtitutionally, the ſame ſupreme power n 
© before as it has ſince that period. Such- decli- 


* ration therefore cannot make it nreeſſary vo 
change the form of government, nor, c 
conceive any reaſon which does. The goht 
the people being the end of government that 
is the beſt form under which they are happieſt; 
they being the fitteſt judges of hat + would che 
© moſt productive of their happineſs: preſerttd 
* the preſent mode of electing a legiſlative-· council 


s to that which is offered for eletting A ſeriäte, | 
probably becauſe it appeared more-likely; hat to 
© perſons of the greateſt integrity, learning un 1 


* abilities, would be choſen by and from amongſt 
their "repreſentatives when aſſembled; than by 
* eleQtors in their feveral pariſhes'' and difhriQs} | 
© aid it may have ſeemed incongruous; thätitbet 
© ſhould be two repreſentative bodies the lefi 
* controling the greater. The people alſo pte. 
fetredia compounded or mixed government 
10D 8 62 ſimple 
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«a ſimple democracy, or one verging towards it, 
perhaps becauſe, however unexceptionable de- 
© mocratic power may appear at the firſt view, its 
© effeAs have been found arbitrary, ſevere and 
deſtructive. - Certain it is that ſyſtems, which, 
in theory have been much admired, on trial 


© periments relative to government are of all 
ſchemes the moſt dangerous and fatal. The 
© people having adopted ſuch a conſtitution as 
ſeemed to them moſt perfect, when it is not 
even ſurmiſed that any grievance or inconve- 
© mence has ariſen from it, and when they are 
' atisfied with and happy under it, (which I firm- 
ly believe they are) if we had authority I ſhould 
© conceive it neither politic, expedient or juſti- 
fable to change this form for another, eſpecially 
' as I think that the one propoſed will not be bet- 
ter than, or ſo good as, what we now enjoy; and 
whether it would or not, is a ſpeculative point 
which time only can determine. 15 


Tnus I have ſhewn that it is not in my power 
"to agree to this bill, and why, if it were, I 
* ſhould not. 


Lan not ſo vain as to imagine that what I 
have faid can influence your minds in a matter 
* hich has been ſo lately the ſubject of debate. 
But having delivered my ſincere and real ſenti— 
ments (with a fteedom which J hope is neither 
unbdecoming or offenſive) L confide in your can- 

1 dour 


have not ſueceeded; and that projects and ex- 
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* Cour to regard them as ſuch. And now I think 
proper to reſign the office of preſident and com. 
mander in chief of this ſtate, I do accordingly 
* reſign it into your hands, and requeſt that you 
* will accept this reſignation, and elect ſome per. 
* fon to it in my ſtead,” 


Tarr reſignation of preſident Rutledge being 
accepted, the legiſlative bodies proceeded to ele 
his ſucceflor. A majority of their ſuffrages in 
the firſt inſtance were in favour of the honourable 
A. Middleton. On account of difficulties that 
ſtood in the way of his paſſing the new conſtitu- 
tion, he declined acceptance of the office, The 
honourable Rawiins Lowndes was ſoon after ele 
ed, and on the 19th of March 1778 he gave his 
aſſent to the new conſtitution, which, from that 
time to the preſent, has been the uniform rule of 
government. 


Exczprind in the particulars in which a dif- 
ference has already been ſtated, the two conlii- 
tutions are nearly. the ſame. They both agreed 
in this fundamental point, that the voice of the 
people was the ſource of law, honour and office. 
Criminal proſecutions which were formerly ct. 
ried on in the name of the King, were from that 
ra carried on in the name of the ſtate. The 
fame offices, with nearly the ſame duties and 
powers that had exiſted under the royal govern 
ment, werc continued under the popular eftabliſh- 


ment, but with this diflerence, that the oficers 
obtained 


1 


obtained their places by the vote of the legiſla- 
ture, and not from the appointment of the crown. 
The majeſty of the people took the place that had 
formerly been occupied by the kingly office. By 
this ſubſtitution a change of government was 
caſily and almoſt inſenſibly effected. 


CHAPTER 
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ON aſter ua regular form of government 
was adopted, a formidable attack from Great: 
Britain gave an opportunity of aſcertaining 5 
energy. Governor Campbell, from the time of 
his abandoning the province, had been affidvois 
in his attempts to procure a military forte tö r 
duce it to obedience. He repreſented the friends 
of royal authority as needing only the counts? 
nance of a ſmall military force, to give them ff 
opportunity of embodying for the eſtabhiſfimeſt 
of Britiſh government—that Charleſton migit 
be eaſily reduced—and that the reduction of it 
would reſtore the province to its former"tranqui- 
lity: crown officers, and their friends the toy. 
aliſts, aſſociating chiefly with one another; and 
not knowing, or not believing the numbers, the 
reſources, nor the enthuſiaſm of the oppoſite pat, 
deceived themſelves, and communicated bet de- 
luſions to the rulers in Great-Britain," 00W 501 
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* the cloſe of the year 177 e the begin- 
ning of the year 1776, great preparations bad 


bern made in Great - Britain to invade the Alt. 


rican colonies, with a force ſuffie ient to vole: 
ſubmiſſion. — With this view, early in 1776, * 
wurd of fifty thouſand men were employed in 


active operations againſt America. Part of this 


c 
an bogOo, forc 
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force was ordered to the ſouthward, to carry into 
effect in that quarter the deſigns of the Britiſh 
miniſtry. While Great-Britain was preparing to 


invade her colonies, they were equally aſſiduous 
in their endeavours to be ready to repel the inva- 


2 


fon. In South-Carolina particularly, every 
ertion had been made to put the province, 
eſpecially its capital, in a reſpectable poſture of 
defence. As one mean conducing thereto, the 
popular leaders had erected works on Sullivan's 
iſland, This is ſituated about fix miles nearer 
the ſea than that neck of land between Aſhley: 
and Cooper rivers, on which Charleſton ſtands, 
and is ſo near the channel as to be a very con- 
venient poſt for annoying ſhips approaching the 
town. At the time the Britiſh fleet appeared! off 
the coaſt, about rwenty-ſix heavy cannon, twenty 
ix-cighteen and nine-pounders were mounted at- 
Sullivan's iſland, on a fort conſtructed with pal. 
metto. This is a tree peculiar. to the ſouthern 
ſtates, which grows from twenty to forty: feet: 
high without branches, and then terminates in 
ſomething | reſembling the head of a cabbage. 
The wood of it is remarkably ſpongy. | A bullet 
entering it makes no extended fracture, but wt 
ries elf without injuring the parts _— {1 
7 uin 
oO the firſt of June 1776, been were re- 
ceived in Charleſton; that a fleet of forty, or fiſty 
lail were at anchor about ſix leagues/to the north. 
ward of Sullivan's ifland. The next day: the 
arm was fired, e e ſent to the officets 
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commanding the militia in the country, to repair, 
with the forces under their reſpective command, 
to the immediate defence of the capital. In a fey 
88 days after ſeveral hundreds of the troops from 
the Britiſh fleet were landed on Long-Hand, 
This is ſituated to the eaſtwatd of | Sullivan's 
iſland, and ſeparated from it by a creek. On the 
fourth of June thirty-ſix of the tranſports crofſed 
the bar, in front of Rebellion road, and anchored 
about three miles from Sullivan's and; ttyo of 
them ran aground in croſſing, one of which got 
| off, but the other went to pieces. On the toth 
1 of June the Briſtol, a fifty-gun ſhip, her guns 
i being previouſly taken out, got ſafely over. "About 
this time a proclamation was ſent 'aſhore, under 
the ſanction of a flag, in which the Britiſh gene. 
ral, ſir Henry Clinton, promiſed pardon © the 
inhabitants, in caſe of their laying down 'theit 
arms, and quietly ſubmitting to the re-eſtabliſ- 
ment of royal government. » This produced 
none of the effects expected from it. The mil. 
tia of the country very generally obeyed the ſum. 
mons of preſident Rutledge, and repaired in great 
numbers to Charleſton. The regular regiments 
of the adjacent northern ſtates, having been or- 
dered to the aſſiſtance of their ſouthern''neigh- 
bours, arrived at this critical juncture. The two 
continental general officers, Armſtrong and Hove, 
| came about the fame time. The whole were put 
| under the orders of major-general Lee, who Vas 


appointed to the immediate command of all the 
Eres forces 
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frees in the ſouthern ſtates, The great opinion 
which was every where entertained of the ability 
and experience of general Lee, added to the ſpirits 
of the troops and inhabitants. In a tew days the 
Americans, including the militia of the town and 
country, amounted. to five or fix thouſand, men. 
The firſt South-Carolina regular regiment, com- 
manded by colonel Gadſden, was ſtationed at 
fort Johnſon. This is ſituated about three miles 
from Charleſton, on the moſt northerly point of 
James iſland, and is within point blank ſhot, of 
the channel. The ſecond and third regular regi- 
ments of South-Carolina, commanded by colonels 
Moultrie and Thompſon, occupied the two extre- 
mities of Sullivan's ifland. The other forces had 
their poſts aſſigned them at Haddrell's point, 
James iſland, and along the bay in front of the 
town, The ſtreets near the water were in diffe- 
rent places ſtrongly barricaded. The ſtores on 
the wharves, though immenſely valuable, were 
pulled down, and lines of defence were continued 
along the water's edge. Domeſtick convenien- 
cies were exchanged for blankets and knapſacks; 
and hoes and ſpades were in the hands of. every 
Citizen, In a few days by their labour, in con- 
junction with a number of negroes ordered down 
from the country, ſuch obſtructions were thrown 
in the way as would have greatly embarraſſed the 
ojal army attempting to land in the town. 


GENERAL, Lee propoſed to preſident Rutledge 
to bind the militia by the formality of an oath. 


Thou gh 
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Though there was no law for this, yet fo great 
was the ardour of the people that only two of 
their number refuſcd. 


Ox the 25th the Experiment, a fifty- gun ſhip, 
arrived near the bar, and on the 26th, her 
being previouſly taken out, ſhe got ſafely over. 


Ox the 28th the fort on the iſland was briſkly 
attacked by the two fifty-gun ſhips, Briſtol and 
Experiment, four frigates, the Active, Aeon, 
Solebay, Syren, each of twenty-eight guns, the 
Sphynx of twenty guns, the Friendſhip armed 
veſſel of twenty-two guns, Ranger floop and 
Thunder-Bomb, each of eight guns. | Between 
ten and eleven o'clock in the forenoon the Thun- 
der-Bomb began to throw ſhells. The Active, 
Briſtol, Experiment and Solebay, came boldly 
on to the attack. A little before eleven o'clock 
the garriſon fired four or five ſhot at the Adive 
while under ſail. When ſhe came near the font 
ſhe dropped anchor, and poured in a/broadsſide; 
Her example was followed by the three other 
veſſels, and a moſt tremendous cannonade en- 
ſued. The Thunder-Bomb, after having thrown 
about ſixty ſhells, was ſo damaged as to be inca- 
pacitated from firing. Colonel Moultrie; with 
three hundred and forty-four regulars, and à feu 
volunteer militia, made a defence that would 
have done honour to experienced veterans 
The unanimous thanks of Congreſs were given 


to general Lee, and colonels Moultrie and Thom- 
ſon 
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on for their good conduct on this memorable 
day. In compliment to the commanding office 
the fort from that time was called Fort Moultrigi 
During the engagement the inhabitants ſtood 
with arms in their hands at their reſpectivt᷑ polts, 
prepared to receive the Britiſſi here. ever they 
might land. Impreſſed with high ideas of Bri- 
tiſh bravery, and diffident of the maiden courage 
of their o.n new troops, they were apprehenſive 
that the forts would either be ſilenced or:-paſieds 


tion. The various paſhons of the mind affumed 
alternate ſway, and marked their countenances: 
with anxious fears or cheerful hopes. Their te- 
fohution' was fixed to meet the invaders at the 
water's edge, and diſpute every inch of ground; 
truſting the event to Ar hw preferring 
n to ON Tay g Anti 
100 * 130 r A GHC $43 al Neo 
op nns (Maden was to have paſſed over toi 
Sullivan's iſland with the troops under his como 
mand on Long. Iſand; but the extreme dangers! 
to which he muſt unavoidably have expoſed bis 
men, induced him to decline the perilous attempt. 
Colonel Thomſon, with three hundred riflemeni 
at his regiment, colonel Clark, with two buns 
dred regulars of the North-Carolina line, colo- 
nel Harry, with: two hundred South - Carolina mi- 


win an eighteen-pounder, andia ſield- piece, were 
stoned at the eaſt) end of Sullivan's iſland, 
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it oppoſe their eroſſing; but no ſerious attempt to 
1 land on Sullivan's iſland was made, either from 
tit the fleet or by the detachment on Long-Iſlang, 
i The Sphynx, Acteon and Syren were ſent: round 
i to attack the weſtern extremity of the fort: This 
Wi was ſo unfiniſhed as to afford very imperfect cover 
"nl to the men at the guns in that part, and alſo ſo 
| fituated as to expoſe the men in the other parts of 
| the fort to a very dangerous croſs- fire.  Proi. 
106 dence on this occafion remarkably interpoſed: in 
Whit behalf of the garriſon, and faved them from 3 
"iy; fate that, in all probability, would otherwile haye 
been inevitable. About twelve o'clock, as the 
three laſt-mentioned ſhips were advancing; to at- 
tack. the weſtern wing of the fort, they all got 
entangled with a ſhoal called the Middle Ground; 
two of them ran foul of each other. The Aeon 
ftuck faſt. The Sphynx, before ſhe cleared 
'herfelf, loſt her bowſprit ; but the Syren got off 
without much injury. The ſhips, in front of the 
fort, kept up their fire till near ſeven o'clock in 
the evening without intermiſſion ; after that time 
it ſlackened. At half paſt nine the firing on both 
ſides ceaſed; and at eleven the ſhips ſlipped theit 
cables. Next morning all the men of war ex- 
cept the Acteon had retired about two miles from 
the iſland, The garriſon fired ſeveral ſhot at the 
Acteon; ſhe at firſt returned them, but ſoon alter 
the crew ſet her on fire, and abandoned het, 
|| leaving her colours flying, guns loaded, and al 
| her ammunition and ſtores. She was in a hott 
| time boarded by a party of Americans, com. 
9191 manded i 
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manded by captain Jacob Milligan, which brought 
off her colours, the ſhip's bell, and as many ſails 
and ſtores as three boats could contain. The Ame- 
ricans on board the AQteon, while flames were 
burſting out on all ſides, fired three of her guns 
zt the commodore, and then quitted her. In 
leſs than half an hour after their departure ſhe 
blew up. The Briſtol had forty men killed and 
ſeventy-one wounded. Captain Morris, who com- 
manded her, loſt his arm. Every man, who was 
ſtationed in the beginning of the action on her 
quarter deck, was either killed or wounded. 
The Experiment had twenty-three killed and 
ſeventy-fix wounded. Captain Scott, who com- 
manded her, loſt his arm. Lord William Camp- 
bell, the late governor of the province, who, as 
a volunteer, had expoſed himſelf in a poſt of 
danger, received a wound in his ſide, which ul- 
timately proved mortal. Commodore fir Peter 
Parker ſuffered a flight contuſion. The fire; of 
the fort was principally directed againſt the Briſ- 
tol and Experiment, and they ſuffered very much 
in their hulls, maſts and rigging. Not leſs than 
leventy balls went through the former. Ihe Ac- 
teon had licutenant Pike killed, and fix men 
wounded. The Solebay had eight men wounded. 
After ſome days the troops were all re-embarked, 
and the whole failed for New-York. 4 SY; 


Tu E loſs of the garriſon was ten men killed 
and twenty-two wounded, Lieutenants Hall and 


ic Gray 
4 See note xVI. 
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Gray were among the latter. Though there 
were many thouſand ſhot fired from the ſhipping, 
yet the works were little damaged: thoſe which 
ſtruck the fort were ineffectually buried in, its ſoft 
wood. Hardly a hut or tree on the iſland eſcaped, 


Warn the Britiſh. appeared off the coaſt, ther 
was ſo ſcanty a ſtock of lead, that, in order to 
ſupply. the muſquetry with bullets, it became ne- 
ceflary to ſtrip the windows of the dwellinghouſes 
in Charleſton of their weights. Powder was allo 
very ſcarce. The proportion allotted for the de- 
fence of the fort was but barely ſufficient for 
low firing. This was expended with great deli. 
beration. The officers in their turn pointed the 
guns with ſuch exactneſs that moſt of their ſhot 
took effect on the ſhipping. In the beginning oi 
the action the flag-ſtaff was ſhot away. Sergeant 
Jaſper of the grenadiers immediately jumped on 
the beach, took up the flag and faſtened it on a 
ſponge-ſtaff. With it in his hand he mounted 
the merlon, and, though the ſhips were directing 
their inceſſant broad-fides at the ſpot, he delibe- 
rately fixed it. The day after the action pteſ- 
dent Rutledge preſented ſergeant Jaſper: with/a 


ſword, as a mark of reſpect for his diſtinguiſhed 
ee Sergeant M. Donald. of captain Huger's 


company, was mortally wounded by a, caunon 
ball. He employed the ſhort interval, between 
his wound and his death, in exhorting bis com— 
rades to continue ſteady in the cauſe of libert) 
and their country. 

Tu!s 


(149) 


Tuis ill- conducted expedition contributed 
greatly to eſtabliſh the popular government which 
it was intended to overſet. The friends of Ameri- 
ca triumphed!” Unacquainted with the viciſſitudes 
of war, ſome of them began to flatter themſelves 
their work was done, and their liberties eſtabliſh- 
ed. In oppoſition to the bold aſſertions of ſome, 
and the deſponding fears of others, experience 
proved that America might effectually reſiſt a 
Britiſh fleet and army. The diffident grew bold 
in their country's cauſe, and looked forward to 
the completion of their wiſhes for its liberty and 
independence. The advocates for the omnipo- 
tence of the Britiſh navy confeſſed their miſtake. 
Thoſe who, from intereſted motives, had abet- 
ted the royal government, aſhamed of their op- 
poſition to the ſtruggles of an infant people, tor 
their deareſt rights, retired into obſcurity. Mr. 
Cunningham, and other leaders of the royaliſts, 
who, on the defeat and diſperſion of their party 
in the latter end of 1775, had been taken and 
committed to cloſe confinement, obtained their 
diſcharge ſoon after the departure of the Britiſh 
fleet. The ſtate wiſhed to conciliate them to the 
popular meaſures, and therefore, in this moment 
of triumph, received from them aſſurances of fide- 
lity to their country, and reſtored them to the 
rights and privileges of free citizens. 


Soox aſter the engagement, when the Britiſh 
troops were re-embarked for their departure, the 
tanſport ſhip Glaſgow, mounting ſix four pound- 
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ers, with fifty-ſix Highlanders on board, ran 
aground near Long: Iſland. Captain Pickering, 
Benjamin Waller, Cornelius Dervees, William 
Dervees and twenty-one ſeamen, all volunteers, 
came along ſide of her in a wood -· boat, on which 
were mounted one eighteen pounder and ſome 
ſmaller guns, and took the whole crew of th 
Glaſgow priſoners. After ſtripping her of eve 
thing that could be brought off, they ſet her on fire. 


Tax fort on Sullivan's iſland having proved i 
uſeful in repelling an invaſion, a ſcheme: was 


adopted for making it more ſerviceable at à fu 


ture time, by connecting the iſland with the main 
by a bridge acroſs an intervening body of water, 
three quarters of a mile wide and ten feet deep, 


Without this communication general Lee pro- 


nounced the fort on the ifland to be a ſlaughter 
pen. So great was the confidence of the ſtate 
in his judgment, that an uncommon anxiety oc- 
cupied the publick mind for the completion of 
this great undertaking. The indefatigable and 
perſevering general Gad ſden undertook what nu- 
ny thought impracticable, and accompliſhed-1t 
without charging one farthing for his ſervices 
The general aſſembly voted him their thanks. 
This, and the applauſe of his countrymen, wit 
the heart - felt ſatisfaction of promoting a cauſe to 
which his whole ſoul was devoted, was all the 
reward that diſtinguiſhed patriot received for the 
many publick ſervices he performed in ſecure 
the liberties and advancing the happineſs of his 
country. 
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CHAFLIER. SIXTH, 


Of the attempts on Eaft-Florida in 1776 and 1778, 
and of the expedition into the Cherokee country in 
1776. | 
IT would be happy for mankind if, among con- 
tending powers, the plundering of individuals 
was, by a general law of nations, reprobated. For 
want of this the honeſt and induſtrious, who have 
no ſhare in publick affairs, are frequently a prey 
to daring adventurers, who, under the ſanction 
of war, commit robberies for which, in times of 
peace, their lives would be forfeited. It would 
have been for the reciprocal advantage of Geor- 
gia, Eaſt-Florida, and South-Carolina, if the ad- 
vice of ſome moderate men in St. Auguſtine, on 
this ſubject, had been followed; but inſtead of 
purſuing the prudent line of conduct recommend- 
ed by them, a piratical war from that place, at 
a very early period of the conteſt, had commenced 
againſt Georgia and South-Carolina. Governor 
Tonyn, of Eaſt-Florida, had iſſued letters of 
marque before the Britiſh a& was paſſed for that 
purpoſe, although he had previouſly conſulted 
the King's attorney- general of the province, who 
gave his opinion that the governor was not in- 
veſted with ſuch a power. Beſides theſe pirati- 
cal acts at ſea, a predatory war by land had been 
waged under the ſame auſpices by a party con- 
liſting chiefly of fugitives from juſtice in the ad- 
Jong provinces... In reſentment, for theſe incur- 
ſions 
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ſions ſome individuals, from the ſtate of Georgia, 
had retaliated on the ſettlements in Eaſt-Florida; 
but nothing was done by proper authority till 
July 1776, when an invaſion of Eaſt-Florida was 
ſeriouſly projected, with the double view of ſe. 
curing Georgia and South-Carolina from the de. 
predations of their ſouthern neighbours z and of 
drawing the attention of the Britiſh from their 
northern conqueſts. This was attempted in the 
firſt inſtance by general Lee, ſoon after the re- 


pulſe of the Britiſh fleet on the 28th of June 


1776, with part of the force then collected at 
Charleſton. After they had proceeded as far as 
the river Ogeechee, in Georgia, the general re- 
ceived orders to rejoin the northern army, on 
which the expedition was abandoned. The Bri- 
tiſh- afterwards erected a fort at St. Mary's river, 
from which they frequently harafled the ſouthern 
parts of Georgia. To drive them from this polt 
became an additional motive for direQing the 
arms of the United States againſt Eaſt-Florida 
The invaſion of that province was therefore re. 
ſumed in 1778 by general Robert Howe. He 
had under his command the greateſt part of the 
South-Carolina regular troops, and was alſo joined 
by a conſiderable body of South-Carolina and 
Georgia militia, and had the co-operation of-fout 
gallics. Their rout lay through a country 6 
thoroughly barren that it did not produce a ſingle 
berry, nor was a bird to be ſeen. They proceed- 
ed as far as St. Mary's river without any oppo- 
ſition of conſequence from the enemy. A great 

mortality 
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mortality however among the ſoldiers induced a 
council of war to recommend a retreat. Before 
the army returned it ſuſtained a loſs of upwards 
of five hundred men. Though the object of the 
expedition was not fully obtained; yet the ſtates 
of South-Carolina and Georgia were, for that 
campaign, in a conſiderable degree ſaved from the 
depredations of their ſouthern neighbours. In 
the following years they ſuffered very much from 
the privateers fitted out at St. Auguſtine, and 
from the incurſions of a band of horſemen, under 
the denomination of the Florida Rangers. 


Tu E inhabitants of Eaſt and Weſt-Florida were 
not the only hoſtile neighbours of the ſouthern 
ſtates. The Cherokee and Creek Indian nations, 
who inhabit lands not far diſtant from the weſ- 
tern ſettlements of Carolina and Georgia, proved, 
in like manner, very troubleſome. On the firſt 
appearance of a rupture between Great-Britain 
and her colonies, the attention of both parties 
was engaged to ſecure their friendſhip. Many 
circumſtances had concurred to give them unfa- 
vourable impreſſions of the Americans. For ſe- 
veral years the management of them had been ex- 
cluſively committed to John Stuart, eſquire, an 
officer of the crown, and wholly devoted to the 
royal intereſt. This gentleman had been a pro- 
vincial officer, and was in fort Loudon about the 
year 1760 when it ſurrendered to the Cherokees. 
The maſſacre of that garrifon, the hardſhips he 
underwent in eſcaping only with life, and the dif- 
4 wp treſs 
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treſs of a numerous young family, touched the 
feelings of the aſſembly of South-Carolina. They 
gave him a preſent of fifteen hundred pounds cyr. 
rency, and recommended him, through the go- 
vernor, to the King's ſervice. In conſequence of 
this he was appointed ſuperintendent of Indian 
affairs: Great were the obligations he owed. to 
South-Carolina; but, being in the immediate ſer. 
vice of his Britannick majeſty, he conceived him. 
ſelf under ſuperior obligations to exert his influ- 
ence to attach the Indians to the royal intereſt, 
The ſtate of publick affairs in the colonies; fur- 
niſhed him with many plauſible arguments ſubſer- 
vient to this deſign. The non- importation agree- 
ment, adopted by the Americans, not only diſa- 
bled them from ſupplying the wants of the Indi- 
ans, but precluded the poſſibility of their recei- 
ing royal preſents. This interruption of the com- 
merce, uſual between the white inhabitants and 
their ſavage neighbours, gave Mr. Stuart an op- 
portunity of exaſperating the Indians againſt the 
friends of Congreſs. It was eaſy for him to per- 

ſuade them that the coloniſts had begun an un- 

provoked oppoſition to Great-Britain, and, to el. 

fect their purpoſes, had adopted reſolutions hich 
prevented the Indians from receiving their yearly 
ſupply of arms, ammunition and clothing... It 
might be plauſibly ſuggeſted to the uninformed 

ſavages, that, if their white neighboyrs ſhould fuc- 
ceed in oppoſing Great-Britain, they would pro- 


bably next aim at the extirpation of their red bre- 
thren. 
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Ix the years 1760 and 1761, a war with the 
Cherokee Indians had involved the inhabitants of 
South-Carolina in great diſtreſs. On that occa- 
ſion they courted the aid of the King's troops in 
America. In fifteen years after, when the peo- 
ple of the ſame country dared to reſiſt the parent 
ſtate, it was ſuppoſed, by the friends of royal go- 
vernment, that the horrors of an Indian war would 
once more bring the province to ſue for Britiſh 
protection. 


Tux above-mentioned Mr. John Stuart, very 
early in the conteſt, retired from South-Carolina 
to Weſt-Florida, and from that province employed 
his brother Henry Stuart, Mr. Cameron and 
others, to penetrate into the Indian country to 
the weſtward of Carolina. A plan was ſettled by 
him, in concert with the King's governors and 
other royal ſervants, to land a Britiſh army in 
Florida, and to proceed with it to the weſtern 
frontiers of the ſouthern ſtates, and there, in con- 
junction with the tories and Indians, to fall on 
the friends of the revolution, at the ſame time 
that a ay and army ſnould invade them on the 
ſea coaſt, * Moſes Kirkland, who has already 
been eee as a leader of the party for royal 
government in the back parts of South-Carolina, 
was confidentially employed by John Stuart, go- 
vernor Tonyn, and other royal ſervants, to the 
ſouthward, to concert with general Gage, the 
commander of the Britiſſi forces in Boſton, the 

neceſſary 
r See note xvII. 
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neceſſary means for accompliſhing the above - men. 
tioned ſcheme. The whole plan was fully de. 
tected by the providential capture of the veſſel 
which was conveying Kirkland to Boſton. The 
letters found in his poſſeſſion were publiſhed by 
the order of Congreſs, and produced conviction 
in the minds of the Americans, that the Britiſh 
adminiſtration, in order to effect their ſchemes, 
had employed ſavages, who indiſcriminately mur- 
der men, women and children, to commence 
hoſtilities on their weſtern brethren. Though the 
diſcovery of the Britiſh deſigns, and the capture: 


of Kirkland, who was to have had an active ſhare 


in the execution of them, in a great degree fruſ- 
trated the views of the royal ſervants; yet ſo 
much was carried into effect, that the Cherokee 
Indians began their maſſacres at the very time-the 
Britiſh fleet attacked the fort on Sullivan's iſland. 


Tux Americans very early paid attention to 


their ſavage neighbours. They appointed com- 
miſſioners to explain to them the grounds of the 
diſpute between Great-Britain and her colonies, 


and to cultivate with them a friendly correſpon- 


dence. As far as they poſſibly could, they ſup- 
plied their wants. They endeavoured to perſuade 
the Indians that the quarrel was by no means 
relative to them, and that therefore they ſhould 


take part with neither ſide. Theſe moderate pro- 


poſitions were over-ruled by the ſuperior inſſuence 
of the royal ſuperintendent, who had: their pre- 
vious confidence, and more ample means of 20. 

miniſtering 


1 


miniſtering to their neceſſities. An Indian war 
commenced, and was carried on with its uſual 


el barbarity. The ſpeedy departure of the Britiſh 
he fleet from the ſea coaſt, after their unſucceſsful 
dy. attack of the fort on Sullivan's iſland, gave an 
on opportunity to concentre the whole force of the 
a WH fate for the due chaſtiſement of the ſavage inva- 
-Y ders. Though the Britiſh plan of a co-operation 

with the tories and Indians was for the preſent 


fruſtrated, yet the probability that it would again 
be reſumed, determined the popular leaders to 
make a vigorous expedition into the country of 
the Cherokees, that they in future might be de- 


miniſtration. A conjunct attack on their ſettle- 


ment of South-Carolina to command their forces 


on this occaſion. - The ſixth regular regiment, 
om- part of the third, and a large body of militia, were 
the but under his command. About the ſame time, 
nes, and on the ſame buſineſs, general Rutherford, 
on- with upwards of nineteen hundred men, from the 
ſup⸗· ltate of North-Carolina, croſſed the mountains. 
nad ln their paſſage through the Indian country the 
eans forces, under the command of colonel William- 
ould lon, were two or three times briſkly attacked, but 
pro- chey finally repulſed the aſſailing ſavages. The 
ence Americans on this occaſion traverſed their whole 
pre- country, and laid waſte their fields of corn.— 


obliged, 


terred from acting in concert with the Britiſh ad- 
ments over the mountains was agreed upon by 


the ſouthern ſtates. Colonel Williamſon, of the 
diſtrict of Ninety-ſix, was choſen by the govern- 


above five hundred of the Cherokees were 
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obliged, by their diſtreſs for want of proviſions, 
to take refuge with John Stuart in Weſt-Florida, 
where they were fed at the expence of the Bri 


tiſh government. The Indian ſettlements to the 
northward were at the fame time invaded by ; 
party of Virginia militia, commanded by colone| 
Chriſtie, and to the ſouthward by the Georgi; 
militia, commanded by colonel Jack. Diſmal 
was the wilderneſs through which the American; 
had to paſs. Many were the dangers to which 
they were expoſed from dark thickets and rugged 
paths. They were frequently obliged: to pak 
through narrow defiles, in which ſmall partie 
might haraſs the braveſt and moſt numerous atmy 
in the world. They had to croſs rivers, fordable 
only at one place, and overlooked by high banks, 
from which an enemy might attack with advat- 
tage, and retreat with ſafety. They could have 
no accommodations but a few plain neceflaries 
carried on pack-horſes. They, for the moſt par, 
ſlept in the open air, and experienced all the in- 


conveniencies of a ſavage life. 


Taz unfortunate miſled Indians, finding them- 
ſelves attacked on all ſides, ſued in the moſt ſub- 
miſſive terms for peace. A treaty between them 


and the ſtate took place, at which commiſinoners 


from Georgia attended, who concurred in and 
fined the articles of pacification. By this treat 
the Indians ceded a conſiderable part of thei! 


land to the ſtate of South-Carolina- To 
' preſerve 


5 See note XVII. t Sec note X1X 
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preſerve peace and good order a fort, called Fort 
Rutledge, was erected at Seneca, and garriſoned 
by two independent companies. A friendly in- 
tercourſe between the ſavages and white inhabi- 
tants took place. Agriculture flouriſhed, and 


every thing remained quiet till the year 1780. 


Noxk of all the expeditions before undertaken 
againſt the ſavages had been ſo ſucceſsful as this 
firſt effort of the new-born commonwealth. In 
les than three months, viz. from the 15th of 
July to the 11th of October 1776 the buſineſs 
was completed, and the nation of the Cherokees 
ſo far ſubdued as to be incapable of annoying 
the ſettlements. The whole loſs of the Ameri- 
cans in the expedition did not exceed fifty men, 


but in this number was that worthy citizen Mr. 
Francis Salvador. 


From the double ſucceſs of this campaign, in 
repelling the Britiſh and conquering the ſavages, 
the people of South-Carolina began to be more 
and more convinced that the leading: ſtrings of 
the mother-country. were leſs neceflary than in 
the days of their infancy. Through the whole 
ot this year, though the arms of the Britiſh were 
ſucceſsful to the northward, their intereſt. to the 
louthward declined. Every plan, for their aQting 
in concert with the tories and Indians, proved 
abortive, Hard would it have been for the Whigs 
ot South-Carolina to have oppoſed ſo formidable 
à combination, could the friends of Britain have 

If ſucceeded 


= 


ſucceeded in their ſcheme of acting at one and the 
ſame time : but, through the kindneſs of Heaven, 
the favourers of the revolution had the opportu- 
nity of attacking them ſeparately, and of ſueceſ. 
ſively pouring their whole force, and alfo that of 
a conſiderable aid from their neighbours, on the 
tories, the Britiſh, and the Indians. The firſt, 
from their premature inſurreQion, were cruſhed 
before their Britiſh friends arrived. The ht 
were abandoned to the reſentments of the ſtate, 
by the royal fleet and army precipitately leaving 
the coaſt, and under the ſmiles of Heaven, all 
three were vanquiſhed by the infant American 
republicks. The means adopted by the Britiſh 
to cruſh the friends of the Congreſs were provi- 
dentially over-ruled, ſo as to produce the contrary 
effect. Their exciting Indians to maſſacre the 
defenceleſs frontier ſettlers increaſed the unanimi- 
ty of the inhabitants, and invigorated their oppo- 
ſition to Great-Britain. Several who called them- 
ſelves tories in 1775 became active whigs in 1776, 
and cheerfully took up arms in the firſt inſtance 
againſt Indians, and in the ſecond againſt Great. 
Britain, as the inſtigator of their barbarous de- 
vaſtations. Before this event ſome well-meaning 
people could not ſee the juſtice or propriety of 
contending with their formerly protecting parent- 
ſtate ; but Indian cruelties, excited by royal arti- 
fices, ſoon extinguiſhed all their predilection fot 


the country of their forefathers. 


Trx expedition into the Cherokee ſettlements 
diffuſcd 
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diffuſed military ideas, and a ſpirit of enterprize 
among the inhabitants. It taught them the neceſ- 
fary arts of providing for an army, and gave them 
experience in the buſineſs of war. The new ar- 
rangements, civil and military, were followed 
with that energy and vigour which is acquired 
by an individual or a collectiye body of people 
acting from the impulſe of their own minds. 
From cauſes like theſe, we ſhall find, in the courſe 
of this hiſtory, . the peaceable inhabitants of a 
whole ſtate transformed from planters, merchants 
and mechanicks, into an active diſciplined mili- 


tary body, and A well- regulated ſelf· governed 
community. 


CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER SEVENTH. 


Of independence, the alliance with France, the con. 
federation, and the ſtate of publick, affairs. in 
South. Carolina prior to the reduction of 

nah in December 1778. is 


'OTWITHSTANDING the nominal ex- 
iſtence of royal authority in South-Carolina, 
an independent government had a virtual opera- 
tion from the 6th of July 1774. This was at firſt 
by conventions, committees and congreſſes, whoſe 
reſolutions had the fulleſt force of law, on a peo- 
ple who thought that their liberties were  endan; | 
gered, and that their only ſafety conſiſted, in 
union. It was afterwards reduced into., a more 
regular form in March 1776; but all theſe inſti- 
tutions were temporary, and looked forward to 
an accommodation with Great-Britain. The act 
of final ſeparation from the mother-country.could 
not be the work of any one ſtate. Every thing 
of that magnitude was referred to the continental 
Congreſs, to whoſe general ſuperintendance the 
individual colonies had voluntarily . ſubmitted, 
That auguſt aſſembly, at their firſt meeting in 
1774, petitioned the King, and addreſſed the peo- 
ple, of Great-Britain, for a redreſs of their griev- 
ances. / In the year 1775 they renewed; their ſup: 
plications to their ſovereign, in which they. prayed 
that his majeſty would be pleaſed: to direct ſome 
mode by which the united application of his 


' 
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faithful coloniſts to the throne, in preſence of 
« their common councils, might be improved into 
© a happy and permanent reconciliation ; and that, 
ein the mean-time, meaſures might be taken for 
preventing the farther deſtruction of his ma- 
jeſty's ſubjeQs.” * They alſo a ſecond time ad- 
dreſſed the people of Great.- Britain, in which they 
apprized them of their fixed reſolution to defend 
their liberties, but at the ſame time diſclaimgd 
every wiſh of independence, or any thing more 
than the ſecure enjoyment of their aneient- rights 
and privileges. * They aſked for peace, but the 
ſword was tendered—for liberty, but nothing 
ſhort of - unconditional ſubmiſſion was offered. 
Their petitions received no anſwer. And all the 
inhabitants of the colonies were, by an act of pars 
lament paſſed December 21, 1775, thrown out 
of the King's protection. This was a legal diſ- 
charge from their allegiance to the King of Great- 
Britain, and placed the colonies in a ſtate of na- 
ture, at full liberty to provide for their own ſafe- 
| ty, by entering into any new ſocial compact which 
they approved. Though the refuſal of protection 
was a legal juſtification of their conduct in with- 
holding allegiance, yet independence was untried 
ground, and could not at once gain the plenary 
approbation of colonies which had long flouriſhed 
under royal protection. The minds of the inha. 
bitants were overcaſt with fears, and toſſed in a 
tumult of uncertainty. Their reſolution was fixed 
never to ſubmit to the claims: of the Britiſh, par- 

Line I 33909 f e liament, 
See note XX. * See note xxl. 
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liament, but how to extricate themſelves From 


ſurrounding difficulties was a queſtion that embar. 
raſſed their wiſeſt politicians. While they were 


in this ſtate of feveriſh anxiety, a pamphlet, un- 


der the ſignature of Common Senſe, ritten by 
Mr. Thomas Paine, made its appeatanbel 
proved the neceſſity, the advantages, and pradi. 
cability of independence. It ſatisfied a gteat 
majority of the people that it was their tłut inte. 
reſt immediately to cut the Gordian knot which 
bound the American colonies to Great- Britain 
and to open their commerce, as an indep 
people, to all the nations of the world. N 
could be better timed than this performance 1 
found the coloniſts greatly exaſperated againſt 
the mother- country, moſt thoroughly alatmedfor 
their liberties; and diſpoſed to do and; ſuffer every 
thing that bid faireſt for their eſtabliſhment. In 
- uniſon with the feelings and ſentiments of the 
people, it produced moſt aſtoniſfing effects. It 
was read by almoſt every American, and, in con- 
junction with the cruel policy of Great-Britain, 
was, by the direction of Providence, inſtrumental 
in effecting an unexampled unanimity in favour 
of independence. The deciſive genius of Chri- 
ſtopher Gadſden in the ſouth, and of John Adams 
in the north, at a much earlier day, might have 
deſired the complete ſeparation of America from 
Great- Britain but till the year 1776 the rejec- 
tion of the ſecond petition. of Congreſs nd the 
appearance, of Mr. Paine's pamphlet a reconct 
liation with the mother- country was the unani 
mous wiſh of almoſt every other American. 


— AA. © AM , . DTS. 


— 


S — 


mi- 


8 


BEFORE the Congreſs ventured on the impors 
tant ſtep of changing the ſovertiguty of the co- 
lonies; tlley ſen forth a reſolution, on the 1 5th 
of May 1h, recommending to all of them to 
inſtitute forms of government.“ This was in- 
tended to aſcertain the ſenſe of the inhabitants 
on the important queſtĩon of independence In 
adopting this meaſure Congreſs; inſtead of lending, 
only followed the voice of the people. Soutlr- 
Carolina had for near two months been in poſſef- 


fon of a regular government. Other ſtates were 


engaged in framing their conſtitutions, and in- 
ſtructions were ſoon given hy almoſt alli the thir- 
teen colonies to their deputies in Congreſs to 
concur in formally renouncing the ſovereignty of 
Grtat-Britain. Independence was finally decided 
on in Congreſs, and declared in Philadelphia, on 
20 eg or July 1776, in the —— words : 
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A declaration by the repreſentatives mY the United 
rats States of America, in "Congreſs aſſembled." wy 


OE GH I Nh 
„Wett in the bomb df tara! 3 it 
becomes nocelfary for one people to diſſolbe the 
political bands which have connected them with 
another, and to aſſume, among the powers of 
the earth, the ſeparate and equal ſtation te 
which the laws of nature and of nature's G65 
* entitle Logan the a decent reſpe c to the opinions 
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liament, but how to extricate themſelves from 
ſurrounding difficulties was a queſtion that embar. 
raſſed their wiſeſt politicians. While they were 
in this ſtate of feveriſh anxiety, a pamphlet, un- 
der the ſignature of Common Senſe; written by 
Mr. Thomas Paine, made its appeatanbel l 
proved the neceſſity, the advantages, and pradi. 
cability of independence. It ſatisfied a gteat 
majority of the people that it was their true inte. 
reſt immediately to cut the Gordian knot which 
bound the American colonies to Great- Britain 
and to open their commerce, as an independent 
people, to all the nations of the world. Notlung 
could be better timed than this performance. I 
found the coloniſts greatly exaſperated againſt 
the mother- country, moſt thoroughly alatmedfor 
their liberties; and diſpoſed to do and: ſuffer every 
thing that bid faireſt for their eſtabliſhment. -In 
uniſon with the feelings and ſentiments of the 
people, it produced moſt aſtoniſhing effects. It 
was read by almoſt every American, and, in con- 
junction with the cruel policy of Great-Britain, 
was, by the direction of Providence, inſtrumental 
in effecting an unexampled unanimity in favour 
of independence. The decifive genius of Chri- 
ſtopher Gadſden in the ſouth, and of John Adams 
in the north, at a much earlier, day, might have 
deſired the complete ſeparation of America from 
Great-Britain—but till the year 1776 the rejec- 
tion of the ſecond petition, of Congreſs and the 
appearance, of Mr. Painc's pamphlet a reconct- 
liation with the mother-country was the unani 


mous wiſh of almoſt every other American. 
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BErokE the Congreſs ventured on the impor« 
tant ſtep of changing the ſovereignty of the co. 
lonies, they ſent forth a reſolution, on the 1 5th 
of May 1756, recommending to all of them to 
inſtitute forms of government.“ This was in- 
tended to afcertaim the ſenſe of the inhabitants 
on the important queſtion of independence In 
adopting this meaſure Congreſs, inſtead of leading, 
only followed the voice” of the people. /:Southr- 
Carolina had for near two months been in poſſef- 
hon of a regular government. Other ſtates were 
engaged in framing their conſtitutions, and in- 
ſtructions were ſoon given hy almoſt all the thir- 
teen colonies to their deputies in Congreſs to 
concur in formally renouncing the ſovereignty of 
Great-Britain. Independence was finally decided 
on in Congreſs, and declared in Philadelphia, on 
* ag of July 1776, in the nn words: 
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A declaration by the repreſentatives " the United 
tg States of America, in Congreſs aſſembled. 
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þ ededbune nocefary for one people to diffolve the 
political bands which have connected them with 


* Mother, and to aſſume, among the powers of 


* the: earth, the Heparate and equal ſtation te 
vhich the laws of nature and of natures G05 


entitle themg a decent wechsle the opinions 
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6 
© of mankind requires that they ſhould declare 


the men 1 3 them to hay ſeparation, * of 
anleger 6 of 
We hold theſe: teitths: to be cike dese ne fin 
all. men are created equal; that they are cn. « ty1 
« dowed by their Creator with certain unalienable * fad 
rights; that among theſe are. life, liberty, and | 
the purſuit of happineſs. That, to ſecure theſe 6 
© rights, governments are inſtituted among men, * wh 
« deriving their juſt powers from the conſent of 
the governed; that whenever any form of go- £1 
* yernment becomes deſtructive of theſe ends, it * of 
is the right of the people to alter or to aboliſt ſuſſ 
„it, and to inſtitute new government, laying its be 
foundation on ſuch principles, and organizing * tte 
© its powers in ſuch form, as to them ſhall ſeem 
moſt likely to effect their ſafety andhappimeſs, 1 
Prudence, indeed, will dictate that governments * com 
long eſtabliſhed ſhould not be changed for light * thoſ 
and tranfient cauſes ; and accordingly all expe- * ſent 
© rience hath ſhewn, that mankind are more diſ- to tl 
© poſed to ſuffer, while evils are ſufferable, than 
© to right themſelves by aboliſhing the forms to * 
« which they are accuſtomed. But when a long plac 
train of abuſes and uſurpations, purſuing im- "the 
* riably the ſame object, evinces a deſign to re. . 
Wit 


© duce them under abſolute deſpotiſm; it is theit 
© right, it is their duty, to throw off ſuch go- 
« yernment, and to provide new guards for their n 
future ſecurity. Such has been the patient ful 
ferance of theſe colonies ; and ſueh is now the 


© neceſſity which conſtrains then to alter their 
| c former 
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« former ſyſtems of government. The hiſtory 
« of the, preſent+King, of Great«Britain is a hiſtory 
« of repeated injuries and uſurpations, all having 
in direct object the eſtabliſhment. of an abſolute 
« tyranny over theſe ſtates. To prove this, let 
facts be nee to a candid world. 

6 Hs hon refaſed his font to — the oY 
© wholeſome arid neceflary for the tt He. 


Hs has forbidden his governors to paſs. lows 
of immediate and preſſing importance, unleſs 
© ſuſpended in their operation till his aſſent ſhould 


© be obtained; and when ſo ſuſpended he has 
* utterly neglected to attend to them. 50 


© He has refuſed to paſs other laws for the ac- 
* commodation of large diſtricts of people, unleſs 
' thoſe people would relinquiſh the right of repre. 
' {entation in the legiſlature, a right ineſtimable 
to them, and formidable to tyrants only. 


HE has called nadie legillative: bodies at 
places unuſual, uncomfortable, and diſtant from 
the depoſitory of their publick records, for the 
ſole purpoſe of fatiguing them into ve ner 
with his meaſures. 


HE has diſſolved repreſentative houſes repeat- 
'edly, for oppoſing, with manly firmneſs, his in- 
vaſions on the * of SO es F 


7 THE 
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* He has refuſed, for a long time after ſuch 
« difſolutions, to cauſe others to be elected; 
whereby the legiſlative powers, incapable of an- 
< nihilation,, have returned to the people at large 
for their exerciſe; the, ſtate. rcmaiming in, the 
mean: time expoſed to all the danger; gl W 
£ from without, and mae, ids, | 
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HE has around to — the popula-. 
tion of theſe ſtates ; for that purpoſe obſtruci- 
„ing the laws for naturalization of forgigners; 
« refuſing to paſs others to encourage their gugra- 
* tions hither, and raiſing the SOS aber 
N nee of lands. - hlnoy © 

A — 10 

8 Hz has obſtructed ha ade mitral of,qul- 
{ tice, by refuſing his aſſent tolaws We ee 

ern e % 46 ieee 
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© He i made #5 derade on bis vil 
alone, ſor the tenure of their offices, ani the 
* amount ww" TOTO of their ſalaries. 1: 

ee {113 41 ade n 
bs He hay erected a multitude: of new. offices. 
and ſent hither ſwarms of officers to haraſs our 


erke 


people, and eat out their ſubſtan ce. 
{63 4011 * 


* HE has kept among us, in . peace, 
* ſtanding armies; without the e 
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6 Hi has affected to render the "military 
independent 
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independent of, and ſuperior to, the civil 
power. 22 


„1 N 


HE has (commited with others to ſubject us to 
Ga juriſdiction foreign to our conſtitution, and 
« ynacknowledged by our laws; giving bis aſſent 
to their acts of pretended legiſlation ; 

For quartering large bodies of d mer 
azmong us: 

For protecting them; by a l trial, from 
{puniſhment for any murders which they ſhould 
commit on the inhabitants of theſe ſtates : 

For cutting off our trade with all mow of the 
Nerf 

For impoling taxes on us ee our con- 
(ſent: 

For depriving us, in many caſes, of che bene- 
fits of trial by jury: 

For tranſporting us beyond ſeas to be tried 
for pretended offences: 


* For aboliſhing the free ſyſtem of Engliſh laws 
in a neighbouring province, eſtabliſhing therein 


an arbitrary government, and enlarging its boun- 
' daries,. ſo as to render it at once an example 
and fit inſtrument for introducing the ſame 
abſolute rule into theſe colonies : 
„For taking away our charters, aboliſhing our 


moſt valuable laws, and altering fundamentally 
the forms of our governments 


* For ſuſpending our own enim and 
' declaring themſelves inveſted with power to 


' legiſlate for us in all caſes whatſoever. 
T 


HE 
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H has abdicated government here, by de. 
« claring us out of his protection, and waging 
war againſt us. : 


| | | | ; f? 5 * 
Hs has plundered our ſeas, ravaged our.coaſts, 
* burnt our, towns, and deſtroyed the lives of our 
people. 


HE is, at this time, tranſporting large armies 
© of foreign mercenaries to complete the works of 
death, deſolation and tyranny, already begun 
«* with circumſtances of cruelty and perfidy, ſcarce, 
ly parallelled in the moſt barbarous ages, and 
totally unworthy the head of a civilized nation, 


HE has conſtrained our fellow-citizens, taken 
* captive on the high ſeas, to bear arms againſt 
* their country, to become the executioners of 
their friends and brethren, or to fall themſelves 
by their hands. SY: 


HE has excited domeſtick infurreQtions 2. 
* mongſt us, and has endeavoured. to bring on 
« the inhabitants of our frontiers the mercilcls 
Indian ſavages, whoſe known rule of , wartare 
© is an undiſtinguiſhed deſtruction of all ages, 
* ſexes and conditions. | 


© In every ſtage of theſe oppreſſions we haye 
* petitioned for redreſs in the moſt humble terms: 
our repeated petitions have been anſwered only 


* by repeated injury. A Prince, whoſe CART 
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tis thus marked by every act which may define 
ea tyrant, is unfit to be the ruler of a free people. 


© Nox have we been wanting in attention to 
© our Britiſh brethren. We have warned them 
«from time to time of attempts made by their 
legiſlature to extend an unwarrantable juriſdic- 
© tion over us. We have reminded them of the 
© circumſtances of our emigration and ſettlement 
there, We have appealed to their native juſtice 
© and magnanimity, and we have conjured them, 
by the ties of our common Kindred, to diſavow 
theſe uſurpations, which would inevitably inter- 
* rupt our connections and correſpondence. They 
too have been deaf to the voice of juſtice and of 
* conſanguinity. We muſt, therefore, acquieſce 
in the neceſſity, which denounces our ſeparation, 
and hold them, as we hold the reſt of mankind, 
' enemies in war, in peace friends. 


We, therefore, the repreſentatives of the 

* United States of America, in general Congreſs 
"aſſembled, appealing to the Supreme Judge of 
the world for the rectitude of our intentions, do, 
in the name and by the authority of the good 
people of theſe colonies, ſolemnly publiſh and 
declare, That theſe United Colonies are, and of 
"Tight ought to be, REE and INDEPENDENT 
' STATES; that they are abſolved from all alle- 
: giance to the Britiſh crown; and that all political 
connection between them and the ſtate of Great- 
Britain is and ought to be totally diffolved ; and 
© that 
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that as free and independent ſtates, they have 
full power to levy war, conclude peace, con. 
© tra& alliances, eſtabliſh commerce, and to do all 
© other ads and things which independent ſtates 
© may of right do. And for the ſupport of thi 
declaration, with a firm reliance on the protec. 
tion of Divine Providence, we mutually pledge 
to each other our lives, our fortunes, and our 
« ſacred honour. 


JOHN HANCOCK. 


| Joſiah Bartlett, 
© NEw-HAMPSHIRE, William Whipple, 
Matthew Thornton. 
Samuel Adams, 
John Adams, 
| Robert-Treat Paine, 
{ Elbridge Gerry. 
Stephen Hopkins, 
William Ellery, 
Roger Sherman, 
4 Samuel Huntington, 
William Williams, 
[ Oliver Wolcott- 
| William 2 
. o Philip Livingſton, 
2110 7 7160); ? 5 Lewis, 
LLewis Morris. 


* Mas8ACHUSETTS-Bar, 3 
© Ryopx-IsLAND, &c. 


© ConNECTICUT, 


NEw-IrxsEI 


| > 36 J0}- JULI ILL 
NEw-IERSEVYV, 


nb 


© PENNSYLVANIA, 


. | | 
* DZLAWARE, 


C MARYLAND, 


JN; 


* VIRGINIA, 


( 


TT | 
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NokrTH-CAROL INA, 
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Richard Stockton, 
John Witherſpoon, 
Francis Hopkinſon, 
John Hart, 
Abraham Clark. 

| Robert Morris, 5 
Benjamin Ruſh, 

Benjamin Franklin, 

John Morton, 


4 George Clymer, 


James Smith, 
George Taylor, 
James Wilſon, _ 
(George Roſs. 


Ceſar Rodney, 
George Read. 


[Samuel Chaſe, 

0 William Paca, 

Thomas Stone, 

(Charles Carroll, of 
Carrollton. 


f George Wythe, 
Richard-Henry. Lee, 
Thomas Jefterſon, 
Benjamin Harriſon, 
Thomas Nelſon, jun. 
Fran. Lightfoot Lee, 
(Carter Braxton. 


Gare Hooper, 


X 


Joſeph Hewes, 
John Penn. 


© SOUTH-CAROLINA, 


14 
| 
| 
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Edward Rutledge, 

* SouTH-CAROLINA, 4 Thomas Leuk, jun. 
n 


Button Gwinnett, 
© GrorGta, Lyman Hall, 


George Walton.” 


From this moment every thing aſſumed a new 
appearance. The Americans no longer appeared 
in the character of ſubjeQs in arms againſt their 
ſovereign, but as an independent people, repelling 
the attacks of an invading foe. The propoſitions 
and ſupplications for reconciliation were done 
away. The diſpute was brought to a ſingle point, 
whether the late Britiſh colonies ſhould be con- 
quered, enſlaved provinces, or free and indepen- 
dent ſtates. This deciſive meaſure was adopted 
without aſſurances of aid from any foreign power, 
and in' the face of a Britiſh force of fifty thou- 
ſand men, and at a time when Congreſs had no 
regular forces, but about twenty-five thouſand 
which had' been enliſted only for a few months 
without any view to independence. In a few 
days after it was received in Charleſton, and pro- 
claimed in the moſt ſolemn manner to the troops 
under arms. This was followed with the firing 
of guns, ringing of bells, acclamations of the 
people, and all the uſual parade of a publick r re- 
joicing. The declaration of independence at- 
rived in Charleſton at a moſt favourable juncture. 


It tound the people of South-Carolina exaſperated 
| again 
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againſt Great-Britain for her late hoſtile attack, 
and elevated with their ſucceſsful defence of Fort 
Moultrie. It was welcomed by a great majority 
of the inhabitants. In private it is probable that 
ſome condemned the meaſure, as raſhly adventu- 
rous beyond, the ability of the ſtate ; but theſe 
private murmurs never produced to the publick 
car a ſingle expreſſion of diſapprobation. 


Wu x preſident Rutledge officially tranſmitted 
to the legiſlature of the ſtate the a& of Congrels 
on the ſubje& of independence, it was received 
with tranſports of joy by the legiſlative-council 


and general aſſembly. The former expreſſed their 
{entiments in the following words: 


*Txx declaration of the continental Congreſs 
that the United Colonies are, and of right 
* ought to be, free and independent ſtates ; that 
* they are abſolved from all allegiance to the Bri- 
*tiſh crown; and that all political connection be- 
* tween them and the ſtate of Great-Britain is 
* and ought to be totally diſſolved ; calls forth all 
our attention, It is an event which neceſſity 
* had rendered not only juſtifiable, but abſolutely 
* unavoidable, It is a decree now worthy of 
* America, We thankfully receive the notifica- 
tion of, and rejoice at it; and we are determined 
* at every hazard to endeavour to maintain it, 
* that ſo, after we have departed, our children 


and their lateſt poſterity may have cauſe to bleſs 
* our memory.” 


TuE 


„ 


Tae general aſſembly expreſſed their approba. 
tion in the following addreſs : 


© IT is with the moſt unſpeakable pleaſure we 
- © embrace this opportunity of expreſſing our joy 
and ſatisfaction in the declaration of the conti. 
_ © nental Congreſs, declaring the United Colonies 
free and independent ſtates, abſolved from al. 
© legiance to the Britiſh crown, and totally dil- 
« ſolving all political union between them and 
«< Great-Britain—an event unſought for, and now 
© produced by unavoidable neceſſity, and which 
| © every friend to juſtice and humanity muſt not 
© only hold juſtifiable as the natural effect of un- 
© merited perſecution, but equally rejoice in, as 
the only effectual ſecurity againſt injuries and 
« opprefſions, and the moſt promiſing ſource of 
« future liberty and ſafety.” | 25 


AFTER the termination of the unſucceſsful at- 
tack on the fort on Sullivan's iſland in June 1776, 
the Britiſh arms were for more than two years 
wholly employed to the northward. During tis 
period South-Carolina felt very few of the incon- 
veniencies which were then grinding their bre- 
thren to the northward, They were in poſſeſßon 
of a lucrative commerce, and comparatively hap- 
py. In the year 1777 and 1778 Charleſton as 
the mart for ſupplying with goods moſt of the 
ſtates to the ſouthward of New-Jerfey. Man) 
hundred waggons were employed in this inland 
| traffick. 
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trafſick. At no period of peace were fortunes 


more eaſily or more rapidly acquired. 


WuaiLE Congreſs vigorouſſy oppoſed Great- 
Britain from their own - reſources, they did not 
negle& the important buſineſs of negotiation, 
The friendſhip. of foreign powers, particularly of 
the ancient and powerful monarchy of France, 


| was, from the declaration of independence, ear- 


nelly deſired by the new - forme ſtates of Ame- 
rica. Thoſe who write the general hiſtory of Ame- 
rican affairs, will enter into a detail of the cirgum- 
ſtances which, for ſome time, delayed the ratifi- 
cation of a treaty that was early propoſed between 
the Congreſs and bis moſt chriſtian majeſty. In 
this partial view of the revolution ſuffice it to ſay, 
that the commiſſioners of the United States could 
not have addreſſed themſelves to the court of 
France in more favourable circumſtances. 'The 
throne was filled by a prince in the flower of his 
age, animated with a deſire of rendering his 
reign illuſtrious. The means employed for this 
purpoſe. by his moſt, chriſtian majeſty, were virtue, 
juſtice and firmpeſs, tempered with moderation. 
The Count de Nergannen, the faithful ſervant 


of this Monarch, had grown old in political 


knowledge, and was well ſatisfied that con- 
queſts are neither the ſhorteſt nor the ſureſt way 
to true greatneſs, —That. if monarchs deſired to 


Sgrandize their reigns, or to render themſclves 


the arbiters of ſurrounding nations, they muſt 
kereiſe moderation, and ſhew themſelves the pa- 
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trons of the weak and the oppreſſed, without 
taking any advantage of their humble ſituation; 
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Und pER the influence of theſe principles, on 
the 6th of February 1778, his moſt chriſtian 
majeſty Louis the Sixteenth entered into tretjes 
of amity and commerce and of alliance with the 
American commiſſioners at Paris, on the footing of 
the moſt perfect equality and reciprocity. By the 
latter of theſe that illuſtrious monarch became the 
guarantee of the ſovereignty and independence 
of the thirteen United States of North-America. 
Such a powerful Ally, added to the natural 
force of America, alarmed the fears of Great 
Britain, and induced her to make an effort in the 
way of negotiation to recover her late colonies, 
Governor Johnſtone, Lord Carliſle and Mr. Eden, 
were appointed commiſſioners on the ''part of 
Great-Britain, to come to America, and to' offer 
Congreſs a relinquiſhment of the parliamentary 
exerciſe of taxation, and to confirm them in 
every immunity conſiſtent with an union of force.” 
So expeditious was the court of Great-Britain 
in propoſing theſe overtures, that the bills con- 
taining them were read in Congreſs eleven days 
prior to any information received by that body 
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of the alliance with France being ſigned, A fim 
determination, under no change of fortune what- 
ever to recede from their declaration of independ- 
ence, prompted Congreſs in the firſt inſtance !0 
reject the propoſals of a xEvUNioN with Great 

Britain: 


* See note XXIII. See note xxlv. 
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Britain. * After their connection with France was 
known, gratitude and national faith were addi- 
tional incentives to continue in the ſame line of 


conduct. 


WHEN the alliance with France was announced 
in South-Carolina, it diffuſed a general joy. It 
not only gave confidence to all in the final eſta- 
bliſmment of their independence, but reconciled 
them to the calamities of war. They viewed 
their misfortunes only as temporary, and looked 
forward to a ſpeedy peace, when all their wiſhes 
in favour of their country would be realized. 
The conduct of Congreſs, in inſtantly rejecting the 
offers of the commiſſioners, was in all companies 
applauded, Their propoſals were conſidered as an 
inſult offered to the United States. The ſecond 
petition of Congreſs had not aſked ſo much as was 
then offered. At that period the propoſitions of 
Great-Britain would have been gladly accepted, 
but to that petition the King of Great-Britain 
refuſed an anſwer. After the colonies had de- 
clared themſelves independent ſtates—had pledged 
their honour to abide by that declaration—had, 
under the ſmiles of Heaven, maintained it for 
three campaigns without foreign aid—After the 
greateſt monarch in Europe had entered into a 


treaty with them, and guarantied their indepen- 


dence—After all this to degrade themſelves from 
tne rank of freemen to that of ſubjects - from 
lovereign ſtates to dependent provinces—were 
propoſitions no where leſs reliſhed than by the ci- 


2 See note xxv. tigen 
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tizens of South-Carolina. The tide was iftirly 
} turned: Inſtead of that hankering | aſter Great. 
| Britain, which had wade a ſepsration painful, the 
4 current of popular opinions and prejudiees rn 
ji ſtrong in an ' oppoſite direction. Several ofothe 
} royalilts,, who before had taken part with the 
| Britiſh, joined their countrymen; and took thi 
oaths: to the new government. Soine| caution 
monied men, who heretofore had preferred pti. 
vate to publick ſecurity, after theſe events, depo: 
ſited large ſums in the publick funds, on the 
faith of the hew government. w Ind Fort 


10 Ox a review of the tranſactions between Great 
Britain and America from the year 1774 to tht 
year 1778, an attentive obſerver cannot but re- 
mark four different periods, in each of which the 
conteſt between the two countties aſſumed a nes 
complexion. The parliamentary claims of unli 
| mited ſupremacy the Boſton port. act the abo. 
il lition of the charter of Maſſachuſetts and tl 
other aQs of the like tendency, paſſed About tit 
ſame time—rouſed the colonies in 1774 to the 
appointment of a Congreſs, and to à declaration 
of | their excluſive right to tax themſelves, and 
| regulate their own internal polity. To obtain 2 
repeal of thirteen acts of parliament; which it- 
fringed upon | theſe claims, they petitioned tlic 
King of Great-Britain, and aſſociated to ſuſpend 
| all trade till this repeal ſhould be obtained. The 
| ſucceſs that had followed two former: attempts ol 
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this kind, flattered them that their preſent _— 
| wou 
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— ſoon be fully gratified.)- They therefore 
generally came into the meaſure, without 
foreſceing-all'clve"eanfoqubnoes; rand without in- 
tending any thing farther than ſuch a; commercial 
oppoſition as would intereſt the Weſt. Indians and 
Britiſi merchants in their behalf. The refufal of 
this firſt petition, and the ſubſequent "commence. 
ment of hoſtilities 'on the part of Great-Britam; 
produced in the coloniſts a determination to op- 
poſe forte to force. A military oppoſition was 
therefore adopted about the middle of the yeat 
1775, but without a deſign of effecting a ſepara- 
tion from Great-Britain: At this ſecond ſtage 
of the quarrel the Congreſs prepared a ſetond 
petition, praying for the repeal of the obnoxious 
acts. To give weight to this renewed application 
to the throne; and to rouſe the people of Eng- 
land to a ſenſe of the probable conſequences of 
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ry army, and publiſhed to the world their reſoluti- 
on of defending their liberties at every hazard. * 
Still nothing farther was intended than a re- 
dreſs of grievances. The rejection of this ſecond 
petition the determination to wage war in full 
Jorm againſt the coloniſts—and the act of par- 
lament putting the whole of them out of the 
King's protection gave birth to a third and un- 
foreſeen meaſure—the declaration of indepen- 
dence. Without this they muſt either have ſub- 
mitted with their grievances unredreſſed, or 
carried ou a war under * nn of ſusfeets 

in 


22 See note XXVI. 


their perſiſting in the war, they formed a tempora- 
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in arms againſt their acknowledged ſovereign, in 
which caſe no foreign power could have openly 
aſſiſted them. After this meaſure was adopted, 
a fœderal union might have taken place between 
Great-Britain and America, by which the for. 
mer might have ſecured to herſelf a-great part 
of the trade of the latter, without any expence 
on account of her civil eſtabliſhments. | Inſtead 
of propoſing any thing of this kind, Great-Britain 
carried on the war for the campaigns of 17 
and 1777 profeſſedly with a view to reduce them 
to unconditional ſubmiſſion, and offered nothing 
to the United States before April 1778, which 
they could with honour or ſafety accept. After 
a treaty had been concluded between France and 
America, Great-Britain ſent out commiſſioner 
to offer Congreſs more than a repeal of the act 
which were at firſt the ſource of the diſpute. 
By this conduct ſhe virtually acknowledged ſhe 
had been hitherto in the wrong, and alſo gave 


the United States an opportunity of evincing to 


their new ally the ſincerity of their engagements. 


Ir the Congreſs had at this late hour liſtened 
to the propoſitions of Great-Britain for a reunion, 
the world would have juſtly charged them with 
the want of honour and gratitude. They would 


| alſo have forfeited the future confidence of every 


European power. It is alſo now known, by in- 
formation ſince obtained, that even though the 


ſtates of America had agreed with the royal com- 
miſſioners, 


1 


miſſioners, the ruling- powers of Great-Britain 
would not have ratified the convention. | 


/ 


Fou this time forward commenced the fourth 
period of the conteſt. The colonies were not 
only loſt to Great-Britain, but their whole weight 
was thrown into the oppoſite ſcale of France. 


Tuevok the continental Congreſs, in con- 
ducting the oppoſition to the mother-country, 
did little more than give an efficient operation to 
the wiſhes of their conſtituents; yet the Britiſh 
commiſſioners flattered themſelves that an appli- 
cation to the local legiſlatures, and the people at 
large, would be more ſucceſsful. They there- 
fore next addreſſed themſelves to the individual 
ſtates, and denounced the extremities of war on 
thoſe who continued to prefer the alliance with 
France to a reunion with Great-Britain. *> This 
did not produce the intimidation expected from 
it, nor were their propoſals more favourabiy re- 
ceived by the local legiſlatures, or the people, 
than they had been by the continental Congreſs. 
When the flag arrived with their overtures ſepa- 
rately addreſſed to the governor, the aſſembly, 
ine military, the clergy and the people, of South- 
Catolina, it was detained in the road near the 
harbour of Charleſton, till preſident Lowndes con- 
vened his council, and the heads or leading-men 
of the different orders of the inhabitants, to 
whom they were addrcfied. As ſoon as the let- 

| ters 
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ters of the Britiſh commiſſioners were read tg 
the gentlemen convened on this occaſion, an 
unanimous reſolution was adopted to order the 
flag · veſſel immediately to depart the ſtate. - This 
was accompanied with a reprimand for attempti 
to violate the conſtitution of the country, by 
oftering to negotiate with the ſtate in its 3 
capacity. 


Tut inhabitants of the United States, adher. 
ing to their own declarations, and to their nati 
onal engagements with France, perſevered-in 
refuſing to reunite with Great- Britain, or to 
conclude a peace with her otherwiſe than on 
principles of independence, and in concert vit 
their allies. To deter the Britiſh from executing 
their threats of laying waſte the country, Con- 
greſs recommended to ſuch of the inhabitants of 
the United States as lived in places expoſed to 
the ravages of the enemy, immediately to build 
huts at leaſt thirty miles diſtant from their hab- 
tations, and to convey thither their womenz chil 
dren, and others not capable of bearing arms, 
together with their cattle and other moveabl 
property. They alſo publiſhed to the world 2 
reſolution, and manifcſto, ſetting forth their fixed 
purpoſc of retaliation, and appealing to Heaven 
for the rectitude of their intentions.“ 


FroM the time of the declaration of wacher 
gence the attention of Congrels was engaged in 
Framing 


© Sce note XXVIII. 
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framing articles of confederation, to bind the 
thirteen ſtates in one common bond of continent- 
al government. When this was agreed to by 
congreſs, it was ſubmitted to the different legil- 
Jatures, accompanied with an addreſs, of which 
the following is a part: | 


oc w.090 


© ConGxEsS having agreed upon a plan of 
«© confederacy for ſecuring the freedom, ſovereign- 
ty and independence of the United States, au- 
 thentick copies are now tranſmitted for the con- 
ſideration of the reſpective legiſlatures. 


| goſh. 
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©Tars bufineſs, equally intricate and impor- 
tant, has in its progreſs been attended with un- 
common embarraſſments and delay, which the 
moſt anxious ſolicitude and perſevering diligence 
could not prevent. To form a permanent union, 
f accommodated to the opinion and wiſhes of the 
* delegates of ſo many ſtates, differing in habits, 
produce, commerce and internal police, was 
found to be a work which nothing but time and 
reflection, conſpiring with a diſpoſition to con- 
'clliate, could mature and accompliſh, _ | 


Hal is it to be expected that any plan, in 
the variety of proviſions eſſential to our union, 
' ſhould exactly correſpond with the maxims and 

political views of every particular ſtate. Let it 
abe remarked, that, after the moſt careful enqui- 
ry and the fulleſt information, this is propoſed 
as the beſt which could be adapted to the cir- 

„ cumſtances 
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| © cumſtances of all, and as that alone which afford, 
l 0 any tolerable proſpect on A general” ratification, 
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q © Permit us, then, Sta to Tecottiment 
i 6 theſe articles to the immediate 100 diſpaſſionnt 
[ ; Fftenzion of the legiſlatures of the reſpedin 
© ſtates. | Let them be candidly received undet 
| <a Tenſe of the difficulty of combining, im ote 
, 

| 


general! ſyſtem, the various ſentimemts and in 
© tereſts 61 à continent divided into ſo mani {6- 
* vercign and independent communities, under; 


* conviction of the abſolute neceſſity of uniting 
| * all our councils, and all our ſtrength; to main 
© tain and defend our common liberties, Le 
0 © them be examined with a liberality' becoming 
j © bretliren and fellow. citizens, ſurrounded by'the 
© ſame imminent dangers, contending for the fame 


woe _Sc CoA mCaemu_nt_ — —— — — ”Y 
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1 illuſtrious prize, and deeply intereſted in being 
© for-ever bound and connected together by t 
© the moſt intimate and indifloluble— and, dt 
| e ly, let them be adjudged with the tempet an 
* magnanimity of wiſe and patriotick Tegillator 
* who, white they are concerned for the proſperii 
© of their own more immediate circle, are capadc 
of riſing ſuperior to local attachments, when 
| _ © they may be incompatible with the fafety, Tay 
i © pineſs and glory of the general confederaty. 
[ q We have reaſon to regret the time which hs 
| 


e elapſed | in preparing this plan for conſideration; 
il with additional ſolicitude we lock forward to 
| — that which muſt be neceffarily ſpent before t 
I can be ratified. Every motive Load eatt up 


© vs to haſten its concluſion.? Tut 
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Tux ſolemn diſcuſſion which this grand bond 
of federal union underwent, both in Congreſs 
and the different ſtates, delayed the ſubſcription of 
it till the gth of July 1778. Difficulties relative to 
the property and diſpoſal of the back unappro- 
priated lands occaſioned ſome of the ſmall ſtates, 
who had.no vacant, weſtern territory, to delay ſtill 
longer. The ſmall ſtates, with great juſtice, con- 
tended. that the unappropriated weſtern, country 
ſhould, be the common property of the union, 
and pledged as a fund for ſinking the continental 
debt. Some explications on this ſubject having 
taken place, on the firſt of March 1781 the ſtate 
of Maryland completed the confederation by their 
delegates ſubſcribing the ſame. She concurred 
in this meaſure as well from a deſire to perpetuate 
and ſtrengthen the union, as from a confidence 
in the juſtice and generoſity of the larger ſtates— 
that, ſuperior to local intereſts, they would con- 
ent to ſuch arrangements of the unappropriated 
lands, included in their reſpective charters, as 
good policy required, and the great exertions 
of their ſtate in the common cauſe had ſo higbly 
deſerved. By this common cement of the thir- 
teen ſtates the government of South-Carolina, as 
well as that of the other parts of the confederacy, 
bas become ſomewhat complex. The individual 
lates are ſovereign in all matters of internal po- 
lity, but are ſubje& to the control of Congreſs 
with reſpect to peace and war —ſending and re- 
caving ambaſſadors— building and equipping a 
myy—requiſitions for men and money for the 

common 


concerning boundary juriſdiction, or any other 


60 


common defence regulating the alloy and value 
of coin fixing the ſtandard of weights and 
meaſures regulating the trade, and munaging 
all affairs with the Indians not membets of am 
of the ſtateseſtabliſhing and regulating poſt. 
offites from one ſtate to another eſtabliſſing tules 
for deciding, in all cafes, what captures on laud ot 
water ſhall be legal, or in what manner prizes 
ſhall be appropriated—granting letters of marque 
and repriſal in times of peace—appointing courts 
for the trial of piracies and felonies committed 
on the high ſeas—or of eſtabliſhing courts for 
receiving and determining. finally appeals in all 
caſes of capture and deciding, on appeal, all di 
putes and differences between two or. more ſtates 


cauſe whatever. It ſeems to have been the ſpi- 
rit of the confederation, that the ſeparate ſtates 
ſhould be ſovereign in all their internal concerns, 
but that they ſhould be ſubje& to Congreſs in al 
matters in which the whole union was intereſted, 
and for the effecting of which the ſeparate local 
legiſlatures were inadequate. “ In return for 
this portion of ſovereignty, delegated to the con- 
tinental Congreſs, the individual ſtates are ent!- 
tled to the protection of the whole confederacy- 


Soo after the Britiſh commiſſioners were con- 
vinced of the inefficacy of negotiation, to effect 
a reunion of the colonies with Great-Britain, the 


war recommenced, but entirely on a new ſyſtem. 
922 Hitherto 


dd See note xxIx. 
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Hitherto the conqueſt of America had been at- 
tempted by proceeding from north to ſouth; but 
that order was from this period inverted-. The 
northern ſtates in their turn obtamed a diminu- 
tion of their calamities, while South - Carolina, 
and the adjacent ſettlements, became 1 ne 
theatre of * operations. | Iſs m 


1 


h 


- _— 
—— —u—' — 
— — 


„ 


„„ „% „ 


22 


— IFC; 


2.—— — 
„„ 


— 


* ” w— 9 — — —ꝛ äx — — — C_TC—_— —— R —ä — —, 


8. 


A 
| 


N COTE: A095... 


In act to diſcontinue, in ſuch manner and for ſuch 
time as are therein mentioned, the landing and 

' diſcharging, lading and ſhipping of goods and 
wares, or merchandize, at the town, and within 
the harbour of Boſton, in the province of Maſa- 
chuſetts- Bay, in North-America. | 


HEREAS dangerous commotions and 
inſurrections have been fomented and 
raſed in the town of Boſton, in the province of 
Muaſſachuſetts-Bay, in New-England, by divers ill- 
alfected perſons, to the ſubverſion of his majeſty's 
government, and to the utter deſtruction of the 
publick peace and good order of the ſaid town, 
in which commotions and inſutrections certain 
B b valuable 


1 ) 


valuable cargoes of teas, being the property of 
the Eaſt-India company, and on board certain 
veſſels, lying within the bay or harbour of Bol. 
ton, were ſeized, and deſtroyed; and whereas, 
in the preſent condition, of the Rai, yarn pl har- 
bour, the commerce of his majeſty's. 7 
cannot ſafely be carried on there, nor the cul- 
toms, payable to his majeſty, duly collected ; and 


it is therefore expedient that the officers | | his 


>» 48.3 be - * 21 N 1 N 
majeſty's cuſtoms ſhould be forthwith removed 

8s 1 41 > ,ITITC 100 
from the ſaid town; 


Mar it pleaſe your majeſty. that it may be 
enacted, and be it enacted by the King's molt 
excellent majeſty, by and with the advice and 
conſent of the lords ſpiritual and temporal, ane 
commons, in this preſent parliament aſſembled, 
and by the authority of the ſame, that, from and 
after the firſt day of June 1774, it ſhall not be 
lawful for any perſon or perſons whatſoever, to 
lade or put, or cauſe to be laden and put, off 100 
from any quay, wharf, or other place within the 
ſaid'town of Boſton, or in or upon any part of tte 
ſhore of the bay, commonly called the harbour 
bf Boſton, between a certain headland or point 
called Nahant-Point on the eaftern ſide of the 
entrance into the ſaid bay, and: à certam otlier 
headland or, point called Alderton-Points| on dit 
weſtern ſide of the entrance into the ſaid bay, 0 
in or upon any iſland, creek, landing- place, bank 
or other. place, within the ſaid bay or brad lands, 
into ANY, hip, ov elle}, lighters, boat, or battam 


any 


Aisdes 
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any goods, wares, or merchandize' whatſoever, 
to be tranſported or carried into any other coun- 
try, province Or place whatſoever, or into any 
other part of the faid province of the Maſſachu- 
ſetts-Bay in New-England; or to take up, diſ- 
charge, or lay on land, or cauſe or procure to 
be taken up, diſcharged, or laid on land, within 
the ſaid town, or in or upon any of the places 
aforeſaid, out of any boat, lighter, ſhip, veſſel or 
bottom, any goods, wares or merchandize what- 
ſoever, to be brought from any other country, 
province, or place, or any other part of the, faid 
province, of the Maſſachuſctts-Bay, in New-Eng- 
land, upon pain of the forfeiture of the ſaid goods, 
wares and merchandize, and of the ſaid boat, 
lighter, ſhip, veſſel or other bottom into which 
the ſame ſhall be put, or out of which the fame 
ſhall be taken, and of guns, ammunition, tackle, 
furniture and ſtores, in or belonging to the ſame ; 
and if any ſuch goods, wares or merchandize, 
ſhall, within the ſaid town, or in any the places 
atoreſaid, be laden, or taken in from the ſhores 
into any barge, hoy, lighter, wherry, or boat, 
from or out of any ſhip or veſſel, coming in and 
arriving from any other country or province, or 
other part of the province of the Maſſachuſetts- 
Bay in New-England, ſuch barge, hoy, lighter, 
wherry or boat, ſhall-be forfeited and loſt, '- 
14331 e910 „Dügdt vas goqt 10 f. 
And be it further enacted by the [authority 
aforeſaid, that if any wharfinger, or keeper of atiy 
wharf, 
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Wharf, me ruay, or thei? ſervarits, or any of 
them; Hall take up and land, or knowingly ſuffer 
be taken Up nd landed, er al hip! off; 
fuer to be witerborte, at or flom any of che fd 
WWharves, cranes or quays; any ſuch goods;rwares 
bt terchandize j in every ſuch cat, all and eien 
'whhrfinger art keeper of ſuch wharves, cranes 
and quays, and every perſon : whatſoever be 
ſhalÞ be aſſiſting, or otherwiſe concerned in the 
tipping: g; or in the loading, or putting on board 
any boat or other veſſel, for that putpofe, ot in 
the unſhipping ſuch goods, wares and merchan- 
diae or to whoſe hands the ſame ſhall knowingly 
dome; after the loading, ſhipping or unſfipping 
thereof, ſhall forfeit and loſe treble the value 
thereof, to be computed from the higheſt price 
Which fuch bort Gf goods, wares and merchan-' 
dize ſhall bear at the place where. ſuch offence 
mall be committed, at the time when: thenſame 
Mall be ſo committed, together with the veſſels 
And boats, and all the horſes, cattle: and catriagts 
whatfoever made uſe of in the ſhipping, unſmp- 
ping, landing, removing, carriage or »conve)- 
anc of any of the ey youu Wanne 
3 A fl: Tot 897 
Rat, 1 2 IT Ts ri by 
edgy: be it further ends anti the anti 
aſorefaid, that if any ſhip or veſſel ſhall be moored, | 
or he at anchor, or be ſeen. hovering within tbe 
ſaid bay, deſcribed and bounded as aforeſaid, ot 
within one league of the ſaid bay ſo: deſcribed, ot 
the” "fad headlands, or any of the iſlands! lying 


between 


\ 
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between or Within the. ſame, it, {ſhall and may be 
lawful for any admiral, ; chick, commander, or 
commiſhoned officer „Hof .- his}, Majeſty's fleet Or 
ſhips of warz on for any officer; of hisgmajeſty's 
cuſtoms, to compol ſuch ſhip or - veſſel to, depaxt 
to ſome other port br harbour, or, to ſuch, lation 
as the ſaid officer ſhall appoint, and to uſe, ſuch 
force for that purpoſe as ſhall be feund necgſſaryg 
and if ſuch ſhip or veſſel thall nat, depart at eord- 
ingly, within ſix hours after notice for thatqput- 
poſe given by ſuch perſons as aforeſaid, ſuch ip 
ot veſſel, together with all the goods; ladon on, 
board thereon, and all the guns, ammunition, 
tackle and furniture, ſhall: be forfeited! andqboſt, 
whether bulk ſhall have been broken or not- 
Milch ftonlgick ods neo $1793 ct 1 013i 
PROVID ED always, that nothing in this act 
contained ſhall extend, or be conſtrutd to extend 
to any military or other ſtores: for his majeſi ys 
uſe, or to the ſhips or veſſels wherein the fame 
mall be laden, which ſhall be commiſſioned hy, 
and in the immediate pay of his majeſty, his heixs 
or ſucceſſors 3 nor to any fuel or victuuls brought 
coaſtwiſe from any part of the continent of Ame- 
rica, for the neceſſary uſe and ſuſtenance of. the 
inhabitants of the ſaid town of Boſton, provided 
the veſſel wherein the fame are to be carried ghall 
be duly furniſhed with a cocket, and. Jet pass, after 
having been duly ſearched by the proper: officer 
of his majeſty's cuſtoms at Marblaehead, gan the 
port of Salem, in the ſaid pro vinec of Maſſaghu- 
tetts. Bay ; and that ſome officer f hit wajclly:'s 


cultoms 
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cuſtoms be alſo there put on board the ſaid veſſel, 
who is hereby authorized to go on board, and 
proceed with the ſaid veſſel, together with aà ſuff. 
cient number of perſons, / properly armed for his 
defence, to the ſaid town or harbour of |Bbſton; 

nor to any ſhips or veſſels which —— 
be within the faid harbour of Boſton, on or be. 
fore the firſt day of June 1774, and may have 
either laden or taken on board, or be there with 
intent to load or take on board, or to land or 
diſcharge any goods, wares and merchanditze, 
provided the ſaid ſhips and veſſels do depart the 
ſaid harbour, within fourteen days after the ſaid 
— of June 1774. i od A 
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Aup be it * enacted wk the authority 
aforeſaid, that all ſeizures, penalties and fotſei - 
tures, inflicted by this act, ſhall be made and pro- 
ſecuted by any admiral, chief commander, vr 


jeſty's fleet or ſhiht 


commiſſioned officer of his ma 
of war, or by the officers of his majeſty's cuſtoms; 
or ſome of them, or by ſome other petſon de- 
puted or authorized by warrant from the lor 
high treaſurer, or the commiſſioners of his fn 
jeſty's treaſury for the time being, and no othet 
perſon whatſoever: and if any ſuch ofſficery vor 
other perſon authorized as aforeſaid ſhall, direct- 
ly or indirectly, take or receive any dribe or fe- 
ward to connive at ſuch lading or unlading, br 
ſhall make or commence any collufive ſeizure, 
information or agreement for that Purpoſe, vr 


ſhall do ar other act whatſoever,” whereby ” 
goods, 
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goods, - wares and merchandize prohibited as 
aforeſaid, {ball be ſuffered to -paſs: either inwards 
or outwards, : of hereby the forfeitures/andpe- 
nalties inflicted by:this act may þcicvaded;: every 
ſuch offender ſhall ſorfeit the ſum of five hun 
dred pounds for every ſuch offence, and oſfmib 
become incapable of any office or employment 
civil or military: and every perſon who ſhall give; 
offer or promiſe, any ſuch; bribe or reward, or 
ſhall contract, agree, or treat with any perſon ſo 
authorized as aforeſaid to commit any ſuch offener, 
ſhall forfeit the ſum of fifty pounds. 

IS 8&3. : 11 > 00138 Dis! 
Axp be it further enacted: by the authority 
aforeſaid, that the forfeitures and penalties in- 
fifted by this act ſhall and may be proſecuted, 
ſued for and recovered, and be divided, paid and 
applied, in like manner as other penalties and for- 
feitures inflicted by any act or acts of parliament; 
relating to the trade and revenues of the Britifh” 
colonies or plantations in America, are directed 
to be proſecuted, ſued for or recovered, divided; 
pad and applied by two ſeveral acts of parlia“ 
ment, the one paſſed in the fourth year of his 
preſent majeſty, entitled, An act for granting 
certain duties in the Britiſh colonies and plan- 
tations in America, for contmuing, amending” 
* and making perpetual an act paſſed in the:ſmth! 
„Jen of the reign of his late majeſty King 
| George the ſecond, entitled, And act for the 
better ſecuring and encouraging the trada ot 
"Us -majeity's, :fagar:colonies in America, for! 
een007 0 applying 
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« applying the produce of ſuch duties, and the 


1 
< dntics to ariſe by virtue of the aforeſaid act to. q 
* wards defraying-the expences of protecting and 1 
ſecuring the ſaid colonies and plantations ; for | 


* explaining an act made in the twenty-fifth year 
© of the reign of King Charles the ſecond; en- 
«titled; An act for the encouragement of the 
Greenland and Eaſtland trades; and for the 
better fecuring the plantation trade; andi for 
altering and difallowing ſeveral drawbacks on 
exports from this kingdom; and more effectu . 
ally preventing the clandeſtine conveyance of 
goods to and from the ſaid colonies and plan- 
© tations,” and improving and ſecuring the trade 
between the fame and Great-Britain t? The 
other paſſed in the eighth year of his preſent 
majeſty's reign, entitled, An act for the more 
* eaſy and effectual recovery of the penalties and 
forfeitures inflicted by the acts of parliament 
relating to the trade or revenues of the Mvitiſi 
t colonies and plantations in America.. 


* 1 19 * 
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Axp be it further enacted by the; authonty 
aforeſaid, that every charter-party, bill of lading, 
and other contract for conſigning, Hippingzior 
carrying any goods, wares and *merchi 
whatſoever, to or from the ſaid town of Boſton, 
of any part of the bay or harbour thereof de- 
ſcriBed” às aforeſaid; which have been made or 
ente ted into, or which ſhall be made or entered 

into, fd long as this act ſhall remain in full force, 
. relating to any ſhip which ſhall arrive at the ſaid 

AAA ? a | town 
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town or harbour, after the firſt day of June 1774. 
ſhall be, and the ſame are hereby declared to be 


utterly void to all intents and aan roen Whatſo- 


ever. 0. sid bits 2 now) Dbigt 30 2 110591 
n 42 *  11t 53! 2161 43s y th (TIE 
Aub be it, further enactgd! by, the authority 


aforeſaid, that whenever it ſhall, he made, jo ap” 
pear to his majeſty in his privy- council, that peace 
and obedience to the laws ſhall be ſo far reſtored 
in the ſaid town of Boſton, that , the trade of 
Great-Britain, may be ſafely carried on there, and 
«his majeſty s cuſtoms duly collected, and his ma- 
jeſty, in his privy- council, ſhall adjudge the ſame 
to be true, it Mall and may be lawful for bis ma- 
jelty, by proclamation, or order of council, 
oſſign and point the extent, bounds and limits of 
the town and harbour of Boſton, and of eyery 
creek or haven within the ſame, or in the illangs 
within the precin& thereof; and allo, to aſſign 
and appoint ſuch and ſo many places, quays and 
wharves, within the ſaid harbour, creeks, hayens 
and iſlands, for the landing, diſcharging, lading, 
and ſhipping of goods, as his majeſty, his heirs 
ar ſucceſſors, ſhall judge neceſſary and expedient; 
and alſo to appoint ſuch and ſo many officers of 
«the cuſtoms therein as his majeſty ſhall think fit ; 
[after which it-ſhall be lawful for any perſon, or 
perlons to lade, or put off from, or to diſcharge 
and land upon, ſuch wharves, quays and places, 
ſo appointed within the ſaid, harbour, and none 


other, any mm wares 30G, merchandize what- 
ever. 
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 ProvipeD always, that if any goods, wares or 
merchandize, ſhall be laden or put off from, or 
diſcharged or landed upon, any other place, than 
the quays, wharves, or places ſo to be appointed, 
the fame, together with the ſhips, boats, and 
other veſſels employed therein, and the horſes, or 
other cattle and carriages uſed to convey 'the 
fame, and the perſon or perſons concerned or 
afHſting therein, or to whoſe hands the ſame ſhall 
knowingly come, ſhall ſuffer all the forfeiture 
and penalties impoſed by this or any other act 
on the illegal ſhipping or landing of goods. 


Psovip ED alſo, and it is hereby declared and 
enacted, that nothing herein contained ſhall ex- 
tend, or be conſtrued, to enable his majeſty to 
appoint ſuch port, harbour, creeks, 'quays, 
wharves, places, or officers, in the ſaid town of 
| Boſton, or in the ſaid bay or iſlands, ' until it ſhall 
fuffciently appear to his majeſty, that full fatis- 
faction hath been made by or on behalf of the 
inhabitants of the ſaid town of Boſton, to the 
united company of merchants of England, trad- 
ing to the Eaſt-Indies, for the damages ſuſtained 
by the ſaid company, by the deſtruction of their 
goods ſent to the ſaid town of Boſton, on board 
certain ſhips or veſſels as aforeſaid, and until it 
ſhall be certified to his majeſty in council, by the 
governor or lieutenant-governor of the ſaid pro- 
vince, that reaſonable ſatisfaction hath been made 
to the officers of his majeſty's revenue, and others 
who-ſuffered by the riots and inſurrections above. 

mentioned, 


( 203 ) 


mentioned, in the months of November and De- 
cember, in the year 1773, and in the month of 


January 1774. 


Axp be it further enacted by the authority 
aforeſaid, that if any action or ſuit ſhall be com- 
menced, either in Great-Britain or America, a- 
gainſt any perſon or perſons, for any thing done 
in purſuance of this act of parliament, the de- 
fendant or defendants in ſuch action or ſuits, may 
plead the general iſſue, and give the ſaid act, and 
the ſpecial matter in evidence, at any trial to be 
had thereupon, and that the ſame was done in 
purſuance, and by the authority of this act; and 
if it ſhall appear ſo to have been done, the jury 
ſhall find for the defendant or defendants ; and if 
the plaintiff ſhall be non-ſuited, or diſcontinue his 
action, after the defendant or defendants ſhall 
have appeared; or if judgment ſhall be given on 
any verdict or demurrer againſt the plaintiff, the 
defendant or defendants ſhall recover treble coſts, 
and have the like remedy for the ſame, as de- 
iendants have in other caſes by law. 
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An act for the better regulating the government 9 


the province bf the Aer, in No- of 
England. DSU he 

| Ae pla 

| HERE AS by letters {patent nite! the the 
great ſeal of England, made in the third hen 

year of the reign of their late majeſties King ſro 
Wilnam and Queen Mary, for uniting, erecting, ene 
and incorporating the ſeveral colonies, territories pro 
and tracts of land therein mentioned, into one goc 
real province, by the name of their majeſties pro · mai 
vince of the Maſſachuſetts-Bay, in New. England, con 
whereby it was, amongſt other things, ordained the 
and eſtabliſhed, that the governor of the ſaid pro- and 
vince mould, from thenceforth, be appointed and ally 
commiſſionated by their majeſties, their heirs and as h 
ſucceſſors: it was however granted and ordained, and 
that from the expiration of the term, for, and laws 
during which the eight and twenty perſons,” nam. well. 
ed in the ſaid letters patent, were appointed tv maje 
be the firſt counſellors or aſſiſtants to the govet. diſpo 


nor of the ſaid province for the time being, the 
aforeſaid number of eight and twenty counſellors 
or aſſiſtants ſhould yearly, once in every year, 
for- ever thereafter, be, by the general court or 
aſſembly, newly choſen: and whereas the ſaid 
method of electing ſuch counſellors or aſſiſtants, 
to be veſted with the ſeveral powers, authorities 
and privileges therein mentioned, although con. 
formabl: 
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ſormable to the practice, theretofore uſed, 
ſuch of the colonies thereby united, in which the 
appointment of the reſpective governors had 
been veſted in the general courts or. aſſemblies 
of the ſaid colonies, hath, by repeated experience; 
been found to be extremely ill-adapted, to, the 
plan of government eſtabliſhed in the province of 
the Maſſachuſetts-Bay, by the ſaid: letters 
herein before mentioned, and hath been r 
from contributing to the attainment of the good 
ends and purpoſes thereby intended, and to the 
promoting of the internal welfare, peace and 
good government, of the ſaid province, or to the 
maintenance of the juſt ſubordination to, and 
conformity with the laws of Great-Britain, that 
the manner of exerciſing the powers, authorities, 
and privileges aforeſaid, by the perſons ſo annu- 
ally elected, hath for ſome time paſt been. ſuch 
as had the moſt manifeſt tendency. to obſtruQt, 
and in great meaſure defeat the execution of the 
laws, to weaken the attachment of his majeſly's 
well-diſpoſed ſubjects in the ſaid province to his 
majeſty's government, and to encourage. the ill- 
diſpoſed among them to proceed even to ads. of 
direct reſiſtance to, and defiance of, his majeſty” $ 
authority ; and it hath accordingly happened, 
that an open reſiſtance to the execution of the 
Jaws hath actually taken place in the t town of Boſ- 
ton and the neighbourhood thereof, within the 
{aid province : : and whereas it 183 under theſe 
circumſtances, - become abſolutely, neceſſary, in 
order to the preſeryation,of, the peace and Jo 
order 
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order of the ſaid province, the protection of his 
majeſty's well-diſpoſed ſubjects therein reſident, 
the continuance of the mutual benefits ariſing 
from the commerce and correſpondence between 
this kingdom and the ſaid province, and the 
maintaining of the juſt dependence of the faid 
province, upon the crown and parhament of 
Great«Britain, that the ſaid method of annually 
electing the counſellors or aſſiſtants of the ſaid 
province ſhould no longer be ſuffered to conti- 
nue, but that the appointment of the faid coun- 
ſellors or aſſiſtants ſhould henceforth be put upon 
the like footing as is eſtabliſhed in ſuch other of 
his majeſty's colonies or plantations in America, 
the governors whereof are appointed by his ma- 
jeſty's commiſſion under the great ſeal of Great. 
Britain: Be it therefore enacted, by the King's 
molt excellent majeſty, by and with the advice 
and conſent of the lords ſpiritual and temporal, 
and commons in this preſent parliament affem- 
bled, and by the authority of the ſame, that, 
from and after the firſt day of Auguſt, one fhou- 
ſand ſeven hundred and ſeventy-four, fo much of 
the charter granted by their majeſties King Wit 
liam and Queen Mary, to the inhabitants of the 
ſaid province of the Maſſachuſetts-Bay, in New. 
England, and all and every clauſe, matter and 
thing, therein contained, which relates to the 
time and manner of electing the aſſiſtants of 
counſellors for the ſaid province, be revoked, 
and are hereby revoked and made void and of 

none 
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none effect; and that the offices of all counſel- 
lors and aſſiſtants, elected and appointed in pur- 
ſuance thereof, ſhall from thenceforth ceaſe and 
determine: and that, from and after the fard* firſt 
day of Auguſt, one thouſand ſeven hundred and 
ſeventy- four, the council or court of aſſiſtants of 
the ſaid province, for the time being, ſhall be 
compoſed of ſuch of the inhabitants or proprietors 
of lands within the ſame, as ſhall be thereunto 
nominated and appointed by his majeſty, his heirs 
and ſucceſſors, from time to time, by warrant 
under his or their ſignet, or ſign- manual, and 
with the advice of the privy- council, agreeable to 
the practice now uſed in reſpect to the appoint- 
ment of counſellors in ſuch of his majeſty's other 
colonies in America, the governors whereof are 
appointed by commiſſion under the great ſeal of 
Great-Britain: provided, that the number of the 
laid aſſiſtants or counſellors ſhall not at any one 
time exceed thirty-fix, nor be leſs than twelve. 


Axb it is hereby further enacted, that the ſaid 
allſtants or counſellors, ſo to be appointed as 
aforeſaid, ſhall hold their offices reſpectively, for 
and Cuting the pleaſure of his majeſty, his heirs 
or ſucceſſors, and ſhall have and enjoy all the 
powers, privileges and immunities, at preſent 
held, exerciſed, and enjoyed by the afliſtants or 
counſellors of the ſaid province, conſtituted and 
elected from time to time, under the ſaid char- 
ter, except as herein after excepted; and ſhal! 
Ao, upon their admiſfion into the faid council, 

and 
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| | and before they enter upon the execution of their 
offices, reſpectively take the oaths, and make, 
repeat and ſubſcribe, the declarations required, 


| as well by the ſaid charter as by any law or law 
| of the ſaid province now in force, to be taken 
1 


by the aſſiſtants or counſellors, who have been 
ſo elected and conſtituted as aforeſaid. 


| Ap be it further enacted by the authority 
| aforeſaid, that, from and after the firſt day of 
July, one thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeventy. 
four, it ſhall and may be lawful for his majeſty's 
| governor, for the time being, of the ſaid province, 
or, in his abſence, for the lieutenant-governor, 
to nominate and appoint, under the ſeal of the 
province, from time to time, and alſo to remove, 
without the conſent of the council, all judges of 
the inferior courts of common-pleas, commiſſion- 
ers of oyer and terminer, the attorney. general, 
provoſts, marſhals, juſtices of the peace, and 
other officers to the council or courts of juſtice 
belonging ; ; and that all judges in the inferior 
courts of common-pleas, commiſtioners of oper 
and terminer, the attorney- general, provoſts, mar- 
| ſhals, juſtices, and other officer fo appointed by 
the governor, or, in his abſence, by the lieutc- 
nant- governor, alone, ſhall and may have, hold 
1 and e erciſe, their ſaid offices, powers and au- 
thorities, as fully and completely, to all intent 
and purpoſes, as any judges of the inferior courts 


of common-pleas, commiſſioners of oyer and ter: 
miner 
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miner, attorney-general, provoſts, marſhals or 
other officers, have or might have done hereto- 
fore under the ſaid letters patent, in the third 
year of the reign of their late majeſties King 
William and Queen Mary; any law, ſtatute or 
uſage, to the contrary notwithſtanding, 


PROVIDED always, and be it enacted, that no- 
thing herein contained, ſhall extend, or be con- 
ſtrued to extend, to annul or make void, the 
commiſſion granted before the ſaid firſt day of 
July, one thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeventy- 
four, to any judges of the inferior courts of com- 
mon-pleas, commiſhoners of oyer and terminer, 
the attorney-general, provoſts, marſhals, juſtices 
of the peace, or other officers ; but that they may 
hold and exerciſe the ſame, as if this act had 
never been made, until the ſame ſhall be deter- 
mined by death, removal by the governor, or 

other avoidance, as the caſe may happen. 


Axp be it further enacted by the authority 
atoreſaid, that, from and after the ſaid firſt day 
of July, one thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeventy- 
tour, it ſhall and may be lawful for his majeſty's 
governor, or, in his abſence, for the lieutenant- 
governor, for the time being, of the ſaid province, 
irom time to time, to nominate and appaint the 
ſheriffs without the conſent of the council, and 


to remove ſuch ſheriffs with ſuch conſent, and 
not otherwiſe. 


D d AND 


— — 
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Ap be it further enacted by the authority 
aforeſaid, that, upon every vacancy of the offices 
of chief. juſtice and judges of the ſuperior court 
of the ſaid province, from and after the ſaid firſt 
day of July, one thouſand ſeven hundred and 
ſeventy-four, the governor for the time being, 
or, in his abſence, the lieutenant-governor, with. 
out the conſent of the council, ſhall have full 
power and authority to nominate and appoint the 
perſons to ſucceed to the ſaid offices, who ſhall 


hold their commiſſions during the pleaſure of his 


majeſty, his heirs and ſucceſſors; and that nei. 


ther the chief. juſtice or judges appointed before 


the ſaid firſt day of July, one thouſand ſeven 
hundred and ſeventy-four, nor thoſe who ſhall 
hereafter be appointed purſuant to this act, ſhall 
be removed unleſs by the order of his majeſty, 
his heirs or ſucceſſors, under his or their fign- 
manual, 


Axp whereas, by ſeveral acts of the general 
court, which have been from time to time enact- 
ed and paſſed within the ſaid province, the free- 
holders and inhabitants of the ſeveral townſhips, 
diſtricts and precinQs ; qualified as is therein ex- 
preſſed, are authorized to aſſemble together, al- 
nually or occaſionally, upon notice given, in ſuch 
manner as the ſaid acts direct, for the choice of 
ſelectmen, conſtables and other officers, and for 
the making and agreeing upon ſuch neceſlary 
rules, orders and by-laws, for the directing, ma- 
naging and ordering, the prudential —_— 6 
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ſuch townſhips, diſtricts and precincts, and for 
other purpoſes : and whereas, a preat abuſe has 


been made of the power of calling ſuch meetings, 
and the inhabitants have, contrary to the deſign 


of their inſtitution, been miſled to treat upon 


matters of the moſt general concern, and to paſs 
many dangerous and unwarräntable reſolves : for 
remedy whereof, be it enacted, that, from and 
after the ſaid firſt day of Auguſt, one thouſand 
ſeven hundred and ſeventy-four, no meeting ſhall 
be called by the ſele&men, or at the requeſt of 
any number of freeholders of any townſhip, diſ- 
trict or precinct, without the leave of the gover- 
nor, or, in his abſence, of the heutenant-gover- 
nor, in writing, expreſſing the ſpecial buſineſs 
of the ſaid meeting, firſt had and obtained, ex- 
cept the annual meeting in the months of March 
or May, for the choice of ſelectmen, conitables 
and other officers, or except for the choice of per- 
ſons to fill up the offices aforeſaid, on the death 
or removal of any of the perſons firſt elected to 
ſuch offices, and alſo, except any meeting for the 
election of a repreſentative or repreſentatives in 
the general court; and that no other matter thall 
de treated of at ſuch meetings, except the elec- 
tion of their aforeſaid officers or repreſentatives, 
nor at any other meeting, except the buſineſs 
expreſſed in the leave given by the governor, or, 
u his abſence, by the licutenant-governor. 


AND whereas the method at preſent uſed in 
"ls province of Maſlachuſetts-Bay, in America, 


of 
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of electing perſons to ſerve on grand. juries, and 
other juries, | by the frecholders and inhabi. 
tants of the ſeveral towns, affords occaſion for 
many evil practices, and tends to per vert the free 
and impartial adminiſtration of juſtice: for re. 
medy whereof, be it further enacted by the au- 
thority aforeſaid, that, from and after the reſpec. 
tive times appointed for the holding the general 
ſeſſions of the peace in the ſeveral counties within 
the ſaid province, next after the month of Sp. 
tember, one thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeventy. 
four, the jurors to ſerve at the ſuperior courts of 
judicature, courts of aſſize, general gaol-delivery, 
general ſeſſions of the peace, and inferior courts 
of common-pleas, in the ſeveral counties within 
the ſaid province, ſhall not be cle&ed, nominated 
or appointed, by the freeholders and inhabitants 
of the ſeveral towns within the ſaid reſpective 
counties, nor ſummoned or returned by the 
conſtables of the ſaid towns; but that from 
thenceforth, the jurors to ſerve at the ſuperior 
courts of judicature, courts of aſſize, general | 
gaol- delivery, general ſeſſions of the peace, and 
inferior courts of common-pleas, within the fad 
province, ſhall be ſummoned and returned by the 
ſheriffs of the reſpeQive counties within the faid 
province; and all writs of Venire Facias, 0 
other proceſs or warrants, to be iſſued for tit 
return of jurors to ſerve at the ſaid courts, ſhall 
be directed to the ſheriffs of the ſaid counties 
reſpectively; any law, cuſtom or uſage, to the 
contrary notwithſtanding. 


PROvIDEU 
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PROVIDRD always, and be it further.:enatted 
by the authority / aforeſaid, that where: ever che 
ſheriff of any county ſhall happen to be a party, 
or intereſted or related to any party or perſon 
intereſted in any proſecution or ſuit depending in 
any of the ſaid courts ; that then, in ſuch cafe; 
the writ of Venire Facias, or other proceſs or 
warrant for the ſummoning and returning of a 
jury for the trial of ſuch proſecution or ſuit, ſhall 
be directed to, and executed by, the coroner of 
ſuch county; and in caſe ſuch coroner ſhall be 
alſo a party, or intereſted in, or related to, any 
party or perſon intereſted in ſuch proſecution or 
ſuit, then the Venire Facias, or other /proceſs:or 
warrant, for the ſummoning and return of a jut 
for the trial of ſuch proſecution or ſuit, ſhall be 
directed to, and executed by, a proper and im 
different perſon, to be appointed fon that purpoſe 


by the court wherein ſuch proſecution. or duit 
ſhall be depending. | 
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AND that all ſheriffs may be the better inform- 
ed of perſons qualified to ſerve on juries at the 
ſuperior courts of judicature, courts of aſſize, 
general gaol-delivery, general | ſeſſions of the 
peace, and inferior courts of common-pleas, with. 
in the ſaid province, be it further enacted by 
the authority aforeſaid, that the conſtables ef 
the reſpective towns, within the ſeveral counties 
of the ſaid province, ſhall, at the generaÞTſefliohs 
ok the peace to be holden for each county, Hext 
aſter the month of Septembet in /every year, 
upon 


1 


upon the firſt day of the ſaid ſeſſions, return 
and deliver to the juſtices of the peace in open 
court, a true liſt, in writing, of the names and 
places of abode of all perſons within the reſpec. 
tive towns for which they ſerve, or the diftris 
thereof, qualified to ſerve upon juries, with their 
titles and additions, between the age of one and 
twenty years, and the age of ſeventy years; 
which ſaid juſtices, or any two of them, at the 
ſaid ſeſſions in the reſpective counties, ſhall cauſe 
to be delivered a duplicate of the aforeſaid liſts, 
by the clerk of the peace of every county, to 
the ſheriffs, or their deputies, within ten days 
after ſuch ſeſſions, and cauſe each of the ſaid liſts 
to be fairly entered in a book by the clerk of 
the peace, to be by him provided, and kept for 
that purpoſe amongſt the records of the faid 
court; and no ſheriff ſhall impannel or return 
any perſon or perſons to ſerve upon any grand. 
jury or petit-jury whatſoever, in any of the faid 
courts that ſhall not be named or mentioned in 
| ſuch liſt: and, to prevent a failure of juſtice, 
through the negle& of conſtables to make ſuch 
returns of perſons qualified to ſerve on juries, 4 
in and by this act is directed, the clerks of the 
peace of the ſaid ſeveral counties are hereby requit- 
ed and commanded, twenty days at leaſt next be- 
fore the month of September, yearly and every 
year, to iſſue forth precepts or warrants, under 
their reſpeQive hands and ſeals, to the reſpe&Qive 
conſtables of the ſeveral towns within the faid 


reſpective counties, requiring them and every 0 
them, 
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them, to make ſuch return of perſons qualified 
to ſerve upon juries as hereby reſpectively direct- 
ed; and every conſtable failing at any time to 
make and deliver ſuch return to the juſtices in 
open court, as aforeſaid, ſhall forfeit and incur 
the penalty of five pounds ſterling to his majeſty 
and his ſucceſſors; to be recovered by bill, plaint 
or information, to be proſecuted in any of the 
courts aforeſaid; and in order that the conſtables 
may be the better enabled to make complete liſts 
of all perſons qualified to ſerve on juries, the 
conſtables of the ſeveral towns ſhall have free li- 
berty, at all ſeaſonable times, upon requeſt by 
them made to any officer or officers, who ſhall 
have in his or their cuſtody any book or account 
of rates or taxes on the freehoders or inhabitants 
within ſuch reſpective towns, to inſpect the ſame, 
and take from thence the names of ſuch perſons 
qualified to ſerve on jurics, dwelling within the 
reſpective towns for which ſuch liſts are to be 
given in and returned purſuant to this act; and 
ſhall, in the month of September, yearly and 
every year, upon two or more Sundays, fix upon 
the door of the church, chapel, and every other 
publick place of religious worſhip within their 
reſpective precincts, a true and exact liſt of all 
ſuch perſons intended to be returned to the ſaid 
general ſeſſions of the peace, as qualified to ſerve 
on juries, purſuant to the directions of this act; 
and leave, at the ſame time, a duplicate of ſuch 
liſt with the town-clerk of the ſaid place, to be 
peruled by the freeholders and inhabitants there- 

of, 
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of, to the end, that notice may be given of per. 
ſons duly qualified who are omitted, or of perſons 
inſerted by miſtake who ought to be omitted out 
of ſuch liſts ; and it ſhall and may be lawful to 
and for the juſtices, at the general ſeſſions of the 
peace to which the ſaid liſts thall be fo returned, 
upon due proof made before them of any perſon 
or perſons duly qualified to ſerve on juries being 
omitted in ſuch liſts, or of any perſon or perſons 
being inſerted therein who ought to have been 
omitted, to order his or their name or names to 
be inſerted or {truck out, as the caſe may re- 
quire : and in caſe any conſtable ſhall wilfully 
omit, out of ſuch liſt, any perſon or perſons, 
whoſe name or names ought to be inſerted, or 
ſhall wilfully inſert any perſon or perſons who 
ought to be omitted, every conſtable ſo offend- 
ing, ſhall, for every perſon ſo omitted or inſerted 


in ſuch liſt, contrary to the true intent and mean- 


ing of this act, be fined by the ſaid juſtices, in 
the ſaid general ſeſſions of the peace, in the ſum 
of forty ſhillings ſterling. 


PrRoviDED always, and be it enacted by the 
authority aforeſaid, that in caſe default ſhall at 
any time hereafter be made, by any conſtable 
or conſtables, to return liſts of perſons qualified 
to ſerve on juries within any of the ſaid towns 
to the ſaid court of general ſeſſions of the peace; 
then, and in ſuch caſe, it ſhall and may be lau- 
ſul for the ſheriff of the county, in which fucl 


default ſhall he made, to ſummon and return ip 
the 


1 


the ſeveral courts aforeſaid, or any of them, ſuch 
and fo many perſons dwelling in ſuch towns, or 
the diſtricts thereof, qualified to ſerve on jurics, 
as he ſhall think fit, to ſerve on juries at ſuch re- 
ſpective courts; any thing herein contained to 
the contrary thereof in anywiſe notwithſtanding. 


Axp be it further enacted by the authority 
aforeſaid, that every ſummons of any perſon, to 
ſerve upon any of the juries at the ſaid courts, 
or any of them, ſhall be made by the ſheriff, or 
other perſon, ten days at leaſt before the holding 
of every ſuch court; and in caſe any juror, ſo 
to be ſummoned, be abſent from the uſual place 
of his habitation at the time of ſuch ſummons, 
notice of ſuch ſummons ſhall be given by leaving 
a note in writing, under the hand of ſuch ſhe- 
itt or perſon, containing the contents thereof, 


at the dwellinghouſe of ſuch juror, with ſome 
perſon inhabiting in the ſame. 


PROVIpED always, and be it further enacted 
by the authority aforeſaid, that in cafe a ſuſfi- 
cient number of perſons qualified to ſerve on 
juries ſhall not appear at the ſaid courts, or any 
ot them, to perform the ſervice of grand or petit- 
Jurors; that then, and in ſuch caſe, it ſhall be 
lawful for the ſaid court to ifſue a writ or precept 
to the ſheriff, requiring him to ſummon a ſuffi- 
cient number of other perſons qualified to ſerve 
on juries immediately at ſuch court; and ſuch 


perſons 
E e 
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perſons are hereby required to appear and ſerye 


as jurors at the ſaid courts accordingly. 


Axp be it further enacted by the authority 
aforeſaid, that no perſon who ſhall ſerve as a ju. 
ror, at any of the ſaid courts, ſhall be liable to 
ſerve again as a juror at the ſame court, or any 
other of the courts aforeſaid, for the ſpace of 
three years then next following, except upon 
ſpecial juries, 


AND, in order that ſheriffs may be informed 
of the perſons who have ſerved as jurors, it is 
hereby further enaQed by the authority aforeſaid, 
that every ſheriff ſhall prepare and keep a book 
or regiſter, wherein the names of all ſuch per- 


ſons who have ſerved as jurors, with their addi- 


tions and places of abode, and the times when, 
and the courts in which they ſerved, ſhall be al- 
phabetically entered and regiſtered, which books 
of regiſters ſhall, from time to time, be delivered 
over to the ſucceeding ſheriff of the ſaid county, 
within ten days after he ſhall enter upon his ot- 
fice ; and every juror who ſhall attend and ſerve 
at any of the courts aforeſaid, may, at the expi- 
ration of the time of holding every ſuch court, 


upon application to the ſheriff or his deputy, 


have a certificate, immediately, gratis, from the 


ſheriff or his deputy, teſtifying ſuch his attend- 
ance and ſervice ; which ſaid certificate the faid 


| ſheriff, or his deputy, is required to give to every 


ſuch juror. 
AND 
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Axp be it further enacted by the authority 
aforeſaid, that if, by reaſon of challenges or 
otherwiſe, there ſhall not be a ſuſficient number 
of jurors for the trial of any proſccution for any 
miſdemeanor, or any action depending in any of 
the ſaid courts; then, and in ſuch caſe, the jury 
ſhall be filled up de Talibus Circumſtantibus, to 
be returned by the ſheriff, unleſs he be a party, 
or intereſted, or related to any party or perſon 
intereſted in ſuch proſecution or action; and, in 
any of which caſes, to be returned by the coro- 
ner, unleſs he be a party, or intereſted or related 
to any party or perſon intereſted in ſuch proſecu- 
tion or action; and, in any of theſe caſes, to be 
returned by a proper and indifferent perſon, to 
be appointed by the court for that purpoſe. 


Ap be it further enacted by the authority 
aforeſaid, that in caſe any perſon ſummoned to 
ſerve upon the grand or petit. jury, at any of the 
courts aforeſaid, or upon the jury in any proſe— 
cution, action or ſuit, depending in any of the 
faid courts, ſhall not appear and ſerve at the ſaid 
courts, according to the ſaid ſummons, (not having 
any reaſonable excuſe, to be allowed by the judges 
or juſtices at ſuch court) he {hall be fined by the 
judges or juſtices of ſuch court in any ſum not 
exceeding the ſum of ten pounds, nor leis than 
twenty ſhillings ſterling. 


ANp be it further enacted by the authority 
aforeſaid, that every ſheriff, or other oſſicer, to 
whom 
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whom the Venire Facias, or other proceſs or war. 
rant, for the trial of cauſes, or ſummoning of 
juries, {hall be directed, ſhall; upon his return to 
every ſuch writ, or other proceſs or warrant, 
(unleſs in cales where a ſpecial jury ſhall be 
{truck by order or rule of court, purſuant to this 
act) annex a pannel to the ſaid writ, or proceſs, 
or warrant, containing the chriſtian and ſut— 
names, additions and places of abode, of a com— 
perent number of jurors, named in ſuch liſts, 
which number of jurors thall not be leſs than 
twenty-four, nor more than forty-eight, without 


direction of the judges or juſtices of ſuch court 


or ſeſſion, or one of them, who are hereby re. 
ſpectively empowered and required, if he or they 
ſee cauſe, by order, under his or their relpec- 
tive hand or hands, to direct a greater number; 
and then ſuch number as ſhall be ſo directed ſhall 


be the number to be returned to ſerve on ſuch 


jury. 


Ap be it further enacted by the authority 
aforeſaid, that for the trials of all actions or ſuits 
depending in any of the ſaid courts, the name of 
each and every perſon who ſhall be ſummoned 
and returned as aforeſaid, with his addition, and 
the place of his abode, ſhall be written in leve- 
ral and diſtinct pieces of parchment or paper, 
being all as near as may be of equal ſize and 
bigneſs, and ſhall be delivered unto the officer t0 
be appointed by the court for that purpoſe, by the 
ſheriff, under-{heriff, or ſome agent of his; an 


ſhall, 


( 


mall, by direction and care of ſuch officer, be 
rolled up all as near as may be, in the ſame man- 
ner, and put together in a box or glaſs, to be 
provided for that purpoſe ; and when any cauſe 
{hall be brought on to be tried, ſome indifferent 
perſon, by direction of the court, may and ſhall, 
in open court, draw out twelve of the faid parch- 
ments or papers, one after another, and if any 
of the perſons, whoſe names ſhall be fo drawn, 
ſhall not appear, or ſhall be challenged, and ſuch 
challenge allowed, then ſuch perſon ſhall pro- 
ceed to draw other parchments or papers from 
the faid box, till twelve indifferent perſons ſhall 
be drawn; which twelve indifferent perſons, be- 
ing worn, ſhall be the jury to try the ſaid cauſe: 
and the names of the perſons ſo drawn and {worn 
ſhall be Kept apart by themſelves, in ſome other 
box or glaſs, to be kept for that purpoſe, till 
ſuch jury ſhall have given in their verdict, and 
the ſame is recorded, or until ſuch jury ſhall, by 
conſent of the parties, or leave of the court, be 
diſcharged ; and then the ſame names ſhall be 
rolled up again, and returned to the former box 
or glaſs, there to be kept, with the other names 
remaining at that time undrawn, and ſo toties 


quoties, as long as any cauſe remains then to be 
tried, 


Axp be it further enacted by the authority 
atorefaid, that it ſhall and may be lawful to and 
tor the ſuperior court of aflize, and court of 
common: pleas, upon motion made on behalt of 

his 


Ke 


his majeſty, his heirs or ſucceſſors, or on the mo- 
tion of any proſecutor or detendant, in any in. 
dictment or information for any miſdemeanor 
depending, or to be brought or proſecuted in 
the ſaid court, or on the motion of any plaintiff 
or plaintiffs, defendant or defendants in any aQi. 
on, cauſe or ſuit whatſoever, depending, or to be 
brought and carried on 1n the ſaid court, and the 
ſaid court is hereby authorized and required, 
upon motion as aforeſaid, in any of the caſes be. 
fore- mentioned, to order and appoint a jury to be 
ſtruck for the trial of any iſſue, joined in any 
of the ſaid caſes, and triable by a jury of twelve 
men, by ſuch officer of the ſaid court, as the 
court ſhall appoint; and for that purpoſe the 
ſheriff, or his deputy, ſhall attend ſuch officer 
with the duplicate of the liſts of perſons qualified 
to ſerve on juries; and ſuch officer ſhall there- 


upon take down, in writing, from the ſaid dupli- | 


cate, the names of forty- eight perſons qualified to 
ſerve on juries, with their additions, and places 
of abode, a copy whereof ſhall forthwith be de- 
livered to the proſecutors or plaintiffs, their at- 
tornies or agents, and another copy thereof to 
the defendants, their attornies or agents, in ſuch 
proſecutions and cauſes ; and the ſaid officer of 
the court aforeſaid ſhall, at a time to be fixed 
by him for that purpoſe, ſtrike out the names of 
twelve of the ſaid perſons, at the nomination of 
the proſecutors or plaintiffs, their attornies or 
agents, and alſo the names of twelve others of 


the ſaid perſons, at the nomination of the faid 
defendants 
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Jefendants in ſuch proſecutions and fuits, and 
the twenty- four remaining perſons ſhall be ſtruck 
and ſummoned, and returned to the ſaid court as 
jurors, for the trial of ſuch iſſues. 


PROVIDED always, that in caſe the proſecu— 
tors or plaintiffs, or defendants, their attornies 
or agents, ſhall negleQ or refuſe to attend the 
officer at the time fixed for ſtriking the names of 
twenty-four perſons as aforeſaid, or nominate the 
perſons to be ſtruck out; then, and in ſuch cafe, 
the ſaid officer ſhall, and he is hereby required 
to ſtrike out the names of ſuch number of the 
faid perſons as ſuch proſecutors or plaintifts, or 
defendants, might have nominated to be {ſtruck 
out, 


Axp be it further enacted, that the perſon or 
party who ſhall apply for ſuch ſpecial jury as 
atoreſaid, thall not only bear and pay the fees for 
ſtriking ſuch jury, but ſhall alſo pay and diſcharge 
all the expences occaſioned by the trial of the 
caule by ſuch ſpecial jury, and ſhall not have any 
turther or other allowance for the ſame, upon 
taxation of coſts, than ſuch perſon or party would 
be entitled unto, in caſe the cauſe had been 
tried by a common jury, unleſs the judge, before 
whom the cauſe is tried, ſhall, immediately after 
the trial, certify, in open court, under his hand, 
upon the back of the record, that the ſame was 
a caule proper to be tried by a ſpecial jury. 


AND 
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Awp be it further enacted by the authority 
aforeſaid, that in all actions brought in any of 
the ſaid courts, where it ſhall appear to the court 
in which ſuch actions are depending, that it will 
be proper and neceſſary that the jurors who are 
to try the iſſues in any ſuch actions, ſhould have 
the view of the meſſuages, lands or place in queſ. 
tion, in order to their better underſtanding the 
evidence that will be given upon the trial of 
ſuch iſſues, in every ſuch caſe the reſpectixe 
courts in which ſuch actions ſhall be depending 
may order the jury to the place in queſtion, who 
then. and there ſhall have the matters in queſtion 
ſhewn them by two perſons to be appointed by 
the court : and the ſpecial coſts of all ſuch wiews 
as allowed by the court, ſhall, before the trial, be 
paid by the party who moved for the view, (the 


adverſe party not conſenting thereto ;) and ſhall, 
at the taxation of the bill of coſts, have the 
ſame allowed him, upon his recovering judg- 
ment in ſuch trial; and upon all views with the 
conſent of parties, ordered by the court, ſhall, be. 
fore trial, be equally paid by the ſaid parties ; and 
in the taxation of the bill of coſts, the party reco- 
vering judgment ſhall have the ſum by him paid 
allowed to him; any law, uſage or cuſtom, to the 
contrary notwithſtanding, 


AxD be it further enacted by the authority 
aforeſaid, that if any action ſhall be brought 
againſt any ſheriff, for what he ſhall do in exect- 
tion, or by virtue, of this act, he may plead the 

CEncre: 


11 


general iſſue, and give the ſpecial matter in evi- 
dence; and if a verdict ſhall be found for him, 
he ſhall recover treble coſts. 


rens 


In act for the impartial adminiſtration of juſtice in 
the caſes of perſons queſtioned for any acts done 
by them in the execution of the law, or for the 
ſuppreſſion of riots and tumults, in the province 


of the Maſſachuſetts- Bay, in New-England. 


HEREAS in his majeſty's province of 

Maflachuſetts-Bay, in New-England, an 
attempt hath lately been made to throw off the au- 
thority of the parliament of Great-Britain over the 
ſaid province, and an actual and avowed reſiſtance, 
by open force, to the execution of certain acts of 
parliament, hath been ſuffered to take place, un- 
controled and unpuniſhed, in defiance of his ma- 
jelty's authority, and to the utter ſubverſion of all 
lawful government: and whereas, in the preſent 
diſordered ſtate of the ſaid province, it is of the 
utmoſt importance to the general welfare thereof, 
and to the re-eſtabliſhment of lawful authority 
throughout the ſame, that neither the magiſtrates 
acting in ſupport of the laws, nor any of his ma- 
ſclty's ſubjects aiding and aſſiſting them therein, 
or in the ſuppreſſion of riots and tumults, raiſed 
m oppoſition to the execution of the laws and 
ſtatutes of this realm, ſhould be diſcouraged from 
Ft the 
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the proper diſcharge of their duty, by an appre. 
henſion, that in caſe of their being queſtioned for 
any acts done therein, they may be liable to be 
brought to trial for the ſame before perſons who 
do not acknowledge the validity of the laws, in 
the execution whereof, or the authority of the 
magiſtrate in the ſupport of whom, ſuch aQs had 
been done: in order therefore to remove every 
ſuch diſcouragement from the minds of his ma- 
jeſty's ſubjects, and to induce them, upon all pro- 
per occaſions, to exert themſelves in ſupport of 
the publick peace of the province, and of the 
authority of the King and parliament of Great. 
Britain over the ſame; Be it enaQted by the 
King's moſt excellent majeſty, by and with the 
advice and conſent of the lords ſpiritual and tem- 
poral, and commons, in this preſent parliament 
aſſembled, and by the authority of the ſame, that 
if any inquiſition or indictment ſhall be found, or 
if any appeal ſhall be ſued or preferred againſt 
any perſon, for murder or other capital offence, 
in the province of the Maſſachuſetts-Bay, and it | 
ſhall appear, by information given upon oath to 
the governor, or in his abſence, to the lieutenant- 
governor of the ſaid province, that the fact was 
committed by the perſon againſt whom ſuch 1n- 


quiſition or indictment ſhall be found, or againl 


whom ſuch appeal ſhall be ſued or preferred, 2 


aforeſaid, either in the execution of his duty 284 


magiſtrate, for the ſuppreſſion of riots, or in the 
ſupport of the laws of the revenue, or in acting 
in his duty as an officer of revenue, or in acting 

| under 


( 


under the direction and order of any magiſtrate 
for the ſuppreſſion of riots, or for carrying into 
effect the laws of revenue, or in aiding and aſſiſt- 
ing in any of the caſes aforeſaid; and if it ſhall 
alſo appear, to the ſatisfaction of the ſaid gover- 
nor, or lieutenant-governor reſpectively, that an 
indifferent trial cannot be had within the ſaid 
province, in that caſe, it ſhall and may be Jawiul 
for the governor, or lieutenant-governor, to di- 
rect, with the advice and conſent of the council, 
that the inquiſition, indictment, or appeal, ſhall 
be tried in ſome other of his majeſty's colonies, 
or in Great- Britain; and for that purpoſe, to or- 
der the perſon againſt whom ſuch inquiſition or 
indictment ſhall be found, or againſt whom ſuch 
appeal ſhall be ſued or preferred, as aforeſaid, to 
be ſent, under ſufficient cuſtody, to the place ap- 
pointed for his trial, or to admit ſuch perſon to 
bail, taking a recognizance, (which the ſaid go- 
vernor, or, in his abſence, the lieutenant-gover- 
nor, is hereby authorized to take) from ſuch 
perſon, with ſufficient ſureties, to be approved of 
by the ſaid governor, or, in his abſence, the lieu- 
tenant-governor, in ſuch ſums of money as the 
laid governor, or, in his abſence, the lieutenant- 
governor, ſhall deem reaſonable, for the perſonal 
appearance of ſuch perſon, if the trial ſhall be ap- 
pointed to be had in any other colony, before the 
governor, or lieutenant-governor, or commander 
in chief of ſuch colony; and if the trial ſhall be 
appointed to be had in Great-Britain, then before 
his majeſty's court of king's bench, at a time to 
be 


1 


l be mentioned in ſuch recognizances ; and the an 
|. governor, or lieutenant-governor, or commander an 
in chief of the colony where ſuch trial ſhall be or 
if appointed to be had, or court of King's bench, th 
4 where the trial is appointed to be had in Great- au 
F Britain, upon the appearance of ſuch perſon, ac- wi 
| cording to ſuch recognizance, or in cuſtody, ſhall 
| either commit ſuch perſon, or admit him to bail, 
| | until ſuch trial ; and which the ſaid governor, or aft 
lieutenant-governor, or commander in chief, and {: 
| court of king's bench, are hereby authorized and his 
| empowered to do. ta 
| all 
| AND, to prevent a failure of juſtice, from the be 
4 want of evidence on the trial of any ſuch inqui- to 
„ ſition, indictment or appeal, be it further enacted, thi 
q that the governor, or, in his abſence, the lieute. ho 
q nant-governor, ſhall, and he is hereby authorized the 
5 and required to bind in recognizances to his 
majeſty all ſuch witneſſes as the proſecutor or per- 
ſon agaluſt whom ſuch inquiſition or indictment afc 
ſhall be found, or appeal ſued or preferred, ſhall of 
deſire to attend the trial of the ſaid inquiſition, for 
indictment or appeal, for their perſonal appear- Wi 
ance, at the time and place of ſuch trial, to give ſha 
evidence: and the ſaid governor, or, in his ab- co. 
ſence, the lieutenant-governor, ſhall thereupon Pet 
appoint a reaſonable ſum to be allowed for th ma 
expences of every ſuch witneſs, and thereupon ſur 
give to cach witneſs a certificate, in writing, bis 
under his hand and ſeal, that ſuch witneſs has der 
entered into a recognizance to give evidence, the 


and 
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and ſpecifying the ſum allowed for his expences, 
and the collector and collectors of the cuſtoms, 
or one of them, within the ſaid province, upon 
the delivery of ſuch certificate, are and is hereby 
authorized and required, forthwith to pay to ſuch 
witnels the ſum ſpecified therein for his expences. 


Axp be it further enacted by the authority 
aforeſaid, that all proſecutors and witneſſes, who 
ſhall be under recognizances to appear in any of 
his majeſty's colonies in America, or Great-Bri- 
tain, in purſuance of this act, ſhall be free from 
all arreſts and reſtraints, in any action or ſuit to 
be commenced againſt them during their going 
to ſuch colony, or coming to Great-Britain, and 
their neceſſary ſtay and abiding there, on occa- 
hon of ſuch profecution, and returning again to 
the ſaid province of the Maſſachuſctts-Bay. 


Axp be it further enacted by the authority 
aforeſaid, that all and every his majeſty's juſtices 
of the peace, and other juſtices and coroners, be- 
tore whom any perſon ſhall be brought, charged 
with murder, or other capital crime, where it 
hall appear by proof, on oath, to ſuch juſtices or 
coroners, that the fact was committed by ſuch 
perion either in the execution of his duty as a 
magiſtrate, for the ſuppreſſion of riots, or in the 
lupport of the laws of revenue, or in acting in 
his duty as an officer of revenue, or in acting un— 
der the direction and order of any magiſtrate, for 
the ſuppreſſion of riots, or for the carrying into 

„ eftect 


( 230 ) 


effect the laws of revenue, or in aiding and aſſiſt. 
ing in any of the caſes aforeſaid, are hereby au. 
thorized and required to admit every ſuch perſon 
ſo brought before him or them, as aforeſaid, to 
bail ; any law, cuſtom or uſage, to the contrary 
thereof in anywiſe notwithſtanding. 


Anp be it further enacted by the authority 
aforeſaid, that where it ſhall be made appear to 
the judges or juſtices of any court, within the 
ſaid province of Maſſachuſetts-Bay, by any perſon, 
againſt whom any inquiſition or indictment ſhall 
be found, or appeal ſued or preferred for murder, 
or other capital crime, that the fact was commit- 
ted by ſuch perſon, either in the execution of his 
duty as a magiſtrate, for the ſuppreſſion of riots, 
or in the ſupport of the laws of revenue, or in 
acting in his duty as an officer of revenues, or in 
acting under the direction and order of any ma- 
giſtrate, for the ſuppreſſion of riots, or for the 
carrying into effect the laws of revenue, or aid- 
ing and aſſiſting in any of the caſes aforeſaid, 
and that he intends to make application to the 
governor, or lieutenant-governor of the ſaid pro- 
vince, that ſuch inquiſition, indictment or appeal, 
[| may be tried in ſome other of his majeſty's colo- 
11 nies, or in Great - Britain, the ſaid judges or juſtices 
it are hereby authorized and required to adjourn or 
i poſtone the trial of ſuch inquiſition, indictment 
1 or appeal, for a reaſonable time, and admit the 
if perſon to bail, in order that he may make appli 
cation to the governor, or lieutenant-governot, 
for the purpoſe aforeſaid. AN? 
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Anp be it further enacted, that the governor, 
or, in his abſence, the lieutenant-governor, if 
he ſhall direct the trial to be had in any other of 
his majeſty's colonies, ſhall tranſmit the inquiſiti- 
on, indictment or appeal, together with the re- 
cognizances of the witneſſes, and other recogni- 
zances, under the ſeal of the province, to the 
governor, or lieutenant-governor, or commander 
in chief of ſuch other colony, who ſhall immedi- 
ately iſſue a commiſſion of oyer and terminer, 
and deliver, or cauſe to be delivered, the ſaid in- 
quiſition, indictment or appeal, with the ſaid 
recognizances, to the chief-juſtice, and ſuch other 
perſons as have uſually been commiſſioners of oyer 
and terminer, juſtices of aſſize, or general gaol- 
delivery there ; who ſhall have power to proceed 
upon the ſaid inquiſition, indictment or appeal, 
as if the ſame had been returned, found, or pre- 
terred before them; and the trial ſhall thereupon 


he proceed in like manner, to all intents and pur- 
d. poſes, as if the offence had been committed in 
id, ſuch place: and in caſe the governor, or, in his 
he abſence, the lieutenant-governor, ſhall direct the 
r0- trial to be had in Great-Britain, he ſhall then 
al, tranſmit the inquiſition, indictment or appeal, to- 
Jo- gether with the recognizances of the witneſſes, 
ces and other recognizances, under the ſeal of the 
or province, to one of his majeſty's principal ſecre- 
ent taries of ſtate, who ſhall deliver, or cauſe to be 
the delivered, the ſame, to the maſter ef the erown- 
pli- office, to be filed of record in the court of king”s- 
nor, bench, and the inquiſition, inditment or appeal, 


ſhall 
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ſhall be tried and proceeded upon, in the next 
term, or at ſuch other time as the court ſhall ay. 
point, at the bar of the court of king's-bench, in 
the like manner, to all intents and purpoſes, as 
if the offence had been committed in the county 
of Middleſex, or in any other county of that part 
of Great-Britain, called England, where the court 
of king's-bench ſhall fit, or elſe before ſuch 
commiſſioners, and in ſuch county, in that part 
of Great-Britain, called England, as ſhall be 
aſſigned by the King's majeſty's commiſſion, in 
like manner and form, to all intents and purpoſes, 
as if ſuch offence had been committed in the 
ſame county where ſuch inquiſition, indictment 
or appeal, ſhall be ſo tried. 


Ap be it enacted by the authority aforeſaid, 
that in caſe, on account of any error or defect 
in any indictment, which, in virtue or under the 
authority of this act, ſhall be tranſmitted to any 
other colony, or to Great-Britain, the ſame ſhall 
| be quaſhed, or judgment thereon arreſted, or 

ſuch indictment adjudged bad upon demurrer, it 

ſhall and may be lawful to prefer a new indidt- 

ment or indictments againſt a perſon or perlons 
1 accuſed in the ſaid colony, to which ſuch indict- 
1 ment, ſo quaſhed or adjudged bad, ſhall have 
| been tranſmitted, or before the grand jury of 
11 any county in Great-Britain, in caſe ſuch formet 
i" indictment ſhall have been tranſmitted to Great- 
Britain, in the ſame manner as could be done il 


caſe the party accuſed ſhould return to the place 
where 
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where the offence was committed; and the grand- 
jury and petit-jury of ſuch other colony or coun- 
ty in Great-Britam ſhall have power to find and 
proceed upon ſuch indictment or indiftinents, in 
the ſame manner as if the offence, by ſuch in- 
ditment or indictments charged, had been com- 
mitted within the limits of the colony or county 
for which ſuch jurics ſhall reſpectively be impan- 
nelled to ſerve. 


Axp be it further enacted by the authority 
aforeſaid, that this act, and every clauſe, proviſi- 
on, regulation, matter and thing, herein contain- 
ed, ſhall commence and take effect upon the firſt 
day of Tune, one thouſand ſeven hundred and 
ſeventy-four 3 and be and continue in force, for 
and during the term of three years. 


NA N N PAGE 23. 


FRI DAV, October 14, 1774. 


Tye Congreſs met according to adjournment, 
and reſuming the conſideration of the ſubject 


under debate—made the following declaration 
and reſolves : 


'HEREAS, ſince the cloſe of the laſt 

war, the Britiſh parliament claiming a 
power, ok right, to bind the people of America 
by ſtatutes, in all caſes whatſoever, hath in ſome 
G g acts 
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acts expreſsly impoſed taxes on them, and in 
others, under various pretences, but in fact for 
the purpoſe of raifing a revenue, hath impoſeq 
rates and duties payable in theſe colonies, eſta. 
bliſhed a board of commiſhoners with unconſti. 
tutional powers, and extended the juriſdiction of 
courts of admiralty, not only for collecting the 
ſaid duties, but for the trial of cauſes merely ail. 
ing within the body of a county. 


Ap whereas, in conſequence of other ſtatutes, 


judges, who before held only eſtates at will in 


their offices, have been made dependant on the 
crown alone for their falaries, and: ſtanding ar. 
mies kept, in times of peace: and whereas it 
has lately been reſolved in parliament, that by 
force of a ſtatute, made in the thirty-fifth year 
of the reign of King Henry the eighth, coloniſts 
may be tranſported to England and tried there 
upon accuſations for treaſons and miſpriſions, ot 


concealments of treaſons committed in the colo- 


nies ; and, by a late ſtatute, ſuch trials have been 
directed in cafes therein mentioned. 


Ap whereas in the laſt ſeſſion of parliament, 
three ſtatutes were made; one entitled, An at 
«to diſcontinue in ſuch manner, and for fuch 
© time as are therein mentioned, the landing and 
« diſcharging, lading or ſhipping of goods, ware 
and merchandize, at the town, and within the 
harbour of Boſton, in the province of Maſſachu- 
« fetts-Bay, in North- America:“ another * 
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© An act for the better regulating the government 
© of the province of the Maſſachuſetts-Bay, in 
« New-England :* and another entitled, An act 
© for the impartial admmiſtration of juſtice, in 
the caſes of perſons queſtioned for any act done 
« by them in the execution of the law, or for the 
« ſuppreſſion of riots and tumults, in the province 
© of the Maſſachuſetts-Bay, in New-England:“ 
and another ſtatute was then made, for making 
© more effeQual proviſion for the government of 
the province of Quebec, &c. All which ſta- 
tutes are impolitick, unjuſt and cruel, as well as 
unconſtitutional, and moſt dangerous and de- 
ſtrudtive of American rights. 


Axp whereas aſſemblies have beea frequently 
diſſolved, contrary to the rights of the people, 
when they attempted to deliberate on grievances; 
and their dutiful, humble, loyal and reaſonable 
petitions to the crown for redreſs, have been re- 
peatedly treated with contempt by his majeſty's 
miniſters of ſtate. | 


Tur good people of the ſeveral colonies of 
New-Hampſhire, Maſſachuſetts-Bay, Rhode-Ifland 
and Providence Plantations, Connecticut, New- 
York, New-Jerſey, Pennſylvania, New-Caſtle, Kent 
and Suſſex on Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, 
North-Carolina and South-Carolina, juſtly alarm- 
© at theſe arbitrary proceedings of parliament 
ad adminiſtration, have ſeverally elected, conſti- 
tuted and appointed deputies to meet and ſit in 

| general 
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general ,Congze(s in the city ob Philadelphia, in 
order to obtain ſuch eſtabliſhment, as; that! their 
religion, laws and liberties, may not bejſubverted: 
whereupon the deputies, ſo appointed, being now 
aſſembled, in a full and free repreſentation of 
theſe colonies, taking into their moſt ſerious 
conſideration the beſt means of attaining the 
ends aforeſaid, do, in the firſt place, as, Engliſh. 
men, their anceſtors, in like caſes have uſually 
done, for aſſerting and vindicating their rights 


and hbertics, DECLARE, 8 


Tuna the inhabitants of the Engliſh colonies 
in North-America, by the immutable laws of 
nature, the principles of the Engliſh conſtitution, 
and the ſeveral charters or compaQs, have the 
following rights ; p 


RESOLVED, nem. con. 1. That they are en- 
titled to life, liberty and property: and they have 
never ceded to any ſovereign power whatever, a 
right to diſpoſe of either without their conſent. 
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REsolLvEp, nem. con. 2. That our anceſtors, 
who firſt ſettled theſe colonies, were at the time 
of their emigration from the mother-country, en- 
titled to all the rights, liberties, and immunities 
of free and natural-born ſubje&s, within the 
realm of England. 


RESOLVED, nem. con. 3. That by ſuch em 


gration they by no means forfeited, {urrendered, 
or 


j 
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or lolt any of thoſe rights, but that they were, 
and their deſcendants now are, entitled to the 
exerciſe and enjoyment of all fuch of them, as 
their local and other circumſtances enable them 
to exerciſe and enjoy. l * 


RESOLVED, 4. That the foundation of Eng- 
liſh liberty, and of all free government, is a right 
in the people to participate in their legiſlative- 
council: and as the Engliſh coloniſts are not re- 
preſented, and from their local and other circum- 

ſtances cannot properly be repreſented in the 
Britiſh parliament, they are entitled to a free and 
excluſive power of legiſlation in their ſeveral 
provincial legiſlatures, where their right of re- 
preſentation can alone be preſerved, in all cafes” 
of taxation and internal polity, ſubject only to 
the negative of their ſovereign, in ſuch manner 
3s has been heretofore uſed and accuſtomed : 

but, from the neceſſity of the caſe, and a regard 
to the mutual intereſts of both countries, 'we 
cheerfully conſent to the operation of fuch acts 
ot the Britiſh parliament, as are bona fide, re- 
trained to the regulation of our external com- 
merce, for the purpoſe of ſecuring the commer- 
cial advantages of the whole empire to the mo- 
ther- country, and the commercial benefits of its 
reſpective members, excluding every idea of taxa- 
tion internal or external, for raiſing a revenue 
on the ſubjects in America without their conſent. 


RESOLVED, nem. con. 5. That the reſpective 
colonics 


at the time of their colonization; and which they 
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colonies are entitled to the common law of Eng. 
land, and more eſpecially to the great and ineſti. 
mable privilege of being tried by their peers of 
the vicinage, according to the courſe of that 
law. 


RESsOLVED, 6. That they are entitled to the 
benefit of ſuch of the Engliſh ſtatutes, as exiſted 


have, by experience, reſpectively found to be 
applicable to their ſeveral local and other circum- 
ſtances. 


RESOLVED, nem. con. 7. That theſe, his Ma- 
jeſty's, colonies are likewiſe entitled to all the 
immunities and privileges granted and confirmed 
to them by royal charters, or ſecured by their 
ſeveral codes of provincial laws. 


| REsoLVED, nem. con. 8. That they have 
right peaceably to aſſemble, conſider of their 
grievances, and petition the King ; and that al 
proſecutions, prohibitory proclamations, and com- 
mitments for the ſame, are illegal. 


RESOLVED, nem. con. 9. That the keeping 
ſtanding army in theſe colonies, in times of peace, 
without the conſent of the legiſlature of that 
colony in which ſuch army is kept, is again 
law. * i | 


RESsoLVED, nem. com. 10. It is indiſpenſib ) 
neceſlar] 
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neceſſary to good government, and rendered: eſ- 
ſential by the Engliſh conititution, that the con- 
ſtituent branches of the legiſlature be independent 
of each other; that, therefore, the exerciſe of 
legiſlative power in ſeveral colonies, by a council 
appointed, during pleaſure, by the crown, is un- 
conſtitutional, dangerous, and deſtructive to the 
freedom of American legiſlation. 


ALL and each of which the aforeſaid deputies, 
in behalf of themſelves, and their conſtituents, 
do claim, demand and infiſt on, as their indu- 
bitable rights and liberties ; which cannot be 
| legally taken from them, altered or abridged by 
any power whatever, without their own con- 
ſent, by their repreſentatives in their ſeveral 
provincial legiſlatures. 1.9 


In the courſe of our inquiry, we find many 


e inftingements and violations of the foregoing 
* rights; which, from an ardent deſire that har- 
tal mony and mutual intercourſe of affection and 
m- 


intereſt may be reſtored, we paſs over for the 
preſent, and proceed to ſtate ſuch acts and 
meaſures as have been adopted ſince the laſt war, 


which demonſtrate a ſyſtem formed to enſlave 
America. 


RESOLVED, nem. con. That the following 
acts of parliament are infringements and viola- 
ons of the rights of the coloniſts ; and that the 
repeal of them is eſſentially neceſſary, in order 
| to 
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to reſtore harmony between Great-Britain ang 
the American colonies, viz. 


Tae ſeveral acts of 4 Geo. III. ch. 15. and 
ch. 34.—5 Geo. III. ch. 25.—6 Geo. III. ch. 
52.—7 Geo. III. ch. 41. and ch. 46.—8 Geo. 
HI. ch. 22. which impoſe duties for the purpoſe 
of raiſing a revenue in America, extend the 
power of the admiralty-courts beyond their an- 
cient limits, deprive the American ſubject of 
trial by jury, authorize the judges certificate to 
indemnify the proſecutor from damages, that 


he might otherwiſe be liable to, requiring op- 


preſſive ſecurity from a claimant of ſhips and 


goods ſeized, before he ſhall be allowed to defend 


his property, and are ſubverſive of American 
rights. 


ALso 12 Geo. III. ch. 24. entitled, An at 
for the better ſecuring his majeſty's dock. yards, 
magazines, ſhips, ammunition and ſtores,” which 
declares a new offence in America, and deprive 


the American ſubject of a conſtitutional trial by 


jury of the vicinage, by authorizing the trial of 
any perſon charged with the committing any ol. 
fence deſcribed in the ſaid act out of the realm, 


to be indicted and tried for the ſame in any ſhire 


or county within the realm. 


ALso the three acts paſſed in the laſt ſeſſon 
of parliament, for ſtopping the port and blocking 


up the harbour of Boſton, for altering the — 
an 
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and government. of Maſſachuſctts-Bay, and that 
which is entitled, An act for the better admi- 
© niſtration of 3 &C. 


— 


ALso tho at paſſed in the ſame ſeſſion for 
eſtabliſhing the Roman Catholick religion in the 
province of Quebec, aboliſhing the equitable 
ſyſtem of Engliſh laws, and erecting a tyranny 
there, to the great danger, (from ſo total a diſ- 
imilarity of religion, law and government) of 
the neighbouring Britiſh colonies, by the aſũſt- 
ance of whoſe blood and treaſure the ſaid country 
was conquered from France. 

"is the act paſſed i in the ſame ſeſſion for the 
better providing ſuitable quarters for officers and 
ſoldiers in his majeſty's ſervice in North-America. 
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Also, that the keeping a ſtanding army in ſe- 
veral of rheſe colonies, in time of peace, without 
the conſent of the legiſlature of that colony in 
which ſuch army is kept, is againſt Jaw. 


To theſe grievous acts and meaſures Ameri- 


of. cans cannot ſubmit, but in hopes their fellow- 
m lubjects in Great- Britain will, on a reviſion of 
bite them, reſtore us to that ſtate, in which both 

countries found happineſs and proſperity, we 

have for the preſent only ey to purſue the 
800 following peaceable meaſures: To enter into 
bing a non. importation, non- conſumption, and non- 


exportation, agreement or aſſociation. 2. To 
H h Prepare 


1 


prepare an addreſs to the people of Great. Britain, 
and a memorial to the inhabitants of Britiſh 
America. And, 3. To prepare a loyal addreſs to 
his majeſty ; agreeable to reſolutions already 
entered into. | 


NOTE V. 4. 


To the KIN G's moſt excellent MajzsTr. 
MosT GRACIOUS SOVEREIGN, 


E, your majeſty's faithful ſubjects of the 
colonies of New-Hampſhire, Maſſachu- 
ſetts-Bay, Rhode-Ifland and Providence Plantati. 
ons, Connecticut, New-York, New-Jerſey, Penn- 
ſylvania, the counties of New-Caſtle, Kent and 
Suſſex on Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North- 
Carolina and South-Carolina, in behalf of our- 
ſelves and the inhabitants of theſe colonies, who 
have deputed us to repreſent them in general 
Congreſs, by this our humble petition, beg leave | 
to lay our grievances before the throne. 


A STANDING army has been kept in theſe co- 
lonies ever ſince the concluſion of the late war, 
without the conſent of our afſemblies ; and this 
army, with a conſiderable naval armament, has 
been employed to enforce the collection of taxes. 


Tas authority of the commander in chief, and 


under him of the brigadiers-general has, in time 
| : 


. 
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of peace, been rendered ſupreme in all the civil 
governments in America. 


Tutz commander in chief of all your maje- 
ſty's forces in North-America has, in time of 
peace, been appointed governor ot a colony. 


Tax charges of uſual offices have been greatly 
increaled ; and new, expenſive and 3 
offices have been multiplied. 


Tux judges of admiralty and vice-admiralty- 
courts are empowered to receive their ſalaries 
and fees from the effects condemned by them- 
ſelves. 


Tax officers of the cuſtoms are empowered 
to break open and enter houfes without the au- 


thority of any civil magiſtrate founded on legal 
inkormation. 


Tux judges of courts of common law have 
been made entirely dependant on one part of 


the legiſlature for their ſalaries, as well as for the 
duration of their commiſſions. 


CounSELLORS holding their commiſſions dur— 
ing pleaſure exerciſe legiſlative authority. 


HumBLE and reaſonable petitions from the 
repreſentatives of the people have been fruitleſs. 
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Tus agents/of the people have been diſeonn. 
tenanced, and governors have been inſtructed to 
preveny the nd of their ſalaries. 


CO 


AssEMBLIES have been repeatedly and 1 injuri 
ouſly diflolved. 


CoMMERCE has been burdened with many 
uſeleſs and oppreſſive reſtrictions. 


By ſeveral acts of parliament made in the 


fourth, fifth, ſixth, ſeventh and eighth years of 


your majeſty's reign, duties are impoſed on us, 
for the purpoſe of raiſing a revenue; and the 
powers of admiralty and vice-admiralty-courts 
are extended beyond their ancient limits, where. 
by our property. is taken from us without our 
conſent, the trial by jury in many civil caſes 1 
aboliſhed, enormous forfeitures are incurred for 
Sight offences, vexatious informers are exempted 
from paying damages, to which they are juſtly 
liable, and oppreſſive ſecurity is required {rom 
owners before they are alowed to defend cher 
right. | 


BoTH houſes of parliament have reſolved, that 
coloniſts may be tried in England for offences 
alleged to have been committed in America b) 
virtue of a ſtatute paſſed in the thirty-fifth year 
ot Henry the eighth ; and in conſequence thereof 
attempts have been made to enforce that ſtatute. 


"Ss 


A STATUTE 
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A STATUTE was paſſed in the) 4welfth: year of 
your majeſty's reign, directing, that perſons 
charged with committing any offence therein 
deſcribed, in any place out of the realm, may be 
indicted and tried for the ſame, in any ſhire or 
county within the realm, whereby inhabitants of 
theſe colonies may, in ſundry caſes by that ſta- 


tute made capital, be deprived of a trial by their 
peers of the vicinage. 1 


Ix the laſt ſeſſion of parliament, an act was 


of paſſed for blocking up the harbour of Boſton; 
85 another empowering the governor of the Maſſa- 
ie chuſetts-Bay to ſend perſons indicted for murder 


in that province to another colony, or even to 
Great-Britain for trial, whereby ſuch oftenders 
may eſcape legal puniſhment ; a third tor altering. 
the chartered conſtitution of government in that 
province; and a fourth for extending the limits 
of Quebec, aboliſhing the Engliſh and reſtoring 
the French laws, whereby great numbers of Bri- 
iſh freemen are ſubjected to the latter, and eſta- 
bliſhing an abſolute government and the Roman 
Catholic religion throughout thoſe valt regions, 
that border on the weſterly and northerly bounda- 
nes of the free, proteſtant, Engliſh ſettlements ; 


ces and a fifth for the better providing ſuitable quar- 
by ters lor officers and ſoldiers in his majeſty's ſer- 
. ice in North-America. 

£0 


To a lovereign who glories in the name of 
Triton; the bare recital of theſe acts muſt, we 
preſume, 
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THe agents of the people have been diſconn. 
tenanced, and governors have been inſtructed to 


prevent the payment of their ſalaries. 
AssEMBLIES have been repeatedly and injuri- 
ouſly diſſolved. | © 
CoMMERCE has been burdened with many - 
uſeleſs and oppreſſive reſtrictions. 8 
By ſeveral acts of parliament made in the 
fourth, fifth, ſixth, ſeventh and eighth years of pa 
your majeſty's reign, duties are impoſed on us, ant 
for the purpoſe of raiſing a revenue; and the chi 
powers of admiralty and vice-admiralty-courts in 
are extended beyond their ancient limits, where. Gr. 
by our property is taken from us without our _ 
conſent, the trial by jury in many civil caſes is the 
aboliſhed, enormous forfeitures are incurred for pro 
fight offences, vexatious informers are exempted of 
from paying damages, to which they are juſtly the 
liable, and oppreſſive ſecurity is required from tiſh 
owners before they are allowed to defend their bliſh 
right. | n Cath 
| 2 that 

Born houſes of parliament have reſolved, that ties 
coloniſts may be tried in England for offences and: 
alleged to have been committed in America by ters! 
virtue of a ſtatute paſſed in the thirty: fifth . year vice 


ot Henry the eighth; and in conſequence thereof 
ttempts have been made to enforce that ſtatute. 


A STATUTE 
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A STATUTE was paſſed in the! twelfth: year of 


your majeſty's reign, directing, that perſons 


charged with committing any offence therein 
deſcribed, in any place out of the realm, may be 
indicted and tried for the ſame, in any ſhire/ or 


county within the realm, whereby inhabitants of 


theſe colonies may, in ſundry caſes by that ſta- 


tute made capital, be deprived of a trial by their 
peers of the vicinage. 1 


In the laſt ſeſſion of parliament, an act was 
paſſed for blocking up the harbour of Boſton; 
another empowering the governor of the Maſſa. 
chuſetts-Bay to ſend perſons indicted for murder 
in that province to another colony, or even to 
Great-Britain for trial, whereby ſuch oftenders 


may eſcape legal puniſhment ; a third tor altering. 


the chartered conſtitution of government in that 
province; and a fourth for extending the limits 
of Quebec, aboliſhing the Engliſh and reſtoring 
the French laws, whereby great numbers of Bri- 
iſh freemen are ſubjected to the latter, and eſta- 
bliſning an abſolute government and the Roman 
Catholic religion throughout thoſe vaſt regions, 
that border on the weſterly and northerly bounda- 
ties of the free, proteſtant, Engliſh ſettlements ; 


and a fifth for the better providing ſuitable quar- 


ters for officers and ſoldiers in his majeſty's ſer- 
vice in North-America. 


To a ſovereign who glories in the name of 
Briton ; the bare recital of theſe acts muſt, we 
preſume, 
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preſume, juſtify the loyal ſubjects, who fly to the 
foot of his throne, and implore his clemency for 
protection againſt them. 


From this deſtruQive ſyſtem of colony. admi- 
niſtration, adopted ſince the concluſion of the 
laſt war, have flowed thoſe diſtreſſes, dangers, 


fears and jealouſies, that overwhelm your maje. 
ſty's dutiful coloniſts with affliction: and we dei; 
our moſt ſubtle and inveterate enemies to trace 
the unhappy differences between Great Britain 
and theſe colonies, from an earlier period, or 
from other cauſes than we have aſſigned. Had 
they proceeded on our part from a reſtleſs levity of 
temper, unjuſt impulſes of ambition, or artful ſug- 
geſtions of ſeditious perſons, we ſhould merit the 
opprobrious terms frequently beſtowed upon us 
by thoſe we revere. But ſo far from promoting 
innovations, we have only oppoſed them; and 
can be charged with no offence, unleſs it be one 
to receive injuries, and be ſenſible of them. 


Hap our Creator been pleaſed to give us ex- 
iſtence in a land of ſlavery, the ſenſe of our con- 
dition might have been mitigated by 1gnorance 
and habit. But thanks be to his adorable good- 
neſs, we were born the heirs of freedom, and 
ever enjoyed our right under the auſpices of your 
royal anceſtors, whoſe family was ſeated on the 
Britiſh throne, to reſcue and ſecure a pious and 
gallant nation from the popery and deſpotiſm of 


a ſuperſtitious and inexorable tyrant.” Your _ 
hk jet 


E 


jelly, we are confident, juſtly rejoices, that your 
title to the crown is thus founded on the title of 
your people to liberty; and therefore we doubt 
not but your royal wiſdom mult approve the ſen- 
ſibility, that teaches your ſubjects anxiouſly to 
guard the bleſſing they received from Divine Pro- 
vidence, and thereby to prove the performance 
of that compact, which elevated the illuſtrious 
houſe of Brunſwick to the imperial dignity it 
now poſſeſſes. 8 


Tak apprehenſion of being degraded into a 
ſtate of ſervitude, from the pre-eminent rank of 
Engliſh freemen, while our minds retain the 
ſtrongeſt love of liberty, and clearly foreſee the 
miſeries preparing for us and our poſterity, ex- 
cites emotions in our breaſts, which though we 
cannot deſcribe, we ſhould not with to conceal. 
Feeling as men, and thinking as ſubjeQs in the 
manner we do, ſilence would be diſloyalty. By 
giving this faithful information, we do all in 
our power to promote the great objects of your 
royal cares, the tranquility of your government 
and the welfare of your people. 


DuTY to your majeſty, and regard for the 
preſervation of ourſelves and our poſterity, the 
primary obligations of nature and ſociety, com- 
mand us to entreat your royal attention; and 
as your majeſty enjoys the ſignal diſtinction of 
reigning over freemen, we apprehend the lan- 
guage of freemen cannot be diſpleaſing. Your 

royal 
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royal indignation, we hope, will rather fall on 
thoſe deſigning and dangerous men, who dat. - 
ingly interpoling themſelves between your royal 
perſon and your faithful ſubjects, and for ſeye. 
ral years paſt inceſſantly employed to diffolye 
the bonds of ſociety, by abuſing your majeſty's 
authority, miſrepreſenting your American ſub. 
jects, and proſecuting the moſt deſperate and ir- 
ritating projects of oppreſſion, have at length 
compelled us, by the force of accumulated in- 
juries too ſevere to be any longer tolerable, to 
diſturb your majeſty's repoſe by our complaints, 


Trzse ſentiments are extorted from hearts, 
that much more willingly would bleed in your 
majeſty's ſervice. Yet ſo greatly have we been 
miſrepreſented, that a neceſſity has been alleged 
of taking our property from us without our con- 
ſent, © to defray the charge of the adminiſtration 
« of juſtice, the ſupport of civil government, and 
the defence, protection and ſecurity, of the 
* colonies.” But we beg leave to affure your 
majeſty, that ſuch proviſion has been, and will 
be made for defraying the two firſt articles, as 
has been and ſhall be judged, by the legiſlatures 
of the ſeveral colonies, juſt and ſuitable to their 
reſpective circumſtances: and for the defence, 
protection and ſecurity, of the colonies, their 
militias, if properly regulated, as they earneſtly 
deſire may immediately be done, would be fully 
ſufficient, at leaſt in times of peace; and in caſe 


of war, your faithful coloniſts will be ready and 
| willing, | 
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willing, as they have ever been, when conſtitu- 
tionally required, to demonſtrate their loyalty 
to your majeſty, by exerting their moſt ſtre- 
nuous efforts in granting ſupplies and raiſing 
forces. Yielding to no Britiſh ſubjeQs in affec- 
tionate attachment to your majeſty's perſon, 
family and government; we too dearly prize 
the privilege of expreſſing that attachment by 
thoſe proots, that are honourable to the prince 
who receives them, and to the people who give 


them, ever to reſign it to any body of men upon 
earth. 


Hap we been permitted to enjoy, in quiet, 
the inheritance left us by our forefathers, we 
ſhould, at this time, have been peaceably, cheer- 
fully and uſeſully employed in recommending 
ourſelves, by cvery teſtimony of devotion, to 
your majeſty, and of veneration to the ſtate, from 
which we derive our origin. But though now 
expoſed to unexpected and unnatural ſcenes of 
diſtreſs by a contention with that nation, in 
whoſe parental guidance on all important af- 
fairs we have hitherto, with filial reverence, con- 
ſtantly truſted, and therefore can derive no in- 
ſtruction in our preſent unhappy and perplexing 
circumſtances from any former experience; yet, 
we doubt not, the purity of our intention, and 
the integrity of our conduct, will; juſtify us at 
that grand tribunal, before which all mankind 
muſt ſubmit to judgment. el in 11491 


e 
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W aſk but for peace, liberty and ſafety, 
We with not a diminution of the prerogative, 
nor do we ſolicit the grant of any new right in 
our favour. Your royal authority over us, and 
our conneQion with Great-Britain, we ſhall al. 
ways carefully and zealouſly endeavour to ſupport 
and maintain. 


FiLLED with ſentiments of duty to your ma- 
jeſty and of affection to our parent ſtate, deeply 
impreſſed by our education, and ſtrongly con- 
firmed by our reaſon, and anxious to evince the 
ſincerity of theſe diſpoſitions, we preſent this 
petition only to obtain redreſs of grievances, 
and relief from fears and jealouſies, occaſioned 
by the ſyſtem of ſtatutes and regulations adopted 
ſince the cloſe of the late war, for raiſing a re- 
venue in America—extending the powers of 
courts of admiralty and vice-admiralty—trying 
perfons in Great-Britain for offences alleged to 
be committed in America—affecting the pro- 
vince of Maſſachuſetts-Bay - and altering the go- 
vernment, and extending the limits, of Quebec; 
by the abolition of which ſyſtem, the harmony 
between Great-Britain and theſe colonies, ſo ne- 
ceſſary to the happineſs of both, and ſo ardently 
deſired by the latter, and the uſual intercourſes, 
will be immediately reſtored. In the magnani- 
mity and juſtice of your majeſty and parliament 
we confide for a redreſs of our other grievances, 
truſting, that when the cauſes of our apprehen- 


fions are removed, our future conduct will prove 
us 


1 


as not unworthy of the regard we have been ac- 
cuſtomed, in our happier days, to enjoy. For, 
appealing to that Being who ſearches thoroughly 
the hearts of his creatures, we folemnly profeſs, 
that our councils have been influenced by no, 
other motive, than a dread of impending deſtruc- 
tion. 


PexMIT us then, moſt gracious ſovereign, in 
the name of all your faithful people in America, 
with the utmoſt humility, to implore you, for the 
honour of Almighty Gop, whole pure religion 
our enemies are undermining ; for your glory, 
which can be advanced only by rendering your 
ſubjects happy, and keeping them united; for 
the intereſts of your family, depending on an 
adherence to the principles that enthroned it ; 
jor the ſafety and welfare of your kingdoms and 
dominions, threatened with almoſt unavoidable 
dangers and diſtrefſes—that your majeity, as the 
loving father of your whole people, connected 
by the ſame bonds of law, loyalty, faith and 
blood, though dwelling in various countrics, will 
not ſuffer the tranſcendant relation formed by 
theſe ties to be farther violated, in uncertain 
expectation of effects, that, it attained, never can 


compenſate for the calamitics through which 
they mult be gained. 


Ws, therefore, moſt: earneſtly beſcech your 
majeſty, that your royal authority and interpo- 
ſition 


41 ; | 


ſition may be uſed for our relief; and that a 
gracious anſwer may be given to this petition, 


Tnar your majeſty may enjoy every felicity 
| through a long and glorious reign over loyal 
| and happy ſubjects, and that your deſcendants 
may inherit your proſperity and dominions till 
time {hall be no more, is, and always will be, 
our ſincere and fervent prayer. 


N-Q-T.-E V+  FaA@S 34 
TaursDay, October 20, 1774. 


THE aſſociation being copied, was read and 
oned at the table—and is as follows: 


E, his majeſty's moſt loyal ſubjeQs, the 
delegates'of the ſeveral colonies of New- 
Hampſhire, Maſſachuſetts- Bay, Rhode-Iſland, Con- 
necticut, New-York, New-Jerſey, Pennſylvania, 
the Three Lower Counties of New-Caſtle, Kent 
and Suſſex on Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, 
North-Carolina and South-Carolina, deputed to 
repreſent them in a continental Congreſs, held in 
the city of Philadelphia, on the fifth day of Sep— 
tember 1774, avowing our allegiance to his ma- 
jeſty, our affection and regard for our fellow 


lubjects in Great-Britain and elſewhere, affected ＋ 
with the deepeſt anxiety, and moſt alarming ap- Wl tire 
prehenſions at thoſe grievances and diſtreſſes WW prox 


with 


16 


with which his majeſty's American ſubjects are 
oppreſſed; and, having taken under our molt ſe- 
nous deliberation the ſtate of the whole conti- 
nent, find, that the preſent unhappy ſituation of 
our affairs is occaſioned by a ruinous ſyſtem of 
colony-adminiſtration, adopted by the Britiſh mi- 
niſtry about the year 1763, evidently calculated 
for enſlaving theſe colonies, and, with them, the 
Britiſh empire. In proſecution of which ſyſtem, 
various acts of parliament have been paſſed for 
raiſing a revenue in America for depriving the 
American ſubjects, in many inſtances, of the 
conſtitutional trial by jury; expoſing their lives 
to danger, by directing a new and illegal trial 
beyond the ſeas, for crimes alleged to have been 
committed in America : and, in proſecution of the 
lame ſyſtem, ſeveral late, cruel, and oppreſſive 
acts have been paſſed reſpecting the town of Boſ- 
ton and the Maſſachuſetts-Bay; and alſo an ac 
for extending the province of Quebec, ſo as to 
border on the weſtern frontiers of theſe colonies, 
eſtabliſhing an arbitrary government therein, and 
ciſcouraging the ſettlement of Britiſh ſubjects in 
that wide extended country. Thus, by the influ- 
ence of evil principles and ancient prejudices, to 
diſpoſe the inhabitants to act with hoſtility againſt 
the free Proteſtant colonies, whenever a wicked 
miniſtry ſhall chooſe ſo to direCt them. 


To obtain redreſs of theſe grievances, which 


threaten deſtruction to the lives, liberty, and 


property of his majeſty's ſubje&s in North-Ame- 
rica, 
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rica, we are of opinion, that a .non-importation, 
non-conſumption, and non-exportation agree. 
ment, faithfully adhered to, will prove the moſt 
ſpeedy, effectual, and peaceable meaſure ; and 
therefore we do, for ourſelves and the inhabi. 
tants of the ſeveral colonies, whom we repreſent, 
firmly agree and aflociate, under the ſacred ties 
of virtue, honour, and love of our country, as 
follows : 


FixsT, That, from and aſter the firſt day of 
December next, we will not import into Britiſh 
America, from . Great-Britain or Ireland, any 
goods, wares or merchandize whatſoever, or 
from any other place any ſuch goods, wares or 
merchandize, as ſhall have been exported from 
Great-Britain or Ireland ; nor will we, after that 
day, import any Eaſt-India tea from any part of 
the world; nor any molaſles, ſirups, paneles, 
coffee or pimenta, from the Britiſh plantations, 
or from Dominica; nor wines from Madeira, 
or the Weſtern Iſlands; nor foreign indigo. 


SECOND, We will neither import, nor pur— 
chaſe, any flave imported after the firſt day of 
December next; after which time we will wholly 
diſcontinue the flave-trade, and will neither be 
concerned in it ourſelves, nor will we hire our 
veſſels, nor ſell our commodities or manufactures 
to thoſe who are concerned in it. 


Tulxp, As a non-conſumption agreement, 
| ſtricty 
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ſtrictly adhered to, will be an effeQual ſecurity 
for the obſervation of the non- importation, we, 


zs above, ſolemnly agree and aſſociate, that, 


from this day, we will not purchaſe or uſe any 
tea imported on account of the Eaſt- India com- 
pany, or any on which a duty hath been or ſhall 
be paid; and, from and after the firſt day of 
March next, we will not purchaſe or uſe any 
Faſt-India tea whatever; nor will we, nor fhall 
any perſon for or under us, purchaſe or uſe any 
of thoſe goods, wares or merchandize, we have 
agreed not to import, which we ſhall know, or 
have cauſe to ſuſpect, were imported after the 
firſt day of December, except ſuch as come 


under the rules and directions of the tenth article 
hereafter mentioned. 


FouxTH, The earneſt deſire we have not to 
mure our fellow-ſubjects in Great-Britain, Ire- 
land or the Weſt-Indies, induces us to ſuſpend 
a non-exportation until the tenth day of Septem- 
ber 1775; at which time, if the ſaid acts and 
parts of acts of the Britiſh parliament herein af- 
ter mentioned are not repealed, we will not di- 
rectly or indirectly export any merchandize or 
commodity whatfoever to Great-Britain, Ireland 
or the Weſt-Indies, except rice to Europe. 


FirTH, Such as are merchants, and uſe the 
Britiſh and Iriſh trade, will-give orders, as ſoon 
as poſſible, to their factors, agents and corre- 
ſpondents, in Great-Britain and Ireland, not to 


ſhip 
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ſhip any goods to them, on any pretence what. 
ſoever, as they cannot be received in America; 
and if any merchant, reſiding in Great-Britain 
or Ireland, ſhall directly or indireQaly ſhip any 
goods, wares or merchandize, ior America, in 
order to break the ſaid non-1mportation agree. 
ment, or in any manner contravene the ſame, 
on ſuch unworthy conduct being well atteſted, 
it ought to be made publick ; and, on the ſame 
being ſo done, we will not from thencetorth 
have any commercial connection with ſuch 
merchant. | 


SixTH, That ſuch as are owners of veſlels 
will give poſitive orders to their captains, or 
maſters, not to receive on board their veſſel; 
any goods prohibited by the ſaid non-importati- 
on agreement, on pain of immediate diſmiſſion 
from their ſervice. 


SEVENTH, We will uſe our utmoſt endeavours 
to improve the breed of ſheep, and increaſe their 
number to the greateſt extent, and, to that end, 
we will kill them as ſparingly as may be, elpe- 
cially thoſe of the molt profitable kind ; nor wil 
we export any to the Weſt. Indies or elſewhere ; 
and thoſe of us, who are or may become over- 
ſtocked with, or can conveniently ſpare any ſheep, 
will diſpoſe of them to our neighbours, eſpecially 
to the poorer ſort, on moderate terms. 


ErcHTH, We will, in our ſeveral ſtations, 
encourage 


E 


encourage frugality, œconomy and induſtry; 


factures of this country, eſpecially that of wool; 
and will diſcountenance , and diſcourage every 
ſpecies of extravagance and diſſipation, eſpecially 
all horſe- racing, and all kinds of gaming, cock- 
lighting, exhibitions of ſhews, plays, and other 
expenſive diverſions and entertainments. And, 
on the death of any relation or friend, none of 
us, or any of our families, will go into any fur- 
ther mourning-dreſs than a black crape or riband 
on the arm or hat tor gentlemen, and a black 
riband and necklace for ladies, and we will diſ- 
continue the giving of gloves and ſcarfs at ſu- 
nerals. 


NixTHy, Such as are venders of goods or 
merchandize will not take advantage of the ſcar- 
city of goods that may be occaſioned by this 
allociation, but will ſell the ſame at the rates we 
have been reſpectively accuſtomed to do, for 
twelve months laſt paſt.— And if any vender of 
goods or merchandize ſhall ſell any ſuch goods 
on higher terms, or ſhall in any manner, or by 
any device whatſoever, violate or depart from 
this agreement, no perſon ought, nor will any 
of us deal with any ſuch perſon, or his, or her 
factor or agent, at any time thereafter, for any 
commodity whatever. 


TexTH, In caſe any merchant, trader, or 
ns, other perſons, ſhall import any goods or mer— 
ige K K chandize 


and promote agriculture, arts, and the manu- 


WS 


chandize after the firſt day of December, and 
before the firſt day of February next, the ſame 
ought forthwith, at the election of the owner, 
to be either reſhipped or delivered up to the 
committee of the county, or town wherein they 
ſhall be imported, to be ſtored at the riſk of 
the importer, until the non-importation agree. 
ment ſhall ceaſe, or be fold under the direQion 
of the committee aforeſaid ; and in the laſt men- 
tioned caſe, the owner or owners of ſuch goods 
{hall be reimburſed (out of the ſales) the firſt coſt 
and charges, the profit, if any, to be applied to- 
wards relieving and employing ſuch poor inhabi. 
tants of the town of Boſton, as are immediate 
ſufferers by the Boſton port-bill ; and a particu- 
lar account of all goods ſo returned, ſtored or 
ſold, to be inſerted in the publick papers; and if 
any goods or merchandizes ſhall be imported 
after the faid firſt day of February, the ſame 
ought forthwith to be ſent back again, without 
breaking any of the packages thereof. 


ELEVENTH, That a committee be choſen in 
every county, city and town, by thoſe who are 
qualified to vote for repreſentatives in the legilla- 
ture, whoſe buſineſs it ſhall be attentively to ob- 
ſerve the conduct of all perſons touching this 
aſſociation ; and when it ſhall be made to appear 
to the ſatisfaction of a majority of any ſuch com- 
mittee, that any perſon within the limits of theit 
appointment has violated this affociation, that | 


ſuch majority do forthwith cauſe the truth when 
caſe 
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caſe to be publiſhed in the Gazette, to the end, 
that all ſuch foes to the rights of Britiſh America 
may be publickly known, and univerſally con- 
temned as the enemies of American liberty ; and 
thenceforth we reſpeQively will break off all 
dealings with him or her. 


TwELFTH, That the committee of correſpond- 
ence in the reſpeQive colonies do frequently in- 
ſpect the entries of their cuſtom-houſes, and in- 
form each other from time to time of the true 
ſtate thereof, and of every other material circum- 
ſtance that may occur relative to this aſſociation. 


THIRTEENTH, That all manufaQtures of this 
country be ſold at reaſonable prices, ſo that no 
undue advantage be taken of a future ſcarcity 
of goods. ; 


 FoukTEENTH, And we do further agree and 
reſolve, that we will have no trade, commerce, 
dealings or intercourſe whatſoever, with any 
colony or province, in North-America, which 
ſnall not accede to, or which ſhall hereafter vio- 
late this aſſociation, but will hold them as un- 
worthy of the rights of freemen, and as inimical 
to the liberties of their country. 


Axp we do ſolemnly bind ourſelves and our 


conſtituents, under the ties aforeſaid, to adhere 
o this aſſociation until ſuch parts of the ſeveral 
acts of parliament paſſed ſince the cloſe of the 

laſt 
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laſt war, as impoſe or continue duties on ten, 
wine, molaſſes ſirups, paneles, coffee, ſugar, 
pimenta, indigo, foreign paper, glaſs, and paint. 
ers colours, imported into America, and extend 
the powers of the admiralty-courts beyond their 
ancient limits, deprive the American ſubject of 
trial by jury, authorize the judge's certificate to 
indemnity the proſecutor from damages, that he 
might otherwiſe be liable to from a trial by his 
peers, require oppreſſive ſecurity from a claimant 
of ſhips or goods ſeized, before he ſhall be al. 
lowed to defend his property, are repealed—And 
until that part of the act of the 12. Geo. III. ch, 
24. entitled, An act for the better ſecuring his ma- 
© jeſty's dock-yards, magazines, ſhips, ammuniti- 
© on and ſtores,* by which any perſons, charged 
with committing any of the offences therein de- 
ſcribed, in America, may be tried in any ſhire 
or county within the realm, is repealed—And 
until the four acts paſſed in the laſt ſeſſion of par- 
liament, viz. that for ſtopping the port and block- 
ing up the harbour of Boſton—that for altering 
the charter and government of the Maffachuletts- 
Bay—and that which is entitled, An act for the 
better adminiſtration of juſtice,” &c,—and that 
© for extending the limits of Quebec,” &c. arc 
repealed. And we recommend it to the provin- 
cial conventions, and to the committees in the 
reſpeQive colonies, to eſtabliſh ſuch farther regu- 
lations as they may think proper, for carrying 
into execution this aſſociation. 


THE 


1 


Tax foregoing aſſociation being determined 
upon by the Congreſs, was ordered to be ſub- 
ſcribed by the ſeveral members thereof; and 
thereupon we have hereunto ſet our reſpective 
names accordingly. 


In Congreſs, Philadelphia, October 24. 


Signed, 
PEYTON RANDOLPH, preſident. 


New-HAMPSHIRE, Nathaniel Folſom. 


Thomas Cuſhing, 


= 8 | Ad 
MasSACHUSETTS-BAY, 3 John A 4a ee 
; 5 


Tom Sullivan, 


| Robert-Treat Paine. 


RHoDE-ISLAND, 0 eee 1 


Eliphalet Dyer, 
I ge Sherman, 
Silas Deane. 


Iſaac Low, 
John Alſop, 
John Jay, 

7 james Duane, 
ns, J William Floyd, 
Henry Winer, 
S. Boerum, 


| Philip Livingſton. 


ConnecTICUT), 


| 
| 


NeEw-JERSEY, 
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James Kinſey, 
William Livingſton, 
NEw-IERsEx, Stephen Crane, 
Richard Smith, 
| John De-Hart. 
| c Joſeph Galloway, 
John Dickinſon, 
Charles Humphreys, 
PENNSYLVANIA, Thomas Mifflin, 
| Edward Biddle, 
John Morton, 
(George Roſs. 


dae Rodney, 


New-CAasTLE, &c. Thomas M+Kean, 


George Read. 


Matthew Tilghman, 
MARYLAND, Thomas Johnſon, 

| William Paca, 

| Samuel Chaſe. 


Richard-Henry Lee, 
| George Waſhington, 

P. Henry, jun. 
Richard Bland, 
reer; Harriſon, 

Edmund Pendleton. 


VIRGINIA, 


| William Hooper, 
NokrTRH-CAROLINA, Joſeph Hewes, 
R. Caſwell. 


SoUTH- CAROLINA) 
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Henry Middleton, 

| Thomas Lynch, 
SouTH-CAROLINA, Chriſtopher Gadſden, 
John Rutledge, 
Edward Rutledge. 


. 


To the PEOPLE of GRE AT-BRITAIN, from 
the DELEGATES, appointed by the ſeveral 
Engliſh colonies of New-Hampſhire, Maſſachu- 
ſetts-Bay, Rhode-I/land and Providence Planta- 
tions, Connecticut, New-York, New- Ferſey, Penn- 
ſyloania, The Lower Counties on Delaware, 
Maryland, Virginia, North-Carolina, and South- 
Carolina, to confider of their grievances in GE- 
NERAL CONGRESS, at Philadelphia, September 


5th, 1774. 


FRIENDS and FELLOW-SUBJECTS, 


TT HEN a nation, led to greatneſs by the 


hand of liberty, and poſſeſſed of all the 
glory that heroiſm, muniſicence, and humanity 


can beſtow, deſcends to the ungrateful taſk of 
forging chains for her friends and children, and 
nitead of giving ſupport to freedom, turns advo- 
cate for llavery and oppreſſion, there is reaſon to 
luſpe& the has either ceaſed to be virtuous, Or 


been extremely negligent in the appointment of 
her rulers, 


NA; 


IN 


— . as ä — [ꝑƷ6ꝑj u — — 


( 264 ) 


In almoſt every age, in repeated conflicts, in 
long and bloody wars, as well civil as foreign, 
againſt many and powerful nations, againſt the 
open aſſaults of enemies, and the more danger. 
ous treachery of friends, have the inhabitants 
of your iſland, your great and glorious ance. 
tors, maintained their independence, and tranſ. 
mitted the rights of men and the bleſſings of 
liberty to you their poſterity. 


Bx not ſurprized therefore, that we, who are 
deſcended from the ſame common anceſtors ; 
that we, whoſe forefathers participated in all 
the rights, the liberties and the conſtitution, 
you ſo juſtly boaſt, and who have carefully con- 
veyed the ſame fair inheritance to us, guaran- 
tied by. the plighted faith of government, and 
the moſt ſolemn compacts with Britiſh ſove- 
reigns, ſhould refuſe to ſurrender them to men, 
who found their claims on no principles of rea- 
ſon, and who proſecute them with a deſign, 
that by having our lives and property in their 
power, they may with the greater facility enſlave 
you. 


Tut cauſe of America is now the object of 
univerſal attention : it has at length become very 
ſerious. This unhappy country has not only 
been oppreſſed, but abuſed and miſrepreſented 
and the duty we owe to ourſelves and poſterity; 
to your intereſt, and the general welfare of tlic 
Britiſh empire, leads us to addreſs you on this 
very important ſubject. KNOW 


41 


Know then, that we conſider ourſelves, and 
go inſiſt that we are and ought to be, as free as 
our fellow. ſubjects in Britain, and that no power 


on earth has a right to take our property from 
us without our conſent, 


TyxaT we claim all the benefits ſecured to the 
ſubject by the Engliſh conſtitution, and particu- 
larly that ineſtimable one of trial by jury. 


Tnar we hold it eſſential to Engliſh liberty, 
that no man be condemned unheard, or puniſhed 
for ſuppoſed offences, without having an opportu- 
nity of making his defence. 


Tur we think the legiſlature of Great-Bri- 
tain is not authorized by the conſtitution to eſta- 
bliſh a religion fraught with ſanguinary and im— 
pious tenets, or to erect an arbitrary form of 
government in any quarter of the globe. Theſe 
rights we, as well as you, deem facred. And 
yet, ſacred as they are, they have, with many 
others, been repeatedly and flagrantly violated. 


ARE not the proprietors of the foil of Great- 
Britain lords of their own property? Can it be 
taken from them without their conſent ? Will 
they yield it to the arbitrary diſpoſal of any man, 


or number of men whatever !—You know they 
will not, 


Wny then are the proprietors of the ſoil of 
L 1 America 
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America leſs lords of. their property than you 
are of yours, or why ſhould they ſubmit it to 
the diſpoſal of your parliament, or any other 
A parliament, or council in the world, not of their 
| election? Can the intervention of the fea that 
| divides us, cauſe diſparity in rights, or can any 
| reaſon be given why Engliſh ſubjeQs, who live 
| three thouſand miles from the royal palace, 
ſhould enjoy leſs liberty than thoſe who are three 
hundred miles diſtant from it ? 


REasoxn looks with indignation on fuch dif. 
tinctions, and freemen can never perceive their 
propriety. And yet, however chimerical and un- 
juſt ſuch diſcriminations are, the parliament aflert 
that they have a right to bind us in all caſes 
without exception, whether we conſent or not; 
that they may take and uſe our property when 
and in what manner they pleafe ; that we arc 
penſioners on their bounty for all that we poſlels, 
and can hold it no longer than they vouchſafe to 
permit, Such declarations we confider as here- 
fies in Engliſh politicks, and which can no more 
operate to deprive us of our property, than the 
interdicts of the Pope can diveſt Kings of ſcep— 
tres, which the laws of the land and the voice of 
the people have placed in their hands. 


AT the concluſion of the late war—a war fen. 
1 dered glorious by the abilities and integrity of 2 
miniſter, to whoſe efforts the Britiſh empue 


owes its ſafety and its fame—at the conchnet 
| 0 


( 267 ) 


of this war, which was ſucceeded by an inglori- 
ous peace, formed under the auſpices of a mini- 
ſter of principles, and of a family unfriendly to 
the Proteſtant cauſe, and inimical to liberty— 
We fay at this period, and under the influence 
of that man, a plan for enflaving your fellow- 
ſubjects in America was concerted, and has ever 
ſince been pertinaciouſly carrying into execution, 


Px1oR to this æra you were content with draw- 


ing from us the wealth produced by our com- 
merce. You reſtrained our trade in every way 


that could conduce to your emolument. You 
exerciſed unbounded ſovereignty over the fea. 
You named the ports and nations to which alone 
our merchandize ſhould be carried, and with 
whom alone we ſhould trade; and though ſome 
of theſe reſtrictions were grievous, we neverthe- 
leſs did not complain; we looked up to you as 
to our parent. ſtate to which we were bound by 
the ſtrongeſt ties—and were happy in being in- 
ſtrumental to your proſperity and your grandeur, 


We call upon you yourſelves, to witneſs our 
loyalty and attachment to the common intereſt 
of the whole empire. Did we not, in the laſt war, 
add all the ſtrength of this vaſt continent to the 
force which repelled our common enemy? Did 
we not leave our native ſhores and meet diſeaſe 
and death, to promote the ſucceſs of Britiſh arms 
in foreign climates? Did you nor thank us for 
our zeal, and even reimburſe us large ſums of 

money 


money which you confeſſed we had advanced 


beyond our proportion, and far beyond our 
abilities ?—You did. 


To what cauſes, then, are we to attribute the 
ſudden change of treatment, and that ſyſtem of 
ſlavery which was prepared for us at the reſtora. 
tion of peace? 


Berokte we had recovered from the diſtreſſes 
which ever attend war, an attempt was made to 
drain this country of all its money, by the op- 
preſſive ſtamp- act. Paint, glaſs, and other com- 
modities which you would not permit us to 
purchaſe of other nations, were taxed ; nay, 
although no wine is made in any country ſub— 
ject to the Britiſh ſtate, you prohibited our pro- 
curing it of foreigners without paying a tax 
impoſed by your parliament on all we imported. 
Theſe and many other impoſitions were laid upon 
us moſt unjuſtly and unconſtitutionally, for the 
expreſs purpoſe of raiſing a revenue. In order to 
ſilence complaint, it was, indeed, provided that 
this revenue ſhould be expended in America for 
its protection and defence. —Theſe exactions, 
however, can receive no juſtification from a pre- 
tended neceſſity of protecting and defending us. 
They are laviſhly ſquandered on court-favourites 
and miniſterial dependants, generally avowed 
enemies to America, and employing themſelves, 
by partial repreſentations, to traduce and embroil 
the colonies. For the neceſſary ſupport of go- 
vernment 
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vernment here, we ever were and ever ſhall be 
ready to provide. And whenever the exigencies 
of the ſtate may require it, we ſhall, as we have 
heretofore done, cheerfully contribute our full 
proportion of men and money. To enforce this 
unconſtitutional and unjuſt ſcheme of taxation, 
every fence that the wiſdom of our Britiſh an- 
ceſtors had carefully erected againſt arbitrary 
power, has been violently thrown down in Ame- 
rice, and the ineſtimable right of trial by jury 
taken away in caſes that touch both life and pro- 
perty.—It was ordained that whenever offences 
ſhould be committed in the colonies againlt par- 
ticular acts impoſing various duties and reſtrictions 
upon trade, the proſecutor might bring his ac- 
tion for the penalties in the courts of admiralty ; 
by which means the ſubject loſt the advantage ot 


* being tried by an honeſt uninfluenced jury of 
d. the vicinage, and was ſubjected to the ſad ne— 
yi ceſſity of being judged by a ſingle man, a crea- 
he ture of the crown, and according to the courſe 
to of a law which exempts the proſecutor from the 
lat trouble of proving his accuſation, and obliges 
for me defendant either to evince his innocence or 
ns, to ſulter. To give this new judicatory the greater 
re- importance, and as if with deſign to protect falſe 
us. accuſers, it is further provided, that the judge's 
tes 


certificate of there having been probable caules 
k ſcizure and proſecution, ſhall protect the pro- 


ccutor from actions at common law for recovery 
of damages. 


+ 
nent | By 
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By the courſe of our law, offences committed 
in ſuch of the Britiſh dominions in which courts 
are eſtabliſhed, and juſtice duly and regularly 
adminiſtered, ſhall be there tried by a jury of the 
vicinage. There the offenders and the witnefles 
| are known, and the degree of credibility to be 
given to their teſtimony, can be aſcertained. 


— —— — 


In all theſe colonies, juſtice is regularly and 
impartially adminiſtered, and yet, by the con. 
ſtruction of ſome, and the direction of other acts 
of parliament, offenders are to be taken by force, 
together with all ſuch perſons as may be pointed 
out as witneſſes, and carried to England, there 
to be tried in a diſtant land, by a jury of ſtran- 
gers, and ſubject to all the diſadvantages that 
reſult from want of friends, want of witnefles, 
and want of money. 


WHEN the defign of raiſing a revenue from 
the duties impoſed on the importation of tea in- 
to America had in great meaſure been rendered 
abortive by our ceaſing to import that commo- 
dity, a ſcheme was concerted by the miniſtry wich 
the Eaſt-India company, and an act paſſed en- 
abling and encouraging them to tranſport and 
vend it in the colonies. Aware of the danger 
of giving ſucceſs to this inſidious manœuvre, and 
of permitting a precedent of taxation thus t 
be eſtabliſhed among us, various methods were 
adopted to elude the ſtroke. The people of Bol 


ton, then ruled by a governor, whom, 2s way 
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his predeceſſor ſir Francis Bernard, all America 
contiders as her enemy, were exceedingly embar- 
raſſed. The ſhips which had arrived with the 
tea, were by his management prevented from 
returning. — The duties would have been paid; 
the cargoes landed and expoſed to ſale; a go- 
vernor's influence would have procured and pro- 
tected many purchaſers. While the town was 
ſuſpended by deliberations on this important ſub- 
ject, the tea was deſtroyed. Even ſuppoſing a 
treſpaſs was thereby committed, and the proprie- 
tors of the tea entitled to damages—the courts 
of law were open, and judges appointed by the 
crown preſided in them. —The Eaſt-India compa- 
ny, however, did not think proper to commence 
any ſuits, nor did they even demand ſatisfadion 
either from individuals or from the community 
in general. The miniſtry, it ſeems, officiouſly 
made the caſe their own, and the great council 
of the nation deſcended to intermeddle with a 
diſpute about private property.—Divers papers, 
letters, and other unauthenticated ex parte evi- 
dence were laid before them; neither the perſons 
who deſtroyed the tea, nor the people of Boſton, 
were called upon to anſwer the complaint. The 
miniſtry, incenſed by being diſappointed in a 
lavourite ſcheme, were determined to recur from 
the little arts of fineſſe, to open force and unman- 
ly violence. The port of Boſton was blocked 
up by a flect, and an army placed in the town. 
Iheir trade was to be ſuſpended, and thouſands 
reduced to the neceſſity of gaining ſubfiſtence 

| from 
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from charity, till they ſhould ſubmit to paſs un. 
der the yoke, and conſent to become flaves, by 
confeſſing the omnipotence of parliament, and 
acquieſcing in whatever diſpoſition they might 
think proper to make of their lives and property, 


LET juſtice and humanity ceaſe to be the 
boaſt of your nation! conſult your hiſtory—ex-. 
amine your records of former tranſactions; nay, 
turn to the annals of the many arbitrary ſtates 
and kingdoms that ſurround you, and ſhew us 
a ſingle inſtance of men being condemned to 
ſuffer for imputed crimes, unheard, unqueſtioned, 
and without even the ſpecious formality of a trial; 
and that too by laws made expreſsly for the pur- 
poſe, and which had no exiſtence at the time of 
the fact committed. If it be difficult to recon- 
cile theſe proceedings to the genius and temper 
of your laws and conſtitution, the taſk will be- 
come more arduous, when we call upon our mi— 
niſterial enemies to juſtify, not only condemning 
men untried and by hearſay, but involving the 
innocent in one common puniſhment with the 
guilty, and for the act of thirty or forty, to bring 
poverty, diſtreſs and calamity, on thirty thou- 
fand ſouls, and thoſe not your enemies, but your 
friends, brethren, and fellow-ſubjeQs. 


Ir would be ſome conſolation to us, if the 
catalogue of American oppreſſions ended here. 
It gives us pain to. be reduced to the neceſſity of | 


reminding you, that under the confidence c 
poſed | 
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poſed in the faith of government, pledged in a 
royal charter from a Britiſh ſovereign, the fore- 
fathers of the preſent inhabitants of the Maſſa- 
chuſetts-Bay left their Former habitations, and 
eſtabliſhed that great, flouriſhing, and loyal colo- 
ny. Without incurring or being charged with 
a forfeiture of their rights, without being heard, 
without being tried, without law, and without 
juſtice, by an act of parliament, their charter is 
deſtroyed, their liberties violated, their conſtitu— 
tion and form of government changed : and all 
this upon no better pretence, than becauſe in one 
of their towns a treſpaſs was committed on ſome 
merchandize ſaid to belong to one of the com- 
panies, and becauſe the miniſtry were of opinion, 
that ſuch high political regulations were neceſſary 
to compel due ſubordination and obedience to 
their mandates. 


Nox are theſe the only capital grievances un- 
der which we labour. We might tell of diſſolute, 
weak and wicked governors having been ſet over 
us; of legiſlatures being ſuſpended for aſſerting 
the rights of Britiſh ſubjects of needy and igno- 
rant dependants on great men advanced to the 
leats of juſtice, and to other places of truſt and 


importance ;—of hard reſtrictions on commerce, 


and a great variety of lefler evils, the recollection 
ok which is almoſt loſt under the weight and 
preſſure of greater and more poignant calamities. 


Now 
M m 
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Now mark the progreſſion of the miniſterial 
plan for enſlaving us. 


WELL aware that ſuch hardy attempts to take 
our property from us; to deprive us of that ya- 
luable right of trial by jury; to ſeize our perſons, 
and carry us for trial to Great-Britain ; to block. 
ade our ports; to deſtroy our charters, and 
change our forms of government, would occa- 
ſion, and had already occaſioned, great diſcon- 
tent in all the colonies, which might produce 
oppoſition to theſe meaſures : an act was paſled 
to protect, indemnity, and ſcreen from puniſh. 
ment ſuch as might be guilty even of murder, 
in endeavouring to carry their oppreſſive edicts 
into execution ; and by another act the dominion 
of Canada is to be ſo extended, modelled and 
governed, as that by being diſunited from us, 
detached from our intereſts, by civil as well as 
religious prejudices, that by their numbers daily 
ſwelling with Catholick emigrants from Europe, 
and by their devotion to adminiſtration, ſo friend- 
ly to their religion, they might become formidable 
to us, and on occaſion be fit inſtruments in the 
hands of power, to reduce the ancient free Prote- 


ſtant colonies to the ſame ſtate of flavery with 
themſelves. 


Saito was evidently the object of the act: 
and in this view, being extremely dangerous to 
our liberty and quiet, we cannot forbear com- 


plaining of it, as hoſtile to Britiſh America.—9l- 
peradded 
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peradded to theſe conſiderations, we cannot help 
deploring the unhappy condition to which it has 
reduced the many Engliſh ſettlers, who, encou- 
raged by the royal proclamation, promiſing the 
enjoyment of all their rights, have purchaſed 
eſtates in that country, —They are now the ſub- 
jets of an arbitrary government, deprived of 
trial by jury, and when impriſoned cannot claim 
the benefit of the habeas corpus act, that great 
bulwark and palladium of Engliſh liberty :—nor 
can we ſuppreſs our aſtoniſhment, that a Britiſh 
parliament ſhould ever conſent to eſtabliſh in that 
country a religion that has deluged your iſland 
in blood, and diſperſed impiety, bigotry, perſecu- 
tion, murder and rebellion, through every part 
of the world. 


Ta1s being a true ſtate of facts, let us beſeech 
you to conſider to what end they lead. 


Apulr that the miniſtry, by the powers of 
Britain, and the aid of our Roman Catholick 
neighbours, ſhould be able to carry the point of 
taxation, and reduce us to a ſtate of perfect hu- 
miliation and flavery. Such an enterprize would 
doubtleſs make ſome addition to your national 
debt, which already preſſes down your liberties, 
and fills you with penſioners and placemen.— 
We preſume, alſo, that your commerce will ſome- 
what be diminiſhed. However, ſuppoſe you 
ſhould prove victorious—in what condition will 
you 
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you then be? What advantages or what laurels 
will you reap from ſuch a conquelt ? 


May not a miniſtry with the ſame armies en. 
ſlave you ?—lIt may be ſaid you will ceaſe to pay 
them—but remember the taxes from America, 
the wealth, and we may add, the men, and 
particularly the Roman Catholicks of this vaſt 
continent will then be in the power of your ene- 
mies—nor will you have any reaſon to expect, 
that, after making ſlaves of us, many among us 
ſhould refuſe to aſſiſt in reducing you to the ſame 
abject ſtate. 


Do not treat this as chimerical—Know that 
in leſs than half a century, the quitrents re- 
ſerved to the crown, from the numberleſs grants 


of this vaſt continent, will pour large ſtreams of 


wealth into the royal coffers, and if to this be 
added the power of taxing America at plea- 
ſure, the crown will be rendered independent on 
you for ſupplies, and will poſſeſs more treaſure 
than may be neceſſary to purchaſe the remains 
of liberty in your iſland. —In a word, take care 
that you do not fall into the pit that is preparing 
for us. 


We believe there is yet much virtue, much 
juſtice, and much publick ſpirit in the Englil 
nation—To that juſtice we now appeal. You 


have been told that we are ſeditious, impatient ; 


of government, and defirous of ee | 
1 
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Be affured that theſe are not facts, but calum- 
nies—Permit us to be as free as yourſelves, and 
we ſhall ever eſteem a union with you to be our 
greateſt glory and our greateſt happineſs ; we 
ſhall ever be ready to contribute all in our power 
to the welfare of the empire—we ſhall conſider 
your enemies as our enemies, and your intereſt 
as our own. 


Bur if you are determined that your mini— 
ters ſhall wantonly ſport with the rights of man- 
kind—lIf neither the voice of juſtice, the diQtates 
of the Jaw, the principles of the conſtitution, or 
the ſuggeſtions of humanity, can reſtrain your 
hands from ſhedding human blood in ſuch an 
impious cauſe, we muſt then tell you that we 


never will ſubmit to be hewers of wood or draw- 


ers of water for any miniſtry or nation in the 
world. 


PLACE us in the ſame ſituation that we were 
at the cloſe of the laſt war, and our former 
harmony will be reſtored. 


Bor leſt the ſame ſupineneſs and the ſame in- 


attention to our common intereſt, which you 
have for ſeveral years ſhewn, ſhould continue, 
ve think it prudent to anticipate the conſequences. 


By the deſtruction of the trade of Boſton, the 
miniſtry have endeavoured to induce ſubmiſſion 
to their meaſures, —The like fate may befal us 


all, 


———————— 


098 3 


you then be? What advantages or what laurels 
will you reap from ſuch a conqueſt ? 


May not a miniſtry with the ſame armies en. 
ſlave you:? It may be ſajd you will ceaſe to pay 
them—but remember the taxes from America, 
the wealth, and we may add, the men, and 
particularly the Roman Catholicks of this vaſt 
continent will then be in the power of your ene- 
mies—nor will you have any reaſon to expect, 
that, after making ſlaves of us, many among us 


ſhould refuſe to aſſiſt in reducing you to the ſame 
abjeQ ſtate, 


Do not treat this as chimerical—Know that 
in leſs than half a century, the quitrents re- 
ſerved to the crown, from the numberleſs grants 
of this vaſt continent, will pour large ſtreams of 
wealth into the royal coffers, and if to this be 
added the power of taxing America at plea- 
ſure, the crown will be rendered independent on 
you for ſupplies, and will poſſeſs more treaſure 
than may be neceſſary to purchaſe the remains 
of liberty in your iſland.—In a word, take care 
that you do not fall into the pit that is preparing 
for us. | 


We believe there is yet much virtue, much 
Juſtice, and much publick ſpirit in the Engliſh 
nation—To that juſtice we now appeal. You 
have been told that we are ſeditious, impatient 


of government, and defirous of are. 
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Be aſſured that theſe are not facts, but calum- 
nies Permit us to be as free as yourſelves, and 
we ſhall ever eſteem a union with you to be our 
greateſt glory and our greateſt happineſs ; we 
ſhall ever be ready to contribute all in our power 
to the welfare of the empire—we ſhall conſider 
your enemies as our enemies, and your intereſt 
as Our OWN. 


Bur if you are determined that your mini- 
ſters ſhall wantonly ſport with the rights of man- 
kind—lf neither the voice of juſtice, the dictates 
of the law, the principles of the conſtitution, or 
the ſuggeſtions of humanity, can reſtrain your 
hands from ſhedding human blood in ſuch an 
impious cauſe, we muſt then tell you that we 
never will ſubmit to be hewers of wood or draw- 
ers of water for any miniſtry or nation in the 
world, 


PLACE us in the ſame ſituation that we were 
at the cloſe of the laſt war, and our former 
harmony will be reſtored. 


Bur leſt the ſame ſupineneſs and the ſame in- 
attention to our common intereſt, which you 
have for ſeveral years ſhewn, ſhould continue, 
ve think it prudent to anticipate the conſequences. 


By the deſtruction of the trade of Boſton, the 
miniſtry have endeavoured to induce ſubmiſſion 
to their meaſures, —The like fate may betal us 
all, 
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all, we will endeavour therefore to live without 
trade, and recur for ſubſiſtence to the tertility 
and bounty of our native ſoil, which will afford 
us all the neceſſaries and ſome of the convenien. 
cies of life. We have ſuſpended our importation 
from Great-Britain and Ireland ; and in leſs than 
a year's time, unleſs our grievances ſhould be 
redreſſed, ſhall diſcontinue our exports to thoſe 
kingdoms and the Weſt-Indies. 


IT is with the utmoſt regret, however, that 
we find ourſelves compelled by the over-ruling 
principles of ſelf-preſervation, to adopt meaſures 
detrimental in their conſequences to numbers of 
our fellow. ſubjects in Great-Britain and Ireland, 
But we hope that the magnanimity and juſtice 
of the Britiſh nation will furniſh a parliament of 
ſuch wiſdom, independence and publick ſpirit, as 
may ſave the violated rights of the whole empire 
from the devices of wicked miniſters and evil 
counſellors whether in or out of office, and there- 
by reſtore that harmony, friendſhip and fraternal 
affection between all the inhabitants of his maje- 
ſty's kingdoms and territories, ſo ardently wiſhed 
tor by every true and honeſt American, 


NOTE 
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To the INHABITANTS of the COLONIES of 
New- Hampſhire, Maſſachuſetts-Bay, Rhode-Ijland 
and Providence Plantations, Connecticut, News- 
York, New- Ferſey, Pennſylvania, the Counties 
of New-Caſtle, Rent and Suſſex on Delaware, 
Maryland, Virginia, North-Carolina and South- 
Carolina. 


FRIENDS and COUNTRYMEN, 


E, the delegates appointed by the good 
people of theſe colonies to meet at Phi- 
ladelphia in September laſt, for the purpoſes 


mentioned by our reſpective conſtituents, have, 
in purſuance of the truſt repoſed in us, al- 
ſembled, and taken into our moſt ſerious conſi— 
deration the important matters recommended to 
the Congreſs. Our reſolutions thereupon will 
be herewith communicated to you. But, as the 
ſituation of publick affairs grows daily more and 
more alarming ; and as it may be more ſatisfac— 
tory to you to be informed by us in a collective 
body, than in any other manner, of thoſe ſenti- 
ments that have been approved, upon a full and 
free diſcuſmon by the repreſentatives of ſo great 
a part of America, we eſteem ourſclves obliged 
to add this addreſs to theſe reſolutions. 

In every caſe of oppoſition by a people to 
their rulers, or of one ſtate to another, duty to 
Almighty 
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Almighty Gop, the Creator of all, requires that 
2 true and impartial judgment be formed of the 
meaſures leading to ſuch oppoſition ; and of the 
cauſes by which it has been provoked, or can 
in any degree be juſtified : that neither affection 
on the one hand, nor reſentment on the other, 
being permitted to give a wrong bias to reaſon, 
it may be enabled to take a diſpaſſionate view of 
all circumſtances, and to ſettle the publick conduct 
on the ſolid foundations of wiſdom and juſtice. 


From councils thus tempered ariſe the ſureſt 
hopes of the Divine favour, the firmeſt encon- 
ragement to the parties engaged, and the ſtrongeſt 
recommendation of their cauſe to the reſt of 
mankind. | 


Wirn minds deeply impreſſed by a ſenſe of 
theſe truths, we have diligently, deliberately and 
calmly enquired into and conſidered thoſe exer- 
tions, both of the legiſlative and executive power 
of Great-Britain, which have excited ſo much 
uncaſineſs in America, and have with equal fide- 
lity and attention conſidered the conduct of the 
\ colonies. Upon the whole, we find ourſelves 
reduced to the diſagreeable alternative of being 
ſilent and betraying the innocent, or of ſpeaking 
out and cenſuring thoſe we wiſh to revere,—In 
making our choice of theſe diſtreſling difficulties, 
we prefer the courſe diftated by honeſty, and 2 
regard for the welfare of our country. 


SOON 
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Soon after the concluſion of the late war, 
there commenced a memorable change in the 
treatment of theſe colonies. By a ſtatute made 
in the fourth year of the preſent reign, a time 
of profound peace, alleging © the expediency 
© of new proviſions and regulations for extend- 
ing the commerce between Great-Britain and 
© his majeſty's dominions in America, and the 
«neceſſity of raiſing a revenue in the ſaid domi- 
'nions for defraying the expences of defending, 
protecting, and ſecuring the ſame,' the com- 
mons of Great-Britain undertook to give and 
grant to his majeſty many rates and duties, to 
be paid in theſe colonies. To enforce the ob- 
ſerrance of this act, it preſcribes a great num- 
ber of ſevere penalties and forfeitures ; and in 
two ſections makes a remarkable diſtinction be- 
tween the ſubjects in Great-Britain and thoſe in 
America, By the one, the penalties and for- 
icitures incurred there are to be recovered in 
any of the King's courts of record at Weltmin. 
iter, or in the court of exchequer in Scotland; 
and by the other, the penalties and forfeitures 
incurred here are to be recovered in any court 
of record, or in any court of admiralty or 


ice. admiralty, at the election of the informer or 
proſecutor. 


| Tux inhabitants of theſe colonies, confiding 
n the juſtice of Great-Britain, were ſcarcely 
lowed ſufficient time to receive and conſider 
tis act, befare another, well known by the 
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name of the ſtamp- act, and paſſed in the fifth 
year of this reign, engroſſed their whole atten. 
tion. By this ſtatute the Britiſh parliament 
exerciſed, in the moſt explicit manner, a power 
of taxing us, and, extending the juriſdiction of 
courts of admiralty and vice-admiralty in the 
colonies to matters ariſing within the body of 
a county, directed the numerous penalties and 
forfeitures thereby inflited, to be recovered in 
the ſaid courts, 


Ix the fame year a tax was impoſed upon us 
by an act eſtabliſhing ſeveral new fees in the 
cuſtoms. In the next year the ſtamp-a& was 
repealed ; not becauſe it was founded in an er- 
roneous principle, but, as the repealing act re. 
cites, becauſe © the continuance thereof would be 
© attended with many inconveniencies, and might 
be productive of conſequences greatly detri- 
© mental to the commercial intereſt of Great- 
Britain. 


In the ſame year, and by a ſubſequent ad, 
it was declared, © that his majeſty in parlis 
© ment, of right, had power to bind the people 
© of theſe colonies by ſtatutes IN ALL C4$E5 
© WHATSOEVER. 


In the ſame year another act was paſſed tor 
impoſing rates and duties payable in theſe colo- 
nics. In this ſtatute the commons, avoiding the 


terms of giving and granting, * humbly ej? 
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his majeſty that it might be enacted,' &c. But, 
from a declaration in the preamble, that the rates 
and duties were *© in lieu of? ſeveral others grant- 
ed by the ftatute firſt before mentioned for 
raiſing a revenue, and from ſome other expreſſi- 
ons it appears, that theſe duties were intended 
for that purpoſe. 


In the next year, 1767, an act was made 
© to enable his majeſty to put the cuſtoms and 
© other duties in America under the management 
© of commiſſioners, &c. and the King thereupon 
erected the preſent expenſive board of commiſſi- 
oners, for the expreſs purpoſe of carrying into 
execution the ſeveral acts relating to the revenue 
and trade in America. 


AFTER the repeal of the ſtamp-act, having 
again reſigned ourſelves to our ancient unſuſpi- 
cious affections for the parent-ſtate, and anxi- 
ous to avoid any controverſy with her, in hopes 
of a favourable alteration in ſentiments and mea- 
ſures towards us, we did not preſs our objections 
againſt the above-mentioned ſtatutes made ſubſe- 
quent to that repeal. 


ADMINISTRATION, attributing to trifling cauſes 
4 conduct that really proceeded from generous 
motives, were encouraged in the ſame year, 1767, 


o make a bolder experiment on the patience 
of America. 


Br 
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By a ſtatute commonly called the glaſs, Papet 
and tea-a&t, made fifteen months after the repeal 
of the ſtamp- act, the commons of Great-Britain 
reſumed their former language, and again under. 
took to give and grant rates and duties to be 
© paid in theſe colonies,” for the expreſs purpoſe 
of © raiſing a revenue to defray the charges of 
the adminiſtration of juſtice, the ſupport of civil 
government, and defending the King's domi- 
© nions,” on this continent. The penalties and 
forfeitures incurred under this ſtatute, are to be 
recovered in the ſame manner, with thoſe menti- 
oned in the foregoing acts. 


To this ſtatute, ſo naturally tending to diſturb 
the tranquility then univerſal throughout the 
colonies, parliament, in the ſame ſeſſion, added 


another no leſs extraordinary. 


Ever ſince the making the preſent peace, 
a ſtanding army has been kept in theſe colonies. 
From reſpe& for the mother-country, the inno- 
vation was not only tolerated, but the provincial 
legiſlatures generally made proviſion for ſupplying 
the troops. 


Tus aſſembly of the province of New. Vork, 
having paſſed an act of this kind, but differing 
in ſome articles from the directions of the act 
of parliament made in the fifth year of this reign, 
the houſe of repreſentatives in that colony Was 


2 
prohibited by a ſtatute made in the ſeſſion laſt 
mentioned, 
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mentioned, from making any bill, order, reſolu- 
tion or vote, except for adjourning or chooſing 
a ſpeaker, until proviſion ſhould be made by the 
aid aſſembly for furniſhing the troops within 
that province, not only with all ſuch neceſſaries 
as were required by the ſtatute which they were 
charged with diſobeying, but alſo with thoſe re- 
quired by two other ſubſequent ſtatutes, which 
were declared to be in force until the twenty- 
fourth day of March 1769. 


Tus E ſtatutes of the year 1767 revived the 
zpprehenſions and diſcontents, that had entirely 
ſubſided on the repeal of the ſtamp- act; and, 
amidſt the juſt fears and jealouſies thereby occa- 
foned, a ſtatute was made in the next year, 1768, 
to eſtabliſh courts of admiralty and vice-admi- 
ralty on a new model, expreſsly for the end of 
more effectually recovering the penalties and 
lorfeitures inflicted by acts of parliament, fram- 
ed for the purpoſe of raiſing a revenue in Ame- 
rica, &c. 


Taz immediate tendency of theſe ſtatutes is, 
to ſubvert the right. of having a ſhare in legiſ- 
ation, by rendering aſſemblies uſcleſs; the right 
property, by taking the money of the coloniſts 
without their conſent ; the right of trials by jury, 
by ſubſtituting in their place trials in admi- 
alty and vice-admiralty courts, where fingle 
judges preſide, holding their commiſſions during 
Heaſure; and unduly to influence the courts of 
common 
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another, will be found, not only to form a re. 
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common law, by rendering the judges thereof 
totally dependant on the crown for their ſalaries. 


TuEs E ſtatutes, not to mention many others 
exceedingly exceptionable, compared one with 


gular ſyſtem in which every part has great force, 
but alſo a pertinacious adherence to that ſyſtem, 
for ſubjugating theſe colonies that are not, and 
from local circumſtances cannot, be repreſented 
in the houſe of commons, to the uncontrolable 
and unlimited power of parliament, in violation 
of their undoubted rights and liberties, in con- 
tempt of their humble and repeated ſupplications, 


Tuts conduct mult appear equally aſtoniſhing 
and unjuſtifiable, when it is confidered how un- 
provoked it has been by any behaviour of thele 
colonies. From their firſt ſettlement their bit- 
tereſt enemies never fixed on any of them 3 
charge of diſloyalty to their ſovereign, or dil- 
affection to their mother- country. In the wars 
ſhe has carried on, they have exerted themſelves 
whenever required, in giving her aſſiſtance; and 
have rendered her ſervices, which ſhe has publick- 
ly acknowledged to be extremely important. 
Their fidelity, duty and uſefulneſs, during the 
laſt war, were frequently and affeCtionately con- 
feſſed by his late majeſty and the preſent King. 


THe reproaches of thoſe who are moſt un- 


friendly to the freedom of America, are 1 
pa 


1 


pally levelled againſt the province of Maſſachu- 
ſetts-Bay ; but with what little reaſon will appear 
by the following declarations of a perſon, the 
truth of whoſe evidence, in their favour, will not 
be queſtioned—Governor Bernard thus addrefles 
the two houſes of aſſembly, in his ſpeech on the 
24th of April 1762,— The unanimity and diſ- 
patch, with which you have complied with the 
© requiſitions of his majeſty, require my particu- 
lar acknowledgment. And it gives me additi- 
© onal pleaſure to obſerve, that you have therein 
* acted under no other influence than a due ſenſe 
of your duty, both as members of a general 


empire, and as the body of a particular pro- 
* vince,” 


In another ſpeech, on the 27th of May, in 
{the ſame year, he fays,— Whatever ſhall be 
* the event of the war, it muſt be no ſmall ſatis- 
faction to us, that this province hath contribut- 
fed its full ſhare to the ſupport of it. Every 
thing that hath been required of it hath been 
* complied with; and the execution of the powers 
*committed to me, for raiſing the provincial 
troops, hath been as full and complete as the 
grant of them. Never before were regiments 
'lo eaſily levied, ſo well compoſed, and ſo early 
ein the field as they have been this year; the 
common people ſeemed to be animated with 
' the ſpirit of the general court, and to vie with 
them in their readineſs to ſerve the King.“ 


SUCH 


1 


Such was the conduct of the people of the 
Maſſachuſetts-Bay, during the laſt war. As to 
their behaviour before that period, it ought not 
to have been forgot in Great-Britain, that not 
only on every occaſion they had conſtantly and 
cheerfully complied with the frequent royal re. 
quiſitions but that chiefly by their vigorous 
efforts, Nova- Scotia was ſubdued in 1710, and 
Louiſbourg in 1745. 


FokEIGN quarrels being ended, and the do- 
meſtick diſturbances that quickly ſucceeded on 
account of the ſtamp- act, being quieted by its 
repeal, the aſſembly of Maſſachuſetts-Bay tran. 
mitted an humble addreſs of thanks to the King 
and divers noblemen, and ſoon after paſſed a 
bill for granting compenſation to the ſufferers in 


the diſorder occaſioned by that act. 


Tusk circumſtances, and the following ex. 
tracts from governor Bernard's letters in 1768, 
to the earl of Shelburne, ſecretary of ſtate, 
clearly ſhew, with what grateful tenderneſs they 
ſtrove to bury in oblivion the unhappy occa- 
ſion of the late diſcords, and with what re- 
ſpectful deference they endeavoured to eſcape 
other ſubjects of future controverſy. The houſe, 
ſays the governor, from the time of opening 
* the ſeſſion to this day, has ſhewn a diſpoſition 
* to avoid all diſpute with me; every thing hav- 
ing paſſed with as much good humour 48 | 


© could defire, except only their continuing t9 
| ad 
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act in addreſſing the King, remonſtrating tothe 
« ſecretary of ſtate, and employing a ſeparate 
«agent. It is the importance of this innovation, 
without any wilfulneſs of my own, which in- 
© duces me to make this remonſtrance at a time 
«when I have a fair proſpect of having, in all 


© other buſineſs, nothing but good to ſay of the 
© proceedings of the houſe.”* 


Tu have aQted in all things, even in their 
© remonſtrance, with temper and moderation; they 
© have avoided ſome ſubjects of diſpute, and have 
laid a foundation for removing ſome cauſes of 
former altercation.”] 


©I $HALL make ſuch a prudent and proper uſe 
© of this letter as, I hope, will perfectly reſtore 
© the peace and tranquility of this province, for 
© which purpoſe conſiderable ſteps have been made 
© by the houſe of repreſentatives.* 


Tux vindication of the province of Maſſachu- 
ſetts-Bay, contained in theſe letters, will have 
greater force, if it be conſidered, that they were 
written ſeveral months after the freſh alarm 
given to the colonies by the ſtatutes paſſed in the 
preceding year. 


Ix this place it ſeems proper to take notice of 
the inſinuation in one of theſe ſtatutes, that the 
nterterence-of parliament was neceſſary to pro- 


O o vide 
* January 21, 1768. 4 January 30, 1768. © Feb. 2, 1768. 


vide for © defraying the charge of the admini. 
« ftration of juſtice, the ſupport of civil govern. 
ment, and defending the King's dominions in 
America. 


As to the two firſt articles of expence, every 
colony had made ſuch provifion, as by their re. 
ſpective aſſemblies, the beſt judges on ſuch occa- 
fions, was thought expedient, and ſuitable to 
their ſeveral circumſtances. Reſpecting the laſt, 
it is well known to all men the leaſt acquainted 
with American affairs, that the colonies were eſta- 
bliſhed, and have generally detended themſelves, 
without the leaſt aſſiſtance from Great-Britain; 
and, that at the time of her taxing them by the 
ſtatutes before mentioned, moiſt of them were 
labouring under very heavy debts contracted in 
the laſt war. So far were they from ſparing their 
money, when their ſovereign, conſtitutionally, 
aſked their aids, that, during the courſe of that 
war, parliament repeatedly made them compen- 
ſations for the expences of thoſe ſtrenuous efforts, 
which, conſulting their zeal rather than their 
ſtrength, they had cheerfully incurred. 


SEVERE as the acts of parliament before-men- 
tioned are, yet the conduct of adminiſtration has 
been equally injurious, and irritating to this 
devoted country. | 


UNnDEx pretence of governing them, ſo man) 


new inſtitutions, uniformly rigid and dangerous. 
have 


BW. 
have been introduced, as could only be expected 


from incenſed maſters, for collecting the tribute, 
or rather the plunder, of conquered provinces. 


By an order of the King, the authority of the 
commander in chief, and under him of the bri- 
gadiers general, in time of peace, is rendered ſu- 
preme in all the civil governments in America; 
and thus an uncontrolable military power is 
veſted in officers not known to the conſtitution 
of theſe colonies, 


A LARGE body of troops, and a conſiderable 
armament of ſhips of war, have been ſent to aſ- 
iſt in taking their money without their conſent. 


ExPENSIVE and oppreſhve offices have been 
multiplied, and the acts of corruption induſtri— 
ouſly practiſed to divide and deſtroy, 


Tux judges of the Admiralty and Vice-Admi- 
ralty courts are empowered to receive their ſala- 


ries and fees from the effects to be condemned 
by themſelves. 


Tux commiſſioners of the cuſtoms are empow- 
ered to break open and enter houſes without 


the authority of any civil magiſtrate founded on 
legal information. | 


Jupces of courts of common law have been 
made 


* 
1 
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made entirely dependant on the crown for their 
commiſlions and ſalaries. 


A covarT has been eſtabliſhed at Rhode. Ilan. 
for the purpoſe of taking coloniſts to England to 
be tried. | 


HuMBLE and reaſonable petitions from the 
repreſentatives of the people have been fre. 
quently treated with contempt ; and aflemblie 
have been repeatedly and arbitrarily diſſolved. 


Fxom ſome few inſtances it will ſufficiently 
appear on what pretences of juſtice thoſe difſo- 
lutions have been founded. 


THE tranquility of the colonies having been 
again diſturbed, as has been mentioned, by thc 
ſtatutes of the year 1767, the earl of Hillſbo- 
rough, ſecretary of ſtare, in a letter to governor 
Bernard, dated April 22, 1768, cenſures the 
« preſumption? of the houſe of repreſentatives for 
© reſolving upon a meaſure of ſo inflammatory a 
nature as that of writing to the other colonics, 
on the ſubje& of their intended repreſentations 
* againſt ſome late acts of parliament,” then de- 
clares that his majeſty conſiders this ſtep 2s 
« evidently tending to create unwarrantable com- 
« binations, to excite an unjuſtifiable oppoſition to 
the conſtitutional authority of parliament — 
and afterwards adds,—* It is the King's pleaſure, 


that as ſoon as the general court is again al- 
« ſembled, 
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ſembled, at the time preſcribed by the charter, 
you ſhould require of the houſe of repreſenta- 
« tives, in his majeſty's name, to reſcind the re- 
ſolution which gave birth to the circular letter 
from the ſpeaker, and to declare their diſappro- 
bation of, and diſſent to, that raſh and haſty 
© proceeding.” 


el the new aſſembly ſhould refuſe to comply 
«with his majeſty's reaſonable expectation, it is 
© the King's pleaſure that you ſhould immediately 
diſſolve them. 


Tuis letter being laid before the houſe, and 
the reſolution not being reſcinded according to 
the order, the aſſembly was diſſolved. A letter 
of a ſimilar nature was ſent to other governors 
to procure reſolutions, approving the conduct of 
the repreſentatives of Maſſachuſetts-Bay, to be 
relcinded alſo ; and the houſes of repreſentatives 


in other colonies refuſing to comply, afſemblics 
vere diſſolved. | 


TaxzstE mandates ſpoke a language, to which 
the ears of Engliſh ſubjects had for ſeveral ge- 
ncrations been ſtrangers. The nature of aſſem— 
blics implies a power and right of deliberation ; 
but theſe commands, proſcribing the exerciſe of 
judgment on the propriety of the requilitions 
made, leſt to the afſemblics only the election 
between dictated ſubmiſſion and threatened pu- 
ilhment 3 a puniſhment too, founded on no 


other 


COTS 


other act, than ſuch as is deemed innocent even 
in ſlaves—of agreeing in petitions for redreſs of 
grievances, that equally affect all, 


Tak hoſtile and unjuſtifiable invaſion of the 
town of Boſton ſoon followed theſe events in 
the ſame year; though that town, the province 
in which it is ſituated, and all the colonies, from 
abhorrence of a conteſt with their parent. ſtate, 
permitted the execution even of thoſe ſtatutes, 
againſt which they fo unanimouſly were com. 
plaining, remonſtrating and ſupplicating. 


ADMINISTRATION, determined to ſubdue : 
ſpirit of freedom, which Engliſh miniſters ſhould 
have rejoiced to cheriſh, entered into a-monopo- 
lizing combination with the Eaſt-India company, 
to ſend to this continent vaſt quantities of tea, 
an article on which a duty was laid by a ſtatute, 
that, in a particular manner, attacked the liber- 
ties of America, and which therefore the inhabi- 
tants of theſe colonies had reſolved not to 1mpor: 
The cargo ſent to South-Carolina was ſtored, and 
not allowed to be ſold. Thoſe ſent to Philadel. 
phia and New-York were not permitted to be 
landed. That ſent to Boſton was deſtroyed, be- 
cauſe governor Hutchinſon would not ſuffer it t 
be returned, 


On the intelligence of theſe tranſactions 2! 
riving in Great-Britain, the publick ſpirited tow! 


taſt mentioned was ſingled out for ame 
al 
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and it was determined, the province it belongs 
to ſhould partake of its fate. In the laſt ſeſſion 


of parliament, therefore, were paſſed the acts for 
ſhutting up the port of Boſton, indemnifying the 
murderers of the inhabitants of Maſſachuſetts- 
Bay, and changing their chartered conſtitution of 
government. To enforce theſe acts, that pro- 
vince is again invaded by a fleet and army. 


To mention theſe outrageous proceedings, is 
ſufficient to explain them. For though it is pre- 
tended, that the province of Maſſachuſetts-Bay 
has been particularly diſreſpectful to Great-Bri- 
tain, yet in truth the behaviour of the people, in 
other colonies, has been an equal *© oppoſition to 
the power aſſumed by parliament.“ No ſtep, 
however, has been taken againſt any of the reſt. 
This artful conduct conceals ſeveral deſigns. It 
is expected that the province of Maſſachuſetts- 
Bay will be irritated into ſome violent action, 
that may diſpleaſe the reſt of the continent, or 
that may induce the people of Great-Britain to 


approve the meditated vengeance of an imprudent 
and exaſperated miniſtry. 


lr the unexampled pacifick temper of that 
province ſhall diſappoint this part of the plan, 
it is hoped the other colonies will be ſo far inti- 
midated as to deſert their brethren, ſuffering 


in a common cauſe, and that thus diſunited all 
may be ſubdued. 


To 
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To promote theſe deſigns, another meaſure 
has been purſued. In the ſeſſion of parliament 
laſt mentioned, an act was paſſed for changing 
the government of Quebec, by which act the 
Roman Catholick religion, inſtead of being to. 
lerated, as ſtipulated by the treaty of peace, is 
eſtabliſhed ; and the people there are deprived 
of the right to an aſſembly, trials by jury and the 
Engliſh laws in civil caſes are aboliſhed, and, in- 
ſtead thereof, the French laws are eſtabliſhed, in 
direct violation of his majeſty's promiſe by his 
royal proclamation, under the faith of which 
many Engliſh ſubjeQs ſettled in that province; 
and the limits of that province are extended ſo 
as to comprehend thoſe vaſt regions that lie 
adjoining to the northerly and weſterly bound. 
aries of theſe colonies. 


Taz authors of this arbitrary arrangement 
fatter themſelves, that the inhabitants, deprived 
of liberty, and artfully provoked againſt thoſe ot 
another religion, will be proper inſtruments tor 
aſſiſting in the oppreſſion of ſuch as differ from 
them in modes of government and faith. 


From the detail of facts herein before re- 
cited, as well as from authentick intelligence 
received, it is clear beyond a doubt, that a reſo- 
lution is formed, and is now carrying into exc- 
cution, to extinguiſh the freedom of theſe colo- 
nies, by ſubjecting them to a deſpotick govern” ratin 
ment. 


AT 
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Ar this unhappy period we have been autho- 
rized and directed to meet and conſult together 
for the welfare of our common country. We 
accepted the important truſt with diffidence, but 
have endeavoured to diſcharge it with integrity. 
Though the ſtate of theſe colonies would cer- 
tainly juſtify other meaſures than we have ad- 
viſed, yet weighty. reaſons determined us to pre- 
fer thoſe which we have adopted. In the firſt 
place it appeared to us a conduct becoming the 
character theſe colonies have ever ſuſtained, to 
perform, even in the midſt of the unnatural 
diſtrefſes and 1mminent dangers that ſurround 
them, every act of loyalty; and therefore we 
were induced to offer once more to his majeſty 
the petitions of his faithful and oppreſſed fub- 
jects in America. Secondly, regarding, with 
the tender affection which we knew to be 10 uni- 
verſal among our countrymen, the people of the 
kingdom from which we derive our origin, 'we 
could not forbear to regulate our ſteps by an 
expectation of receiving full conviction, that the 
coloniſts are equally. dear to them. Between 
theſe provinces and that body ſubſiſts the ſocial 
band, which we ardently with may never be dif- 
ſolved, and which cannot be diſſolved until their 
minds ſhall become indiſputably hoſtile, or their 
inattention ſhall permit thoſe who are thus hof- 
tile to perſiſt 'in proſecuting, with the powers of 
the realm, the deſtructive meaſures already ope- 
ating againſt the coloniſts; and in either caſe 
hall reduce the latter to ſuch a ſituation, that 
P p they 


in the colonies, in favour of our 


( 298 ) 


they ſhall be compelled to renounce every regard, 
but that of ſelt. preſervation. Notwithſtanding 
the vehemence with which affairs have been im. 
pelled, they have not yet reached that fatal point. 
We do not incline to accelerate their motion, 
already alarmingly rapid; we have choſen a me- 
thod of oppoſition that does not preclude a hearty 
reconciliation with our fellow. citizens on the 
other ſide of the Atlantic. We deeply deplore 


the urgent neceſſity that preſſes us to an immedi. 
ate interruption of commerce, that may prove 


injurious to them. We truſt they will acquit us 
of any unkind intentions towards them, by re- 
flecting that we ſubject ourſelves to ſimilar incon- 
veniencies ; that we are driven by the hands of 
violence into unexperienced and unexpected pub- 
lick convulſions, and that we are contending fot 
freedom ſo often contended for by our anceſtors. 


Tug people of England will ſoon have an 
opportunity of declaring their fentiments con- 
cerning our cauſe. In their piety, generoſity 


and good ſenſe, we repoſe high confidence; and 


cannot, upon a review of paſt events, be perſuad- 
ed, that they, the defenders of true religion, and 
the aſſertors of the rights of mankind, will take 
part againſt their affectionate Proteſtant brethren 
n and their 
own ſecret enemies, whoſe intrigues, for ſeveral 
years paſt, have been wholly exerciſed in ſapping 
the foundations of civil and religious liberty. 
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ANOTHER reaſon that engaged us to prefer 
the commercial mode of oppoſition, aroſe from 
an aſſurance that this mode will prove efficacious 
if it be perſiſted in with fidelity and virtue ; and 
that your conduct will be influenced by theſe 
laudable principles, cannot be queſtioned. Your 
own ſalvation, and that of your poſterity, now 
depends upon yourſelves. You have already 
ſhewn that you entertain a proper ſenſe of the 
bleſſings you are ſtriving to retain. Againſt the 
temporary inconveniencies you may ſuffer from 
a ſtoppage of trade, you will weigh in the oppo- 
ſite balance, the endleſs miſcries you and your 
deſcendants muſt endure from an eſtabliſhed ar- 
bitrary power. You will not forget the honour 
of your country, that muſt, from your behaviour, 
take its title in the eſtimation of the world, to 
glory, or to ſhame ; and you will, with the deepeſt 
attention, reflect, that, if the peaceable mode of 
oppoſition recommended by us be broken and 
rendered ineffectual, as your cruel and haughty 
miniſterial enemies, from a contemptuous opinion 
of your firmneſs, inſolently predict will be the 
caſe, you muſt inevitably be reduced to chooſe, 
either a more dangerous conteſt, or a final, ruin- 
ous and infamous ſubmiſſion. 


MoTrves thus cogent, ariſing from the emer- 
gency of your unhappy condition, mult excite 
your utmoſt diligence and zeal to give all poſſible 
ſtrength and energy to the pacifick meaſures 
calculated for your relief; but we think our. 

telves 
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ſelves bound in duty to obſerve to you, that the 
ſchemes agitated againſt theſe colonies have been 
ſo conducted, as to render it prudent that you 
ſhould extend your views to mournful events, 
and be in all reſpects prepared for every contin. 
gency. Above all things we earneſtly entreat you, 
with devotion of ſpirit, penitence of heart, and 
amendment of life, to humble yourſelves, and 
implore the favour of Almighty Gop : and we 
fervently beſcech his Divine Goodneſs to take you 
into his gracious protection! 


NU. 1 E.. 1, Fact. a 


The addreſs of the general committee of Charleſion, 
to the governor of the province of South-Carolina. 


In general committee, September 29, 17/5. 
_ Mar it pleaſe your ExcELLENcCyY, 


T is with great concern we find that, for ſome 

days paſt, your excellency has been pleaſed to 
withdraw yourſelf from Charleſton, the ſeat of 
your government, and have retired on board the 
King's ſhip. The inconveniencies which mult 
unavoidably ariſe to the people, deprived, by this 
ſtep, of that acceſs to your excellency, which is 
abſolutely neceſſary for tranſacting publick affairs, 
is apparent; and we ſubmit to your excellency's 


conſideration, whether the retirement of our 
governor to a King's ſhip, in this time of general 


diſquictude, when the minds of the people Mr 
fille 
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filled with the greateſt apprehenſions for their 
ſafety, may not encreaſe their alarm, and excite 
jealouſies of ſome premeditated defign againſt 
them. We therefore entreat, that your excel- 
lency will return to Charleſton, the uſual place of 
reſidence of the governor of South-Carolina ; 
and your excellency may be aſſured, that whilſt, 
agreeable to your repeated and ſolemn declara- 
tions, your excellency ſhall take no active part 
againſt the good people of this colony, in the 
preſent arduous ſtruggle for the preſervation of 
their civil liberties, we will, to the utmoſt of our 


power, ſecure to your excellency that ſafety and 
reſpect for your perſon and character, which the 
inhabitants of Carolina have ever wiſhed to ſhew 
to the repreſentative of their ſovereign. 


By order of the general committee, 


HENRY LAURENS, Chairman. 


To lord William Campbell, governor 
and commander in chief, in and over 
his majeſty's province of South-Caro- 
lina, &c. on board his majeſty's ſloop 
Tamer, in Rebellion-Road. | 


His ExcELLENCY's ANSWER. 
Tamer, Rebellion-Road, September 30. 
81 R, 


| HAvE received a meſſage, ſigned by you, 
from a ſet of people who ſtyle themſelves a Ge- 
| neral 
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neral Committee. The preſumption of ſuch an 
addreſs from a body aſſembled by no legal autho. 
rity, and whom I muſt conſider as in actual and 
open rebellion againſt their ſovereign, can only 
be equalled by the outrages which obliged me to 
take refuge on board the King's ſhips in the har. 
bour. It deſerves no anſwer, nor ſhould I have 
given it any, but to mark the hardineſs with 
which you have advanced, that I could fo far 
forget my duty to my ſovereign and my country, 
as to promiſe I would take no active part in 
bringing the ſubverters of our glorious conſtitu- 
tion, and the real liberties of the people, to a ſenſe 
of their duty. The unmanly arts that have al. 
ready been uſed to prejudice me in the general 
opinion, may ſtill be employed by that committee. 
But I never will return to Charleſton till I can 
ſupport the King's authority, and protect his faith- 
ful and loyal ſubjects. Whenever the people of 
this province will put it in my power to render 
them eſſential ſervice, I will, with pleaſure, em- 
brace the opportunity, and think it a very happy 
one. 
I am, 
Sir, 
Your moſt humble ſervant, 
WILLIAM CAMPBELL» 


To Henry Laurens, eſq. 
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NOTE X. Pacz 68. 


By the honourable William-Henry Drayton, eſq. 
A DECLARATION 


HEREAS the liberties of America be- 
ing treacherouſly and cruelly violated, 
by an abandoned adminiſtration in Great-Britain, 
ſurrounding the throne, and deceiving majeſty, 
for their own corrupt purpoſes, thirteen Ameri- 
can colonies, including New-Hampſhire to the 
north, and Georgia to the ſouth, virtuouſly, glo- 
riouſly, (thanks to the Loxp of Hoſts !) ſucceſs- 
fully are confederated, at the hazard of their 
lives and fortunes, to wreſt from the hands of 
traitors thoſe invaluables which they had raviſhed 
from them, and which the Americans have en- 


deavoured to recover by every peaceable mode 
of application. 


AND whereas the tools of adminiſtration have 
encouraged cettain inhabitants of this colony to 
attempt, by every practicable meaſure, to oppoſe 
and to counteract the virtuous efforts of Ameri- 
ca; theſe inhabitants, men of low degree among 
us, though of eminence in this country ; men to- 
tally illiterate, though of common natural parts ; 
men endeavouring, at this calamitous time, to 
nile in the world, by miſleading their honeſt 
neighbours 3 men who are by his excellency the 
governor promiſed to be amply rewarded for 
ſuch 


E 
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ſuch an infamous conduct : theſe men knowing| 


deceive their neighbours, and wickedly ſellin 
their country, have praQtiſed every art, fraud 


and miſrepreſentation, to raiſe in this province 
an oppoſition to the voice of America :—to op. 
poſe this helliſh plan, the honourable the council 
of ſafety for this colony commiſſioned the reve. 
rend William Tennet and myſelf to make a pro. 
greſs through the diſturbed parts of this colony, 
© to explain to the people at large the nature of 
© the unhappy diſputes between Great-Britain and 
© the American colonies ;* thouſands heard and 
believed us; they owned their full conviction; 
they expreſſed their concern that they had been 
miſled ; and they moſt ſincerely acceded to the 
aſſociation formed by the authority of our late 
Congreſs. Such a proceeding did not accord 
with the deſigns of theſe men, batrayers of their 
country, or the wiſhes of his excellency the 
governor, who by. letters inſtigated them to 
ſtrengthen their party. To prevent a further de- 
fection, the leaders of the party reſolved, by the 
din of arms, to drown the voice of reaſon. For 
ſuch an infernal purpoſe, by the inſtigation of 
Moſes Kirkland, on or about the 29th of Auguſt 
laſt, men did actually afſemble in arms, and with 
hoſtile intentions. My immediately aſſembling, 
and marching with a part of the militia, cauſed 
theſe men to diſperſe ; but now, other leaders, 
of the ſame malignant party, correſpondents of 
his excellency the governor, have aſſembled men 


in arms, on the north fide of Saludy river, who 
are 
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are now actually encamped at a charge and ex- 
pence which his excellency the governor has pro- 
miſed to repay z and theſe men threaten to attack 
the troops under my orders. Wherefore, to 
prevent the effuſion of civil bloodſhed, I think 
it my duty to iſſue this declaration, in order that 
| may leave no moderate ſtep untried to recover 
1 few of our unhappy countrymen from theſe 
deluſions, by which they have been drawn on to 
lift their arms againſt their injured country, glo- 


riouſly ſtruggling to enjoy the rights of mankind. 


Axp whereas his excellency the governor has 
iſſued private directions, that all magiſtrates and 
militia officers be required to take the oath of 
allegiance, under penalty of diſmiſſion from their 
leveral ſtations, I do hereby declare, that, in 
point of law, his excellency has no authority to 
make ſuch requiſition from perſons who have al- 
ready ſworn according to law, when they were 
inveſted in offices, civil or military; and that it 
is not only highly unbecoming in his majeſty's 
repreſentative, to threaten his majeſty's loyal 
ſubjects, in order to induce them to do things 
not warranted in law, but ſuch a conduct is of 
a molt deſt ructive tendency to the good of the 
king's real ſervice, inaſmuch as it tends to con- 
vince the people that his majeſty's ſervants in 
ugh truſt, in America, as well as Britain, equal- 
ly conſpire to act without authority in law, to the 
leſtruction of their juſt rights and privileges. 
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ſuch an infamous conduct: theſe men knowing 


deceive their neighbours, and wickedly ſelling 
their country, have practiſed every art, fraud 


and miſrepreſentation, to raiſe in this province 
an oppoſition to the voice of America: to op. 
poſe this helliſh plan, the honourable the council 
of ſafety for this colony commiſhoned the reve. 
rend William Tennet and myſelf to make a pro. 
greſs through the diſturbed parts of this colony, 
© to explain to the people at large the nature of 
© the unhappy diſputes between Great-Britain and 
© the American colonies ;* thouſands heard and 
believed us; they owned their full conviction; 
they expreſſed their concern that they had been 
miſled ; and they moſt ſincerely acceded to the 
aſſociation formed by the authority of our late 
Congreſs. Such a proceeding did not accord 
with the deſigns of theſe men, batrayers of their 
country, or the wiſhes of his excellency the 
governor, who by letters inſtigated them to 
ſtrengthen their party. To prevent a further de- 
fection, the leaders of the party reſolved, by the 
din of arms, to drown the voice of reaſon. For 
ſuch an infernal purpoſe, by the inſtigation of 
Moſes Kirkland, on or about the 29th of Auguſt 
laſt, men did aQually aſſemble in arms, and with 
hoſtile intentions. My immediately afſembling, 
and marching with a part of the militia, cauſed 
theſe men to diſperſe ; but now, other leaders, 
of the ſame malignant party, correſpondents of 
his excellency the governor, have aſſembled men 


in arms, on the north ſide of Saludy river, who 
arc 
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are now actually encamped at a charge and ex- 
pence which his excellency the governor has pro- 
miſed to repay ; and theſe men threaten to attack 
the troops under my orders. Wherefore, to 
prevent the effuſion of civil bloodſhed, I think 
it my duty to iſſue this declaration, in order that 
| may leave no moderate ſtep untried to recover 
1 few of our unhappy countrymen from theſe 
deluſions, by which they have been drawn on to 
lift their arms againſt their injured country, glo- 
riouſly ſtruggling to enjoy the rights of mankind. 


Axp whereas his excellency the governor has 
iſſued private directions, that all magiſtrates and 
militia officers be required to take the oath of 
allegiance, under penalty of diſmiſſion from their 
ſeveral ſtations, I do hereby declare, that, in 
point of law, his excellency has no authority to 
make ſuch requiſition from perſons who have al- 
ready ſworn according to law, when they were 
inveſted in offices, civil or military; and that it 
is not only highly unbecoming in his majeſty's 
repreſentative, to threaten his majeſty's loyal 
ſubjects, in order to induce them to do things 
not warranted in law, but ſuch a conduct is of 
a molt deſtructive tendency to the good of the 
king's real ſervice, inaſmuch as it tends to con- 
vince the people that his majeſty's ſervants in 
ugh truſt, in America, as well as Britain, equal- 
ly conſpire to act without authority in law, to the 
eſtruction of their juſt rights and privileges. 
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AND whereas the leaders of our unhappy and de. 
ceived countrymen, now aſſembled in arms againſt 
the liberties of America, have drawn them into 
this dangerous and difgracetul ſituation, by fill. 
ing their minds with fears and apprehenſions that 
their lives and properties are in danger, from the 
deſigns of the Congreſs, the honourable the 


council of ſafety, the general committee, and the 
troops under my orders, becauſe they, our ſaid 


countrymen, have not acceded to our aſſociation: 
wherefore, to remove all ſuch ill-founded appre- 


henſions, in the name of, and by the authority 
veſted in me by the honourable the council of 
fafcty, I ſolemnly declare, that all ſuch apprehen- 
fions are actually groundleſs ; and I alſo declare, 
in the name of the council of ſafety, that our 
faid unhappy and deceived countrymen may, in 
pertect ſafety of their lives, perſons and property, 
repair to, and continue to dwell and abide at 
home, ſo long as they ſhall chooſe to behave 
peaceably, We ſhudder even at the idea oi 
diſtreſſing them in any ſhape ; we abhor the ide: 
of compelling any perſon to affociate with us; 
we only with ſorrow declare, that any perſon 
who will not aſſociate with, and aid and comfort 
us, in this arduous ſtruggle for our liberties, 


cannot by us be conſidered as friendly to us; 


and, therefore, that we cannot aid and comfort 
tuch perſon, by holding that intercourſe and com. 
munication with ſuch perion as is ulually held 
between friends. 
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Axp thus having, in the name of this colony, 
declared the terms upon which peace and ſafety 
may be had and enjoyed by our unfortunate 
countrymen as aforeſaid, it is my duty alſo to 
declare, that I ſhall march and attack, as publick 
enemics, all and every perſon in arms, or to be 
in arms, In this part of the colony, in oppoſition 
to the meaſures of Congreſs; and having, with 
the utmoſt patience and induſtry, gently endea- 
youred to perſuade men to a peaceable conduct, 
| now ſhall, with equal patience and induſtry, pro- 
ſecute military meaſures with the utmoſt rigour; 
and I make no doubt but that, with the aſſiſt- 
ance of the Almighty,—witneſs our endeavours 
to avert the calamities of war—we ſhall ſpeedily 
obtain—the wiſh of every virtuous American— 
peace, ſafety, and ſecurity to our rights. 


- 


Given under may hand, this 13th day of Sep- 
tember, 1775, at camp, near Ninety-Six. 


WILLIAM-HENRT DRAYTON. 
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I 
A treaty entered into between the honourable Ti. : 
liam-Henry Drayton, eſq. of the one part, in be. * 
half of the congreſs of South-Carolina, and the F 
fawourers of royal government of the other. 1 
HERE AS miſunderſtandings but too : 
olten precipitate men and friends into * 
quarrels and bloodſhed, which, but for ſuch mil. bl 
underſtandings, never would have happened: th 
and whereas the preſent unhappy diſputes be- 10 
tween Great-Britain and North-America, have © 
unhappily occaſioned uneaſineſſes between a part bl 
of the people living between Broad and Saludy po 
rivers, and other adjacent parts, and the other in- ci 
habitants of the colony aforeſaid, from miſunder- the 
{tandings as aforeſaid, inſomuch as the ſaid part ve 
of the people as aforeſaid, having tender con- the 
ſciences, declined to accede to the aflociation, 
ſigned in Congreſs on the 4th of June laſt ; and 
that the ſaid other inhabitants, thereby thinking pee 
that the ſaid declining to accede, proceeded from pre 
principles and deſigns in them the ſaid part 0 ple 
the people, inimical to the proceedings and de- to 
ſigns of the ſaid other inhabitants; and that tic ore 
ſaid part of the people did mean to aid and aflilt, tha 
and join the Britiſh troops, if any ſhould arrive abi. 
in the colony aforeſaid during the preſent unhep. 
py diſputes aforeſaid : and whereas theſe arc pn [ 
WII MC 


niſunderſtandings, and it being the fincere Wi, 
an 
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and deſire of all parts of the colony to live in 
peace and friendſhip with each; wherefore, for 
the clearing up of the ſaid miſunderſtandings, and 
ſor the manifeſtation of the wiſh and defire afore- 
ſaid, colonel Thomas Fletchall, captain John 
Ford, capt. Thomas Green, captain Evan M*Lau- 
rin, the reverend Philip Mulkey, Mr. Robert 
Merrick, and captain Benjamin Wofford, depu- 
ties for, and ſent by the part of the people afore- 
ſaid, have repaired to the camp of the honoura- 
ble William-Henry Drayton, eſquire, acting under 
the authority of the council of ſafety for the co- 
lony : and for the purpoſes aforeſaid it is hereby 
contracted, agreed and declared, by the honoura- 
ble William-Henry Drayton, in purſuance of 
powers veſted in him by the honourable the coun- 
cil of ſafety as aforeſaid, on the one part; and 


ler- the deputies aforeſaid, in purſuance of powers 
zart reſted in them by the ſaid part of the people, on 

on the other part. 

ion, | 

anc I. THaT the ſaid declining of the part of tlie 

ding people aforeſaid, to accede as aforeſaid, did not 

rom proceed from any ill, or even unfriendly princi- 

t ol ple or deſign, in them the ſaid part of the people, 
de to or againſt the principles or deſigns of the con- 

the grels of this colony, or authorities derived from 

wn that body ; but proceeded only from a defire to 

2 aide in their uſual peace and tranquility. 

hav- 

my 


Il. Tua the ſaid part of the people ne er did 
an to aid, aſſiſt, or join ne Britiſh tre vs as 
aforciaid : 
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aforeſaid : and hereby it is declared, that if at 
any time during the preſent unhappy diſputes 
between Great-Britain and North-America, any 
Britiſh troops ſhall or may arrive in this colony, 
the deputies aforeſaid, for themſelves and the part 
of the people aforefaid, by whom they the aid 
deputies are authorized, and whom they do re. 
preſent, declare, that if any Britiſh troops a8 
aforeſaid, ſhall arrive as atoreſaid, they the ſaid 
deputies, and the part of the people aforeſaid, 
ſhall not, and will not give, yield, or afford, 
directly or indirectly, to or for the uſe, advan. 
tage, or comfort of the ſaid Britiſh troops, or 
any part of them, any aid or aſſiſtance whatſo- 


ever; or hold with them the ſaid troops, or any 


part of them, any communication or correſpond- 
ence. 


III. Tnar if at any time during the unhappy 
diſputes as aforeſaid, any perſon or perſons of the 
part of the people aforeſaid, ſhall, by diſcourſe or 
word, reflect upon, cenſure, or condemn ; or by 
any conduct oppoſe the proceedings of the con- 
greſs of this colony, or authorities derived from 
them; the ſaid colony, the council of ſafety, or 
general committee, as the caſe may be, ſhall, 
without being deemed to give any umbrage !0 
the part of the people aforeſaid, ſend to any of 
the deputies aforeſaid, to make requiſition, that 
any and every ſuch perſon or perſons as afore- 
ſaid, offending in any of the premiſes aforeſaid, 


againſt the proceedings of the congreſs, or au- 
thoritics 


1 


thorities aforeſaid, may and ſhall be delivered up 
to the authority of the congreſs, or the tribunals 
under that authority, to be queſtioned and tried, 
and proceeded againſt according to the mode of 
proceeding by authority of Congreſs: and if 
ſuch perſon or perſons as aforeſaid, be not deli- 
vered up as aforeſaid, within fourteen days after 
requiſition as aforeſaid, then, in ſuch caſe, the 
congreſs, or council of ſafety, or general com- 
mittee, may and ſhall be at liberty to uſe every 
means, to apprehend any, and every ſuch perſon 
or perſons as laſt aforeſaid, and queſtion, try, 
and proceed againſt as aforeſaid, every ſuch 
perſon or perſons as aforeſaid. 


IV. THaT if any perſon or perfons, who has 
or have figned, or ſhall ſign the aſſociation afore- 
ſaid, ſhall, without authority of congreſs, moleſt 
any perſon or perſons of the part of the people 


pi atoreſaid, in ſuch caſe, application ſhall be made 
> Of to the ſaid congreſs, or council of ſafety, or 
r by general committee, in order that ſuch perſon or 
con- perſons as laſt aforeſaid, be puniſhed for, and 


rom reſtrained from, moleſting as aforeſaid. 


hall, Axp it is hereby declared, that all and every 
e to perſon of the part of the people as aforeſaid, not 
ny of oltending in or againſt any of the premiſes afore- 
that lad, ſhall and may continue to dwell and remain 
afore- at home as uſual, ſafe in their lives, perſons and 
eſaid, properties, ſuch being nothing more than what 


r au- has been, and is the aim, intention, and inclina- 
oritics tion 


1 


tion of the congreſs of this colony, and the ay. 
thorities under that body. All perſons who ſhall 
not conſider themſelves as bound by this treaty, 
muſt abide. 


Done at the camp, near Ninety-Six, this 16th 
day of September, 1775. 


| Signed, 
. William-Henry Drayton, 
i Witneſs, Thomas Fletchal, 


| William Thomſon, 8 
f Ely Kerſhaw, Thomas Green, 


: Evan M<Laurin, 
Francis Salvador. Benjamin Wofford, 


NMS1--£3-----L1,.. Pact 5 


An abſtract of the principal clauſes of an act of par- 
liament of Great-Britain, paſſed in December 
1775, entitled, * An af to prohibit all trade 
© and intercourſe with the colonies of New. 
* Hampſhire, Maſſachuſetts-Bay, Rhode-Iſland, 
Connecticut, New-York, New-Ferſey, Pennſy!- 
c wania, the Three Lower Counties on Delaware, 
Maryland, Virginia, North. Carolina, South- 
Carolina and Georgia, during the continuance 
F the preſent rebellion within the ſaid colonies 
* reſpectively,” &c. 


HEREAS many perſons in the colonics 
of New-Hampſhire, Maſſachuſetts-Bay, 


Rhode.-Iſland, Connecticut, New-York, New- ” 
ey: 
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fey, Pennſylvania, the Three Lower Counties on 
Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North-Carolina, 
gouth-Carolina and Georgia, have ſet themſelves 
in open rebellion and defiance to the juſt and legal 
authority of the King and parliament of Great- 
Britain, to which they ever have been, and of right 
ought to be, ſubjects ; and have aſſembled together 
an armed force, engaged his majeſty's troops, and 
attacked his forts—have uſurped the power of 
government, and prohibited all trade and com- 
merce with this kingdom and the other parts of 
his majeſty's dominions : for the more ſpeedily 
and effectually ſuppreſling ſuch wicked and daring 
deſigns, and for preventing any aid, ſupply or 
aſſiſtance, being ſent thither during the continu- 
ance of the ſaid rebellious and treaſonable com- 
motions, Be it therefore declared and enacted 
by the King's moſt excellent majeſty, by and 
with the advice and conſent of the lords ſpiritual 
and temporal, and commons in this preſent par- 
lament afſembled, and by the authority of the 
lame, that all manner of trade and commerce, 
is and ſhall be prohibited with the colonies of 
New-Hampſkire, Maſſachuſetts-Bay, Rhode-Ifland, 
Connecticut, New-York, New- Jerſey, Pennſylva- 
ma, the Three Lower Counties on Delaware, 
Maryland, Virginia, North- Carolina, South-Caro- 
ina and Georgia: and that all ſhips and veſſels 
ot or belonging to the inhabitants of the faid 
colonies, together with their cargocs, apparel and 
urniture, and all other ſhips and veſſels whatſo— 
"ver, together with their cargoes, apparcl and 

Kr furniture, 
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furniture, which ſhall be found trading in any 
port or place of the ſaid colonies, or going to 
trade, or coming from trading, in any ſuch port 
or place, ſhall become forteited to his majeſty, 28 
if the ſame were the ſhips and effects of open 
enemies, and ſhall be fo adjudged, deemed, and 
taken in all courts of admiralty, and in all other 
courts whatſoever. 


PROVIDED always, and it is hereby further 
enacted and declared by the authority aforeſaid, 
that nothing in this act ſhall extend, or be con- 
ſtrued to extend, to ſuch ſhips and veſſels as ſhall 
be actually retained or employed in his majeſty's 
ſervice, or to ſuch ſhips and veſſels as ſhall be 
laden with proviſions for the uſe of his majeſty's 
forces, armies or garriſons, or for the uſe of the 
inhabitants of any town or place garriſoned or 
poſſeſſed by any of his majeſty's troops, provided 
the maſter of ſuch ſhips and veſſels reſpectiveh 
ſhall produce a licenſe in writing, under the hand 
and ſeal of the lord high admiral of Great-Bri- 
tain, for the time being, or of three or more 


_ commiſſioners for the time being, for executing 


the office of lord high admiral of Great-Britain, 
or the commanders of his majeſty's fleets or at- 
mies, or of the governor, lieutenant-governor, ot 
commander in chief of. any of his majeſty's colo- 
nies or provinces not herein before mentioned, 
ſpecifying the voyage in which ſuch ſhip or vec 
ſhall be employed, and exprefling the time 10! 
which ſuch licenſe ſnall ſubſiſt and be in force 


17117 
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and alſo expreſſing the quantity and ſpecies of the 
{aid ſtores and proviſions on board: and if any 
goods, wares or merchandize, other than ſtores 
and proviſions for his majeſty's uſe, or proviſions 
ſor the uſe of the inhabitants of any town or 
place garriſoned and poſſeſſed by his majeſty's 
troops, ſhall be found on board ſuch ſhips or 
veſſels, (the neceſſary ſtores for the ſhip's uſe, 
and the baggage of the paſſengers only excepted) 
in any or either of thoſe caſes, the goods, wares 
and merchandizes, ſhall be forfeited, and ſhall 


and may be ſeized and proſecuted in the manner 
herein after directed. 
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AxD, for the encouragement of the officers and 
ſcamen of his majeſty's ſhips of war, be it further 
enacted, that the flag-officers, captains, command- 
ers, and other commiſſioned officers in his maje- 
ſty's pay; and alſo the ſeamen, mariners, and 
loldiers on board, ſhall have the ſole intereſt and 
property of, and in all and every ſuch ſhip, veſſel, 
goods and merchandize, which they ſhall ſeize or 
take, (being firſt adjudged lawful prizes in any 
of his majeſty's courts of admiralty) to be di- 
vided in ſuch proportions, and after ſuch manner, 
as his majeſty ſhall think fit to order and dire& 


by proclamation or proclamations hereafter to be 
ilued for thoſe purpoſes. 


Axp be it further enacted by the authority 
akorcſaid, that it ſhall and may be lawful to and 


lar the ſaid Hag-ofticers, captains and command- 
| Bog ers 


9 
ers reſpectively, to cauſe to be taken, or put of 
board any of his majeſty's ſhips or veſſels of war, 
or on board any other ſhips or veſſels, all and 
every the maſters, crews and other perſons, who 
ſhall be found on board ſuch ſhip and ſhips 2 
ſhall be ſeized and taken as prizes as aforeſaid, 
as alſo to enter the names of ſuch of the ſaid ma. 
riners and crews, upon the book or books of his 
majeſty's ſaid ſhips or veſſels, as they the fail 
flag-officers, captains and commanders, ſhall re. 
ſpectively think fit; from the time and times of 
which Haid entries reſpectively, the ſaid mariner 
and crews ſhall be conſidered, and they are here. 
by declared to belong to, and to be as ſuch in 
the ſervice of his majeſty, to all iritents and pur: 
pofcs, as if the ſaid mariners and crews had er- 
tered themſelves voluntarily to ſerve on board hi: 
majeſty's ſaid ſhips and vellels reſpeQively : and 
alſo that it ſhall and may be lawful to and for the 
ſaid flag-officers, captains and commanders r. 
ſpectively; to detain or cauſe to be detained aud 
kept, the maſters and other perſons; and als 
fuch other of the mariners and crews of the {aid 
prize ſllips as ſhall not be entered upon the books 


of his majeſty's ſhips or veſſels of war as afore- 


faid, in and on board any ſhip or ſhips, veſſe 
or veſſels wharſoever, until the arrival of ſuch 
jaſt- mentioned ſhips or veſſels in ſome port | 
Great-Britain or Ireland, or in any port of Ame- 
rica not in rebellion ; and upon the arrival of 
thoſe ſhips or veſſels in any ſuch port, the com- 


manders thereof are hereby reſpectively ne, 
7ize 
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1 
cd and required immediately to ſet the ſaid 
1at-mentioned mariners and crews, and alſo the 
faid maſters and other perſons at liberty on ſhore 
there. - 


ProvipeD always, and it is hereby further 
enacted by the authority aforeſaid, that nothing 
herein contained ſhall extend, or be conſtrued to 
extend, to any ſhip or veſſel the property of any 
perſon or perſons reſiding in the ſaid colonies of 
New-Hampſhire, Maſſachuſetts-Bay, Connecticut, 
New-York, New-Jerſey, Pennſylvania, the Three 
Lower Counties on Delaware, Maryland, Virgi- 
nia, North-Carolina, South-Carolina and Geor- 
gia, or any or either of them, which ſhall have 
failed for Great-Britain or Ireland from any Bri- 
tiſn ſugar-colony or plantation in the Weſt-Indies, 
on or before the firſt day of March 1776, laden 
with any goods or commodities which before the 
paſſing of this act might be ſo lawfully tranfported 
and carried in ſuch ſhip or veſſel, nor to any ſhip 
or veſſel the property of any perſon or perſons 
reſiding in the ſaid colonies of New-Hampſhire, 
Maſſachuſetts-Bay, Rhode-Ifland, Connecticut, 
New-York, New-Jerſey, Pennſylvania, the Three 
Lower Counties on Delaware, Maryland, Virgi- 
ma, North-Carolina, South-Carolina and Geor- 
gia, or any or either of them, which, on or be- 
ore the firſt day of January 1776, ſhall have 
arrived at any of the Britiſh ſugar-colonies or 
Plantations in the Weſt-Indies, laden with lum 
ber and proviſions, or either of them and after 

diſcharging 
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diſcharging the ſame at ſuch ſugar- colony or 
plantation ſhall, on or before the firſt day of Au- 
guſt 1776, lade and take on board there, in 
order to be tranſported from thence into Great. 


Britain or Ireland, any goods or commodities 


which, may be lawfully tranſported from ſuch 
ſugar-colony or plantation into Great-Britain or 
Ireland reſpectively, in any other Britiſh veſſel, 
upon condition that the maſter or perſon having 
the charge of ſuch ſhip or veſſel which ſhall have 
io arrived on or before the ſaid firſt day of Ja- 
nuary 1776, and ſhall have been loaded on or 
before the ſaid firſt day of Auguſt 1576, ſhall 
produce a certificate under the hand and ſeal of 
office of the collector and comptroller, or other 
principal officer of his majeſty's cuſtoms for the 
port or place where ſuch goods ſhall be laden, 
certifying that ſuch ſhip or veſſel did arrive at 
ſuch ſugar-colony or plantation on or before the 
firſt day of January 1776, laden with Jumber 
and proviſions, or either of them, as the calc 


may be; and that after having diſcharged thc 


ſame in ſuch ſugar-colony or plantation, ſhe had 
taken on board the ſeveral goods therein laden 
for Great-Britain or Ireland reſpectively, deſcrib- 
ing the name and burden of the ſhip, with the 
name of the maſter and the contents of the car- 
go, with the particular marks and numbers of the 
packages of each ſort and ſpecies of goods ſo 
laden, the port or place where, and the time 
when laden, and the port in Great-Britain or 


Ireland to which the goods are conſigned ; w 
that 
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that bond and ſecurity hath been given for the 
que landing thereof according to law, which 
certificate ſuch collector and comptroller, or other 
principal officer of the cuſtoms, are hereby re- 
quired and enjoined to give without fee or 


reward. 


PROVIDED always, and be it further enacted 
by the authority aforeſaid, that nothing in this 
act ſhall extend, or be conſtrued to extend, to 
any ſhip or veſſel, or the cargo thereof, which 
ſhall have been or may be cleared out from any 
port in Great-Britain or Ireland, before the firſt 
day of January 1776, and ſhall be bound to any 
of the Britiſh ſugar-colonies in the Weſt-Indies, 


the or which hath been, or may be ſo cleared out 
en, from the ſaid Britiſh ſugar-colonies, and ſhall be 
at bound to Great-Britain or Ireland, in caſe it ſhall 


appear by the regiſter of ſuch ſhip or veſſel that 
two-thirds at leaſt of the owners of ſuch ſhip or 
veſſel are his majeity's ſubjects, reſiding in Great- 
Britain or Ireland, or in ſome of the ſaid Britiſh 
lugar-colonies, nor to any ſhip or veſſel, or the 
cargo thereof, which ſhall be cleared out from 


rib- any port in Great-Britain or Ireland, after the 
the twentieth day of January 1776, and ſhall be 
car- bound to any of the Britiſh ſugar-colonies, or 
the which ſhall be cleared out after the twenty: ſifthi 


day of March 1976, from the ſaid Britiſh ſugar- 


time colonies, and ſhall be bound to Great-Britain or 
1 or lrcland in caſe it ſhall appear by the oath or af— 
and irmation of one or more of the owners of ſuch 


ſhip 
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mip or veſſel, to be endorſed on the regiſter 
thereof, to be taken before the collector or other 
principal officer of the cuſtoms at the port ot 
place where ſuch ſhip or veſſel ſhall be cleared 
out, (which oath or affirmation ſuch colleQor ot 
other principal officer of the cuſtoms is hereby 
authorized and required to adminiſter) that two. 
thirds at leaſt of ſuch ſhip or veſſel are the pro- 
perty of his majeſty's ſubjeQs reſiding in Great. 
Britain or Ireland, or in ſome of the ſaid ſugar. 
colonics or plantations. 


AND whereas many and large debts are now 
due from the inhabitants of the North-American 
colonies herein before mentioned, to divers of his 
majeſty's good and loyal ſubjects reſiding in Great- 
Britain, Ireland, and the Britiſh plantations ia the 
Weſt-Indies—and many of ſuch good and loyal 
ſubjects may have eſtates and effects in ſome 0: 
the ſaid North-American colonies : and wheres 
goods and merchandize have been or may be 
ſhipped or laden in the ſaid colonies for and on 
account of ſuch debts, eſtates or effects—and 
other goods and merchandize may be laden there 
and ſent from thence in conſequence of orders 
given for that purpoſe; Be it therefore enactec 
by the authority aforeſaid, that nothing in thi 
act ſhall extend, or be conſtrued to extend, tv 
any ſhip or veſſel which ſhall have cleared ov! 
and failed from any of the ſaid colonics for Grcat- 
Britain, Ircland, or any of the Brill plantation: 


in the Weſt-Indies, on or before the firſt day + 
Januar” 
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January 1776, nor ſhall extend, or be conſtrued 
to extend, to forfeit any goods or merchandize 
or effects, which ſhall be laden or ſhipped on 
board any ſhip or veſſel in any of the ſaid North- 


American colonies on or before the twenty-fifth 
day of March 1776, as a remittance to any of 


his majeſty's ſubje&s reſiding in Great-Britain, 
[reland, or the Britiſh colonies or plantations in 
the Weſt-Indies, for or on account of any ſuch 
eſtates, effects or debts, or in conſequence of 
any order given for that purpoſe before the twen- 
ty-firlt day of December 1775, provided that 
proof thereof ſhall be made on oath of the par- 
ties to whom ſuch goods, merchandize or effects, 
mall be conſigned, or otherwiſe to the ſatisfacti- 
on of the judge or court before whom any ſei- 


zure of ſuch goods, merchandize or effects, ſhall 
be depending, any thing herein contained to the 


contrary notwithſtanding. 


PROVIDED always, and it is hereby further 
enacted by the authority aforeſaid, that nothing 
herein contained ſhall extend, or be conſtrued to 
extend, to any ſhip or veſſel the property of any 
perlon or perſons reſiding in the ſaid colonies 


of New-Hampſhire, Maflachuſetts-Bay, Rhode- 


Iſland, Connecticut, New-York, New-Jerſcy, 


_ Pennſylvania, the Three Lower Counties on De- 


laware, Maryland, Virginia, North- Carolina, 
South-Carolina and Georgia, which, on or be— 
fore the firſt day of January 1776, ſhall have 
failed from any port or place in Europe where 
8 | inch 
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ſuch ſhip or veſſel might lawfully trade, or which, 
on or before the firſt day of January 1776, ſhall 
be actually laden in any ſuch port or place for 
Great-Britain or Ireland, with ſuch goods and 
merchandize as ſuch ſhip or veſſcl might lawfully 
ſo tranſport ; nor to any ſhip or veſlel as ſhall, on 
the ſaid firſt day of January 1776, remain in 
any port of Great-Britain or Ireland, any thing 


herein contained to the contrary thereof in any. 


wiſe notwithſtanding. 


Proviped alſo, and it is hereby further enact. 
ed by the authority aforeſaid, that nothing in 
this act contained ſhall extend, or be conſtrued 
to extend, to any ſhip or veſlel, being the proper- 
ty of any of the inhabitants of the iſland of Nan- 
tucket, employed in the whale fiſhery only, if it 
ſhall appear by the papers on board, that ſuch 
ſhip or veſſel was fitted and cleared from thence 
before the firſt day of December 1775, or if the 
maſter or other perſon having the charge of any 
ſuch ſhip or veſſel as aforeſaid, ſhall produce 2 
certificate under the hand and ſeal of the governor 
or commander in chief of the province of the 


Maſſachuſetts-Bay, ſetting forth, that ſuch ſhip 


or veſſel (expreſſing her name and the name of 
her maſter, and deſcribing her built and burden) 
is the whole and entire property of his majelty's 
ſubjeQs of the ſaid iſland of Nantucket, and was 
the property of one or more of them on or be— 


fore the twenty-fiſth day of March 1775. 
AND 


18 


Axp whereas, before the paſſing this act, and 
ſince the commencement of the ſaid unnatural 
rebellion, divers perſons, veſſels, cargoes and 
other effects, may have been ſeized, detained, 
examined, ſearched, damaged or deſtroyed, for 
the publick ſervice, in withſtanding or ſuppreſſing 
the ſaid rebellion, Be it further enacted by the au- 
thority aforeſaid, that all ſuch acts ſhall be deem- 
ed juſt and legal to all intents, conſtructions and 
purpoſes whatſoever ; and if any action or ſuit 
ſhall be commenced or proſecuted: againſt any 
perſon or perſons for or by reaſon of any thing 
ſo done, or for or by reaſon of any thing done 
or ated in purſuance of this act, then, and in 
every ſuch caſe ſuch action or ſuit ſhall be com- 
menced within fix calendar months next after 
the fact committed, and not afterwards ; and the 
defendant or defendants ſhall and may plead the 
general iſſue, and give this act and the ſpecial mat- 
ter in evidence; and if the act ſhall appear to have 
been done for the ſervice of the publick, or in 
purſuance of and by the authority of this act, or 
if any ſuch action or ſuit ſhall be brought after 


the time herein before limited for bringing the 


ſame, then the jury ſhall find for the defendant 
or defendants; and, upon ſuch finding, or if the 
plaintiif or plaintiffs ſhall be nonſuited, or diſcon— 
tinue his or their action after the defendant or 
dicndants ſhall have appeared, or if any demur- 
rer, judgment ſhall be given againſt the plaintiff 
or plaintiffs, the defendant or detendants ſhall 
and may recover treble colts. 


AND 


SB... 


AnD be it further enacted by the authority afore. 
ſaid, that this act, as far as the ſame relates to the 
capture and forteiture of ſhips and veſſels belong. 
ing to the inhabitants of the above-mentioned 
colonies, ſhall, except in the caſes herein before 
mentioned, commence and be in force from and 
after the firſt day of January 1776; and fo far 
as the ſame relates to the capture and forfeiture 
of all other ſhips and veſſels that ſhall be found 
going to trade in or at any of the ſaid colonies, 
from and after the firſt day of February 1776; 
and ſo far as the ſame relates to the capture and 
forfeiture of all other ſhips and veſſels that ſhall 
be found trading in or at any of the ſaid colo- 
nies, or bound and trading from any port or 
place in the ſame, from and after the twenty-fifth 
day of March 1776, and ſhall continue to be in 
force ſo long as the ſaid colonies reſpectively ſhall 
remain in a ſtate of rebellion. 


PROVIDED always nevertheleſs, and it is here- 
by enacted by the authority aforeſaid, that, in 
order to encourage all well- affected perſons in 
any of the ſaid colonies to exert themſelves in 
ſuppreſſing the rebellion therein, and to afford a 
ſpeedy protection to thoſe who are diſpoſed to 
return to their duty, it ſhall and may be lawful 
to and for any perſon or perſons appointed and 
authorized by his majeſty to grant a pardon 0! 
pardons to any number or deſcription of perſons, 
by proclamation, in his majeſty's' name, to de- 


clare any colony or province to be at the _ 
0 
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of his majeſty 3 and, from and after the iſſuing 


of any ſuch proclamation in any of the aforeſaid 


colonies or provinces, or if his majeſty ſhall be 
graciouſly pleaſed to ſignify the ſame by his royal 
proclamation, then, from and after the iſſuing of 
ſuch proclamation this act, with reſpe& to ſuch 
colony or province, colonies or provinces, county, 
town, port, diſtri or place, ſhall ceaſe, deter- 
mine, and be utterly void; and if any capture 
ſhall be made after the date and ifluing of ſuch 
proclamation of any ſhips or veſſels and their car- 
goes, belonging to the inhabitants of any ſuch 
colony or province, colonies or provinces reſpec- 
tively, the ſame ſhall be reſtored to the owners 
of ſuch ſhips or veſſels, upon claim being entered, 
and due proof made, of their property therein, 


and the captors ſhall not be liable to any action 


tor ſeizing or detaining the ſaid ſhips or veſſels, 
or their cargoes, without proof being made that 


they had actual notice of ſuch proclamation hav- 
ing been iſſued. 


ProviIDeD always, that ſuch proclamation or 
proclamations ſhall not diſcharge or ſuſpend any 
proceedings upon any capture of any ſuch ſhip 
or veſſel made before the date and iſſuing thereof. 


NOTE 


(326 3 
NOTE XIII. PAGE 127. 


South-Carolina, Charleſton diſtrict, 


At a court of general ſeſſions of the peace, oyer and 
terminer, aſſize of general gaol delivery, begun 1 
be holden in and for the diſtrict of Charleſton, at 
Charleſton in the colony aforeſaid, on Tueſday the 
23d day of April, in the year of our Lord 1776, 


The preſentments of the grand-jury for the oo 
diſtrict. 


I. F ULLY ſenſible and thoroughly convinced, 

that to live in a ſociety without laws or a 
proper execution of them, to reſtrain the licenti- 
ous nature of mankind, is the greateſt miſery 
that can befal a people, and muſt render any bo- 
dy of men in ſuch a ſituation, but little ſuperior 
to a herd of brutes; and being no leſs ſenſible 
that it was the ſcheme of a corrupt nefarious ad- 
miniſtration in Great-Britain to reduce th- goοd 
people of this colony to that wretched fituxtion, 
from a want of officers to execute the laws. thoſe 
whom they had appointed having refuſed to at 
in their reſpective ſtations, that through the evil 
effects of anarchy and confuſion, the people might 
become an caſy prey to the cruel deſigns of theit 
inſidious enemies; while we lament the neceſſity 
which has obliged the people to reſume into theit 
hands, thoſe powers of government which were 


originally derived from themſelves for the pro- 
tection 


WJ | 


tection of thoſe rights which Gop alone has giv- 
en them, as eſſential to their happineſs; we 
cannot but expreſs our moſt unfeigned joy in the 
happy conſtitution of government now eſtabliſhed 
in this colony, which promiſes every bleſſing to 
its inhabitants which a people endued with virtue, 
and a juſt regard to the rights of mankind, could 
deſire. With gratitude to the Divine Ruler of 
human events, and with the moſt pleaſing expect- 
ation of happineſs from a conſtitution ſo wiſe in 
its nature, and virtuous in its ends, being founded 
on the ſtricteſt principles of juſtice and humanity, 
and conſiſtent with every privilege incident to the 
dignity of a rational being; we cannot but de- 
clare we think every oppoſition to its operations, 
or diſregard to its authority, the fouleſt crimina- 
lity a mortal can be guilty of, highly offenſive to : 
the eyes of Gop and of all juſt men, and deſerv— 
ing the moſt exemplary puniſhment. 


We cannot but deplore the unhappy ſituation 
of any few amongſt all the people of this colony, 
who, through an ignorance of their true intereſts 
and juſt rights, and from a want of proper in- 
tormation of the real truth, may be miſled by the 
artifice and cunning of their falſe and deſigning 
enemies, from a real ſenſe of thoſe benefits which 
our preſent conſtitution has ſo amply provided 
tor : benefits which are not confined or limited 
to any ranks or degrees of men in particular, but 
generally, equally and indifcriminately extending 
to all, from the richeſt to the pooreſt, and which 

time 


2 
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time and a little patient experience muſt ſoon 
evince. fl e 

EvE NT good citizen muſt be happy in the con- 
ſideration of the choice of thoſe officers, appointed 
in the adminiſtration of our preſent government; 
as well in the impartial mode of an appointment 
ariſing from the people themſelves, and the li- 
mited duration of their power, as in their per- 
ſonal characters as men, juſtly beloved and re- 
vered by their country, and whoſe merits and 
virtues entitle them to every pre- eminence. 


FiLLED with theſe ſentiments, ariſing from 


mature deliberation, and the moſt impartial en- 


quiry, we muſt further declare, that bleſſings 
ſuch as theſe we have before enumerated, are 
too ineſtimable to be loſt; and that nothing in 
nature can repay the leaſt violation of them; and 


although an accommodation with the power 


which attempts to deſtroy them, may be highly 
worthy of attention, and upon principles truly 
honourable, of obtaining; yet we think it a fa- 
cred duty incumbent on every citizen, to main- 
tain and defend with his life and fortune, what 1s 
given and entruſted to him by the Hand of Pro- 
vidence, not for his own good only, but for the 
laſting happineſs of poſterity ; a truſt, which no 
law can ever annul, which is the grand principle 1 
of exiſtence, and the ſource of every ſocial virtue. 


II. We prefent as a grievance intolerable ny I 
the 
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the ſpirit of the people, born and nurtured in the 
arms of freedom, and, though ever ſubmiſſive to 
the juſt mandates of legal authority, holding 
every oppreſſion as deteſtable; the unjuſt, cruel, 
and diabolical acts of the Britiſh parliament, not 
only declaring the good people of the United 
Colonies of North-America rebels, for defending 
thoſe invaluable rights, which no human power 
can lawfully diveſt them of, but making all mur- 
ders, rapines, thefts, robberies, and other inhu- 
man oppreſſions, done before the paſſing of thoſe 
acts, without authority, and which were after 
paſing the ſaid acts to be done by the Britiſh 
forces in theſe colonies, legal and warrantable, to 
the eternal diſgrace and indelible infamy of a 
kingdom once renowned for her juſtice, honour 
and humanity, but now meanly deſcending to 
that wanton profligacy which even ſavages abhor. 


Jonathan Scott, foreman, John Owen, 


George Cooke, John Smyth, 
Thomas Jones, Joſeph Jenkins, 
John Lightwood, Joſeph Cox, 
Peter Leger, Daniel Leſſeſne, 
Philip Mayer, Lewis Dutarque, 
llaac Mazyck, John Singeltary. 


NOTE 


Wo: 


N O, T E. ALVs:. BAG, . 


By major general Clinton, commander of his maje. 


s forces in the ſouthern provinces of North. 
America. 


A PROCLAMATION. 


HEREAS the moſt unprovoked and 

wicked rebellion has for ſome time paſt 
prevailed, and doth now exiſt, within his majeſty's 
province of South-Carolina ; and the inhabitants, 


forgetting their allegiance to their ſovereign, . 


and denying the authority of the laws and ſta- 
tutes of the realm, have, in a ſucceſſion of crimes, 


proceeded to the total ſubverſion of all lawful 


authority, uſurping the powers of government, 
and erecting a tyranny in the hands of congreſſes 
and committees of various denominations, utter- 
ly unknown and repugnant to the ſpirit of the 
Britiſh conſtitution ; and divers people, in avowed 
defiance to all legal authority, are now actualh 
in arms, waging unnatural war againſt their King: 
and whereas all attempts to reclaim the infatu- 
ated and miſguided multitude to a ſenſe of their 
error, have unhappily proved ineffeQual : I have 
it in command to proceed forthwith againſt all 
ſuch men, or bodies of men in arms, and againſt 
all congreſſes and committees thus unlawfully 
eſtabliſned, as againſt open enemies to the ſtate, 
But, conſidering it a duty inſeparable from the 


principle of humanity, firſt of all to ſorewarn the 
deluded 


1 
deluded people of the miſeries ever attendant 
upon civil war, I do moſt earneſtly entreat, and 
exhort them, as they tender their own happineſs, 
and that of their poſterity, to appeaſe the venge- 
ance of an injured and juſtly incenſed nation, by 
a return to their duty to our common ſovereign, 
and to the bleſſings of a free government, as eſta- 
bliſhed by law; hereby offering, in his majeſty's 
name, free pardon to all ſuch as ſhall lay down 
their arms, and ſubmit to the laws. And I do 


hereby require, that the provincial congreſs and 
all committees of ſafety, and other unlawful aſſo- 


ciations, be diflolved, and the judges allowed to 
hold their courts according to the laws and con- 
ſtitution of this province; of which all perſons 
are required to take notice, as they will anſwer 
the contrary at their utmoſt peril. 


Given on board the Sovereign tranſport, the 
6th day of June, 1776, and in the 16th year 
of his majeſty's reign. 

H. CLinToON. 
By command of general Clinton, 
Richard Reave, ſecretary. 


To the magiſtrates of the province of 


South-Carolina, to be by them made 
publick. 


NOTE 
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Is CONGRESS. 
Philadelphia, July 2oth, 1776. 


ESOLVED, that the thanks of the United 
States of America be given to major-gene- 

ral Lee, colonel William Moultrie, colonel Wil. 
liam Thompſon, and the officers and ſoldiers 
under their commands, who, on the 28th of June 
laſt, repulſed, with ſo much valour, the attack 
which was that day made on the ſtate of South- 
Carolina, by the fleet and army of his Britannic 


majeſty. 


THraT mr. preſident tranſmit the foregoing re. 
ſolution to general Lee, colonel Moultrie and 
colonel Thompſon. | 


By order of the Congreſs, 
Joun Haxcocx, preſident. 


NOTE AVI. Faoz 16 


A return of the number of privates, and of the 
names of the officers, in the ſecond regiment of 
South-Carolina, who were in the fort on Sulli- 
dan's i land, and fought the Britiſh fleet on the 
28th June 1776. 


major, ten captains, ſeven firſt lieutenants, 
nine ſecond lieutenants, one adjutant, twenty- 
four 


NE colonel, one licutenant-colonel, one 


fout 
thre 


6 
ſour ſergeants, fourteen drums and fifes, and 
three hundred and fix privates. 


Names of the Orx1ctss. 


William Moultrie, colonel, 3 
Iſaac Motte, licutenant-colonel, 1 
Francis Marion, major. 


„ 


Peter Horry, 
Nicholas Eveleigh, 
James M Donald, 
Iſaac Harleſton, 
Charles Motte, 
Francis Huger, 
Richard Aſhby, 
Richard Shubrick, 
William Oliphant, 
John Blake. 


LIEU TEMA N-I1 8. 


William Charnock, 
Thomas Lefleſne, 
Thomas Moultrie, 

Daniel Maryck, 

Jacob Shubrick, 

Thomas Dunbar, 
William Moultrie, junior, 


Thomas 
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Thomas Hall, 

Henry Gray, 

Iſaac Duboſe, 
Richard-Bohun Baker, 
Adrian Provauſe, 

Richard Maſon, 

Peter Gray, 

Baſil Jackſon, 

Mar1on, 

Andrew Delient, adjutant. 


NOTE XVI. Pagos *299 

Intercepted letters, relative to a plan of. co-operation 
by the Britiſh Indians and tories againſt the friend: 
of Congreſs in the weſtern parts of the ſouthern 


ſtates. 


GENTLEMEN, 


OME time ago mr. Cameron and myſelf 
wrote you a letter by mr. Thomas, and en- 
cloſed you a talk we had with the Indians reſpedl- 
ing the purchaſe which is reported you lately made 
of them, on the river Wattaga Neluchudkey, 
&c. we are fince informed that you are under 
great apprehenſions of the Indians doing miſchief 
immediately; but it is not the deſire of his majc- 
ſty to ſet his friends and allies the Indians on 
his liege lubjects, therefore whoever you are, that 
are willing to join his majeſty's forces, as ſoon # 


they arrive at the Cherokee nation, by repairing 
to 


to t 
thei 
evel 
tain 
his 
con 


ous 
and 
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will! 
defe 
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to the King's ſtandard, ſhall find protection, and 
their families, and be free from all danger what- 
erer; yet, that his majeſty's officers may be cer- 
tain which of you are willing to take up arms in 
his majeſty's juſt right, I have thought fit to re- 
commend it to you, and every one that is deſir- 
ous of preventing inevitable ruin to themſelves 
and families, immediately to ſubſcribe a written 
paper, acknowledging their allegiance to his ma- 
jeſty King George, and that they are ready and 
willing, whenever called on, to appear in arms in 
defence of the Britiſh right in America ; which 
paper, as ſoon as it is ſigned, and ſent to me by a 
ſafe hand, ſhould any of the inhabitants be deſir- 
ous of knowing how they are to be free from 
every kind of inſult or danger, inform them that 
lis majeſty will immediately land an army in the 
Weſt.-Flordia, march them through the Creek to 
the Chickaſaw nation, where five hundred war- 
riors from each nation are to join them, and then 
come by Chote, who have promiſed their aſliſt- 
ance, and then to take poſſeſſion of the frontiers 
of North-Carolina and Virginia, at the fame 
time that his majeſty's forces make a diverſion 
on the ſea coaſt of thoſe provinces. If any of 
the inhabitants have any beef, cattle, flour, pork, 

or horſes to ſpare, they ſhall have a good price 
lor them, ſor applying to us as ſoon as his maje- 
ly: troops are embodied. 


| am, 
Your's, &c. 


(Signed) IIENS RX STUART: 


1 


War race. 


Tuis day Nathan Read came before one of 
the juſtices of Wattaga, and made oath on the 
Holy Evangeliſts of Almighty Gop, that a ſtranger 
came up to Charles Robinſon's gate yeſterday 
evening, who he was he did not know, and de. 
livered a letter, a true copy of which is above, 


Joun CarTtR 
Sworn before me the 19th of May, 1776. 


| Atteſt, JaMES SMITH. 


Extrad of a letter to general Gage, from lord Wil. 
liam Campbell, late governor of South-Carolina. 


Tamar, in Rebellion-Road, September 20, 1775: 
SIR, 


I pip myſelt the bonour to write to your ex- 
cellency by the only two opportunities that of. 
tered ſince my arrival in this province, Captain 
Tollemache and Mr. Logie, and was in hopes bis 
majeſty's ſervice to the northward would have 
permitted ſome little attention to have been paid 
to the ſouthern provinces. I have now only to 
acquaint your excellency, that this province has 
for ſome time been in a ſtate of open rebellion, 
and after undergoing many mortifications and 
inſults, J was at laſt obliged a few days ago to 


take refuge on board the Tamar, and leave the 
officc!s 


1 


officers of the crown diſarmed and confined to 
Charleſton ; the bearer of this, mr. Kirkland, 
was a lieutenant of militia in the back parts of 
this country; I know him to be a man who has 
great influence there, and by his attachment to 
government he has, I tear, ſacrificed his all; he 
has acquainted me with the particulars of the 
plan he means to communicate to your excellen- 
cy, and I am convinced, it the execution is not 
delayed too long, he may be made very uſeful 
in this and the neighbouring provinces, Georgia 
and North-Carolina. I have the honour to be, 
with great regard, 


Sir, 
Your excellency's moſt obedient, 
and moſt humble ſervant, 


W. CanPBELL. 


Extract of a leiter to general Grant. 
8t. Auguſtine, October 4, 1775. 


| HAVE the pleaſure of your's by the St. Law- 
rence ; by lending her you have done your old 
government eſſential ſervice; we wanted ſuch a 
vellel very much : ſhe appeared off one day, and 
came over the bar the next with eaſe, and with- 
out a rub, and without unloading her guns or 
proviſions; our bar is better than ever I knew it. 
By our ſteady attachment to our mother-country, 
We are become an eye-fore to our ſiſter-colonies, 
particularly to qur fooliſh young filter Georgia 
+ : 0s | and 


1 


and Carolina; they threatened, and have done 
every thing in their power to ſtarve us, which is 
not in tlieir power to effect; their threats were 
of ſervice, and alarmed the people here at firſt, but 
I told them I was glad of it ;—that it was a ſhame 
to truſt our exiſtence to others, and give them 
our money for what we could make as eaſily as 
they could, which they now found to be true; 
almoſt every planter has made his proviſions, ma- 
ny a great deal to ſpare : I have above eight hun. 
dred buſhels of corn to fpare of the Belle Viſta 
crop, a fine crop of rice at the Muſquito, already 


reaped and in the barn-yard ; a ſecond cutting 
of the ſame rice almoſt ripe. 


I am ſurpriſed to find you and the army in the 
ſtate you have been in; I flatter myſelf you will 
move to advantage ſoon. The ſouthern people 
are madder than the northern, though I believe 
not ſuch great rogues ; they have got to the high- 
eſt pitch of ravmg madneſs ; you will have heard 
of,one hundred and ten barrels of our powder taken 
out of. Loftus, off our bar, by a veſſel fitted out 
of Carolina, with an order from the preſident of 
the committee of ſafety to proceed on that bub- 
neſs. Our neighbours talk of viſiting us to take 
our ordnance ſtores, but this I look upon as mere 
vapour, and that they will not feel bold enough; 
if they do, we will do our beſt to dreſs them ;— 
I hope the general will not take any more of the 
troops from us ; I think he has already weakened 


us too much; confider the fort and its contents; 
conſider 


. 


conſider what our neighbours are willing to do; 
conſider alſo that this is the beſt, and only im- 
mediate communication between Great-Britain 
and our red “ brothers. The beſt friends of 
Great-Britain are in the back parts of the Caro- 
linas and Georgia; if the Indians were put in 
motion they would ſuffer, and not the rebels; but 
this will be delivered to you by one 'colonel Mo- 


ſes Kirkland, who comes expreſs to general Gage; 


to him I refer you—what he tells you you may 
depend on; I think he may be made a powerful 
inſtrument in the hands of government, ſhould 
any thing be done this way, which I think ought 


immediately to be undertaken ; he knows every 


inch of Carolina, every road and by-road, every 
creek and ſwamp, every perſon, and has a moſt 
extenſive influence; is reſolute, active and enter- 
priſing, and I think ought to receive the earlieſt 
encouragement : : he has not had a liberal edu- 
cation, but poſſeſſes clear, ſtrong, and manly 
ſenſe ; and I think he is entirely to be depended 
on. I have had Mulcaſter with me, he will fend 
you ſome papers; ſome others ſhall be done on 
a arger ſcale 3 Kirkland can give you good intel- 
gence :— Wallace, f who acts with ſo much 
ſpirit and honour, can alſo furniſh you with rich 

materials on that head; I remember he was very 
duly when there in Gunding and ſurveying. 1 


lament, 


* Red nt pron a nickname for Indians. 


A captain of a man of v war. He was ſeveral years ſtationed 


in Carolina, and had infinite marks of friendſhip and civility 
liewn him. | 
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lament, as you may imagine, the preſent ſtate of 
affairs, and the ſituation of moſt' of my friends, 
who have been worked powerfully on, and have, 
to my great ſorrow, taken a wrong turn. I need 
not ſay any thing further to you on the ſtate of 
things in theſe parts of the world; as Kirkland 
will be better than a very long letter. I hope 
ſoon to ſee order drawn out of confufion, and 
reſtored, and that good men may eſcape ; but 
that every rogue and vile tool, and that every 
wilful and violent oppoſer may meet with their 
full and juſt reward. My dear friend, adieu! 
I am, moſt affeQionately and fincerely your's, 


JohN MovLTEI᷑.“ 


Exiract of a letter from captain Frederick George 
Mulcafter, an engineer ſettled in Auguſtine, u 
general Grant. 


St. Auguſtine, Sept. 29, 1775- 


THERE arrived here about four days ago colo- 
nel Kirkland, one of the back-country ſettlers in 
South-Carolina ; he refuſed to ſign the affociati- 
on, and was the occaſion of many others doing 


ſo; Willam-Henry Drayton did his utmoſt en- 
deavours 


* Mr. John Moultrie is a native of South - Carolina, and bro. 
ther of colonel William Moultrie, who ſo gallantly defended 
the fort on Sullivan's iſland, and defeated the Engliſh ſqua- 
dron commanded by fir Peter Parker. He was prevailed upon 
by governor Grant to quit Carolina, and ſettle in Eaſt-Florid, 
of which province he was by the intereſt of mr. Grant made 
tHeutenant governor, | 


(7 
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geavours to gain him over to their party, but in 
vain; they then offered a reward of two thouſand 
pounds ſterling to any one that would apprehend 
bim; he eſcaped at laſt from a party who was in 
purſuit of him, by getting between them and 
Charleſton, and took that road, which they not 
in the leaſt ſuſpeQing, he got ſafe, after a journey 
of two hundred miles, to lord William Campbell's 
houſe, and from thence, the next morning, on 
board the man of war; he ſays the back ſettlers 
are two to one in number more than the rebel- 
party ; they got ſome powder, but when it came 
to be divided they had only two. rounds a man; 
he ſails from hence in the tranſport to Virginia, 
in order to proceed to general Gage; he has an 
honeſt open countenance, good natural under- 
ſtanding, and may be a man of infinite uſe, when 
troops are ſent to Charleſton, (which ſurely will 
not be long ;) even now a regiment to be ſent 
up Savannah river, their back ſettlers would meet 
tiem, and the two provinces of Georgia and Ca- 
rolina would be thrown into terror ; the commit- 
tee here prevented ſalt and other articles, which 
they cannot be without, from being ſent to them; 
theſe circumſtances inflame the back-ſettlers, who 
only want ammunition to do themſelves juſtice. 
Kirkland has undoubtedly great weight with 
thoſe people. Since he came away his plantation 
has been ranſacked, five thouſand weight of in- 
digo deſtroyed, and his ſixty negroes he knows 
not where; he has with him a ſon about twelve 
or thirteen years old, who eſcaped by being dreſſed 

like 
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like a girl, for they uſed their utmoſt endeavours 
to get him, in hopes the ſeizing his child would 
bring him to terms; you will undoubtedly fee 
him, and he will give you a true ſtate of the 
ſouthern provinces ; the above particulars you 
may depend upon, and I write them that you 
may not be without intelligence in regard to a 
part of the world you have already ſerved in with 
ſo much ſucceſs, The Catawba Indians are with 
the rebel-party ; but they conſiſt of a few, and 
as theſe back-ſettlers are ſeated round their nati- 
on, they intend to ſeize their women and chi]. 
dren the moment they hear they attempt violence. 
John Stuart got ſome powder from Tonyn, and 
ſent it by an interpreter and an Indian to the 
Creek nation, but they were met by ſome Geor- 
glans on the north ſide of Mazo, who had got 
information from one Lane of this province, who 
ſeized the ammunition, and carried it to: Savan- 
nah; however, the interpreter and the Indian 
proceeded to the nation : John Stuart's deputy, 
Cameron, wrote him word ſome time fince, if they 
did not get powder he could not anſwer. for the 
Indians, as he believed they would certainly go 
down to Savannah to demand it; ſo it is not un- 
likely they may have ſome of their red * brethren 
upon their backs; ſome of the gentlemen of 
Georgia {till hold out, and have not ſigned the 
. aſſociation; but governor Wright has no autho- 
| rity, nor has not had any for ſome time. Lord 


Dartmouth has directed the land-office to be 
| 1151 opened 
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opened for this province, in order to grant land 
to any perſons who chooſe to take refuge here, 
and to be free of quit- rents for ten years. 


i 


Copy f 4 letter from Mr. John Stuart 10 
| general Gage. | 


St. Auguſtine, October 3, 1775. 


1-0 Ls 


LasT night I had the honour of receiving 
your excellency's letter of September 12, and I 
ſhall pay the ſtricteſt attention to your commands 
contained in it. Nothing in my power ſhall be 
negleQed to forward the intereſt of government, 
and your excellency's views. 


Sixck writing my laſt letter by colonel Kirk- 
land, I have received by the way of Savannah a 
copy of a Talk from the Cherokees to mr. Ca- 
meron, which I now encloſe ; it ſhews their diſ- 
poſition, which I ſhall by all means cultivate, * 
tor which purpoſe my brother is preparing to ſet 
off lor the Creek, and afterwards for the Chero- 


x bee nation. I it will n 
n- 8 - It occurs to me, that it will no 
en longer be good policy to foment the difference 
of between the Choctaw and Creek Indians; for 
he vile they continue at war, it will be difficult, or 
10- I even 
rd s bud ta ain 

be * The Talk contained an #uratize from the Cherokees, that 
zed were ready to attend Cameron, and maſſacre all the back 


oy vt Carolina and Georgia, without diſtinction of age or 
K. 
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even impoſſible, to get the Creeks to act in his F 
majeſty's ſervice, by which they mult expoſe i 
their women and children to the attacks of their 
enemies. I ſhall impatiently wait for your excel. | 
lency's ideas upon this ſubject, which I humbly ne 
ſubmit ; in the mean-time I ſhall ſend the necef. 
fary inſtructions throughout the diſtri. b 


I sHALL immediately take ſteps to get ſome | 
Indians here, which will be an acquiſition to this 
place. in its preſent weak ſtate, and I have den 
for ſome time paſt uſing all poſſible means of 
ſupplying myſelf with neceflaries for e 
the Indians firmly in his majeſty's intereſt, I an 
apprehenſive I ſhall find difficulty in getting a 
ſupply of proviſions. I have the honour of be- 
ing, with the utmoſt reſpect, 

Sir, 
Your excellency's moſt obedient, 
and moſt humble ſervant, # 
Joan STUARTE 


St. Auguſtine, 3 October, 1775: 
SIR, 


CoLoxtL Kirkland will acquaint your excels 
lency that a great majority of the frontiers ang 
back inhabitants of Carolina are attached t4 
and inclined to ſupport government; in ſuch 
circumſtances, I conceive, that an indiſcrimina 
attack dy Indians, would be contrary to J 


excellency' s idea, and might do much * EY 


8 


but I ſhall diſpoſe them to join in executing any 
concerted plan, and to act with and aſſiſt their 
well diſpoſed neighbour —The Attachaway Indi- 
ans are now here, and I now look with impati- 
ence for anſwers to my deſpatches to the different 
nations, which I have reaſon to expect every 
hour. I have the honour of being, moſt reſpect- 


fully, 


„ 


_ —_ 
Tale L408 alt Po OE * 4 — 
* 


c | Sir, 

is Your excellency's moſt obedient, 

n | moſt humble ſervant, 

6 JohN STUART. 
g To general Gage. 

oy 

a TuksE, and ſeveral other letters to the ſame 


e- effect, were found in poſſeſſion of Moſes Kirk- 

nad, who was taken priſoner by the Americans 

in his paſſage to Boſton, in the year 1775, whi- 

dher he was going expreſs to general Gage, the 

„ commander in chief of the royal army.—For fur- 

Kr. der particulars ſee Almon's Remembrancer for 
76, part 3d, pages 176—180, 


NOTF 
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N QO T.E AVE nen 


158. 
Copy of talks delivered to his excellency the preſident 
of South-Carolina, in council, F. ebruary 3, 1777, 
by the Bird and the Mankiller, warriors of the 


Cherokee nation. 
UE TM 


WAS ordered to come down here to this houſe, 


I am come down here, and I ſee you all here. 
I am come down the path—and I have ſwept it 


with a white cloth, and made it bright and | 
clear I come from the nation. 


I amt now in my beloved brother's houſe. My 
My nation have 
ſeen their folly, and I hope my beloved men of 
I am ſent F 
down with a good talk, and 1 hope you and the 7 


nation ſent me as a meſſenger. 
Charleſton will take me by the hand. 


people will hear it. 
5 STRING of white BEADS. 


We# have got a town called Tomawtly, and 


* 8 ** PT, 1 


feveral brother-towns—they have ſent this as a 
token, and hope now to reſt in their beds and F 


ſleep. 
A STRING of white BEADSs. 


THe beloved men of Noewee have ſent this, 


and hope to hear a good talk back. They have 


been; 


— Ä — 


1 


deen walking through the Long Graſs, and want 
now to ſtay at home. 


| ; 
5 A STRING of white BEADsS. 


Txt warriors of Cootels were gone out when 
came away to go and hunt for meat. 


A STRING of white BEaADs. 


Tut town of Okoneylufty ſent this—they 


heard a good talk there from the beloved man 
who ſent a woman with it. 


A ſmall SrRING of white BEAPDS. 


Tus warrior of Cowee ſent this by me the 
OY warrior of Noewee. The people of Cowee, he 
Y TM fad, would come back and ſettle their houſes in 


7 de ſpring, but that they were out now hunting. 
of | 
nt | A SrRING of white Beans. 


A BELOVED woman in the valley ſends you 
bis. She ſays the Great Man above direQs all 

dings. Her eldeſt ſiſter had children above, and 
it] he hopes they would have children raiſed up 
"© together. The Great Man above had ſent fire 
aa doyn and ſpoiled the path, and hoped they 
I yould make the path clear again. 


A STRING of white BEAPDS. 


us, an come down to talk with my brothers, 
are und J hope to talk good with them. I am but a | 
cen houng man, but I will talk good, and I hope to 1 

* have | ll 
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have good talks to carry back. The Great Man 1 1 
above put us all down upon the earth, but! the. 
don't know what is the matter that we quarrel. ini 
My father has come down with me—is with me alk 
now, and hears me talk. My father is with my : and 


eldeſt brothers, and is telling you what to do-. agal 
My Father above has told you my eldeſt brothers #Y 
to take care of your youngeſt brothers, the red 
people. When the white people came over here 
firſt, the Great Man above ſet them here by the 
river- ſide very falt. The red people were for- 
merly very glad to ſee their eldeſt brothers, and 
their brothers were very glad to ſee them. There 
is a white cloth now in the path, and J hope we 
will all walk on it and dirty it no more. I hope 
we e will all hold one another faſt by the hand. 


A STRING of white BEADS. 


I TALK good. Iam ſent as a meſſenger, and 
[ hope the children will grow up on both ſides. 
I am come down to talk that the children maß 


be raiſed up that the children may grow up 25 f I 
the woods grow in the woods. I hope my oldelt Gras 
brothers will take care of my youngeſt brothers. kent 2 
T am not a rogue, nor will I give a roguiſh talk, I my © 


but ſtand to what talk I give. I am ſent as a Willi 
meſſenger; they told me not to be tired, but 
come and give the talk they ſent by me. The 
beloved town of Choti ſent this. The prince of ] A 
Choti ſays, when he hears a talk from his bro- I be f 
thers, he will thank me for bringing this talk F childr 


here. | 


LD . 
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I TOLD thaw to come and hear. the talk, but 
they ſaid they had been and given a talk in Vir- 
ginia, and they now fend this, That by that 
alk they had made the path ſtraight and clear, 
id hoped they would have traders come in 
gain. 

: A STRING of white BEAPDS. 


Tus MANKILLER. 


My eldeſt brothers and the warriors are now 
met here to hear what I am going to ſay. For- 
merly my great father and the warrior made the 
path ſtrong, but you have now broken it. The 
boys have thrown off their father, and I am now 
come into light, now I am come into this houſe. 
You have deſtroyed my houſes, but it is not my 
eldeſt brothers fault, but my father's over the 
Treat water, 

A STRING of white 3 


lux the warrior, beloved man, in the Long 
Graſs, and had good talks with him. I am not 


ent as a meſſenger as the others are I come of 


my own accord along with the warrior colonel 
Williamſon. 


A STRING of white BeaDs- 


A BELOVED woman on little Choti ſent this. 
dhe ſays the young men are. great rogues—her 
children are out in the woods, and ſhe docs not 

— |”. 


E90 


like it—ſhe hopes you will make it up with N vard 
them. AM their 
A STRING of white Bears, o hc 


My old friend mr. Williamſon has been 2 


Cher 
great trader but I was told you were all naked YI je f 
but I have been about town and find à great deal BY Sdutk 


of goods. I gave a great deal of land over Sa- 
vannah river to pay my debts. I owed him, but Ar 
I underſtand my father over the great water 
would not let him keep it. The warriors in the 
lower towns have taken away his goods, but they 
cannot take away his land that is his, given him 
by the whole nation. 


A STRING of white BEApsS. 
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NOTRE XX. Paozi3 


Articles of the definitive treaty of peace, concluded 
on, and ſigned at Dewit's Corner, the 20th day 
of May, 1777, between the ſtates of South. Caro. 


lina and Georgia and the Cherokee Indians. corn 
| 2 0cco 

ARTICLE I. HE Cherokee nations acknow- C1 
ledge, that the troops, during 1 As 
laſt ſummer, repeatedly defeated their forces, elne 
victoriouſly penetrated through their lower towns, A lilhe, 


middle ſettlements and vallies, and quietly and tuo tr 
unoppoſed built, held, and continue to occup f:? lier) 
the fort at Seneca, thereby did effect and main- fene, 


tain the conqueſt of all the Cherokee lands, _ eme. 
ward Þ 


1 


yard of the Unacaye mountain; and, to and for 
their people, did acquire, poſſeſs, and yet continue 
to hold, in and over the ſaid lands, all and ſin- 
gular the rights incidental to conqueſt ; and the 
Cherokee nation, in conſequence thereof, do cede 
the faid lands to the ſaid people, the people of 
South-Carolina. | 


ARTICLE II. South-Carolina will immediately 
ſend a ſupply of goods into the Cherokee nation 
and ſettlements for ſale, and permit the Chero- 
kees, during their good behaviour, to inhabit the 
middle ſettlements and vallies weſtward of the 
licheſt part of the Occonnee mountain; but 
they ſhall not, beyond a line extended ſouth-weſt 
ad north-eaſt acroſs the higheſt part of the. Oc- 
connee mountain, proceed or advance, without 
permiſſion from the commanding officer at fort 
Rutledge 3 to apply for which, one runner may 
t any time be ſent by the Cherokees : provided 
nevertheleſs, that, during this preſent year, the 
cherokees may raiſe, gather and remove, the 


oom they have planted on the caſt ſide of the 
23 Veconnee mountain. 


ard 


i AxricLE III. The government of South- Ca- 


tolina will endeavour that the Cherokees be fur- 


| J ied with ſupplies of goods as ufual ; and that 


te trade ſhall be put under the beſt regulations. 


ery perſon, who, without a proper pafs or li- 
1n- # 


(nc, ſhall arrive in the Cherokee nation or ſet- 


lements, the Cherokees ſhall immediately appre- 
hend, 


( | 
hend, and deliver to the commanding officer at 
fort Rutledge, and ſeize to their own uſe all the 
cattle, horſes, goods and effects, conducted into 
their ſettlements by every ſuch perſon. ; 


AkTIcIE IV. Every white perſon who inſti. ſent 


gated, or endeavoured to inſtigate, the Chero. I _ 

kees to the late war, or encouraged or aided MY A: 
them, or endeavoured to do ſo in the proſecuti- I {tall 
on of it, and who now is, or hereafter may be, groe, 


in their power, ſhall, without delay, by the Che- ne, 

rokees, be apprehended and delivered to the YI Cher 
commanding officer at fort Rutledge; and the BY to th 
Cherokees ſhall take to their own uſe all the ef- gethe 
fects, which in their nation or ſettlements they befor 
may find in the poſſeſſion of, or belonging to, 
every ſuch white perſon, and for every ſuch dow 
white perſon ſo delivered, ſhall be paid five hun- 
dred pounds weight of dreſſed leather, or the 

value thereof. 3 


AxTICLE V. Any Indian who, in the Cheroy 
kee nation or ſettlements, ſhall murder a whit 
perſon, ſhall be immediately apprehended and” 
conveyed to fort Rutledge by the CherokeesgY 
who, in preſence of the commanding officer a 


that poſt, ſhall put the murderer to death anch [ Az 
if any white or other perſon belonging to South H buriec 
Carolina or Georgia, ſhall, in the Cherokee na? kiend 


tion, or any white or other perſon ſball, in South F includ 
Carolina or Georgia, murder a Cherokee Ind um, 


an, every ſuch perſon, duly convicted * | lere 
all 


1 


hall ſuffer, death in preſence of the Cherokee 
Indians, if any ſhall attend at the time and place 
of execution; and that they may have an op- 
portunity of attending, due notice of the tune 
and place of ſuch intended execution ſhall be 
ſent to the Cherokces. 


a 


AkTIcLE VI. All white and Indian perſons 
hall be ſet at liberty as ſoon as poſlible ; all ne- 
rrocs taken during the late war, and who now 
are, or hereafter may be, in the power of the 
Cherokees, ſhall, as ſoon as poſſible, be delivered 
to the commanding officer at fort Rutledge, to- 
gether with the horſes, by any of their people, 
before the late war, ſtolen from South-Carolina, 
Georgia, North-Carolina, or Virginia, and which 
ich tow are, or hereafter may be, in the power of 
he Cherokees, to the end that reſtitution wy 
be made to their true owners. 


ARTICLE VII. For every runaway negro that 
ball be apprehended and delivered by the Che- 
ite 'kees to the commanding officer at fort Rut- 
lege, ſhall be paid one hundred pounds weight 
OY © leather, or the value thereof. 


Atti VIII. The hatchet ſhall be forever 
buried, and there fhall be an univerſal peace and 
naß tendhip re-eſtabliſhed between South. Carolina, 
uthf acluding the Catawba and Georgia on the one 
nd put, and the Cherokee nation on the other ; 
reoff lere ſhall be a general oblivion of injuries; the 
ſhalf XK i contracting 


CT 3 


contraCting-partics ſhall uſe their utmoſt endea. 
vours to maintain the peace and friendſhip now 
re-eſtabliſhed, and the Cherokees ſhall, at all 
times, apprehend and deliver to the commanding 
officer at fort Rutledge, every perſon, white or 
red, who, in their nation or ſettlements, ſhall by 
any means endeavour to inſtigate a war by the 
Cherokee nation, or hoſtility, or robbery, by 
| any of their people, againſt or upon any of the 
American ſtates, or ſubjects thereof. 
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Ix witneſs of all and every thing herein deter- 


r PR i. 


mined between South-Carolina, Georgia and the "up 
| Cherokee nation, we, their underwritten oo | 88 
miſſioners and deputies, by virtue of our full dy 
powers, ſeverally, and not one for the other, = ... 
have ſigned this preſent definitive treaty, in their fn 
reſpective names, and have cauſed our ſeals to be ö no 
hereunto afhxed, f 

our! 
Done at Dewit's Corner, this twentieth 1 K 
i 2 | 1 It 

day of May, in the year of our Lozxp I 
bleſe 
one thouſand ſeven hundred and Lover 
| ſeventy-ſeven. LY inpo; 
derm. 
enry 
5 behel 
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The ſecond petition of the Congreſs of the United 
Colonies of North- America to the Ring of Great- 
Britain, agreed to in Congreſs on the 8th of Fuly 
1775. 


U 


Moſt gracious ſovereign, 


E, your majeſty's ſubjects of the colonies 

of New-Hampſhire, Maſſachuſetts-Bay, 
Rhode-Iſland and Providence Plantations, Con— 
necticut, New-York, New-Jerſey, Pennſylvania, 
ne counties of New-Caſtle, Kent and Suſſex on 
Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North-Carolina 
and South-Carolina, in behalf of ourſelves and 
the inhabitants of theſe colonies, who have de- 
puted us to repreſent them in general Congreſs, 
entreat your majeſty's gracious attention to this 
our humble petition. 


Tye union between our mother-country and 
theſe colonies, and the energy of mild and juſt 
gorernment, produced benefits fo remarkably 
important, and afforded ſuch an aflurance of their 
dermanency and increaſe, that the wonder and 
"Ivy of other nations were excited, while they 
deheld Great. Britain riſing to a power the moſt 
xtraordinary the world had ever known. 


HER rivals, obſerving that there was no pro- 
ability of this happy conneCion being broken 
by 


—— mV d. —— ————— —— — 
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by civil diſſenſions, and apprehending its future | 
effects, if left any longer undiſturbed, reſolved | 
to preyent her receiving ſuch continual. and for- 
midable acceſſions of wealth and ſtrength, by 
checking the growth of thoſe ſettlements from 
which they were to be derived. F 


E 1 IMG OR: 4 AA Ve 8.1 
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Id the proſecution of this attempt, events fo | 
unfavourable to the deſign took place, that every 
friend to the intereſt of Great-Britain, and theſe 
colonies, entertained pleaſing and reaſonable ex- 
pectations of ſeeing an additional force and ex- 
ertion immediately given to the operations of the 


FW — 
4 Lata 7 . 


union hitherto experienced, by an enlargement 
of the dominions of the crown, and the removal!“ 
of ancient and warlike enemies to à greater 


diſtance, 


Art the concluſion, therefore, of the late war, 
the moſt glorious and advantageous that ever 
had been carried on by Britiſh arms, your loyal : 


coloniſts having contributed to its ſucceſs, by | 


ſuch repeated and ſtrenuous exertions, as fre- 
quently procured them the diſtinguiſhed approba- 
tion of your majeſty, of the late King, and off 
parliament, doubted not but that they ſhould ba 
pe ermitted, with the reſt of the empire, to baren 
in the bleſſings of peace, and the emoluments 0 t 


victory and conqueſt. 


WHILE theſe recent and honourable acknow 


ledgments of their merits remained on record . 
the 


I © 399.7 
the journals and acts of that auguſt legiſlature, 
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| the parliament, undefaced by the imputation, or 
eren the ſuſpicion of any offence, they were 
; IF} #larmed by a new ſyſtem of ſtatutes and regula- 
n dons adopted for the adminiſtration of the co- 
"Y lonies, that filled their minds with the moſt 
painful fears and jealouſies; and, to their inex- 
o preſſible aſtoniſhment, perceived the danger of a 
y I forcign quarrel quickly ſucceeded by domeſtick 
ſe danger, in their judgment of a more dreadful 
x- kind. | 
_| 
4 Nox were theſe anxictics alleviated by any 
nt tendency in this ſyſtem to promote the welfare 
al Jof their mother-country. For though its effects 
der MY vere more immediately felt by them, yet its in- 
I fuence appeared to be injurious to the commerce 
and proſperity of Great-Britain. 
ar, | 


ver“ f We ſhall decline the ungrateful taſk of deſerib- 
val) ing the irkſome variety of artifices, practiſed by 
by nany of your majeſty's miniſters, the deluſive 
fre- netences, {ruitleſs terrors, and unavailing ſeve- 
ba- ties that have, from time to time, been dealt 


olf J ut by them, in their attempts to execute this 
| beÞ J npolitick plan, or of tracing, through a ſerics 
bare fef years paſt, the progreſs of the unhappy dif- 
s off F'irrences between Great-Britain and theſe colo- 


I's, that have flowed from this fatal foutce. 


Tour majeſty's miniſters, perſevering in their 
| "ures, and proceeding to open hoſtilities for 
enforcing 


bh. 
1 
3 
. 


t 


enforcing them, have compelled us to arm in 
our own defence, and have engaged us in a con- 
troverſy ſo peculiarly abhorrent to the affections 
of your ſtill faithful coloniſts, that when we con- 
ſider whom we mult oppoſe in this conteſt, and, 
if it continues, what may be the conſequences, 
our own particular misfortunes are accounted bx 
us only as parts of our diſtreſs. | 


KNowixd to what violent reſentments, and 
incurable animoſities, civil diſcords are apt to 
cxaſperate and inflame the contending parties, 
we think ourſelves required by indiſpenſable obli- 
cations to Almighty Gop, to your majeſty, to 
our fellow-ſubjects, and to ourſelves, immedi. 
ately to uſe all the means in our power, not in- 
compatible with our ſafety, for ſtopping the fur- 
ther effuſion of blood, and for averting the 
impending calamities that threaten the Britin 


empire. 1 


Tuvs called upon to addreſs your majeſty on 
affairs of ſuch moment to America, and proba-- 
bly to all your dominions, we are earneſtly defir- 
ous of performing this office with the utmoſt 1 
deference for your majeſty; and we therefore 
pray, that your majeſty's royal magnanimity and 
benevolence may make the moſt favourable cony 
ſtructions of our expreſſions on ſo uncommom 
an occaſion. Could we repreſent in their on 
force, the ſentiments that agitate the minds oF 
us your dutiful ſubjeQs, we are perſuaded you 
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majeſty would aſcribe 'any ſeeming deviation from 


reverence in our language, and even in our con- 
duct, not to any reprehenſible intention, but to 


ide impoſſibility of reconciling the uſual appear- 
nces of reſpect with a juſt attention to our own 
» JI preſervation againſt thoſe artful and cruel ene- 
JI nics, who abuſe your royal confidence and au— 
F thority, for the purpoſe of effecting our deſtruc- 
4 ] tion. 
" | ATTACHED to your majeſty's perſon, family 
s, | 


and government, with all devotion that principle 
and affection can inſpire, connected with Great- 
Britain by the ſtrongeſt ties that can unite ſocie- 
ties, and deploring every event that tends in any 
degree to weaken them, we ſolemnly aſſure your 
majeſty, that we not only moſt ardently deſire 
the former harmony between her and theſe co- 
bnies may be reſtored ; but that a concord may 
be eſtabliſhed between them, upon ſo firm a baſis 
s to perpetuate its bleſſings, uninterrupted by 
ary future diſſenſions to ſucceeding generations 
n both countries, and ro tranimit your majeſty's 
ame to poſterity, adorned with that fignal and 
CY ſting glory, that has attended the memory of 
I tboſe illuſtrious perſonages, whoſe virtues and 
ailties have extricated ſtates from dangerous 
convulſions, and, by ſecuring happineſs to others, 
EY fave erected the moſt noble and durable monu- 
Inents to their own fame. 


W beg leave further to aſſure your majeſty, 
that 
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that notwithſtanding the ſufferings of your loyal 


coloniſts, during the courſe of this preſent con- | 


troverſy, our breaſts retain too tender a regard 


for the kingdom from which we derive our ori. | 


gin, to requeſt ſuch a reconciliation as might in 


any manner be inconſiſtent with her dignity or 


her welfare. Theſe, related as we are to her, 


honour and duty, as well as inclination, in. 
duce us to ſupport and advance; and the appre. 
henſions that now oppreſs our hearts with un- 
ſpeakable grief, being once removed, your 
majeſty will find your faithful ſubjects on this 


continent ready and willing at all times, as they 


have ever been, with their lives and fortunes, to 
aſſert and maintain the rights and intereſts of 


your majeſty, and of our mother- country. 


W therefore beſeech your majeſty, that your 
royal authority and influence may be graciouſſ7 
interpoſed to procure us relief from our afflifting F 
fears and jealouſies, occaſioned by the ſyſtem | 
before mentioned, and to ſettle peace through 
every part of your dominions, with all humility 3 
lubmitting to your majeſty's wiſe conſideration, | 
whether it may not be expedient for facilitating Þ 
thoſe important purpoſes, that your majeſty be 
pleaſed to direct ſome mode, by which the united © 
applications of your faithful coloniſts to the? 
throne, in purſuance of their common councils, | 


may be improved into a happy and permanent 
reconciliation; and that, in the mean-time, mca— 
ſures may be taken for preventing the further 


deſtructions 
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l deſtruction of the lives of your majeſty's ſub- 
. ia; and that ſuch ſtatutes as more immediately 
4 | litreſs any of your majeſty's colonies may be 
i. repealed, 


: 
in f 
Jr | For, by ſuch arrangements as your majeſty's 


r, yiſdom can form for collecting the united ſenſe 
n. of your American people, we are convinced your 
e najeſty would receive ſuch ſatisfactory proofs of 
1. © © tie diſpoſition of the coloniſts towards their ſo- 


eereign and parent-ſtate, that the wiſhed-for op- 
vrtunity would ſoon be reſtored to them, of 
rincing the fincerity of their profeſſions, by every 
eltimony of devotion becoming the moſt dutiful 
ubjects and the moſt affectionate coloniſts, 


Tur your majeſty may enjoy a long and 
voſperous reign, and that your deſcendants may 
— WY 'eovern your dominions with honour to themſelves 
ad happineſs to their ſubjects, is our ſincere 
mayer. 
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allied than as tyrants and flaves ; when reduced 
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The ſecond addreſs of the Congreſs of the United | 
Colonies of North-America to the people of Greal. 


Britain, agreed to in Congreſs the 8th day if 
| 


Fuly 1775. 


Friends, countrymen and brethren, j 


Y theſe, and by every other appellation that 

may deſignate the ties which bind us te 
each other, we entreat your ſerious attention to 
this our ſecond attempt to prevent their difſolu& 
tion. Remembrance of former friendſhips, pride 
in the glorious atchievements of our common 
anceſtors, and affections for the heirs of theit 
virtues, have hitherto preſerved our mutual con 
nection; but when that friendſhip is violated by 
the groſſeſt injuries; when the pride of anceſtr 


becomes our reproach, and we are no otherwils 


to the melancholy alternative of renouncing youg 
favour or our freedom; can we heſitate 'abou 


the choice? Let the ſpirit of Britons determine. 


Ix a former addreſs we aſſerted our rights, ang 
ſtated the injuries we had then received.  W 


have rouſed that honeſt indignation which baf 
ſlept too long for your honour, or the welfare OF 


the empire. But we have not been permitted tg 
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hoped that the mention of our wrongs would J. 


1 


entertain this pleaſing expectation. Every day 
brought an accumulation of injuries, and the 
vention of the miniſtry has been conſtantly ex- 
ed LM crciſed, in adding to the calamities of your 
4. MY american brethren. 

+ 


AFTER the moſt valuable right of legiſlation 
ms infringed; when the powers aſſumed by 
jour parliament, in which we are not repreſented, 
nd from our local and other circumſtances can- 
wt properly be repreſented, rendered our pro- 
Irry precarious ; after being denied that mode 
i trial, to which we have long been indebted 


jon of our liberties ; after being in many in- 
lances diveſted of thoſe laws, which were tranſ- 
titted to us by our common anceſtors, and ſub- 
aed to an arbitrary code, compiled under the 
appices of Roman tyrants ; after thoſe charters, 
ch encouraged our predeceſſors to brave death 
ic Nad danger in every ſhape, on unknown ſeas, in 

derts unexplored, amidit barbarous and inhoſ- 
able nations, were annulled ; when without 
e form of trial, without a publick accuſation; 
ole colonies were condemned, their trade de- 
oyed, their inhabitants empoveriſned; when 
„and Fliers were encouraged to imbrue their hands 


We A the blood of Americans, by offers of impu- 


Wt; when new modes of trial were inſtituted 
CY the ruin of the accuſed, where the charge 
EC Fricd with it the horrors of conviction ; when 

leſpotick government was eſtabliſhed in a neigh- 
bouring 


ir the ſafety of our perſons, and the preſerva- 
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bouring province, and its limits extended to every | 
of our frontiers; we little imagined that any 
thing could be added to this black catalogue of 
unprovoked injuries: but we have unhappily . 


been deceived, and the late meaſures of the Bri. 
tiſh miniſtry fully convince us, that their object ; 
is the reduction of theſe colonies to ſlavery and 


ruin. | | 


To confirm this aſſertion, let us recall yourl 
attention to the affairs of America, ſince our laſt 


addreſs. Let us combat the calumnies of our 


enemies; and let us warn you of the dangers f 
that threaten you in our deſtruction. Many of 
your fellow-ſubje&ts, whoſe ſituation deprived # 
them of other ſupport, drew their maintenance? 
from the ſea ; but the deprivation of our liberty 
being inſufficient to ſatisfy the reſentment of our 
enemies, the horrors of famine were ſuperadded, | 
and a Britiſh parliament, who, in better times, 
were the protectors of innocence and the patrons? 
of humanity, have, without diſtinction of age 
or ſex, robbed thouſands of the food which hey 
were accuſtomed to draw from that inexhauſtible 
ſource, placed in their neighbourhood by the | 
benevolent Creator. 

TE! 


: 


Axor nrx act of your legiſlature ſhuts our 
ports, and prohibits our trade with any, but 


thoſe ſtates from whom the great law of 1 U er ; 
uld ? 


ſervation renders it abſolutely neceſſary we ſho 


at preſent withhold our commerce. But this act, ; 
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phatever may have been its deſign, we- conſider 


nther as injurious to your opulence than our 
ntereſt. All our commerce terminates with you; 
ind the wealth we procure from other nations, 


s ſoon exchanged for your ſuperfluities. Our 


remittances mult then ceaſe with our trade ; and 
our refinements with our affluence. We truſt, 
however, that laws which deprive us of every 
befling but a ſoil that teems with the neceſſacies 
of life, and that liberty which renders the enjoy- 
nent of them ſecure, will not relax our vigour 
n their defence. 


WE might here obſerve on the cruelty and 


nconſiſtency of thoſe, who, while they publickly 


brand us with reproachful and unworthy epithets, 


mdeavour to deprive us of the means of de- 
lence, by their interpoſition with foreign powers, 


nd to deliver us to the lawleſs ravages of a 
Q ucrcileſs ſoldiery. But happily: we are not with- 
© out reſources ; and though the timid and humi- 
lating applications of a Britiſh miniſtry ſhould 
Jvevail with foreign nations, yet induſtry, prompt- 
d by neceſſity, will not leave us without the 
nccefſary ſupplies. 


We could wiſh to go no further, and, not to 
ound the ear of humanity, leave ——_ thoſe 
gorous acts of oppreſſion, which are daily ex- 


rciſed in the town of Boſton, did we not hope, 


at by diſclaiming their deeds and puniſhing 
ue perpetrators, you would ſhortly vindicate the 
honour 


| 
| 
| 
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honour of the Britiſh name, and re-eſtabliſh the 
violated laws of juſtice, | 


Tnar once populous, flouriſhing, and com. 
mercial town, is now garriſoned by an army ſent, 
not to protect, but to enſlave its inhabitants, 
The civil government is overturned, and a mili. 
tary deſpotiſm erected upon its ruins. Without 
law, without right, powers are aſſumed unknown 
to the conſtitution. Private property is unjultly 
invaded. The inhabitants, daily ſubjected to the 
licentiouſneſs of the ſoldiery, are forbid to re- 
move, in defiance of their natural rights, in vio- 
lation of the moſt ſolemn compacts. Or it, alter 
long and weariſome ſolicitation, a pals is procured, 
their effects are detained, and even thoſe who 
are moſt favoured, have no alternative but po- 
verty or ſlavery. The diſtreſs of many thouſand 
people, wantonly deprived of the neceſſaries of 
life, is a ſubject, on which we would not wiſh to 
enlarge. 


YET we cannot but obſerve, that a Britiſh 
fleet, unjuſtified even by acts of your legilla- 
ture, are daily employed in ruining our com- 
merce, ſeizing our ſhips, and depriving whole 
communities of their daily-bread. Nor will a 
regard for your honour permit us to be, ſilent, 
while Britiſh troops ſully your glory, by actions, 
which the moſt inveterate enmity will not palli 
ate among civilized nations, the wanton and un- 


neceſſary deſtruction of Charleſton, a large, an- 
cient, 


C J 


cient, and onee populous town; juſt before de- 
ſerted by its inhabitants, who had fled to avoid 
the fury of your ſoldiery. 


Ir you {till retain thoſe ſentiments of compaſ- 
fon, by which Britons have ever been diſtin- 
guiſned; if the humanity, which tempered the 
valour of our common anceſtors, has not dege- 
nerated into cruelty, you will lament the miſeries 
of their deſcendants. 


To what are we to attribute this treatment ? 
f to any ſecret principle of the conſtitution, let 
it be mentioned; let us learn, that the govern- 
ment we have long revered, is not without its 
defects, and that while it gives freedom to a part, 
it neceſſarily enſlaves the remainder of the em- 
pire. If ſuch a principle exiſts, why, for ages, 
has it ceaſed to operate? Why, at this time, is 
it called into action? Can no reaſon be aſſigned 
or this conduct? Or mult it be reſolved into the 
wanton exerciſe of arbitrary power? And ſhall 
the deſcendants of Britons tamely ſubmit to this ? 
No, firs! we never will, while we revere the me- 
mory of our gallant and virtuous anceſtors, we 
never can ſurrender thoſe glorious privileges, for 
which they fought, bled and conquered. Admit 
nat your fleets could deſtroy our towns, and 
avage our ſea- coaſts; theſe are inconſiderable 
objects; things of no moment to men, whoſe 
boſoms glow with the ardour of liberty. We 
can retire beyond the reach of your navy, and, 

without 
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without any ſenſible diminution of the receffaric; 
of life, enjoy a luxury, which from that period 
you will want; the luxury of being free. 


We know the force of your arms, and was it 
called forth in the cauſe of juſtice and your coun. 
try, we might dread the exertion; but will Bri. 
tons fight under the banners of tyranny? Wil 
they counteract the labours, and diſgrace the 
victories of their anceſtors? Will they forge 
chains for their poſterity ? If they deſcend to this 
unworthy taſk, will their ſwords retain their edge, 
their arms their accuſtomed vigour! Britons 
can never become the inſtruments of oppreſſion, 
till they loſe the ſpirit of freedom, by which, 
alone, they are invincible. 7 n 
41 | | 1380 

"Our enemies charge us with ſedition. In 
what does it conſiſt? In our refuſal to ſubmit to 
unwarrantable acts of injuſtice and cruelty? I 


ſo, thew us a period in your hiſtory, in which 


you have not been equally ſeditious. 


W are accuſed of aiming at independence; 
but how is this accuſation ſypported ? By the 
allegations of your miniſters, not by our actions. 
Abuſed, inſulted, and contemned, what ſteps 
have we purſued to obtain redreſs? We have 
carried our dutiful petitions to the throne. We 
have applied to your juſtice for relief. We have 
retrenched our luxury, and withheld our trade. 


Tut 
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Tuz advantages of our commerce were de- 
fgned as a compenſation for your protection: 
when you ceaſed to protect, for what were we 
to compenſate? 

Wax has been the ſucceſs of our endeavours ? 
The clemency of our ſovereign is unhappily di- 


_ rerted ; our petitions are treated with indignity ; 
the our prayers anſwered by inſults. Our application 
ge to you remains unnoticed, and leaves us the me- 
his lancholy apprehenſion of your wanting either the 
ge, will, or the power, to aſſiſt us. | 
ons e © 1 | 
on, EvEn under theſe circumſtances, what mea- 
ch ſures have we taken that betray a deſire of in- 
93! dependence? Have we called in the aid of thoſe 
| foreign powers, who are the rivals of your 
1Jy grandeur ? When your troops were few, and. de- 
100 fenceleſs, did we take advantage of their diſtreſs 
51 and expel them our towns? Or have we permit- 
TRY ted them to fortify, to receive new aid, and to 
acquire additional ſtrength ? 
ick; LET not your enemies and ours perſuade you, 
the chat in this we were influenced by fear, or any 
018. other unworthy motive. The lives of Britons 
I KC ſtill dear to us. They are the children of 
hive ur parents, and an uninterrupted intercourſe, of 
We mutual benefits had knit the bonds of friendſhip. 
bare When hoſtilities were commenced, when on a 
Ne! ate occaſion; we were wantonly attacked by your 


troops, though we repelled their aſſaults and re- 
2 2 turned 


—— 


J 


turned their blows, yet we lamented the wounds 
they obliged us to give; nor have we yet learned 
to rejoice at a victory over Engliſhmen. 


As we wiſh not to colour our actions, or dif. 
guiſe our thoughts, we ſhall, in the ſimple lan. 
guage of truth, avow the meaſures we have 
purfued, the motives upon which we have acted, 
and our future deſigns. 


Wu our late petition to the throne produced 
no other eite& than freſh injuries, and votes of 
your legiſlature calculated to juſtify every ſeve- 
rity ; when your fleets and your armies were pre- 
pared to wreſt from us our property, to rob! us 
of our liberties or our lives; when the hoſtile 
attempts of general Gage evinced his deſigns, we 
levied armies for our ſecurity and defence. When 
the powers veſted in the governor of Canada, 
gave us reaſon to apprehend danger from that 
quarter, and we had frequent intimations, that 2 
crucl and ſavage enemy was to be let looſe upon 


the defenceleſs inhabitants of our frontiers, ve 


took ſuch meaſures as prudence dictated, as ne- 
ceflity will juſtify. We poſſeſſed ourſelves of 
Crown-Point and Ticonderoga. Vet, give us 


leave moſt folemnly to aſſure you, that we habe 


not yet loſt ſight of the object we have cler 
had in view, a reconcihation with you on conſti - 
tutional principles, and a reſtoration of that 


friendly intercourſe}, which, to the advantage ol 


both, we, till lately, maintained. 


THE 


tl 


=, 


THE inhabitants of this country apply them- 
ſelves chiefly to agriculture and commerce. As 
their faſhions and manners are ſimilar to yours, 
your markets muſt afford them the conveniencies 
and luxuries, for which they exchange the pro- 
duce of their labours. "The wealth of this ex- 
tended continent centres with you; and our trade 
is ſo regulated as to be ſubſervient only to your 
intereſt. You are too reaſonable to expect, that 
by taxes, in addition to this, we ſhould contribute 
to your expence ; to believe, after diverting the 


fountain, that the ſtreams can flow with unabated 
force. 


Ir has been ſaid, that we refuſe to ſubmit to 
the reſtrictions on our commerce. From whence 
is this inference drawn ? Not from our words, 
ve having repeatedly declared the contrary ; and 
we again profeſs our ſubmiſſion to the ſeveral acts 
of trade and navigation paſſed before the year 
1763, truſting, nevertheleſs, in the equity and 
juſtice of parliament, that ſuch of them as, upon 
cool and 1mpartial conſideration ſhall appear to 
have impoſed unneceſſary or grievous reſtrictions, 
will, at ſome happier period, be repealed or al- 
tered. And we cheerfully conſent to the opera- 
tion of ſuch acts of the Britiſh parliament as ſhall 
be reſtrained to the regulation of our external 
commerce, for the purpole of ſecuring the com- 
mercial advantages of the whole empire to the 
mother-country, and the commercial benefits of 
is reſpeQtive members; excluding every idea of 


taxation, 


—qß2Q—ͤ—⅛)——ñ — ——— — er — 
hy 4 


(a 
taxation, internal or external, for raiſing a reve. 
nuc on the ſubjedts in America without their 
conſent. „Nn 40 20118142 5 


Ir is alleged, that we contribute nothing to 
the common defence. To this we anſwer, that 
the advantages which Great-Britain receives from 
the monopoly of our trade, far exceed; our pro- 
portion of the expence neceſſary for that purpoſe, 
But ſhould theſe advantages be inadequate there. 
to, let the reſtrictions on our trade be removed, 
and we will cheerfully contribute ſuch proporti 
when conſtitutionally required. 110 


IT is a fundamental principle of the Britiſh 
conſtitution, that every man ſhould have at leaſt 
a repreſentative ſhare in the formation of thoſe 
laws, by which he is bound. Were it otherwiſe, 
the regulation of our internal police by a Britiſh 
parliament, who are and ever will be unacquainted 
with our local circumſtances, muſt be always in- 
convenient, and frequently oppreflive, working 
our wrong, Without yielding any poſlible advan- 
tage to you. 


A PLAN of accommodation, as it has been ab- 
ſurdly called, has been propoled by your miniſters 
to our reſpeQive aſſemblies. Were this propoſal 
free from every other objection, but that which 
ariſes from the time of the offer, it would not be 
unexceptionable. Can men deliberate with the 


bayonet at their breaſt ?. Can they treat with free- 
dom, 


16990 


dom, while their towns are ſacked; when dally 


inſtances of injuſtiee and oppreſſion diſturb the 
ſlower operations of reaſon? O. 


Ir this propoſal is really ſuch as you would of- 
fer and we accept, why was it delayed till the 
nation was put to uſeleſs expence, and we were 
reduced to our preſent melancholy ſituation ? Tf 
it holds forth nothing, why was it propoſed? 
Unleſs, indeed, to deceive you into a belief, that 
we were unwilling to liſten to any terms of ac- 
commodation ? But what is ſubmitted to our con- 
ſideration? We contend for the diſpoſal of our 
property. We are told that our demand is un- 
reaſonable, that our aſſemblies may indeed col- 
lect our money, but that they muſt, at the ſame 
time, offer, not what your exigencies or ours 
may require, but ſo much as ſhall be deemed 
ſufficient to ſatisfy the defires of a miniſter, and 
enable him to provide for favourites and depend- 
ants. A recurrence to your own treaſury will 
convince you how little of the money, already 
extorted from us, has been applied to the relief 
of your burdens. To ſuppoſe that we would 
thus graſp the ſhadow, and give up the ſubſtance, 
is adding inſult to injuries. 


W have, nevertheleſs, again preſented an 
humble and dutiful petition to our ſovereign ; 
and, to remove every imputation of obſtinacy, 
have requeſted his majeſty to direct ſome mode, 
by which the united applications of his faithful 

coloniſls 
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coloniſts may be improved into a happy and per. 
manent reconciliation. We are willing to treat 
on ſuch terms as can alone render an accommo. 
dation laſting, and we flatter ourſelves that our 
pacifick endeavours will be attended with a re- 
moval of miniſterial troops, and a repeal of thoſe 


laws of the operation of which we complain, on 
the one part, and a diſbanding of our army, and 
a diſſolution of our commercial aſſociations, on 
the other. 9 37 tl 
d 
YrT conclude not from this that we propoſe V 
to ſurrender our property into the hands of your ir 
miniſtry, or veſt your parliament with a power pe 
which may terminate in our deſtruction. The 
great bulwarks of our conſtitution we have de- 
ſired to maintain by every temperate, by every ce 
peaceable means; but your miniſters, equal foes ar 
to Britiſh and American freedom, have added to yo 
their former oppreſſions an attempt to reduce us thi 
by the ſword to a baſe and abjeQ ſubmiſſion. On on 
the ſword, therefore, we are compelled to reiy ane 
for protection. Should victory declare in your | 
favour, yet men trained to arms from their infan- 
cy, and animated by the love of liberty, will WW 7% 
afford neither a cheap or eaſy conqueſt, Of this, . 
ry 


at leaſt, we are aſſured, that our ſtruggle will be 
glorious, our ſucceſs certain ; ſince even in death, 
we ſhall find that freedom which in life you for- 
bid us to enjoy. 


LET us now aſk, what advantages are to attend 
our 


16 


our reduction? The trade of a ruined and deſo- 
late country is always inconſiderable, its revenue 
triling; the expence of ſubjecting and retaining 
it in ſubjection certain and inevitable. What 
then remains but the gratification of an ill-judged 
pride, or the hope of rendering us ſubſervient 
to deſigns on your liberty, 


SOLDIERS who have ſheathed their ſwords in 
the bowels of their American brethren, will not 
draw them with more reluctance againſt you. 
When too late, you may lament the loſs of that 


freedom, which we exhort you, while {till in your 
power, to preſerve, 


Ox the other hand, ſhould you prove unſuc- 
ceſsful ; ſhould that connection, which we moſt 
ardently wiſh to maintain, be diſſolved ; ſhould 
your miniſters exhauſt your treaſures, and waſte 
the blood of your countrymen, in vain attempts 
on our liberty; do they not deliver you, weak 
and defenceleſs, to your natural enemies? 


vINCE then your liberty muſt be the price of 
your victories ; your ruin, of your defeat :— 
what blind fatality can urge you to a purſuit de- 
ſtructive of all that Britons hold dear ? 


Ie you have no regard to the connection that 
has lor ages ſubſiſted between us; if you have 
lorgot the wounds we have received, fighting by 
four ſide for the extenſion of the empire; if our 


Commerce 
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commerce is not an object below your conſidera. 
tion; if juſtice and humanity have loſt their in. 
fluence on your hearts; ſtill motives are not 
wanting to excite your indignation” at the mea. 
ſures now purſued : your wealth, your honour, 
your liberty are at ſtake. 


NoTwITHSTANDING the diſtreſs to wal. 
are reduced, we ſometimes forget our own afflic- 
tions, to anticipate and ſympathize in yours.” We 
grieve that raſh and inconſiderate councils ſhonld 
precipitate the deſtruction of an empire, which 
has been the envy and admiration of ages, and 
call Gop to witneſs! that we would part with 
our property, endanger our lives, and ſacrifice 
every thing but PR to redeem you- from 
ruin. 5 


SHORT] 


A cLoup hangs over your heads and outs; 
ere this reaches you, it may probably burſt upon 
us; let us then, before the remembrance of 
former kindneſs is obliterated, once more repeat 
thoſe appellations which are ever grateful in our 
cars; let us entreat Heaven to avert out ruin, 
and the deſtruction that threatens our friends, 
brethren, and countrymen, on the Se ſide” of 
the Atlantick. 37 10 Y! 
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AMERICAN, UNITED COLONIES. 


un Congreſe, May 15, 1776. 


HERE AS his Britannick majeſty, in 
conjunction with the lords and com- 
mons of Great-Britain, has, by a late act of par- 
liament, excluded the inhabitants of theſe United 
Colonies from the protection of his crown: and 
whereas no anſwer whatever, to the humble peti- 
tion of the colonies for redreſs of grievances 
and reconciliation with Great-Britain, has been, 
or is likely to be given; but the whole force of 
that kingdom, aided by foreign mercenaries, is 
to be exerted for the deſtruction of the good 
people of theſe colonies : and whereas it appears 
abſolutely irreconcileable to reaſon and good 
conſcience, for the people of theſe colonies to 
take the oaths and affirmations neceſſary for the 
ſupport of any government under the crown of 
Great-Britain; and it is neceſſary that the exer- 
caſe of every kind of authority under the ſaid 
crown ſhould be totally ſuppreſſed, and all the 
powers of government exerted under the autho- 
rity of the people of theſe colonies for the pre- 
ſervation of internal peace, virtue and good order, 
as well as for the defence of ourſelves, liberties 
and properties, againſt the hoſtile invaſions and 


cruel depredations of our enemies: 


3 A THEREFORE 
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THEREFORE reſolved, that it be recommended 
to the reſpective aſſemblies and conventlons of 
the United Colonies, where no government ſuffi: 
cient to the exigencies of their affairs has been 
hitherto eſtabliſhed, to adopt ſuch government as 
ſhall, in the opinion of the repreſentatives of the 
people, beſt conduce to the happineſs and ſafety 
of their conſtituents in particular, and America 
in general, | 1124 


By order of the Congreſs, v 


JohN Hancocx, preſident. . 


0 Tx -xim Vier 1 


TREATY or ALLIANCE. 


HE moſt chriſtian King, and the United 


States of North-America, to wit, New. 
Hampſhire, Maſſachuſetts-Bay, Rhode. Iſland, Con- 
necticut, New-York, New. Jerſey, Pennſylvanla, 
Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North-Carolins, 
South-Carolina and Georgia, having this day 
concluded a treaty of amity and commerce, for 
the reciprocal advantage of their ſubjects and 
citizens, have thought it neceſſary to take into 
conſideration the means of ſtrengthening "thoſe 
engagements, and of rendering them uſeful to 
the ſafety and tranquility of the two parties; 
particularly in caſe Great-Britain, in reſentment 


of that connection, and of the good correſpond- 
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ence which is the object of the ſaid treaty, ſhould 
break the peace with France, either by direct 
hoſtilities, or by hindering her commerce and 
navigation in a manner contrary to the rights of 
nations, and the peace ſubſiſting between the 
two crowns: and his majeſty and the ſaid United 
States having reſolved in that caſe, to join their 
councils and efforts againſt the enterprizes of 
their common enemy : 


Tut reſpective plenipotentiaries empowered to 
concert the clauſes and conditions proper to fulfil 
the ſaid intentions, have, after the moſt mature 
deliberation, concluded and determined on the 
following articles : 


ARTICLE I. If war ſhould break out between 
France and Great-Britain, during the continuance 
of the preſent war between the United States and 
England, his majeſty and the ſaid United States 
ſhall make it a common cauſe, and aid each other 
mutually with their good offices, their counſels 
and their forces, according to the exigence of 
conjunctures, as becomes good and faithful allies, 


AkrIcEE II. The effential and direct end of 
the preſent defenſive alliance is, to maintain ef- 
fectually the liberty, ſovereignty, and independ- 
ence abſolute and unlimited, of the ſaid United 
States, as well in matters of government as of 
commerce, 


ARTICLE 
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Axrrer n III. The two contracting parties ſhall, 
each on its ovm part, and in the manner i may 
judge moſt proper, make all the efforts in its 
power againſt their common enemy, in order to 


attain the end propoſed. 


AxTicLE IV. The contracting parties agree, 
that in caſe either of them ſhould form any par- 
ticular enterprize in which the concurrence of 
the other may be deſired, the party whoſe con- 
currence is defired, ſhall readily, and with good 
faith, join to act in concert for that purpoſe, as 
far as circumſtances and its own particular ſitu- 
ation will permit, and in that caſe, they ſhall 
regulate by a particular convention, the quantity 
and kind of ſuccour to be furniſhed, and the 
time and manner of its being brought into action, 
as well as the advantages which are to be its 
compenſation. 1 


ARTICLE V. If the United ſtates ſnould think 
fit to attempt the reduction of the Britiſh power, 
remaining in the northern parts of America, or 
the lands of Bermudas, thoſe countries or 
iflands, in caſe of ſucceſs, ſhall be confederated 
with, or OBA upon, the ſaid United a | 


1 VI. The moſt e King re- 


nounces for- ever the poſſeſſion of the iſlands of I 
Bermudas, as well as of any part of the conti 
nent of North-America, which before the treaty 
3: or in virtue of that treat), 

were 


of Paris, in 17 
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were acknowledged to belong to the crown of 
Great-Britain, or to the United States, hereto- 
fore called Britiſh colonies, or which are at this 
time, or have lately been under the power of the 
King and crown of Great-Britain. 


AxTICLE VII. If his moſt chriſtian majeſty 
ſball think proper to attack any of the iflands 
ſituated in the gulf of Mexico, or near that 
gulf, which are at preſent under the power of 
Great-Britain, all the ſaid iſles, in caſe of ſucceſs, 
mall appertain to the crown of France. 


AzxTicLE VIII. Neither of the two parties 
ſhall conclude either truce or peace with Great- 
Britain, without the formal conſent of the other 
firſt obtained; and they mutually engage not to 
lay down their arms, until the independence of 
the United States ſhall have been formally or 
tacitly aſſured, by the treaty or treaties that ſhall 
terminate the war. £2 


Anrreve IX. The contracting parties declare, 
that being reſolved to fulfil each on its on part, 
the clauſes and conditions of the preſent treaty 
ok alliance, according to its own power and cir- 
cumſtances, there ſhall be no after-claim of com- 
penſation, on one ſide or the other, whatever 
may be the event Dad the war. 290 


huvroit 1 X. The moſt chriſtian King and the 
United States agree to invite or admit other 
powers 
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powers who may have received injuries from 
England, to make common cauſe with them, and 
to accede to the preſent alliance, under ſuch 
conditions as ſhall be freely NO to, and ſettled 
between all the parties. 


ARrTICLE XI. The two parties guarantee my. 
tually from the preſent time and for- ever, againſt 
all other powers, to wit, the United States to 
his moſt chriſtian majeſty the preſent poſſeſſions 
of the crown of France in America, as well az 
| thoſe which it may acquire by the future treaty 
of peace; and his moſt chriſtian majeſty gua- 
rantees on his part to the United States, their 
liberty, ſovereignty and independence, abſolute 
and unlimited, as well in matters of govern- 
ment as commerce, and alſo their poſſeſſions, and 
the additions or conqueſts, that their confede- 
ration may obtain during the war, from any of 


the dominions now, or heretofore poſlefled by | 
Great-Britain in North-America; conformable } 
to the fifth and ſixth articles above-written, the 
whole as their poſſeſſion ſhall be fixed and affured | 
to the ſaid ſtates, at the moment of the ceſſation | 


of their preſent war with England. 


5 XII. In order to fix more preciſely 
the ſenſe and application of the preceding. article, 
the contracting parties declare, that in caſe ok 
a rupture between France and England, the re- 
ciprocal guarantee declared in the ſaid article, 
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ſuch war ſhall break out; and if ſuch rupture 
hall not take place, the mutual obligations of the 
ſaid guarantee ſhall not commence until the mo- 
ment of the ceſſation of the preſent war, be- 
tween the United States and England, ſhall have 
aſcertained Wer 2 


ARTICLE XIII. The preſent treaty ſhall be 
ratified on both ſides, and the ratifications ſhall 
de exchanged in the ſpace of ſix months, or 
ſooner, if poſſible. 


In faith whereof, the reſpective plenipotentiaries, 
to wit, on the part of the moſt chriſtian King, 

Cox RAD-ALEXAN DER GERaARD, royal ſyndick 
of the city of Straſbourg, and ſecretary of his 
majeſty's council of ſtate; and on the part of 
the United States, BENJAMIN FRANELIN, de- 
puty to the general Congreſs from the ſtate of 
Pennſylvania, and preſident of the convention 
of ſaid ſtate; SiLas Deane, heretofore de- 
puty from the ſtate of Connecticut; and A- 
THUR LEE, counſellor at law, have ſigned the 
above articles both in the French and Englith 
languages; declaring, nevertheleſs, that the 
preſent treaty was originally compoſed and 
concluded in the French language, and they 
have hereunto affxed their ſeals. 
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Done. at Par is, this . hxth day of February, Ole 
thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeventy-eight. 


(be SY ©7444 4 41 ee: Boo RRARD, 
(IL. S.) B. FRANEKLIx, 
(L. S.) SILAS DEAXE,, 
(L. S.) Ar RUA LEE. 
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O the 6th of June the Congreſs received a 
letter of the 27th of May from lord Howe, and 
one of the zd of June from general Clinton, 
accompanied with three acts of parliament : they 
were as follows : " 
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SIX, 


AVING, by a packet juſt arrived from 
Great-Britain, received the King's com- 
mands to tranſmit to the Congreſs, and the com- 


mander in chief of their troops, the copies of 


two acts, paſſed this ſeſſion of parliament, for 
quieting the diſorders now ſubſiſting in theſe co- 


lonies, and preparing the way for rhe return of 
peace, I embrace the earlieſt opportunity to for- 


one other act relating to the government of the 


a wy | 
province of Maffachuſetts-Bay, for the informa- 
we 


3 


tion of the Congreſs thereon ; molt ſincerely 
hoping this communication will be productive 


Philadelphia, May 27, 1778. 
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Sir, 
1 Tour moſt obedient ſervant, 


| How. 
Henry Laurens, eſq. preſident 


of the Congreſs. 


Head-Quarters, Philadelphia, June 3, 1778. 
81 R, 


I am directed to tranſmit to Congreſs, and the 
commander in chief of their troops, printed 
copies of three conciliatory acts of parhament : 
let me add my moſt ſincere wiſhes, that they may 
produce the deſirable effect which is hoped from 
tiem, I have the honour to be, 

Sir, 2 
Your moſt obedient, and 
moſt humble ſervant, / 1 z 


H. CLinTo 
Henry Laurens, eſq. preſident 
of the Congreſs, bas 


ln at for repealing an act, paſſed in the fourteenth 
year of his preſent majeſty's reign, entitled, An 
att for the better regulating the government” of 


the province of the Maſſachuſetts-Bay, in News- 
England. 


WHEREAS ha province of the Maſfactraſette- 
hay had for many years been governed under a 
3 B charter, 
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charter, granted by their late majeſties King Wil. 
liam and Queen Mary: and whereas an a&, 
paſſed in the tourteenth year of his preſent ma- 
* 8 reign, entitled, An act for the better re- 

gulating the government of the province of the 
Maſſachuſetts-Bay, in New-England,” has been 
found to create great uncaſineſſes in the minds of 
the inhabitants of the ſaid province, and has occa- 
ſioned jealouſies and apprehenſions of danger to 
their liberties and rights in ſeveral other of the 
colonies and plantations in North-America; for 
quieting and extinguiſhing ſuch uneaſineſſes and 
apprchenſions, be it enacted by the King's moſt 
excellent majeſty, by and with the advice and con- 
ſent of the lords ſpiritual and temporal, and. com- 


mons, in this preſent parliament afſembled, and by | 


the authority of the ſame, that, from and after the 
paſſing of this act, the ſaid act, of the fourteenth 
year of the reign of his preſent majeſty, be, and 
the ſame is hereby repealed. 


An act for removing all doubts and apprehenſiuns 
concerning taxation by the parliament of Greai- 
Britain in any of the colonies, provinces, and 


plantations in North-America, and the N. 


Indies; and for repealing ſo much of an tl, 


made in the ſeventh year of the reign of his pre- 


ſent majeſty, as impoſes a duty on tea imported ö 
from Great-Britain into any colony or Plantation 4 


in America, or relates thereto. 


WHEREAS. taxation by the parliament of | 


E | 
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venue in his majeſty's colonies, provinces, and 


plantations in North-America, has been found, 
by experience, to occaſion great uneaſineſſes and 
diſorders among his majeſty's faithful ſubjects, 
who may, nevertheleſs, be diſpoſed to acknow- 
ledge the juſtice of contributing to the common 
defence of the empire, provided ſuch contribu- 
tion ſhould be raiſed under the authority of the 
general court, or general aſſembly, of each re- 
ſpective colony, province or plantation: and 
whereas, in order as well to remove the {aid un- 
eaſineſſes, and to quiet the minds of his majeſty*s 
ſubjects, who may be diſpoſed to return to their 
allegiance, as to reſtore the peace and welfare of 
all his majeſty's dominions, it is expedient to 


declare that the King and parliament of Great- 


Britain will not impoſe any duty, tax or aſſeſſ- 
ment, for the purpoſe of raiſing a revenue in any 
of the colonies, provinces or plantations: may 
it pleaſe your majeſty, that it may be declared 
and enacted; and it is hereby declared and 
enacted by the King's moſt excellent majeſty, by 
and with the advice and conſent of the lords ſpi— 
ritual and temporal, and commons, in this pre- 
ſent parliament aſſembled, and by the authority 
of the ſame, that, from and after the paſſing of 
this act, the King and parliament of Great-Bri- 
tain will not impoſe any duty, tax, or aſſeſſment 
whatever, payable in any of his majeſty's colo- 
nes, provinces and plantations, in North-Ame— 
tica, or the Weſt-Indies ; except only ſuch duties 
as it may be expedient to impoſe for the regula. 
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tion of commerce; the net produce of ſuch du. 


ties to be always paid and applied to and for the An \ 
uſe of the colony, province or plantation, in 70 
which the ſame ſhall be refpectively levied, in 1 
ſuch manner as other duties collected by the au- 2 
thority of the reſpective general courts or gene. =, 
ral aflemblies of ſuch colonies, provinces or plan. 
| tations, are ordinarily paid and applied. F. 
Mi jealo 
Arp be it further enacted by the authority ider 
aforeſaid, that, from and after the paſſing of of hi 
this act, ſo much of an act made in the feventh WM and 
year of his preſent majeſty's reign, entitled, „An ſetts- 
act for granting certain duties in the Britiſh colo- New 
nies and plantations in America; for allowing a ties 
drawback of the duties of cultoina upon the ex- Caro 
portation from this kingdom ot coffee and cocoa- à full 
nuts of the produce of the ſaid colonies or planta- O poſes 
tions ; for diſcontinuing the drawbacks payable on tain ; 
china earthenware exported to America; and for rerfec 
more effectually preventing the clandeſtine run- WI be it 
ning of goods in the ſaid colonies and plantations; Wl ſy, b 
as impoſes a duty on tea imported from Great- Wl lords 
Britain into any colony or plantation in America, this x 
or has relation to the ſaid duty, be, and the Bl autho 
ſame is hereby repealed. MW lawful 
| («ters 
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An act to enable hit majeſty to appoint commiſfoners 
coith ſufficient powers to treat, conſult,| and agree 
upon the means of quieting the diſorders notu ſiab- 

ſifting in certain of the colonies, plantations, and 
provinces of North-America. 


Fox the quieting and extingwſhing of divers 
jealouſies and miſapprehenſions of danger to their 
liberties and legal rights, which have miſled many 
of his majeſty's ſubjects in the colonies, provinces, 
and plantations of New-Hampſhire, Maſlachu- 
ſetts-Bay, Rhode-Ifland, Connecticut, New-Y ork, 
New-Jerſey, Pennſylvania, the Three Lower Coun- 
tits on Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North- 
Carolina, South-Carolina and Georgia; and for 
a full manifeſtation of the juſt and gracious. pur- 
poſes of his majeſty, and his parliament, to main- 
tain and ſecure all his ſubjects in a clear and 
perfect enjoyment of ſuch liberties and rights; 
be it enacted by the King's moſt excellent maze- 
liy, by and with the advice and conſent of the 
lords ſpiritual and temporal, and commons, in 
this preſent parliament aſſembled, and by the 
authority of the ſame, that it ſhall and may be 
lawful for his majeſty, from time to time, by 
letters patent under the great ſcal of Great-Bri- 
tain, to authorize and empower five able and 
ficient perſons, or any three of them, to treat, 
conſult, and agree with ſuch body or bodies 
political and corporate, or with ſuch aſſembly or 
alemblies of men, or with any perſon or perſons 

whatloever, 


* 


whatſoever, of and concerning any grievances, 
or complaints of grievances, exiſting, or fuppoſed 
to exiſt, in the government of any of the ſaid 
colonies, provinces, or plantations reſpectively, 
or in the laws and ſtatutes of this realm reſpect. 
ing the ſame; and of or concerning any aid or 
contribution to be furniſhed by all or any of the 
faid colonies, provinces, or plantations reſpec- 
tively, for the common defence of this realm, 
and the dominions thereunto belonging ; and of 
and concerning any other regulations, proviſions, 
matters and things, neceſſary or convenient for 


the honour of his majeſty, and his parliament, f 


and for the common good of all his ſubje&s. 


PgovipEp alſo, and be it further enacted and 
declared, that no regulation, proviſion, matter ot 


thing, ſo propoſed, treated, conſulted or agreed, 
ſhall have any other force or effect, or be carried 
further into execution, than is herein after men- 
tioned and provided, until the ſame ſhall have _ 


been confirmed by parliament. 


Provided alſo, and be it further enacted by | 
the authority aforeſaid, that in order to facilitate 
the good purpoſes of this act, his majeſty may 
lawfully enable the faid commiſſioners, or any 
three of them, from time to time, to order and 
proclaim a ceflation of hoſtilities, on the patt of 
his majeſty's forces, by ſea or land, for any time, 


and under any conditions or reſtrictions z/ and 
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ſuch order and proclamation to revoke and annul 
in the fame manner and form. 


Axp be it further enacted, that it ſhall and 
may be lawful for his majeſty, by ſuch letters 
patent as aforeſaid, to authorize and empower 
the faid commiſſioners, or any three of them, 
by proclamation, under their reſpective hands 
and ſeals, from time to time, to ſuſpend the ope- 
ration and effect of a certain act of parliament, 
made and pafled in the ſixteenth year of the 
reign of his preſent majeſty, for prohibiting all 
trade and intercourſe with certain colonies and 
plantations therein named, and for the other 
purpoſes therein alſo mentioned, or any of the 
proviſions or reſtrictions therein contained; ſpe— 
citying in ſuch proclamation at what times and 
places reſpectively, and with what exceptions and 
reſtrictions, and under what paſſes and clearances, 
in lieu of thoſe heretofore directed by any act 
or acts of parliament for regulating the trade oft 
the colonies or plantations, the faid ſuſpenſion 
hall take effect; and the ſaid ſuſpenſion and 
proclamation, in the ſame manner and form, to 
amnul and revoke. 


Ap be it further enacted by the authority 


dorclaid, that it ſhall and may be lawful for his 


myeſly, by ſuch letters patent as aforcſaid, to 
atborize and empower the {aid committoners, 
or any three of them, to ſuſpend in places, and 
lor any Limes during the continuance of this act, 

the 
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the operation and effect of any act or acts of maje 
parliament which have paſſed ſince the tenth day appo 
of February, one thouſand ſeven hundred and from 


ſixty-three, and which relate to any of his ma- hand 
jeſty's ſaid colonies, provinces or plantations, in nor 2 
North-America, ſo far as the ſame does relate to color 
them; or the operation and effect of any clauſe, and « 


or any proviſion or matter therein contained, ſo manCc 
far as ſuch clauſes, proviſions or matters, relate WW tatior 
to any of the ſaid colonies, provinces or plan- thori 


tations. tofor; 


| | have 
AND it is hereby enacted by the authority form 
aforeſaid, that it ſhall and may be lawful for his had | 


majeſty, by ſuch letters patent as aforeſaid, to ſty's. 
authorize and empower the ſaid commiſſioners, purpe 
or any three of them, and they are hereby au- void, 
thorized and empowered, to grant a pardon or grant 


pardons to any number or deſcription of perſons comn 
within the ſaid colonies, provinces or plantations. | 
5 Ad 

AxD that no let or hindrance may happen conti. 
from the vacancy of the office of governor and WM one t 
commander in chief in any of the faid colonies, 
provinces or plantations, reſpectively, or from the | 
abſence of ſuch officer from his government, be | 
it further enacted by the authority aforeſaid, | 
that it ſhall and may be lawful for his majeſty, a 
by ſuch letters patent as aforeſaid, to authorize 
and empower the ſaid commiſſioners, or any 
three of them, in any of the ſaid colonies, pro- 
vinces or plantations, reſpectively, wherein his | 
majeſty | 


1 


majeſty hath uſually heretofore nominated and 
appointed a governor, to nominate; and appoint, 
from time to time, by an inſtrument under their 
hands and ſeals, a proper perſon to be the gover- 
nor and commander in chief, in and for any ſuch 
colony, province or plantation: to have, hold, 
and exerciſe the ſaid office of governor and com- 
mander-in chief in and for ſuch colony or plan- 
tation reſpectively, with all ſuch powers and au- 
thorities as any governor of ſuch province here- 
tofore appointed by his majeſty might or could 
have exerciſed, in as full and ample manner and 
form as if ſuch governor and commander in chief 
had been nominated and appointed by his maje- 
ſty's letters patent or commiſſion; and for that 
purpoſe, if need be, to revoke, annul and make 
void, any commiſſion or letters patent heretofore 
granted for appointing any ſuch governor and 
commander in chief. 


— 


And be it further enacted, that this act ſhall 
continue to be in force until the firſt day of June, 
one thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeventy-nine. 


To which the following anſwers were returned : 


4a York-Town, June 6, 1778. 
My Lorp, | 


I HAvE had the bonour of laying your lord- 
li p's letter of the 25th of May, with the acts of 
the Britiſh parliament encloſed, before Congrels ; 
3 C and 
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and 1 am inſtructed to acquaint your lordſhip, 
that they have already expreſſed their ſentiments 
upon bills, not effentially different from thoſe aQs, 
in a publication of the 22d of April laſt, 


Vous lordſhip may be aſſured, that when the 

King of Great-Britain ſhall be ſeriouſly diſpoſed 
to put an end to the unprovoked and cruel war 
waged againſt theſe United States, Congreſs will 
readily attend to ſuch terms of peace as may con- 
ſiſt with the honour of independent nations, the 


intereſt of their conſtituents, and the ſacred re- 


card they mean to pay to treaties. I am, my 
lord, with all due conſideration, 
Your lordſhip's 
molt obedient ſervant, 
HENRY LAURENSs, 
preſident of Congreſs. 


Lord Howe. 


York-Town, June 6, 1778. 
811, 


I nave had the honour of laying your letter | 
of the 2d inſtant, with the a&s of the Britiſh 
parliament which came encloſed, before Congreſs; } 
and J am inſtructed to acquaint you, fir, that they i 
have already expreſſed their ſentiments upon bills, 
not eſſentially different from theſe acts, in a 


publication of the 22d of April laſt. 


By aſſured, ſir, when the King of Great Pri- ] 
tain {hall be ſeriouſſy diſpoſed to put an end to 
the 
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the unprovoked and cruel war waged againſt tlieſe 
United States, Congreſs will readily attend to 
ſuch terms of peace as may conſiſt with the ho- 
nour of independent nations, the intereſt of their 
conſtituents, and the ſacred regard they mean to 
pay to treaties. I have the honour to be, 
Sir, 
Your moſt obedient, and 
moſt humble ſervant, 
HENRY LAURENSs, 
preſident of Congrels. 

His excellency fir Henry Clinton, K. B, 
Philadelphia. 


ON the 13th of June a letter of the gth 
was received from lord Carliſle, William Eden 
and George Johnſtone, eſquires, with copics 
of the three acts above-mentioned, and of a 
commiſſion from the King of Great-Britain to 
the earl of Carliſle, lord viſcount Howe, fir Wil- 
lam Howe, or in his abſence fir Henry Clinton, 
William Eden and George Johnſtone ; the letter 
was as follows: 


GENTLEMEN, 


 W1iTH an earneſt deſire to {top the further 
eſtuſion of blood and the calamities of war, we 
communicate to you, with the leaſt poſſible delay 
aiter our arrival in this city, a copy of the com- 
miſſion with which his majeſty is pleaſed to ho- 
nour us, as alſo the acts of parliament on which 

It 
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it is founded. And, at the ſame time that we 
aſſure you of our moſt earneſt deſire to re-eſta. 
bliſh, on the baſis of equal freedom and mutual 
ſafety, the tranquility of this once happy empire, 
you will obſerve that we are veſted with powers 
equal to the purpoſe, and ſuch as are even un- 
precedented in the annals of our hiſtory. 


Ix the preſent ſtate of our affairs, though fraught 
with ſubjects of mutual regret, all parties may 
draw ſome degree of conſolation, and even au- 
ſpicious hope, from the recollection that cordial 
reconciliation and affection have, in our own and 
other empires, ſucceeded to contentions and tem- 
porary diviſions, not leis violent than thoſe we 
NOW EXPETIENCE. 


We wiſh not to recall ſubjects which are now 
no longer in controverſy, and will reſerve to a 
proper time of diſcuſſion, both the hopes of mu- 
tual benefit, and the conſideration of evils, that 
may naturalle contribute to determine your reſo- 
jutions, as well as our own, on this important 
occaſion. 


THe acts of parliament which we tranſmit to 
you having paſſed with fingular unanimity, will 


ſufficiently evince the diſpoſition of Great-Bri- | 


tain, and ſhew that the terms of agreement in 


contemplation with his majeſty and with parlia- 
ment are ſuch as come up to every wiſh, that 
North-America, either in the hour of temperate ö 


dcliberation | 
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deliberation! or of the utmoſt apprehenſion of 
danger to liberty, has expreſſed. 


Monk effectually to demonſtrate our good in- 
tentions, we think proper to declare, even in this 
our firſt communication, that we are diſpoſed to 
concur in every ſatisfactory and juſt arrangement 
towards the following among other purpoſes : 


To conſent to a ceſlation of hoſtilities, both 
by ſea and land. 


To reſtore free intercourſe, to revive mutuat 
affection, and renew the common benefits of na- 
turalization, through the ſeveral parts of this 
empire. 


To extend every freedom to trade that our 
reſpective intereſts can require. 


To agree that no military forces ſhall be kept 
up in the different ſtates of North-America, 
without the conſent of the general Congreſs or 
particular aſſemblies. 


To concur in meaſures calculated to diſcharge 
the debts of America, and to raiſe the credit and 
value of the paper circulation, 


To perpetuate our union by a reciprocal de- 
putation of an agent or agents from the different 
ates, who ſhall have the privilege of a ſeat and 

voice 


10 


voice in the parliament of Great-Britain; or, B 
if ſent from Britain, in that caſe to have a ſeat Ame 
and voice in the aſſemblies of the different ſtates of c 
to which they may be deputed reſpectively, in inter 
order to attend the ſeveral intereſts of thoſe by tions 
whom they are deputed. of g. 
will 
In ſhort, to eſtabliſh the power of the reſpec- coef 
tive legiſlatures in each particular ſtate, to ſettle WM vil T 
its revenue, its civil and military eſtabliſhment, with 
and to exerciſe a perfect freedom of legiſlation tural 
and internal government, ſo that the Britiſh 
ſtates throughout North- America, acting with us f Ty 
in peace and war under one common ſovereign, dodo. 
may have the irrevocable enjoyment of every WM comm 
privilege, that is ſhort of a total ſeparation of duft 
intereſts, or conſiſtent with that union of force, WM ire to 
on which the ſafety of our common religion and Wi depute 
liberty depends. Loon, 
| 1 We th 
Ix our anxiety for preſerving thoſe ſacred and WT his ma 
eſſential intereſts, we cannot help taking notice tre to 
of the inſidious interpoſition of a power, which 5 in the 
has, from the firſt ſettlement of theſe colonies, f ay pa 
bo actuated with enmity to us both. And New. v 
notwithſtanding the pretended date or preſent majeſty 


form of the French offers to North-America, yet 
it is notorious that theſe were made in conſe- 
quence of the plans of accommodation previoully : 
concerted in Great-Britain, and with a view to 
prevent our reconciliation, and to prolong this 
deſtructive war. 
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Bor we truſt that the inhabitants of North- 
America, connected with us by the neareſt ties 
of conſanguinity, ſpeaking the ſame language, 
intereſted in the preſervation of ſimilar inſtitu- 
tions, remembering the former happy intercourſe 
of good offices, and forgetting recent animoſities, 
will ſhrink from the thought of becoming an 
acceſſion of force to our late mutual enemy, and 
will prefer a firm, a free and perpetual coalition 


with the parent-ſtate, to an inſincere and unna- 
tural foreign alliance. | 


Tuis defpatch will be delivered to you by 
doctor Ferguſon, the ſecretary to his majeſty's 
commiſſion. And for further explanation and 
diſcuſſion of every ſubject of difference, we de- 
ire to meet with you, either collectively or by 
deputation, at New-York, Philadelphia, York- 
Town, or ſuch other place as you may propoſe. 
We think it right, however, to apprize you, that 


d lll his majeſty's inſtructions, as well as our own de- 
bre to remove from the immediate ſeat of war, 
ji In che active operations of which we cannot take 
3 WY any part, may induce us ſpeedily to remove to 
ad New-York : but the commander in chief of his 
nt i najeſty's land-forces, who is joined with us in 
- AF ths commiſſion, will, if it ſhould become eligible, 
le- 


either concur with us in a ſuſpenſion of hoſtili- 
les, or will furniſh all neceſſary paſſports and 
ake conduct to facilitate our meeting, and we 
hall of courſe expect the ſame of you. 


0 | | Ir, 


e - 


( 400 ) 
Ir, after the time that may be neceſſary to con- the 


ſider this communication and tranſmit your an. upo 
ſwer, the horrors and devaſtations of war ſhould We 
continue, we call Gop and the world to witneſs, 
that the evils which muſt follow, are not to be 
imputed to Great-Britain : and we cannot, with- 
out the moſt real ſorrow, anticipate the proſpe& 
of calamities, which we feel the moſt ardent 
defire to prevent. We are, with perfect reſpe, | 
Gentlemen, k-4 Phil 
Your moſt obedient, 
and moſt humble ſervants, 
CARLISLE, 
Wm. EDEN, Ti 
GEO. JOHNSTONE. mou! 
Philadelphia, gth 
June, 1778. To 7 
| Ca 
; /to 
To his excellency Henry Laurens, the preſident, and * 
other the members of Congreſs. | 
GENTLEMEN, 1 oo 
Tae deſpatch encloſed with this was carried - and I: 
this morning to the neareſt poſt of general Waſh- g carne 
ington's army by doctor Ferguſon, ſecretary to i man! 
his majeſty's commiſſion for reſtoring peace, Paper 
&c. but he not finding a paſſport, has returned} his 
to this place. In order to avoid every unneceſia- Fl ally « 
ry delay, we now again ſend it by the 2 lo de; 


conveyance of your military poſts. As ſoon as Patio 
| the 
| 


. 
| 
; 
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the paſſport arrives, doctor Ferguſon ſhall wait 

upon you according to our firſt arrangement. 

We are, with perfect reſpect, 

Gentlemen, 
Your moſt obedient, 
and moſt humble ſervants, 

CARLISLE, 
Wm. EDEN, 

| Go. JOHNSTONE. 

Philadelphia, June q, 


1778. 


To this letter the following anſwer was unani- 
mouſly given upon the 17th of June: 


To their excellencies the right honourable the earl of 
Carlijle, William Eden, eſquire, George Fohn- 
tone, eſquire, commiſſioners from his Britannict 


majeſty, Philadelphia. 


I Have received the letter from your excel- 
lencies of the gth inſtant, with the encloſures, 
and laid them before Congreſs. Nothing but an 
earneſt deſire to ſpare the farther effuſion of hu- 
man blood could have induced them to read a 
paper, containing expreſſions ſo diſreſpectful to 
his moſt chriſtian majeſty, the good and great 
ally of theſe ſtates; or to conſider propoſitions 
{0 derogatory to the honour of an independent 
nation. 
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Tu acts of the Britiſh parliament, the com. 
miſſion from your ſovereign, and your letter, 
ſuppoſe the people of theſe ſtates to be ſubjects 
of the crown of Great-Britain, and are founded 
on the idea of dependence, which is utterly in. 
admiſſible. 


I am further directed to inform your excellen. 
cies, that Congreſs are inclined to peace, not- 
withſtanding the unjuſt claims from which this 
war originated, and the ſavage manner in which 
it hath been conducted. They will, therefore, 
be ready to enter upon the conſideration of a 
treaty of peace and commerce, not inconſiſtent 
with treaties already ſubſiſting, when the King 
of Great-Britain ſhall demonſtrate a ſincere dil- 
poſition for that purpoſe. The only ſolid proot 
of this diſpoſition will be, an explicit acknow- 
ledgment of the independence of theſe ſtates, or 
the withdrawing his fleets and armies. 

I have the honour to be, 
Your excellencies moſt obedient, 


and humble ſervant, 


Signed, by order of the unanimous VOICE of | 


Congreſs, 
HENRY 5 RENS, preſident. 


York-Town, June 17, 1778 
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NOT EB XIV. Pacs 179. 


On the 21ſt day of April, 1778, the Congreſs, 
then ſitting at York-Town, received a letter from 
general Waſhington, encloſing a printed paper 
from Philadelphia, purporting to be draughts of 
three bills ſimilar to the three acts which are 
ſtated in Note XXIV, commonly called The con- 
ciliatory acts, which was referred to a committee. 
On the day following, viz. the 22d of April, the 
committee reported as follows : 


HE committee to whom was referred the 
general's letter of the 18th, containing a 
certain printed paper ſent from Philadelphia, pur- 
porting to be the draught of a bill for declaring 
the intentions of the parliament of Great-Britain, 


as to the exerciſe of what they are pleaſed to 


term their right of impoſing taxes within theſe 
United States; and alſo the draught of a bill to 
enable the King of Great-Britain to appoint com- 
miſſioners, with powers to treat, conſult and 
agree upon, the means of quieting certain dil- 
orders within the ſaid ſtates, beg leave to obſerve, 
that the ſaid paper being induſtrioufly circulated 
by emiſſarics of the enemy, in a partial and ſe— 
cret manner, the ſame ought to be forthwith 
printed for the publick information. 


Tat committee cannot aſcertain whether the 
contents of the ſaid paper have been framed in 
Philadelphia, 


— 
= 
—_—_ 
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Philadelphia, or in Great-Britain, much leſs whe. 
ther the ſame are really and truly intended to be 
brought into the parliament of that kingdom, or 
whether the ſaid parliament will conter thereon 


the uſual ſolemnities of their laws. But are in— 
clined to believe this will happen, for the follow. 
ing reaſons: 


1. Becavst their general hath made divers 
feeble efforts to ſet on foot ſome kind of treaty 
during the laſt winter, though, either from a 
miſtaken idea of his own dignity and importance, 


the want of information, or ſome other cauſe, | 


he hath not made application to thoſe who are 
inveſted with a proper authority. 


2. Becavst they ſuppoſe that the fallacious 
idea of a ceſſation of hoſtilities will render theſe 


ſtates remiſs in their preparations for war. 


BE causk, believing the Americans wearied 
with war, they ſuppoſe we will accede to their 
terms for the fake of peace. 


4. Becaust they ſuppoſe that our negociations 
may be ſubje& to a like corrupt influence with 
their debates. 


5. Becaust they expect from this ſtep the 
{ame effects they did from what one of their mi- 
niſters thought proper to call his conciliatory 
motion, viz. that it will prevent foreign powers 

from 
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from giving aid to theſe ſtates; that it will lead 
their own ſubjects to continue a little longer the 
preſent war; and that it will detach ſome weak 
men in America from the cauſe of freedom and 
virtue. 


6. BECAUSE their King, from his own ſhewing, 
hath reaſon to apprehend that his fleets and ar- 
mies, inſtead of being employed againſt the ter- 
ritories of theſe ſtates, will be neceſſary for the 
defence of his own dominions. And, 


7. BEcavsE the impracticability of ſubjugating 
this country being every day more and more ma- 
nifeſt, 1t is their intereſt to extricate themſelves 
from the war upon any terms. 


Taz committee beg leave further to obſerve, 
lat, upon a ſuppoſition the matters contained in 
the ſaid paper will really go into the Britiſh ſta- 
tute-book, they ſerve to ſhew, in a clear point 
ok view, the weakneſs and wickedneſs of the 
enemy. 


Their weakneſs, 


1. BE c Aus E they formerly declared, not only 
mat they had a right to bind the inhabitants of 
theſe ſtates in all caſes whatſoever, but alſo that 
the ſaid inhabitants ſhould abſolutely and uncon- 
ltionally ſubmit to the exerciſe of that right. 


! And this ſubmiſſion they have endeavoured to 


> eract by the ſword. Receding from this claim, 
mY therctore, 
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therefore, under the preſent circumſtances, ſhews 


I. 
| their inability to enforce it. a di 
| WM form 
| 2. BEcavsr their prince had heretofore re. it is 
| jected the humbleſt petitions of the repreſenta. brav 
tives of America, praying to be conſidered as then 
| ſubjects, and protected in the enjoyment of peace, WM term 
liberty and ſafety ; and hath waged a moſt cruel nor 
war againſt them, and employed the ſavages to 
butcher innocent women and children. But now 2. 
the ſame prince pretends to treat with thoſe very WI title, 
| repreſentatives, and grant to the arms of America Britit 
what he refuſed to her prayers. che 1 
| | Whe 
| 3- Becavsx they have uniformly laboured to BF faid | 
conquer this continent, rejecting every idea of right, 
accommodation propoſed to them, from a con- lent 
fidence in their own ſtrength. Wherefore it is IM proſe 
evident, from the change in their mode of attack, 
that they have loſt this confidence. And, . 3. 
be elced 


4. Becavst the conſtant language, ſpoken be en 
not only by their miniſters, but by the moſt pub- R ſhoul, 
lick and authentick acts of the nation, hath been, diſpoſ 
that it is incompatible with their dignity to treat MW and 1 


with the Americans while they have arms in their act ac 
hands. Notwithſtanding which, an offer is now} 
about to be made for treaty. 4. 

| conta 
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1. EIxrHER the bills now to be paſſed contain 
a direct or indirect ceſſion of a part of their 
former claims, or they do not. If they do, then 
it is acknowledged that they have ſacrificed many 
brave men in an unjuſt quarrel. If they do not, 
then they are calculated to deceive America into 
terms, to which neither argument before the war, 
nor force ſince, could procure her aſſent. 


2. TRE firſt of theſe bills appears, from the 
title, to be a declaration of the intentions of the 
Britiſh parliament, ,concerning the exerciſe of 
the right of impoſing taxes within theſe ſtates. 
Wherefore, ſhould theſe ſtates treat under the 
laid bill, they would indirectly acknowledge that 
tight, to obtain which acknowledgment, the pre- 
lent war hath been avowedly undertaken and 
proſecuted on the part of Great-Britain. 


3. SHOULD ſuch pretended right be ſo acqui- 
elced in, then, of conſequence, the ſame might 
be exerciſed whenever the Britiſh parliament 
ſhould find themſelves in a different temper and 
diſpoſition ; ſince it muſt depend upon thoſe, 
and ſuch like contingencies, how far men will 
att according to their former intentions, 


4. TuzE ſaid firſt bill, in the body thereof, 
containeth no new matter, but is preciſely the 
ame with the motion before-mentioned, and lia- 
ble to all the objections which lay againſt the ſaid 
motion, excepting the following particular, viz. 


that 
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that by the motion actual taxation was to be 
ſuſpenqed, ſo long as America ſhould give as 
much as the ſaid parliament might think proper: 
whereas, by the propoſed bill, it is to be ſuſpend. 
ed, as long as future parliaments continue of the 
ſame mind with the preſent. 


5. From the ſecond bill it appears, that the | 
Britiſh King may, if he pleaſes, appoint com- 
miſſioners to treat and agree with thoſe, whom | 


they pleaſe, about a variety of things therein 


mentioned. But ſuch treaties and agreements 
are to be of no validity, without the concur. | 
rence of the ſaid parliament, except ſo far as | 
they relate to the ſuſpepſion of hoſtilities, and of 
certain of their acts, the granting of pardons, | 
and the appointing of governors to theſe ſove- | 
Wherefore, 
the ſaid parliament have reſerved to themſelves, | 
in expreſs words, the power of ſetting aſide any 
ſuch treaty, and taking the advantage of any 
circumſtances which may ariſe to ſubje& this 


reign, free and independent ſtates. 


continent to their uſurpations. 


6. Tux faid bill, by holding forth a tender of 
pardon, implies a criminality in our juſtifiable 
reſiſtance, and conſequently, to treat under it 
would be an implied acknowledgment that the 
inhabitants of theſe ſtates were, what Britain 


hath declared them to be, rebels. 


7. Tis inhabitants of theſe ſtates being claim 
ed 
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ed by them as, ſubjects, they may infer, from 
the nature of the negotiation now pretended to 
de ſet on foot, that the ſaid inhabitants would 
of right, be afterwards bound by ſuch laws as 
they ſhould make. Wherefore any agreement 
entered into on fuch negotiation wight at any 
future time be repealed. And, 


8. ener the ſaid bill purports, that the 
commiſſioners therein mentioned may treat with 
private individuals; a meaſure highly derogatory 
o the dignity of vational character. 


FxoM all which it appears evident to your com- 
nittee, that the ſaid bills are intended to operate 
pon the hopes and fears of the good people of 
heſe ſtates, ſo as to create diviſians among them, 
ind a defection from the common cauſe, now, 
by the bleſſing of Divine Providence, drawing 
tear to a favourable iſſue. That they are the 
kquel of that inſidious plan, which, from the 
lays of the ſtamp- act, down to the preſent time, 
hath involved this country in contention and 
doodſhed. And that, as in other caſes ſo in 
of is, although circumſtances may force them at 
le imcs to recede from their unjuſtifiable claims, 
it there can be no doubt but they will, as hereto- 
ore, upon the firſt favourable — — again 
uplay that luſt of domination, which hath rent 
n twain the mighty empire of Britain, 


Uron the whole matter, the committee beg 
3 E leave 


(9 


leave to report it as their opinion, that as the 
Americans united in this arduous conteſt upon 
principles of common intereſt, for the defence 
of common rights and privileges, which union 
hath been cemented by common calamities, and 
by mutual good offices and affection, fo the 
great cauſe for which they contend, and m which 
all mankind are intereſted, muſt derive its ſuc- 
ceſs from the continuance of that union. Where. 


fore any man or body of men, who ſhould pre. 1 


ſume to make any ſeparate or partial convention 


or agreement with commiſſioners under the 


crown of Great-Britain, or any of them, ought | 


to be confidered and treated as open and avowed 
enemies of theſe United States. 


AxD further, your committee beg leave to re- 


port it as their opinion, that theſe United States 


cannot, with propriety, hold any conference with 
any commiſſioners on the part of Great-Britain, 
unleſs they ſhall, as a preliminary thereto, either 


withdraw their fleets and armies, or elfe, in po- 


ſitive and expreſs terms, acknowledge the inde- 
pendence of the ſaid ſtates. 


AND in as much as it appears to be the deſign of 
the enemies of theſe ſtates to lull them into 2 
fatal ſecurity—to the end that they may act with 
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troops in the field as ſoon as poſſible, and that all 
the militia of the ſaid ſtates be held in readineſs, 


to act as occaſion may require. 


Tuts report being read, and debated by para- 
graphs, was agreed to unanimouſly, and pub- 
liſhed, 


NDOT 2 - e Pact 181. 


Ox the 6th of July, 1775, the e pub- 
iſhed the following declaration: 


F it was poſſible for men, who exerciſe their 
reaſon, to believe, that the Divine Author of 
our exiſtence intended a part of the human race 
to hold an abſolute property in, and an unbounded 
power over others, marked out by his infinite 
goodneſs and wiſdom, as the objects of a legal 
domination never rightfully reſiſtible, however 
evere and oppreſſive, the inhabitants of theſe co- 
onies might at leaſt require from the parliament 
of Great-Britain ſome evidence, that this dread- 


ul authority over them has been granted to that 


body. But a reverence for our great Creator, 
principles of humanity, and the diQtates of com- 
non ſenſe, muſt convince all thoſe who reflect 
on the ſubject, that government was inltituted 
0 promote the welfare of mankind, and ought 
0 be adminiſtered for the attainment of that end. 
the legiſlature of Great-Britain, however ſli— 

mulated 
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mulated by an inordinate paſſion for a power not 
only unjuſtifiable, but which they know to be 
peculiarly reprobated by the very conſtitution 
of that kingdom, and deſperate of ſucceſs in any 
mode of conteſt, where regard ſhould be had to 
truth, law, or right, have at length, deſerting 


thoſe, attempted to effect their cruel and impo- 


litick purpoſe of enſlaving theſe colonies by vio- 

lence, and have thereby rendered it neceſſary 
for us to cloſe with their laſt appeal from reaſon 
to arms. Yet, however blinded that aſſembly 
may be, by their intemperate rage for unlimited 
domination, ſo to light juſtice and the opinion 


of mankind, we eſteem ourſelves bound by obli- 
gations of reſpect to the reſt of the world, to 


make known the jultice of our cauſe. 


Oux forefathers, inhabitants of the iſland of 
Great-Britain, left their native land to ſeek on 
theſe ſhotes a reſidence for civil and religious 
freedom. At the expence of their blood, at the 
hazard of their fortunes, without the leaſt charge F 
to the country from which they removed, by un- 
ceaſing labour and an unconquerable ſpirit, they 
effected ſettlements in the diſtant and inhoſpitable 
wilds of America, then filled with numerous and 

warlike nations of barbarians. Societies or go- 
vernments, veſted with perfect legiſlatures, were 
formed under charters from the crown, and an f 
harmonious intercourſe was eſtabliſhed between 
the colonies and the kingdom from which they 


derived their origin. The mutual benefits of this | 
union 


1 


union became in a ſhort time ſo extraordinary, 
as to excite aſtoniſhment. It is univerſally con- 
feſſed, that the amazing increaſe of the wealth, 
ſtrength, and navigation of the realm, aroſe from 
this ſource ; and the miniſter, who ſo wiſely and 
ſucceſsfully directed the meaſures of Great-Bri- 
tain in the late war, publickly declared, that 
theſe colonies enabled her to triumph over her 
enemies. Towards the concluſion of that war, 
it pleaſed our ſovereign to make a change in his 
councils. From that fatal moment, the affairs of 
the Britiſh empire began to fall into confuſion, 
and gradually ſliding from the ſummit of glo- 
rious proſperity, to which they had been advanced 
by the virtues and abilities of one man, are at 
length diſtracted by the convulſions, that now 
ſake it to its deepeſt foundations. The new 
miniſtry finding the brave foes of Britain, though 
frequently defeated, yet {till contending, took up 
the unfortunate idea of granting them a haſty 
peace, and of then ſubduing her faithful friends. 


Tus E devoted colonies were judged to be in 
luch a ſtate, as to preſent victories without 
dloodſhed, and all the eaſy emoluments of ſtatute- 
able plunder. The uninterrupted tenor of their 
peaceable and reſpectful behaviour from the be- 
zinning of colonization, their dutiful, zealous, 
and uſeful ſervices during the war, though ſo 
recently and amply acknowledged in the moſt 
honourable manner by his majeſty, by the late 
King, and by parliament, could not fave them 

from 
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from the meditated innovations. Parliament wag 
influenced to adopt the pernicious project, and 
aſſuming a new power over them, have, in the 
courſe of eleven years, given ſuch deciſive ſpeci. 


mens of the ſpirit and conſequences attending 


this power, as to leave no doubt concerning the 
effects of acquieſcence under it. They have un. 
dertaken to give and grant our money without 


our conſent, though we have ever exerciſed an 


excluſive right to diſpoſe of our own property; 
ſtatutes have been paſſed for extending the juriſ- 


diction of courts of admiralty and vice-admiralty | 
beyond their ancient limits; for depriving us of 


the accuſtomed and ineſtimable privilege of trial 
by jury in caſes affecting both life and property; 
for ſuſpending the legiſlature of one of the colo- 


nies ; for interdicting all commerce to the capital 
of another; and for altering fundamentally the 
charter, and 
ſecured by acts of its own legiſlature, ſolemnly 
confirmed by the crown; for exempting the 
© murderers* of coloniſts from legal trial, and, 
in effect, from puniſhment ; for erecting in a 
neighbouring province, acquired by the joint 
arms of Great-Britain and America, a deſpotilm i 
dangerous to our very exiſtence z and for quar- 
tering ſoldiers upon the coloniſts in time of pro- 
It has alſo been reſolved in pariia- 
ment, that coloniſts charged with committing | 
certain offences, ſhall be tranſported to England 


form of government eſtabliſhed by 


found peace. 


to be tried. 


Bur 


C ty 3 


Bur why ſhould we enumerate our injuries in 
detail ? By one ſtatute it is declared, that parlia- 
ment can of right, make laws to bind us in 
dall caſes whatſoever.“ What is to defend us 
againſt ſo enormous, ſo unlimited a power? Not 
a ſingle man of thoſe who aflume it, is choſen 
by us; or is ſubject to our control or influence; 
dut, on the contrary, they are all of them ex- 
empt from the operation of ſuch laws, and an 
American revenue, if not diverted from the 
oltenſible purpoſes for which it is raiſed, would 
itually lighten their own burdens in proportion 
s they increaſe ours. We ſaw the miſery to 
rhich ſuch defpotiſm would reduce us. We, for 
ten years, inceſſantly and ineffeQually, beſieged 


1 

be throne as ſupplicants; we reaſoned, we re- 
| i nonſtrated with parliament in the moſt mild and 
Lecent language. | 

d 

7 AvpuixISTRATIOx, ſenſible that we ſhould re- 
c 


ard theſe oppreſſive meaſures as freemen ought 
o do, ſent over fleets and armies to enforce 
em. The indignation of the Americans was 
at BY ouſed, it is true; but it was the indignation of 
m : virtuous, loyal, and affectionate people. A 
r- ongreſs of delegates from the United Colonies 
0- ass aſſembled at Philadelphia, on the fifth day 
a- BY" laſt September. We reſolved again to offer 
Ng a bumble and dutiful petition to the King, and 
nd Ido addreſſed our fellow. ſubjects of Great-Bri- 

ein. We have purſued every temperate, every 
eſpectful meaſure z we have even proceeded to 


vr break 


— 
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6 
break off our commercial intercourſe with our 


fellow - ſubjects, as the laſt peaceable admonition, th 
that our attachment to no nation upon earth la 
ſhould ſupplant our attachment to liberty. This, in 
we flattered ourſelves, was the ultimate ſtep of 
the controverſy: but ſubſequent events have 
ſhewn, how vain was this hope of finding mode. an. 
ration in our enemies. = di 
| ani 
SEVERAL threatening expreſſions againſt the to 
colonies were inſerted in his majeſty's ſpeech; MI wh 
our petition, though we were told it was a de- ll rag 
cent one, and that his majeſty had been pleaſed inte 
to receive it graciouſly, and to promiſe laying it and 
before his parliament, was huddled into both Par 
houſes among a bundle of American papers, and 1 cula 
there neglected. The lords and commons in IM ton 
their addreſs, in the month of February, faid, colo 
© that a rebellion at that time actually exiſted PM hoy 
within the province of Maſſachuſetts-Bay; and us, 
„that thoſe concerned in it had been counte- BY tun: 
© nanced and encouraged by unlawful combina- BY he | 
tions and engagements, entered into by bis BY (rat 


* majeſty's ſubjeQs in ſeveral of the other colo- own 


© nies; and therefore they beſought his majelty, ¶ more 
© that he would take the moſt effeQual meaſures BY tated 
© to enforce due obedience to the laws and au- In o 
« thority of the ſupreme legiſlature.” Soon after tg de 
the commercial intercourſe of whole colonies, 

with foreign countries, and with each other, Was, $ 
cut off by an act of parliament; by another, ſe inp, 


veral of them were entirely prohibited from the 
fiſheries 


1 


fiſheries in the ſeas near their coaſts, on which 
they always depended for their ſuſtenance; and 
large reinforcements of ſhips and troops were 
immediately ſent over to general Gage. 
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FrUITLESss were all the entreaties, arguments, 
and eloquence of an illuſtrious band of the moſt 
diſtinguiſhed peers and commoners, who nobly 
and ſtrenuouſly aſſerted the juſtice of our caule, 
to ſtay, or even to mitigate the heedleſs fury with 
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; which theſe accumulated and unexampled out- 
- MW rages were hurried on. Equally fruitleſs was the 
d Ml interference of the city of London, of Briſtol, 
it and many other reſpectable towns, in our favour. 
th 1 Parliament adopted an inſidious manceuvre, cal- 
id 1 culated to divide us, to eſtabliſh a perpetual auc- 
in W tion of taxations where colony ſhould bid againſt 
id, colony, all of them uninformed what ranſom 
cl 2 ſhould redeem their lives; and thus to extort from 


us, at the point of the bayonet, the unknown 
ſums that ſhould be ſufficient to gratify, if poſſi- 
ble to gratify, miniſterial rapacity, with the mi- 
lerable indulgence left to us of raiſing, in our 
own mode, the preſcribed tribute. What terms 
more rigid and humiliating could have been dic- 
tated by remorſeleſs victors to conquered enemies? 
In our circumſtances to accept them, would be 
to deſerve them. 


Soon after the intelligence of theſe proceed— 
ings arrived on this continent, gencral Gage, 
who, in the courſe of the laſt year, had taken 

3 F poſſeſſion 


| 
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poſſeſſion of the town of Boſton, in the province 
of Maſſachuſetts-Bay, and ſtill occupied it as a 


garriſon, on the 19th day of April, ſent out from 


that place a large detachment of his army, who 
made an unprovoked aſſault on the inhabitants 
of the ſaid province, at the town of Lexington, 
as appears by the affidavits of a great number of 
perſons, ſome of whom were officers and ſoldiers 
of that detachment, murdered eight of the in- 
habitants, and wounded many others. From 
thence the troops proceeded in warlike array to 


the town of Concord, where they fet upon ano- 
ther party of the inhabitants of the ſame province, 
killing ſeveral and wounding more, until com- 
pelled to retreat by the country people ſuddenly i 
aſſembled to repel this cruel aggreſſion. Hoſtili- 
ties, thus commenced by the Britiſh troops, have 
been ſince proſecuted by them without regard to 
faith or reputation. The inhabitants of Boſton 


being confined within that town by 'the general, 


their governor, and having, in order to procure | 
their diſmiſſion, entered into a treaty with him, 
it was ſtipulated, that the ſaid inhabitants having 
depoſited their arms with their own magiſtrates, 1 
ſhould have liberty to depart, taking with them 


their other effects. They accordingly delivered 


up their arms, but in open violation of honour, 4 


in defiance of the obligation of treaties, which 


even ſavage nations eſteemed ſacred, the gover- | 


; 


nor ordered the arms depoſited as aforeſaid, that 
they might be preſerved for their owners, to be 


ſeized by a body of ſoldiers; detained the greateſt 


part 


r e 
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part of the inhabitants in the town, and compel- 
led the few who were permitted to retire, to leave 
their moſt valuable effects behind. 


By this perfidy, wives are ſeparated from their 
huſbands, children from their parents, the aged 
and the fick from their relations and friends, who 
wiſh to attend and comfort them ; and thoſe who 
have been uſed to live in plenty and even ele- 
gance, are reduced to deplorable diſtreſs. 


TRE general, further emulating his miniſterial 
maſters, by a proclamation bearing date on the 
12th day of June, after venting the groſſeſt falſe- 
hoods and calumnies againſt the good people of 
theſe colonies, proceeds to © declare them all, 
either by name or deſcription, to be rebels and 
traitors, to ſuperſede the courſe of the common 
law, and inſtead thereof to publiſh and order 
the uſe and exerciſe of the law martial.“ His 
troops have butchered our countrymen, have 
wantonly burnt Charleſton, beſides a conſiderable 
number of houſes in other places; our ſhips and 
veſſels are ſeized; the neceſſary ſupplies of pro- 


viſions are intercepted, and he is exerting his 


utmoſt power to ſpread deſtruction and devaſta- 
tion around him. 


Wr have received certain intelligence, that 
general Carleton, the governor of Canada, is 
nſtigating the people of that province, and the 
Indians, to fall upon us; and we have but too 
much 


| 


(ao 


much reaſon to apprehend, that ſchemes have 
been formed to excite domeſtick enemies againſt 
us. In brief, a part of theſe colonies now feel, 
and all of them are ſure of feeling, as far as the 
vengeance of adminiſtration can inflict them, the 
complicated calamities of fire, ſword and famine, 
We are reduced to the alternative of chooſing 
an unconditional ſubmiſſion to the tyranny of ir. 
ritated miniſters, or reſiſtance by force. The 
latter is our choice. We have counted the coſt 
of this conteſt, and find nothing fo dreadful as 
voluntary ſlavery. Honour, juſtice and huma- 
nity, forbid us tamely to ſurrender that freedom 
which we received from our gallant anceſtors, 
and which our innocent poſterity have a right 
to receive from us. We cannot endure the in- 


famy and guilt of reſigning ſucceeding genera- 


tions to that wretchedneſs which inevitably awaits 
them, if we baſely entail hereditary bondage 
upon them. 


Our cauſe is juſt. Our union is perfect. Our 
internal reſources are great, and, if neceſſary, 
foreign aſſiſtance is undoubtedly attainable. We 
gratefully acknowledge, as ſignal inſtances of the 
Divine Favour towards us, that his Providence 
would not permit us to be called into this ſevere 
controverſy, until we. were grown up to our 
preſent ſtrength, had been previouſly exerciſed 
in warlike operation, and poſſeſſed of the means 
of defending ourſelves. With hearts fortified 
with theſe animating refleQions, we moſt ſolemn- 


ly, © 
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ly, before Gop and the world, DpECLARE, that, 


exerting the utmoſt energy of thoſe powers, 
which our beneficent Creator hath graciouſly be- 


ſtowed upon us, the arms we have been compel- 
led by our enemies to aſſume, we will, in defi- 
ance of every hazard, with unabating firmneſs 
and perſeverance, employ for the preſervation of 


our liberties ; being with one mind reſolved to 
die freemen rather than to live ſlaves. 


LEsT this declaration ſhould diſquiet the minds 
of our friends and fellow-ſubjeas in any part of 
the empire, we aflure them that we mean not to 
diſſolve that union which has ſo long and ſo hap- 
pily ſubſiſted between us, and which we fincere- 
ly wiſh to ſee reſtored. Neceſſity has not yet 
driven us into that deſperate meaſure, or induced 
us to excite any other nation to war againſt them. 
We have not raiſed armies with ambitious deſigns 
of ſeparating from Great-Britain, and eſtabliſh- 
ing independent ſtates. We fight not for glory 
or for conqueſt. We exhibit to mankind the 
remarkable ſpeQacle of a people attacked by un- 
provoked enemies, without any imputation or 
even ſuſpicion of offence. They boaſt of their 
privileges and civilization, and yet profter no 
milder conditions than ſervitude or death, 


In our own native land, in defence of the 
freedom that is our birth-right, and which we 
ever enjoyed till the late violation of it—tor the 


protection of our r property acquired ſolely by the 


honeſt 
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honeſt induſtry of our fore-fathers and ourſelves, 
againſt violence actually offered, we have taken 
up arms. We ſhall lay them down when hoſtili. 
ties ſhall ceaſe on the part of the aggreſſors, and 7 
all danger of their being renewed ſhall be re. 
moved, and not betore. 


Wir an humble confidence in the mercies of 
. the ſupreme and impartial Judge and Ruler of 
the univerſe, we moſt devoutly implore his Di- 
vine Goodneſs to protect us happily through this 
great conflict, to diſpoſe our adverſaries to recon- 
ciliation on reaſonable terms, and thereby to 
relieve the empire from the calamities of civil 
war. 


NOTES 
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NOTE XXVII. PAE 183. 


The manifeſto and declaration of the earl of Car- 
lifle, fir Henry Clinton and William Eden, pub- 
liſhed on the third day of October, 1778. 


— by 


—_— = SECT — 


To the members of the Congreſs, the members of the 
general aſſemblies or conventions of the ſeveral 
colonies, plantations and provinces of New-Hamp- 
ſhire, Maſſachuſeits-Bay, Rhode-I/land, Connec- 
ticut, New-York, New- Jerſey, Pennſylvania, the 
Three Lower Counties on Delaware, Maryland, 
Virginia, North-Carolina, South-Carolina and 
Georgia, and all others, free inhabitants of the 
ſaid colonies, of every rank and denomination. 


— 8 


— 


— 
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By the earl of Carliſle, fir Henry Clinton and Mil- 
liam Eden, eſquire, commiſſioners appointed by 
his majeſty in purſuance of an act of parliament, 
made and paſſed in the eighteenth year of his ma- 
ſeſty's reign, to enable his majeſty to appoint com- 

miſſioners to treat, conſult, and agree upon the 
means of quieting the diſorders now ſubſiſting in 
certain of the colonies, plantations, and provinces 
in North- America. 


T AVING amply and repeatedly made known 
to the Congrels, and having alto proclaimed 

to the inhabitants of North-America in general, 
the benevolent overtures of Great-Britain towards 
u re-union and coalition with her colonics, we do 
not think it conſiſtent either with the duty we 
owe [| 
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owe to our country, or with a juſt regard to the 
characters we bear, to perſiſt in holding out of. 
fers, which, in our eſtimation, required only to 
be known to be moſt gratefully accepted ; and 
we have accordingly, excepting only the com- 
mander in chief, who will be detained by military 
duties, reſolved to return to England a few weeks 
after the date of this manifeſto and proclamation, 


PREVIOus, however, to this deciſive ſtep, we 
are led, by a juſt anxiety for the great objects of 
our miſſion, to enlarge on ſome points which may 
not have been ſufficiently underſtood, to recapi- 
tulate to our fellow. ſubjects the bleſſings which 
we are empowered to confer, and to warn them 
of the continued train of evils to which they are 
at preſent blindly and obſtinately expoſing them- } 
ſelves. 


To the members of the Congreſs, then, we | 
again declare, that we are ready to concur in all 
ſatisfactory and juſt arrangements for ſecuring to 
them and their reſpective conſtituents, the re- 
eſtabliſhment of peace, with the exemption from 
any impoſition of taxes by the parliament of 
Great-Britain, and the irrevocable enjoyment of 
every privilege conſiſtent with that union of in- 
tereſts and force on which our mutual proſperity | 
and the ſafety of our common religion and liberty | 
depend. We again aſſert, that the members of 
the Congreſs were not authorized by their conſti- 


tution either to reje& our offers without the pre- 
vious! 


„„ 


vious conſideration and conſent of the ſeveral 
aſſemblies and conventions, their conſtituents, or 
to refer us to pretended foreign treaties, which 
they know are deluſively framed in the firſt in- 
ſtance, and which have never yet been ratified 
by the people of this continent. And we once 
more remind the members of the Congreſs, that 


world, and to Gop, for the continuance of this 
war, and for all the miſeries with which it muſt 
be attended. 


To the general aſſemblies and conventions of 
the different colonies, plantations and provinces 
above-mentioned, we now ſeparately make the 
offers which we originally tranſmitted to the Con- 
greſs; and we hereby call upon and urge them 
to meet expreſsly for the purpoſe of conſidering 
whether every motive, political as well as moral, 
ſhould not decide their reſolution to embrace the 
occaſion of cementing a free and firm coalition 
with Great-Britain. It has not been, nor 1s it, 
our wiſh, to ſeek the objects, which we are com- 
miſſioned to purſue, by fomenting popular diviſi- 
ons and partial cabals; we think ſuch conduct 
would be ill ſuited to the generous nature of the 
offers made, and unbecoming the dignity of the 
King and the ſtate which makes them. Bur it is 
both our wiſh and our duty to encourage and 
ſupport any men or bodies of men in their return 
ot loyalty to our ſovereign and of affection to 
our tellow-ſubjeQs, 
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they are reſponſible to their countrymen, to the 
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To all others, free inhabitants of this once 
happy empire, we alſo addreſs ourſelves. Such 
of them as are aQually in arms, of whatſoever 
rank or deſcription, will do well to recollect, that 
the grievances, whether real or ſuppoſed, which 
led them into this rebellion, have been for-ever 
removed, and that the juſt occaſion is arrived for 
their returning to the claſs of peaceful citizens, 


But if the honours of a military life are become 


their object, let them ſeck thoſe honours under 
the banners of their rightful ſovereign, and in 
fighting the battles of the united Britiſh empire 
| againſt our late mutual and natural enemy. 


To thoſe whoſe profeſſion it is to exerciſe the | 
functions of religion on this continent, it cannot 
ſurely be unknown, that the foreign power with 


which the Congreſs is endeavouring to connec 


them, has ever been averſe to toleration, and 
inveterately oppoſed to the intereſts and freedom 
of the places of worſhip which they ſerve; and 
that Great-Britain, from whom they are for the 
preſent ſeparated, muſt, both from the principles 
of her conſtitution and of proteſtantiſm, be at 
all times the beſt guardian of religious liberty, | 


and moſt diſpoſed to promote and extend it. 


To all thoſe who can eſtimate the bleſſings of 
peace, and its influence over agriculture, arts and | 
commerce, who can feel a due anxiety for the | 
education and eſtabliſhment of their children, or 


who can place a juſt value on domeſtick ſecurity, 
WC 1 


the 


it, | 


( 


we think it ſufficient to obſerve, that they are 
made by their leaders to continue involved in all 
the calamities of war, without having either a 
juſt object to purſue, or a ſubſiſting grievance 
which may not inſtantly be redreſſed. 


Bur if there be any perſons who, diveſted of 
miſtaken reſentments, and uninfluenced by ſelfiſh 
intereſts, really think that it is for the benefit of 
the colonies to ſeparate themſelves from Great- 
Britain, and that ſo ſeparated, they will find a 


conſtitution more mild, more free, and better 


calculated for their proſperity than that which 
they heretofore enjoyed, and which we are em- 
powered and diſpoſed to renew and improve, with 
ſuch perſons we will not diſpute a poſition which 
ſeems to be ſufficiently contradicted by the expe- 
rience they have had. But we think it right to 
leave them fully aware of the change which the 
maintaining ſuch a poſition muſt make in the 
whole nature and future conduct of this war; 
more eſpecially when to this poſition is added the 
pretended alliance with the court of France.— 
The policy, as well as the benevolence of Great- 


Britain, have thus far checked the extremes of 


war, when they tended to diſtreſs a people {till 
conſidered as our fellow. ſubjects, and to deſolate 
a country ſhortly to become a ſource of mutual 
advantage: but when that country profeſſes the 


unnatural deſign not only of eſtranging herſelf 


irom us, but of mortgaging herſelf and her re- 
lources to our enemies, the whole conteſt is 
changed ; 
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changed ; and the queſtion is, how far Great. 
Britain may, by every means in her power, de- 
ſtroy or render uſeleſs a connection contrived for 
her ruin, and for the aggrandizement of France. 
Under ſuch circumſtances the laws of ſelf. pre- 
ſervation muſt direct the conduct of Great-Bri. 
tain; and if the Britiſh colonies are to become 
an acceſſion to France, will direct her to render 
that acceſſion of as little avail as poſſible to her 
enemy. 


Ir, however, there are any who think, that, 
notwithſtanding theſe reaſonings, the independ. 
ence of the colonies will, in the reſult, be ac- 
knowledged by Great-Britain ; to them we an- 
ſwer without reſerve, that we neither poſſeſs or 
expect powers for that purpoſe ; and that, if 
Great-Britain could ever have ſunk ſo low as to 
adopt ſuch a meaſure, we ſhould not have thought 
ourſelves compellable to be the inſtruments in 
making a conceſſion, which would, in our opi- 
nion, be calamitous to the colonies, for whom it 
is made, and diſgraceful as well as calamitous, 
to the country from which it is required. And 
we think proper to declare, that in this ſpirit anc 
ſentiment we have regularly written from this 
continent to Great-Britain. 


IT will now become the colonies in general to 
call to mind their own ſolemn appeals to Heaven 
in the beginning of this conteſt ; that they took 


arms only for the redreſs of grievances ; and that 
it 
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it would be their wiſh, as well as their intereſt, 
to remain for- ever connected with Great-Britain. 
We again aſk them, whether all their grievances, 
real or ſuppoſed, have not been amply and fully 
redrefled ? and we inſiſt, that the offers we have 
made, leave nothing to be wiſhed, in point either 
ol immediate liberty or permanent ſecurity : if 
thoſe offers are now rejected, we withdraw from 
the exerciſe of a commiſſion with which we have 
in vain been honoured ; the ſame liberality will 
no longer be due from Great-Britain, nor can it 
either in juſtice or policy be expected from her. 
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Ix fine, and for the fuller manifeſtation as well 
of the diſpoſition we bear, as of the gracious 
and generous purpoſes of the commiſhon under 
which we act, we hereby declare, that whereas 
his majeſty, in purſuance of an act, made. and 
paſſed in the eighteenth ſeſſion of parliament, 
entitled, An act to enable his majeſty to ap- 
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ons to any number or deſcription of perſons 
| within the colonies, plantations and provinces 
ok New-Hampſhire, Maſſachuſetts-Bay, Rhode— 
ven land, Connecticut, New-York, New. Jerſcy, 


pi- point commiſſioners with ſufficient powers to 
it treat, conſult and agree upon the means of 
us, I quieting the diſorders now ſubſiſting in certain 
nd of the colonies, plantations and provinces of 
nd North-America,“ having been pleaſed to autho- 
his ze and empower us to grant a pardon or par- 
1 
| 


ook FJ Pennſylvania, the Three Lower Counties on De— 
that | aware, Maryland, Virginia, North-Carolina, 
ijt 


South. Carolina, Y 
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South- Carolina and Georgia: and whereas the 
good effects of the ſaid authorities and powers 


Es 


towards the people at large, would have long f p 
ſince taken place, if a due uſe had been made pt 
of our firſt communications and overtures, and M { 
have thus far been fruſtrated only by the precipi- he 
tate reſolution of the members of the Congreſs Þ pa 
not to treat with us, and by their declining to th 
conſult with their conſtituents: we now in mak- 1 nu 
ing our appeal to thoſe conſtituents, and to the da 
free inhabitants of this continent in general, have un 
determined to give to them what in our opinion me 
ſhould have been the firſt object of thoſe who ſtr 
appeared to have taken the management of their of 
intereſts, and adopt this mode of carrying the pla 
faid authorities and powers into execution. We 
accordingly hereby grant and proclaim a pardon : F 


1 or pardons of all and all manner of treaſons or not 
| miſpriſions of treaſons, by any perſon or perſons, con 
or by any number or deſcription of perſons with- 3 _ 
J in the ſaid colonies, plantations or provinces, I ing 

counſelled, commanded, acted or done on or be- FI , 1 
fore the date of this manifeſto and proclamation. 


Anp we further declare and proclaim, that if I par: 
any perſon or perſons, or any number or deſcrip-F revi 
tion of perſons within the ſaid colonies, planta- 

tions and provinces, now actually ſerving either 
in a civil or military capacity in this rebellion, 
ſhall, at any time during the continuance of this? 
manifeſto and proclamation, withdraw himſelf or J f 
themſclves from ſuch civil or military ſervice, and 


ſhall 
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ſhall continue thenceforth peaceably as a good 
and faithful ſubje& or ſubjects to his majeſty, to 
demean himſelf or themſelves, ſuch perſon or 
perſons, or ſuch number and deſcription of per- 
ſons, ſhall become and be fully entitled to, and 
hereby obtain all the benefits of, the pardon or 
pardons hereby granted; excepting only from 
the ſaid pardon or pardons every perſon, and every 
number or deſcription of perſons, who, after the 
date of this manifeſto and proclamation, ſhall, 
under the pretext of authority, as judges, jury- 
men, miniſters, or officers of civil juſtice, be in- 
ſtrumental in executing and putting to death any 
of his majeſty's ſubje&s within the ſaid colonies, 
plantations and provinces. 


ANp we think proper further to declare, that 
nothing herein contained is meant, or ſhall be 
conſtrued, to ſet at liberty any perſon or perſons 
now being a priſoner or priſoners, or who, dur. 
ing the continuance of this rebellion, ſhall become 
a priſoner or priſoners, 


ANp we offer to the colonies at large, or ſe- 
parately, a general or ſeparate peace, with the 
revival of their ancient governments ſecured 
againſt any future infringements, and protected 
for ever from taxation by Great-Britain. And, 
with reſpect to ſuch further regulations, whether 
civil, military or commercial, as they may wiſh 
to be framed and cſtabliſhed, we promiſe all the 

| concurrence 
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for the further ſecurity in times to come of the 


1 


concurrence and aſiiſtance that his majeſty's com- 
miſſion authorizes and enables us to give. 


Ap we declare, that this manifeſto and pro. 
clamation ſhall continue and be in force forty 
days from the date thereof, that is to ſay, from 
the third day of October to the eleventh day of 
November, both incluſive. 


AND, in order that the whole contents of this 
manifeſto and proclamation may be more fully | 
known, we ſhall direct copies thereof, both in 
the Engliſh and German language, to be tranſ. 
mitted by flags of truce to the Congreſs, the 
general afſemblics or conventions of the colonies, 
plantations and provinces, and to ſeveral perſons 3 
both in civil and military capacities within the 
ſaid colonies, plantations and provinces. And, 


ſeveral perſons or numbers or deſcriptions of per- 
ſons who are or may be the objects of this mani- 
feſto and proclamation, we have ſet our hands 
and ſeals to thirteen copies thereof, and have 
tranſmitted the ſame to the thirteen colonies, 
plantations and provinces above-mentioned ; and 
we are willing to hope that the whole of this ma- 
nifeſto and proclamation will be fairly and freely 
publiſhed-and circulated for the immediate, ge- 
neral and moſt ſerious conſideration and benefit | 
of all his majeſty's ſubjects on this continent. I }, 
And we carneſtly exhort all perſons who by this 
inſtrument forthwith receive the benefit of the 
King's 
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King's pardon, at the ſame time that they enter- 
tain a becoming ſenſe of thoſe lenient and af— 
fectionate meaſures whereby they are now freed 
from many grievous charges which might have 
riſen in judgment, or have been brought in queſ- 
tion againſt them, to make a wiſe improvement 
of the ſituation in which this manifeſto and pro- 
camation places them, and. not only to recollect, 
that a perſeverance in the preſent rebellion, or any 
adherence to the treaſonable connection attempted 
to be framed with a foreign power, will, after 
the preſent grace extended, be conſidered as 
crimes of the moſt aggravated kind, but to vie 
with each other in eager and cordial endeavours 
to ſecure their own peace, and promote and 
eſtabliſh the proſperity of their countrymen and 
the general weal of the empire. 


AND, purſuant to his majeſty's commiſſion, 
ve hereby require all officers, civil and military, 
and all others his majeſty's loving ſubjets what- 
lever, to be aiding and aſſiſting unto us in the 
execution of this our manifeſto and proclamation, 
ind of all the matters herein contained, 


Given at New-York, this third day of 
October, 1778. 


CARLISLE, * (L. 8.) 
H. CLIN ToN, (L. S.) 
Wu. EDEn, (L. S.) 


By their excellencies command, 
ADaM FERGUSON, ſecretary. 
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NOTE XXVII. PAGE 184. 


By the CONGRESS of the United States of 


America, 
HESE United States having been driven to 2 


; 
hoſtilities by the oppreſſive and tyrannous of 
meaſures of Great-Britain ; having been compel. Ml bee 
led to commit the eſſential rights of man to the WM val 
decifion of arms; and having been at length MN "ill: 
forced to ſhake off a yoke which had grown too MW The 
burdenſome to bear, they declared themſelves ber 
free and independent. WM {vc 
rot 

ConF1DING in the juſtice of their cauſe; con- 
fiding in Him who diſpoſes of human events, F 
although weak and unprovided, they ſet the power unc. 
of their enemies at defiance. © aa; 
with 
In this confidence they have continued througl have 
the various fortune of three bloody campaigns, I deſt: 
unawed by the power, unſubdued by the barba- I relig 
rity of their foes. Their virtuous citizens have J viol: 
borne, without repining, the loſs of many things mad 


which make life deſirable. Their brave troops ing | 
have patiently endured the hardſhips and dangers amc 
of a ſituation, fruitful in both beyond former | have 
example. tue 


Tus Congreſs, conſidering themſelves bound T 
to 


Als 
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to love their enemies, as children of that Being 
who is equally the Father of all; and deſirous, 
ſince they could not prevent, at leaſt to alleviate, 
the calamities of war, have ſtudied to ſpare thoſe 
who were in arms againſt them, and to lighten 
the chains of captivity. 


Tu conduct of thoſe ſerving under the King 
of Great-Britain hath, with ſome few exceptions, 
been diametrically oppoſite. They have laid 
waſte the open country, burned the defenceleſs 
villages, and butchered the citizens of America, 
Their priſons have been the flaughter-houſes of 
her ſoldiers, their ſhips of her ſeamen, and the 
ſevereſt injuries have been aggravated by the 
groſſeſt inſult, 


FoiLED in their vain attempt to ſubjugate the 
unconquerable ſpirit of freedom, they have meanly 
aſailed the repreſentatives of America with bribes, 
with deceit, and the ſervility of adulation. They 
have made a mock of humanity, by the wanton 
deſtruction of men: they have made a mock of 
religion, by impious appeals to Gop whilſt in the 
violation of his ſacred commands: they have 
made a mock even of reaſon itſelf, by endeavours- 
ing to prove, that the liberty and happineſs of 
America could ſafely be entruſted to thoſe who 
have ſold their own, unawed by the ſenſe of vir- 
tue or of ſhame. 


TREATED With the contempt which ſuch con- 
duct 


by 
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duct deſerved, they have applied to individuals; 
they have ſolicited them to break the bonds of 
allegiance, and imbrue their ſouls with the blackeſt 
of crimes ; but, fearing that none could be found 
through theſe United States equal to the wicked. 
neſs of their purpoſe, to influence weak minds, 
they have threatened more wide devaſtation. 


WHILE the ſhadow of hope remained, that 
our enemies could be taught by our example to 
reſpect thoſe laws which are held ſacred among 
civilized nations, and to comply with the diQates 
of a religion which they pretend in common with 


be Fo ne” ag *. 


us to believe and to revere, they have been left | 
to the influence of that religion and that exam- | 


ple. But ſince their incorrigible diſpoſitions can- 9 


not be touched by kindneſs and compaſſion, it 
becomes our duty by other means to vindicate 


the rights of humanity. 


WE, therefore, the Congreſs of the United 
States of America, do ſolemnly declare and pro- 
claim, that if our enemies preſume to execute 
their threats, or perſiſt in their preſent carcer of 
barbarity, we will take ſuch exemplary vengeance 
as ſhall deter others from a like conduct. We 
appeal to that Gop who ſearcheth the hearts of 
men, for the rectitude of our intentions; and in 
His holy preſence we declare, that as we are not 
moved by any light and haſty ſuggeſtions of an- 


ger and revenge, ſo through every poſſible change 


of 


ter 
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; of fortune we will adhere to this our determi- 
f Ml. nation. 

t 

a Done in Congreſs, by unanimous con- 

* ſent, the thirtieth day of October, 

, i one thouſand ſeven hundred and 

| ſeventy- eight. 
HENRY LAUuRENs, preſident. 
a | Atteſt, CHARLES TrHomsoN, ſecretary. 
oO 
g | 
n rn Paort 18. 
it A iicles of confederation and perpetual union be- 
5 tween the ſtates of New-Hampſhire, Maſſachu- 
5 | ſetts-Bay, Rhode-Ijland and Providence Planta- 
n f tions, Connecticut, New-York, Ne- Ferſey, Penn- 
* vania, Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North- 
| Carolina, South-Carolina, and Georgia. 

ed | ARTICLE I. HE ſtyle of this confederacy 
10 ſhall be The United States of 
We I America. 

of 
* ARTICLE II. Each ſtate retains its ſovereignty, 
We | | freedom and independence, and every power, 
of juriſdiction and right which is not by this confe- 
Im eeration expreſsly delegated to the United States 
82 | in Congreſs aſſembled. 
inge ARTICLE III. The ſaid ſtates hereby ſeverally en- 

of I ter into a firm league of friendſhip with each other, 


for 


— 


| 
| 
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for their common defence, the ſecurity of their 
liberties, and their mutual and general welfare, 
binding themſelves to aſſiſt each other, againſt all 
force oftered to, or attacks made upon them, or 


any of them, on account of religion, ſovereignty, 


trade, or any other pretence whatever, 


ARTICLE IV. The better to ſecure and perpe. 
tuate mutual friendſhip and intercourſe among 
the people of the different ſtates in this union, 
the tree inhabitants of each of theſe ſtates, pau- 
pers, vagabonds, and fugitives from juſtice ex- 
cepted, ſhall be entitled to all privileges and im- 
munities of free citizens in the ſeveral ſtates; and 
the people of each ſtate ſhall have free ingreſs 
and regreſs to and from any other itate, and ſhall 
enjoy therein all the privileges of trade and com- 


merce, ſubje& to the ſame duties, impoſitions | 


and reſtrictions as the inhabitants thereof reſpec- 
tively, provided that ſuch reſtrictions ſhall not 
extend ſo far as to prevent the removal of pro- 
perty imported into any ſtate, to any other ſtate 


of which the owner is an inhabitant ; provided 


alſo, that no impoſition, duties or reſtriction, 


ſhall be laid by any ſtate on the property of the 


United States, or either of them. 


Ir any perſon guilty of, or charged with, trea- | 
ſon, telony, or other high miſdemeanor in any 
ſtate, ſhall flee from juſtice, and be found in any 
of the United States, he ſhall, upon demand of 


the governor, or executive power of the ſtate 
from 
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from which he fled, be delivered up and removed 
to the ſtate having juriſdiction of his offence. 


FuLL faith and credit ſhall be given in each of 
theſe ſtates to the records, acts, and judicial pro- 
ceedings of the courts and magiſtrates of every 
other ſtate. 


ARTICLE V. For the more convenient ma- 
nagement of the general intereſts of the United 
States, delegates ſhall be annually appointed in 
ſuch manner as the legiſlature of each ſtate ſhall 
dire&, to meet in Congreſs on the firſt Monday 
in November, in every year, with a power re- 
ſerved to each ſtate, to recall its delegates, or 
any of them, at any time within the year, and 
to ſend others in their ſtead, for the remainder 
of the year. 


No ſtate ſhall be repreſented in Congreſs by 
leſs than two, nor more than ſeven members; 
and no perſon ſhall be capable of being a dele- 
gate for. more than three years, in any term of 
fix years; nor ſhall any perſon, being a delegate, 
be capable of holding any office under the United 
States, for which he, or any other for his bene- 
fit, receives any ſalary, fecs, or emolument of 


any kind. 


Eacn ſlate ſhall maintain its own delegates in 
a meeting of the ſtates, and while they act as 
members of the committee of the ſtates. 


IN 
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In determining queſtions in the United States 
in Congreſs aſſembled, each ſtate ſhall have one 
vote. 


FREEDOM of ſpeech and debate in Congreſs 


ſhall not be imp-ached or queſtioned in any court, 


or place out of Congreſs, and the members of 
Congrels ſhall be protected in their perſons from 
arreſts and impriſonments, during the time of 
their going to and from, and attendance on Con- 
greſs, except for treaſon, felony, or breach of 
the peace. 


ARTICLE VI. No ſtate, without the conſent 


of the United States in Congreſs aſſembled, ſhall 
ſend any embaſly to, or receive any embaſly from, 
or enter into any conference, agreement, alli- 
ance, or treaty with any King, prince or ſtate; 


nor ſhall any perſon, holding any office of profit 


or truſt under the United States, or any of them, 
accept of any preſent, emolument, office, or title 
of any kind whatever from any king, prince or 
foreign ſtate ; nor ſhall the United States in Con- 
greſs aembled, or any of them, * any title 
of nobility. 


No two or more ſtates ſhall enter into any 


treaty, confederation, or alliance whatever be- 


tween them, without the conſent of the United 


States in Congreſs aſſembled, ſpecifying accu- 


rately the purpoſes for which the ſame is to be 
entered into, and how long it ſhall continue. 


No 


Y 
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No ſtate ſhall lay any impoſts or duties, which 
may interfere with any ſtipulations in treaties, 
entered into by the United States in Congreſs 
aſſembled, with any king, prince or ſtate, in 
purſuance of any treaties already propoſed by 
Congrels, to the courts of France and 5pain. 


No veſſels of war ſhall be kept up in time of 
peace by wy ſtate, except ſuch number only as 
ſhall be d-<med neceſſary by the United States 
in Congreis aſſembled, for the defence of ſuch 
ſlate, or its trade; nor ſhall any body of forces 
be kept up by any ſtate in time of peace, except 
ſuch number only, as in the judgment of the 
United States in Congreſs aſſembled, ſhall be 
deemed requiſite to garriſon the forts neceſſary 
for the defence of ſuch ſtate; but every ſtate 
ſhall always keep up a well-regulated and diſci- 
plined militia, ſufficiently armed and accoutred, 
and ſhall provide and conſtantly have ready tor 
uſe, in publick ſtores, a due number of field- 
pieces and tents, and a proper quantity of arms, 
ammunition, and camp equipage. 


No ſtate ſhall engage in any war without the 
conſent of the United States in Congrels aflem- 
bled, unleſs ſuch ſtate be actually invaded by 
enemies, or ſhall have received certain advice of 
a reſolution being formed by ſome nation of In- 
dians to invade ſuch ſtate, and the danger is ſo 
imminent as not to admit of a delay, till the 
United States in Congrels aſſembled can be con- 
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ſulted: nor ſhall any ſtate grant commiſſions to 
any ſhips or veſſels of war, nor letters of marque 
or repriſal, except it be after a declaration of war 
by the United States in Congreſs aſſembled, and 
then only againſt the kingdom or ſtate and the 
ſubjects thereof, againſt which war has been ſo 
declared, and under ſuch regulations as ſhall be 
eſtabliſhed by the United States in Congreſs af. 
ſembled, unleſs ſuch ſtate be infeſted by pirates, 
in which caſe veſſels of war may be fitted out for 
that occaſion, and kept ſo long as the danger 
ſhall continue, or until the United States in Con- 
greſs aſſembled ſhall determine otherwiſe. 


ARTICLE VII. When land-forces are raiſed by 


any ſtate for the common defence, all officers of, 
or under the rank of colonel, ſhall be appointed 
by the legiſlature of each ſtate reſpectively, by Rl 
whom ſuch forces ſhall be raiſed, or in ſuch | 


manner as ſuch itate ſhall direQ, and all vacan- 


cies ſhall be filled up by the ſtate which firſt made 


the 3 


ARTICLE VIII. All charges of war, and all | 


other expences that ſhall be incurred for the 
common defence or general welfare, and allowed 
by the United States in Congreſs aſſembled, ſhall 
be defrayed out of a common treaſury, which 
ſhall be ſupplied by the ſeveral ſtates, in propor- 
tion to the value of all land within each ſtate, 
granted to or ſurveyed for any perſon, as ſuch 


land and the buildings and improvements ones 
ſha 
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ſhall be eſtimated, according to ſuch mode as 
the United States in Congreſs afſembled ſhall 
from time to time direct and appoint. The taxes 
for paying that proportion ſhall be laid and levied 
by the authority and direction of the legiſlatures 
of the ſeveral ſtates within the time agreed upon 
by the United States in Congreſs aſſembled. 


ARTICLE IX. The United States in Congreſs 
aſſembled ſhall have the ſole and exclufive right 
and power of determining on peace and war, ex- 
cept in the caſes mentioned in the ſixth Article; 
of ſending and receiving ambaſſadors; entering 
into treaties and alliances, provided that no treaty 
of commerce ſhall be made, whereby the legiſla- 
ive power of the reſpective ſtates ſhall be re- 
ſtrained from impoſing ſuch impoſts and daties 
on foreigners, as their own people are ſubjected 
to, or from prohibiting the exportation or im- 
portation of any ſpecies of goods or commodities 
whatſoever ; of eſtabliſhing rules for deciding in 
all caſes, what captures on land or water ſhall be 
legal, and in what manner prizes taken by land 
or naval forces in the ſervice of the United States 
hall be divided or appropriated ; of granting 
letters of marque and repriſal in times of peace; 
appointing courts for the trial of piracies and fe- 
'onies committed on the high ſeas, and eſtabliſh- 
ing courts for receiving aud determining finally 
appeals in all cafes of captures, provided that no 
member of Congrels ſhall be appointed a judge 
ok any of the ſaid courts, 
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THz United States in Congreſs aflembled ſhall 
alſo be the laſt reſort on appeal in all diſputes and 
differences now ſubſiſting, or that hereafter may 
ariſe between two or more ſtates concerning 
boundary, juriſdiction, or any other cauſe what. 
ever; which authority ſhall always be exerciſed 
in the manner following : whenever the legiſlative 
or executive authority or lawful agent of any 
ſtate in controverſy with another, ſhall preſent a 
petition to Congrels, ſtating the matter in queſ. 
tion, and praying for a hearing, notice thereof 
ſhall be given by order of Congreſs to the legiſla- 
tive or executive authority of the other ſtate in 


_ controverſy, and a day aſſigned for the appearance 


of the parties by their lawful agents, who ſhall 


then be directed to appoint by joint conſent, com- 


miſhoners or judges to conſtitute a court for hear- 
ing and determining the matter in queſtion; but 
if they cannot agree, Congreſs ſhall name three 
perſons out of each of the United States, and 
from the liſt of ſuch perſons each party ſhall al- 
ternately ſtrike out one, the petitioners begin- 
ning, until the number ſhall be reduced to thir- 
teen; and from that number not leſs than ſeven, 
nor more than nine names, as Congreſs ſhall di- 
rect, ſhall, in the preſence of Congreſs, be drawn 
out by lot; and the perſons whole names ſhall 
be ſo drawn, or any five of them, ſhall be com- 
miſhoners or judges, to hear and finally deter- 
mine the controverſy, ſo always as a major part 
of the judges, who ſhall hear the cauſe, ſhall 


agree | 
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agree in the determination: and if either party 
ſhall neglect to attend at the day appointed, with- 
out ſhewing reaſons which Congreſs ſhall judge 
ſufficient, or being preſent ſhall refuſe to ſtrike, 
the Congreſs ſhall proceed to nominate three per- 
ſons out of each ſtate, and the ſecretary of Con- 
greſs ſhall ſtrike in behalf of ſuch party abſent 
or refuſing ; and the judgment and ſentence of 
the court to be appointed, in the manner before 
preſcribed, ſhall be final and concluſive ; and if 
any of the parties ſhall refuſe to ſubmit to the 
authority of ſuch court, or to appear or defend 
their claim or cauſe, the court ſhall, nevertheleſs, 
proceed to pronounce ſentence, or judgment, 
which ſhall, in like manner, be final and deci- 
ive; the judgment or ſentence, and other pro- 
ceedings, being in either caſe tranſmitted to Con- 
greſs, and lodged among the acts of Congreſs, 
tor the ſecurity of the parties concerned: pro- 
vided, that every commiſſioner, before he fits in 
judgment, ſhall take an oath, to be adminiſtered 
by one of the judges of the ſupreme or ſuperior 
court of the ſtate, where the cauſe ſhall be tried, 
© well and truly to hear and determine the mat- 
ter in queſtion, according to the beſt of his 
judgment, without favour, affection, or hope 
* of reward ;* provided alſo, that no ſtate ſhall 


be deprived of territory, for the benefit of the 
United States. 


ALL controverſies concerning the private right 
of ſoil claimed under different grants of two or 
more 
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more ſtates, whoſe juriſdictions as they may re- 
ſpect ſuch lands, and the ſtates which paſſed ſuch 
grants are adjuſted, the ſaid grants or either of 
them being at the ſame time claimed to have 
originated antecedent to ſuch ſettlement of juriſ- 
diction, ſhall, on the petition of either party to 
the Congreſs of the United States, be finally 
determined, as near as may be, in the ſame man. 
ner as is before preſcribed for deciding diſputes 
reſpeQing territorial juriſdiction between different 
ſtates. 


Tas United States in Congreſs aſſembled ſhall 
alſo have the fole and excluſive right and power 
of regulating the alloy and value of coin ſtruck 
by their own authority, or by that of the reſpec- 
tive ſtates ; fixing the ſtandard of weights and 
meaſures throughout the United States; regu- 
lating the trade, and managing all affairs with 
the Indians, not members of any of the ſtates, 
provided that the legiſlative right of any tate 
within its own limits be not infringed or violated; 
eſtabliſhing and regulating poſt- offices from one 
ſtate to another, throughout all the United States, 
and exaQing ſuch poſtage on the papers paſſing 
through the ſame, as may be requiſite to defray 
the expences of the ſaid office; appointing all 
officers of the land- forces, in the ſervice of the 
United States, excepting regimental officers ; ap- 
pointing all the officers of the naval-forces, and 
commiſſioning all officers whatever in the ſervice 
of the United States; making rules for the go- 


vernment 
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vernment and regulation of the ſaid land and 
naval - forces, and directing their operations. 


Tun United States in Congreſs aſſembled ſhall 
have authority to appoint a committee, to fit in 
the receſs of Congreſs, to be denominated * A 
Committee of the States, and to conſiſt of one 
delegate from each ſtate; and to appoint ſuch 
other committees and civil officers as may be ne- 
ceſſary for managing the general affairs of the 
United States under their direction; to appoint 
one of their number to preſide, provided that no 
perſon be allowed to ſerve in the office of preſi- 


dent more than one year in any term of three 
years; to aſcertain the neceſſary ſums of money 


to be raiſed for the ſervice of the United States, 
and to appropriate and apply the ſame for defray- 
ing the publick expences; to borrow money or 
emit bills on the credit of the United States, 
trantmitting every half year to the reſpective 
ſtates, an account of the ſums of money ſo bor. 
rowed or emitted; to build and equip a navy; 
to agree upon the number of land-torces, and 
to make requiſitions from each {tate for its quota, 
in proportion to the number of white inhabitants 
in ſuch ſtate, which requiſition ſhall be binding, 
and thereupon the legiſlature of each ſtate ſhall 
appoint the regimental othcers, raile the men, and 
clothe, arm, and equip them in a foldier-like man- 
ner, at the expence of the United States, and the 
* and men ſo clothed, armed and equipped, 
mall march to the place appointed, and within the 
ume 
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time agreed on by the United States in Congrefs 
aſſembled ; but if the United States in Congreſs 
aſſembled ſhall, on conſideration of circumſtances, 
judge proper that any ſtate ſhould not raiſe men, 
or ſhould raiſe a ſmaller number than its quota, 


and that any other ſtate ſhould raiſe a greater 


number of men than the quota thereof, ſuch 
extra number ſhall be raiſed, officered, clothed, 
armed, and equipped in the ſame manner as the 
quota of ſuch ſtate, unleſs the legiſlature of ſuch 
ſtate ſhall judge that ſuch extra number cannot 
be ſafely ſpared out of the ſame, in which caſe 
they ſhall raiſe, officer, clothe, arm and equip, 


as many of ſuch extra number as they judge can 
be ſafely ſpared. And the officers and men fo 


clothed, armed and equipped, ſhall march to the 
place appointed, and within the time agreed on 
by the United States in Congreſs aflembled. 


Tux United States in Congreſs aſſembled ſhall 
never engage in a war, nor grant letters of 
marque and reprifal, in time of peace, nor enter 
into any treaties or alliances, nor coin money, nor 
regulate the value thereof, nor aſcertain the ſums 
and expences neceſſary for the defence and wel- 
fare of the United States, or any of them, nor 
emit bills, nor borrow money on the credit of 
the United States, nor appropriate money, nor 
agree upon the number of veſſels of war, to be 
built or purchaſed, or the number of land or 
ſca- forces to be raiſed, nor appoint a commander 
in chief of the army or navy, unleſs nine ſtates 
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aſſent to the ſame : nor ſhall a queſtion on any 


other point, except for adjourning from day to 
day, be determined, unleſs by the votes of a 


majority of the United States in Congreſs aſſem- 
bled. 


Tusk Congreſs of the United States ſhall have 
power to adjourn to any time within the year, 
and to any place within the United States, ſo 
that no period of adjournment be for a. longer 
duration than the ſpace of ſix months, and ſhall 
publiſh the journal of their proceedings monthly, 
except ſuch parts thereof relating to treaties, al- 
liances or military operations, as in their judg- 
ment require ſecrecy; and the yeas and nays of 
the delegates of each ſtate on any queſtion ſhall 
be entered on the journal, when it is defired by 
any delegate; and the delegates of a ſtate, or 
any of them, at his or their requeſt, ſhall be fur- 
niſhed with a tranſcript of the ſaid journal, except 
ſuch parts as are above excepted, to lay beforc 
the legiſlatures of the ſeveral ſtates. 


ARTICLE X. The committee of the ſtates, or 
any nine of them, ſhall be authorized to exe- 
cute, in the receſs of Congrels, ſuch of the pow- 
ers of Congrels as the United States in Congreſs 
aſſembled, by the conſent of nine ſtates, ſhal! 
irom time to time think expedient to veſt them 
with; provided that no power be delegated to 
the ſaid committee, for the exerciſe of which, 
by the articles of confederation, the voice ot 
3 nine 
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nine ſtates, in the Congreſs of the United States 
aſſembled, is requiſite. 


AxTicCLE XI. Canada acceding to this confe. 
deration, and joining in the meaſures of the 
United States, ſhall be admitted into, and en- 
titled to all the advantages of this union; but no 
other colony ſhall be admitted into the ſame, 
unleſs ſuch admiſſion be agreed to by nine ſtates, 


ARTICLE XII. All bills of credit emitted, mo. 
nies borrowed, and debts contracted by or under 
the authority of Congreſs, before the aſſembling 
of the United States, in purſuance of the preſent 
confederation, ſhall be deemed and confidered 
as a charge againſt the United States, for pay- 
ment and ſatisfaction whereof the ſaid United 
States, and the publick faith, are hereby ſolemnly 
pledged. 


ArxTICLE XIII. Every ſtate ſhall abide by the 
dererminations of the United States in Congrels 
aſſembled, on all queſtions which by this confe- 
deration are ſubmitted to them. And the arti- 
cles of this confederation ſhall be inviolably ob- 
ſerved by every ſtate, and the union fhall be 
perpetual ; nor ſhall any alteration at any time 
hereafter be made in any of them; unleſs ſuch 
alteration be agreed to in a congreſs of the 
United States, and be afterwards confirmed by 
the legiſlatures of every tate. 


AND 


„ „ e ARE LETT 7 Ie nn te 154. cop (5, 5" 22m ace 


IO EE EIT ww rr 


ä n 2 7 Ant EAR 


r 


5 er e 24-6 vers AY 
$98 ERIE We ĩ ͤ 


R ee" 8 


( 458 ] 

AnD whereas it hath pleaſed the Great Govern- 
or of the world to incline the hearts of the 
legiſlatures we reſpectively repreſent in Con- 
greſs, to approve of, and to authorize us to 
ratify the ſaid articles of confederation and 
perpetual union: Know YE, that we, the 
underſigned delegates, by virtue of the power 
and authority to us given for that purpoſe, do, 
by theſe preſents, in the name and in behalf 
of our reſpective conſtituents, fully and en- 
tirely ratify and confirm each and every of the 
ſaid articles of confederation and perpetual 
union, and all and ſingular the matters and 
things therein contained. And we do further 
ſolemnly plight and engage the faith of our 
reſpeQive conſtituents, that they ſhall abide by 
the determinations of the United States in 
Congreſs aſſembled, on all queſtions which by 
the ſaid confederation are ſubmitted to them; 
and that the articles thereof ſhall be inviolably 
obſerved by the ſtates we reſpectively repre- 
ſent; and that the union ſhall be perpetual. 
IN wITNEss whereof, we have hereunto ſet 
our hands in Congreſs. 


Done at Philadelphia, in the ſtate of 
Pennſylvania, the ninth day of Ju- 
ly, in the year of our Lozp, 1778, 
and in the third year of the inde— 
pendence of America. 


Tux aforeſaid articles of confederation were fi— 
nally 


New-HAMPSHIRE, 


MA8SACHUSETTS-BAY, 4 


CONNECTICUT, 


NEew-Yor:, 


NEw-JERSEY, 


PENNSYLVANIA, 
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nally ratified on the firſt day of March 1781 
the ſtate of Maryland having, by their mem. 
bers in Congreſs, on that day, acceded thereto, 
and completed the ſame, 


4 Bartlett, 
John Wentworth, jun. 


John Hancock, 
Samuel Adams, 
4 Elbridge Gerry, 
hw Dana, 
James Lovell, 
Samuel Holten. 


William Ellery, 
RrHoDE-1e AND, Kc. I tic Merchant, 


John Collins. 


Roger Sherman, 
Samuel Huntington, 
Oliver Wolcott, 
Titus Hoſmer, 
Andrew Adams. 


James Duane, 
, [Rn Lewis, 
William Duer, 


= Governeur Morris. 


; John Witherſpoon, 
Nathaniel Scudder. 


Robert Morris, 
Daniel Roberdeau, 
Jonathan-B. Smith, 
William Clingan, 
Joſeph Reed. 
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D M Kean, 


DELAWARE, John Dickinſon, 


Nicholas Vandyke. 


John Hanſon, 
Daniel Carroll. 


Richard-Henry Lee, 
John Baniſter, 

VIRGINIA, Thomas Adams, 
John Harvey, 
Francis-LightfootLee. 
John Penn, 

NokTH-CAROLINA, Cori Harnett, 
John Williams. 
Henry Laurens, 


William-H. Drayton, 
SoUTH-CAROLINA, John Mathews, 


Richard Hutſon, 
Thomas Heyward, jun. 
Sax Walton, 


MARYLAND, 


GEORGIA, Edward Telfair, 


Edward Langworthy. 


END OF THE FIRST VOLUME. 
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